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Anne Hathaway's Cottage

Anne Hathaway's Cottage

Delphiniums, hollyhocks and dahlias in the "cottage garden" (photo 2006)
Type House

Managed by Shakespeare Birthplace Trust

Public access yes

Museum yes

Region

Address Shottery
Warwickshire
England

Website www.shakespeare.org.uk [1]

52°11′26″N 1°43′56″W

Anne Hathaway's Cottage is a twelve-roomed farmhouse where the wife of William Shakespeare lived as a child in
the village of Shottery, Warwickshire, England, about 1 mile (1.6 km) west of Stratford-upon-Avon. Spacious, and
with several bedrooms, it is now set in extensive gardens.
The earliest part of the house was built prior to the 15th century. The cottage was known as Newlands Farm in
Shakespeare's day and had more than 90 acres (36 hectares) of land attached to it. As in many houses of the period, it
has multiple chimneys to spread the heat evenly throughout the house during winter. The largest chimney was used
for cooking. It also has visible timber framing, a trademark of vernacular Tudor style architecture.
After the death of Hathaway's father, the cottage was owned by her brother Bartholomew, and was passed down the
Hathaway family until 1846, when financial problems forced them to sell it. However, it was still occupied by them
as tenants when it was acquired in 1892 by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, which removed later additions and
alterations. In 1969 the cottage was badly damaged in a fire, but was restored by the Trust.[2] It is now open to public
visitors as a museum.
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Replicas
Full size replicas of Anne Hathaway's cottage have been built around the world:
• Bedfordale, Western Australia, Australia
• English Inn, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
• Odessa College, Texas, United States
• Staunton, Virginia[3]

Sculpture Trail at Anne Hathaway's Cottage

History Play
by Jane Lawrence

Titania and Bottom
by Gemma Smith

King Lear
by Eve Pomerantz

Falstaff, What is Honour
by Niels Helvig Thorsen

Hamlet: What Wilt Thou Do For
Her

by Michele Firpo-Cappiello

Brutus
by Isaac Graham
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Ashmolean Museum

Ashmolean Museum

main entrance

The present museum building within central Oxford

Established 1678–1683

Location Beaumont Street, Oxford, England

Coordinates 51°45′19″N 1°15′36″W

Type University museum of art and archaeology

Director Dr Christopher Brown

Website www.ashmolean.org [1]

The Ashmolean Museum (in full the Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology) on Beaumont Street, Oxford,
England, is the world's first university museum. Its first building was built in 1678–1683 to house the cabinet of
curiosities Elias Ashmole gave Oxford University in 1677. The museum reopened in 2009 after a major
redevelopment. In November 2011 new galleries focusing on Egypt and Nubia were also unveiled.

History
The collection includes that of Elias Ashmole which he had collected himself, including objects he had acquired
from the gardeners, travellers and collectors John Tradescant the elder and his son of the same name. The collection
included antique coins, books, engravings, geological specimens, and zoological specimens—one of which was the
stuffed body of the last dodo ever seen in Europe; but by 1755 the stuffed dodo was so moth-eaten that it was
destroyed, except for its head and one claw. The museum opened on 24 May 1683, with naturalist Robert Plot as the
first keeper. The first building, which became known as the Old Ashmolean, is sometimes attributed to Sir
Christopher Wren or Thomas Wood.[2]
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After the various specimens had been moved into new museums, the "Old Ashmolean" building on Broad Street was
used as office space for the Oxford English Dictionary. Since 1924, the building has been established as the Museum
of the History of Science, with exhibitions including the scientific instruments given to Oxford University by Lewis
Evans (1853–1930), amongst them the world's largest collection of astrolabes.
The present building dates from 1845. It was designed by Charles Cockerell in a classical style and stands on
Beaumont Street. One wing of the building is occupied by the Taylor Institution, the modern languages faculty of the
university. The main museum contains huge collections of archaeological specimens and fine art. It has one of the
best collections of Pre-Raphaelite paintings, majolica pottery and English silver. The archaeology department
includes the bequest of Arthur Evans and so has an excellent collection of Greek and Minoan pottery. The
department also has an extensive collection of antiquities from Ancient Egypt and the Sudan, and the museum hosts
the Griffith Institute for the advancement of Egyptology.

Theft

View of Auvers-sur-Oise by Paul Cezanne

On 31 December 1999, thieves used scaffolding on an adjoining
building to climb onto the roof of the Ashmolean to break through a
skylight, stealing a painting by Cézanne. As the thieves ignored other
works in the same room and it has not been offered for sale, it is
speculated that this was a case of an artwork stolen to order.[3][4]

Renovation

The interior of the Ashmolean has been extensively modernised in
recent years and now includes a restaurant and large gift shop.[5]

Between 2006 and 2009, the museum was expanded to the designs of architect Rick Mather and the exhibition
design company Metaphor, supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The rebuilding resulted in five floors instead of
three, with a doubling of the display space as well as new conservation studios and an education centre.[6] The
renovated museum re-opened on 7 November 2009.[7][8]

On 26 November 2011, the Ashmolean opened to the public the new galleries of Ancient Egypt and Nubia. This
second phase of major redevelopment now allows the Museum to exhibit objects that have been in storage for
decades, more than doubling the number of coffins and mummies on display. The project received lead support from
Lord Sainsbury’s Linbury Trust, along with the Selz Foundation, Mr Christian Levett, as well as other trusts,
foundations and individuals. Rick Mather Architects led the redesign and display of the four previous Egypt galleries
and the extension to the restored Ruskin Gallery, previously occupied by the Museum Shop.[9]

The Sackler Library, incorporating the older library collections of the Ashmolean, opened in 2001 and has allowed
an expansion of the book collection, which concentrates on classical civilization, archaeology and art history.[10]
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Collections

Rive des Esclavons, by J.M.W. Turner, ca. 1840

Highlights of the Ashmolean's collection include:
• The Alfred Jewel
• Drawings by Michelangelo, Raphael and Leonardo da

Vinci
• Watercolours and paintings by Turner
• The Messiah Stradivarius, a violin made by Antonio

Stradivari
• Arab ceremonial dress owned by Lawrence of Arabia
• A substantial number of Oxyrhynchus Papyri, including

Old and New Testament biblical manuscripts
• Paintings by Paolo Uccello, Piero di Cosimo, John

Constable, Claude Lorraine, and Pablo Picasso
• A death mask of Oliver Cromwell
• The collection of Posie rings that supposedly inspired the One Ring in J. R. R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings
• An extensive collection of antiquities from Prehistoric Egypt and the succeeding Early Dynastic Period of Egypt
• The Parian Marble, the earliest extant example of a Greek chronological table
• The Metrological Relief, showing Ancient Greek measurements
• The ceremonial cloak of Chief Powhatan
• The lantern that Gunpowder Plot conspiracist Guy Fawkes carried in 1605
• The Minoan collection of Arthur Evans, the biggest outside Crete
• The Narmer Macehead and Scorpion Macehead
• The Kish tablet
• The Abingdon Sword, an Anglo-Saxon sword found at Abingdon south of Oxford

Keepers and Directors

Keeper From To

Robert Plot 1683 1691

Edward Lhuyd 1691 1709

David Parry 1709 1714

John Whiteside 1714 1729

George Huddesford[11] 1732 1755

William Huddesford[11] 1755 1772

John Shute Duncan 1823 1829

Philip Duncan 1829

John Henry Parker 1869

Sir Arthur Evans 1884 1908

David George Hogarth 1909 1927

Edward Thurlow Leeds 1928 1945

Sir Karl Parker 1945 1962

Robert W. Hamilton 1962 1973
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Beginning in 1973, the position of Keeper was superseded by that of Director:
• D. T. (later Sir David) Piper (1973–1985)
• Professor Sir Christopher White (1985–1997)
• Dr P.R.S. Moorey (Acting Director) (1997–1998)
• Dr Christopher Brown (1998 – )[12]

In popular culture
• The Alfred Jewel was the inspiration for the Inspector Morse episode "The Wolvercote Tongue", in which the

museum's interior was used as a set.[13] The Ashmolean also figures prominently in several episodes of the
successor series Lewis, particularly the episode "Point of Vanishing" where the painting The Hunt in the Forest is
a key plot element and the characters visit the painting at the museum and are instructed on its features by an art
expert before solving the case.

• The musical Where's Charley?, written by Frank Loesser based on the play Charley's Aunt, includes a song called
"The New Ashmolean Marching Society and Students' Conservatory Band".

• Philip Pullman's novel The Subtle Knife, in the His Dark Materials series, references the Ashmolean Museum.
The two main characters, Lyra and Will, pretend to be looking for the Ashmolean in order to fool a pair of police
officers.

Notes
[1] http:/ / www. ashmolean. org/
[2] H. E. Salter and Mary D. Lobel (editors) Victoria County History A History of the County of Oxford: Volume 3 1954 Pages 47–49 (http:/ /

www. british-history. ac. uk/ report. aspx?compid=63866)
[3] Lyall, Sarah (3 February 2000). "Art World Nightmare: Made-to-Order Theft; Stolen Works Like Oxford's Cezanne Can Vanish for Decades"

(http:/ / query. nytimes. com/ gst/ fullpage. html?res=9D05E3DD123FF930A35751C0A9669C8B63& sec=& spon=& pagewanted=all). Arts
(The New York Times). . Retrieved 4 July 2008. "... the thief carried with him exactly what he had come for, a $4.8 million Cezanne oil on
canvas, 'Auvers-sur-Oise,' which was painted between 1879 and 1882 ..."

[4] Hopkins, Nick (8 January 2000). "How art treasures are stolen to order" (http:/ / www. guardian. co. uk/ uk_news/ story/ 0,,245112,00. html).
London: The Guardian. . Retrieved 7 October 2007.

[5] "Eating and Shopping- Ashmolean Museum" (http:/ / www. ashmolean. org/ eating/ ). Ashmolean.org. 2012-04-15. . Retrieved 2012-06-20.
[6] The galleries are quirky and unpredictable, full of nooks and crannies and yet completely navigable even to the dyspraxically challenged, like

me. That’s as much to do with the layout by the exhibition designers Metaphor as with the architecture.Dorment, Richard (2 November 2009).
"The reopening of The Ashmolean, review" (http:/ / www. telegraph. co. uk/ culture/ art/ art-reviews/ 6487538/
The-reopening-of-The-Ashmolean-review. html). Telegraph. Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20091105231033/ http:/ / www.
telegraph. co. uk/ culture/ art/ art-reviews/ 6487538/ The-reopening-of-The-Ashmolean-review. html) from the original on 5 November 2009. .
Retrieved 2 November 2009.

[7] "Ashmolean Museum opens to public" (http:/ / news. bbc. co. uk/ 1/ hi/ england/ oxfordshire/ 8347299. stm). BBC News. 7 November 2009.
Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20091108143936/ http:/ / news. bbc. co. uk/ 1/ hi/ england/ oxfordshire/ 8347299. stm) from the
original on 8 November 2009. . Retrieved 8 November 2009.

[8] "Transforming: Transformed- Ashmolean Museum" (http:/ / www. ashmolean. org/ transforming/ 2009/ ). Ashmolean.org. . Retrieved
2012-06-20.

[9] "Transforming: Egypt- Ashmolean Museum" (http:/ / www. ashmolean. org/ transforming/ egypt/ ). Ashmolean.org. 2011-11-26. . Retrieved
2012-06-20.

[10] Park, Emma (9 November 2009). "Ashes to Ashmolean" (http:/ / www. oxonianreview. org/ wp/ ashes-to-ashmolean/ ). Oxonian Review of
Books. . Retrieved 6 December 2009.

[11] M. St John Parker, ‘Huddesford, William (bap. 1732, d. 1772)’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, Sept
2004; online edn, Jan 2008 accessed 16 Feb 2010 (http:/ / www. oxforddnb. com/ view/ article/ 14025,)

[12] Ashmolean Annual Report 1997-1998 (http:/ / www. ox. ac. uk/ gazette/ 1998-9/ supps/ 1_4494. htm) Oxford University Gazette (9
December 1998)

[13] "Itinerary for Inspector Morse Tour" (http:/ / www. tourinaday. com/ oxford/ inspector-morse-tour. php). Oxford, England. TourInADay. .
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Tongue. This episode ... used the inside of the Ashmolean as a set."
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External links
• Ashmolean Museum website (http:/ / www. ashmolean. org/ )
• Ashmolean Museum on Facebook (http:/ / www. facebook. com/ ashmoleanmuseum)
• Ashmolean Museum on Twitter (http:/ / twitter. com/ AshmoleanMuseum)
• Sackler Library (http:/ / www. saclib. ox. ac. uk/ )
• The Griffith Institute (http:/ / www. ashmolean. museum/ Griffith. html)
• Virtual Tour of the Ashmolean Museum, photography from 2003 (http:/ / www. chem. ox. ac. uk/ oxfordtour/

ashmolean/ )
• Powhatan's Mantle (http:/ / www. she-philosopher. com/ gallery/ powhatan-map. html)—pictures, description &

history
• Works by or about the Ashmolean Museum (http:/ / worldcat. org/ identities/ lccn-n81-139884) in libraries

(WorldCat catalog)

http://www.ashmolean.org/
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http://www.chem.ox.ac.uk/oxfordtour/ashmolean/
http://www.chem.ox.ac.uk/oxfordtour/ashmolean/
http://www.she-philosopher.com/gallery/powhatan-map.html
http://worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n81-139884
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Avebury

Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites *
UNESCO World Heritage Site

 
Country  United Kingdom

Type Cultural

Criteria i, ii, iii

Reference 373 [1]

Region ** Europe and North America

Inscription history
Inscription 1986 (10th Session)

Map of Wiltshire showing the location of Avebury

* Name as inscribed on World Heritage List [2]

** Region as classified by UNESCO [3]

Avebury is a Neolithic henge monument containing three stone circles, around the village of Avebury in Wiltshire,
in southwest England. Unique amongst megalithic monuments, Avebury contains the largest stone circle in Europe,
and is one of the best known prehistoric sites in Britain. It is both a tourist attraction and a place of religious
importance to contemporary Pagans.
Constructed around 2600 BC,[4] during the Neolithic, or 'New Stone Age', the monument comprises a large henge 
that is, a bank and a ditch. Inside this henge is a large outer stone circle, with two separate smaller stone circles 
situated inside the centre of the monument. Its original purpose is unknown, although archaeologists believe that it
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was most likely used for some form of ritual or ceremony. The Avebury monument was a part of a larger prehistoric
landscape containing several older monuments nearby, including West Kennet Long Barrow and Silbury Hill.
By the Iron Age, the site had been effectively abandoned, with some evidence of human activity on the site during
the Roman occupation. During the Early Mediaeval, a village first began to be built around the monument, which
eventually extended into it. In the Late Mediaeval and Early Modern periods, locals destroyed many of the standing
stones around the henge, both for religious and practical reasons. The antiquarians John Aubrey and William
Stukeley however took an interest in Avebury during the 17th century, and recorded much of the site before its
destruction. Archaeological investigation followed in the 20th century, led primarily by Alexander Keiller, who
oversaw a project of reconstructing much of the monument.
Avebury is owned and run by the National Trust, a charitable organisation who keep it open to the public.[5] It has
been designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument,[6] as well as a World Heritage Site, in the latter capacity being seen
as a part of the wider prehistoric landscape of Wiltshire known as Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites.[7]

Location and environment

Avebury Henge and village

At grid reference SU10266996,[8] Avebury
is respectively about 6 and 7 miles (10 and
11 km) from the modern towns of
Marlborough and Calne. Avebury lies in an
area of chalkland in the Upper Kennet
Valley, at the western end of the Berkshire
Downs, which forms the catchment for the
River Kennet and supports local springs and
seasonal watercourses. The monument

stands slightly above the local landscape, sitting on a low chalk ridge 160 m (520 ft) above sea level; to the east are
the Marlborough Downs, an area of lowland hills. The site lies at the centre of a collection of Neolithic and early
Bronze Age monuments and was inscribed as a World Heritage Site in a co-listing with the monuments at
Stonehenge, 17 miles (27 km) to the south, in 1986. It is now listed as part of the Stonehenge, Avebury and
Associated Sites World Heritage Site.[5] The monuments are preserved as part of a Neolithic and Bronze Age
landscape for the information they provide regarding prehistoric people's relationship with the landscape.[9]

Radiocarbon dating and analysis of pollen in buried soils have shown that the environment of lowland Britain
changed around 4,250–4,000 BC. The change to a grassland environment from damp, heavy soils and expanses of
dense forest was mostly brought about by farmers, probably through the use of slash and burn techniques.
Environmental factors may also have made a contribution. Pollen is poorly preserved in the chalky soils found
around Avebury, so the best evidence for the state of local environment at any time in the past comes from the study
of the deposition of snail shells. Different species of snail live in specific habitats, so the presence of a certain
species indicates what the area was like at a particular point in time.[10] The available evidence suggests that in the
early Neolithic, Avebury and the surrounding hills were covered in dense oak woodland, and as the Neolithic
progressed, the woodland around Avebury and the nearby monuments receded and was replaced by grassland.[11]
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Background
The history of the site before the construction of the henge is uncertain, because little datable evidence has emerged
from modern archaeological excavations.[12] Evidence of activity in the region before the 4th millennium BC is
limited, suggesting that there was little human occupation.

Mesolithic

What is now termed the Mesolithic period in Britain lasted from circa 11,600 to 7800 BP, at a time when the island
was heavily forested and when there was a still a land mass, called Doggerland, which connected Britain to
continental Europe.[13] During this era, those humans living in Britain were hunter-gatherers, often moving around
the landscape in small familial or tribal groups in search of food and other resources. Archaeologists have unearthed
evidence that there were some of these hunter-gatherers active in the vicinity of Avebury during the Late Mesolithic,
with stray finds of flint tools, dated between 7,000 and 4,000 BC, having been found in the area.[14] The most
notable of these discoveries is a densely scattered collection of worked flints found 300 m (980 ft) to the west of
Avebury, which has led archaeologists to believe that that particular spot was a flint working site occupied over a
period of several weeks by a group of nomadic hunter-gatherers who had set up camp there.[15]

The archaeologists Mark Gillings and Joshua Pollard suggested the possibility that Avebury first gained some sort of
ceremonial significance during the Late Mesolithic period. As evidence, they highlighted the existence of a posthole
near to the monument's southern entrance that would have once supported a large wooden post. Although this
posthole was never dated when it was excavated in the early 20th century, and so cannot definitely be ascribed to the
Mesolithic, Gillings and Pollard noted that its positioning had no relation to the rest of the henge, and that it may
therefore have been erected centuries or even millennia before the henge was actually built.[16] They compared this
with similar wooden posts that had been erected in southern Britain during the Mesolithic at Stonehenge and
Hambledon Hill, both of which were sites that like Avebury saw the construction of large monuments in the
Neolithic.[17]

Early Neolithic

The two monuments of West Kennet Long Barrow and Silbury Hill were constructed in the nearby vicinity of Avebury several centuries before the
henge was built.

In the 4th millennium BC, around the start of the Neolithic period in Britain, British society underwent radical
changes. These coincided with the introduction to the island of domesticated species of animals and plants, as well as
a changing material culture that included pottery. These developments allowed hunter-gatherers to settle down and
produce their own food. As agriculture spread, people cleared land. At the same time, they also erected the first
monuments to be seen in the local landscape, an activity interpreted as evidence of a change in the way people
viewed their place in the world.[16]

Based on anthropological studies of recent and contemporary societies, Gillings and Pollard suggest that forests, 
clearings, and stones were important in Neolithic culture, not only as resources but as symbols; the site of Avebury 
occupied a convergence of these three elements.[18] Neolithic activity at Avebury is evidenced by flint, animal bones, 
and pottery such as Peterborough ware dating from the early 4th and 3rd millennia BC. Five distinct areas of 
Neolithic activity have been identified within 500 m (1,600 ft) of Avebury; they include a scatter of flints along the
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line of the West Kennet Avenue – an avenue that connects Avebury with the Neolithic site of The Sanctuary. Pollard
suggests that areas of activity in the Neolithic became important markers in the landscape.[19]

Late Neolithic

"After over a thousand years of early farming, a way of life based on ancestral tombs, forest clearance and settlement expansion
came to an end. This was a time of important social changes."

Archaeologist and prehistorian Mike Parker Pearson on the Late Neolithic in Britain (2005)[20]

During the Late Neolithic, British society underwent another series of major changes. Between 3500 and 3300 BC,
these prehistoric Britons ceased their continual expansion and cultivation of wilderness and instead focused on
settling and farming the most agriculturally productive areas of the island: Orkney, eastern Scotland, Anglesey, the
upper Thames, Wessex, Essex, Yorkshire and the river valleys of the Wash.[21]

Late Neolithic Britons also appeared to have changed their religious beliefs, ceasing to construct the large chambered
tombs that are widely thought to have been connected with ancestor veneration by archaeologists. Instead, they
began the construction of large wooden or stone circles, with many hundreds being built across Britain and Ireland
over a period of a thousand years.[22]

Construction
Avebury was constructed around 2600 BC, and was apparently used by the people living in the area for the next
thousand years.[4] It was not designed as a single monument, but is the result of various projects that were
undertaken at different times during late prehistory.[23]

The construction of large monuments such as those at Avebury indicates that a stable agrarian economy had
developed in Britain by around 4,000–3,500 BC. The people who built them had to be secure enough to spend time
on such non-essential activities. Avebury was one of a group of monumental sites that were established in this region
during the Neolithic. Its monuments comprise the henge and associated long barrows, stone circles, avenues, and a
causewayed enclosure. These monument types are not exclusive to the Avebury area. For example, Stonehenge
features the same kinds of monuments, and in Dorset there is a henge on the edge of Dorchester and a causewayed
enclosure at nearby Maiden Castle.[24] According to Caroline Malone, who worked for English Heritage as an
inspector of monuments and was the curator of Avebury's Alexander Keiller Museum, it is possible that the
monuments associated with Neolithic sites such as Avebury and Stonehenge constituted ritual or ceremonial
centres.[24]

Archaeologist Mike Parker Pearson noted that the addition of the stones to the henge occurred at a similar date to the
construction of Silbury Hill and the major building projects at Stonehenge and Durrington Walls. For this reason, he
speculated that there may have been a "religious revival" at the time, which led to huge amounts of resources being
expended on the construction of ceremonial monuments.[25]

Archaeologist Aaron Watson highlighted the possibility that by digging up earth and using it to construct the large
banks, those Neolithic labourers constructing the Avebury monument symbolically saw themselves as turning the
land "inside out", thereby creating a space that was "on a frontier between worlds above and beneath the ground."[26]
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Henge

Part of the outer ditch

The Avebury monument is a henge, a type of monument consisting of
a large circular bank with an internal ditch. Although the henge is not
perfectly circular, it has a diameter of about 420 metres (460 yd)
across.[27] The only known comparable sites of similar date are only a
quarter of the size of Avebury. The ditch alone was 21 metres (69 ft)
wide and 11 metres (36 ft) deep, with a sample from its primary fill
carbon dated to 3300–2630 BC (4300+/-90).[28]

The excavation of the bank has demonstrated that it has been enlarged,
presumably using material dug from the ditch, so it could be assumed
that the construction of the ditch could have started at the earlier date,
although speculation puts it nearer the later date. The top of the bank is irregular, something archaeologist Caroline
Malone suggested was because of the irregular nature of the work undertaken by excavators working on the adjacent
sectors of the ditch.[29] Later archaeologists such as Aaron Watson, Mark Gillings and Joshua Pollard have however
suggested that this was an original Neolithic feature of the henge's architecture.[30][31]

Outer Stone Circle

Part of the Outer Circle

Within the henge is a great outer circle. This is one of Europe's largest
stone circles,[32] with a diameter of 331.6 metres (1,088 ft), Britain's
largest stone circle.[33] It was either contemporary with, or built around
four or five centuries after the earthworks. There were originally 98
sarsen standing stones, some weighing in excess of 40 tons. The stones
varied in height from 3.6 to 4.2 m, as exemplified at the north and
south entrances. The fill from two of the stoneholes has been carbon
dated to between 2900 and 2600 BC (3870+/-90, 4130+/-90)[34]

The two large stones at the Southern Entrance had an unusually smooth
surface, likely due to having stone axes polished on them.[35]

Inner Stone Circles

Nearer the middle of the monument are two additional, separate stone circles. The northern inner ring is 98 metres
(322 ft) in diameter, but only two of its four standing stones remain upright. A cove of three stones stood in the
middle, its entrance facing northeast. Taking experiments undertaken at the megalithic Ring of Brodgar in Orkney as
a basis, the archaeologists Joshua Pollard, Mark Gillings and Aaron Watson believed that any sounds produced
inside Avebury's Inner Circles would have created an echo as sound waves ricocheted off of the standing
stones.[35][36]

The southern inner ring was 108 metres (354 ft) in diameter before its destruction in the 18th century. The remaining
sections of its arc now lie beneath the village buildings. A single large monolith, 5.5 metres (18 ft) high, stood in the
centre along with an alignment of smaller stones.
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The Avenue

The stone avenue

The West Kennet Avenue, an avenue of paired stones, leads from the
southeastern entrance of the henge; and traces of a second, the
Beckhampton Avenue, lead out from the western entrance.

The archaeologist Aaron Watson, taking a phenomenological
viewpoint to the monument, believed that the way in which the Avenue
had been constructed in juxtaposition to Avebury, the Sanctuary,
Silbury Hill and West Kennet Long Barrow had been intentional,
commenting that "the Avenue carefully orchestrated passage through
the landscape which influenced how people could move and what they
could see, emphasizing connections between places and maximizing
the spectacle of moving between these monuments."[37]

Purpose

The postulated original layout of Avebury,
published in a late 19th century edition of the
Swedish encyclopaedia Nordisk familjebok.

Original illustration by John Martin, based on an
illustration by John Britton

The purpose which Neolithic people had for the Avebury monument
has remained elusive, although many archaeologists have postulated
about its meaning and usage.[38] Archaeologist Aubrey Burl believed
that rituals would have been performed at Avebury by Neolithic
peoples in order "to appease the malevolent powers of nature" that
threatened their existence, such as the winter cold, death and
disease.[39]

In his study of those examples found at Orkney, Colin Richards
suggested that the stone and wooden circles built in Neolithic Britain
might have represented the centre of the world, or axis mundi, for those
who constructed them,[40] something Aaron Watson adopted as a
possibility in his discussion of Avebury.[30]

A great deal of interest surrounds the morphology of the stones, which are usually described as being in one of two
categories; tall and slender, or short and squat. This has led to numerous theories relating to the importance of gender
in Neolithic Britain with the taller stones considered "male" and the shorter ones "female". The stones were not
dressed in any way and may have been chosen for their pleasing natural forms.

The human bones found by Gray point to some form of funerary purpose and have parallels in the disarticulated
human bones often found at earlier causewayed enclosure sites. Ancestor worship on a huge scale could have been
one of the purposes of the monument and would not necessarily have been mutually exclusive with any male/female
ritual role.
The henge, although clearly forming an imposing boundary to the circle, has no defensive purpose as the ditch is on
the inside. Being a henge and stone circle site, astronomical alignments are a common theory to explain the
positioning of the stones at Avebury. The relationships between the causewayed enclosure, Avebury stone circles,
and West Kennet Long Barrow to the south, has caused some to describe the area as a "ritual complex" – a site with
many monuments of interlocking religious function.
Alexander Thom suggested that Avebury was constructed with a definitely indicated site to site alignment with
Deneb.[41]
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Pseudoarchaeological theories

Various pseudoarchaeologists have interpreted Avebury and its neighbouring prehistoric monuments differently to
those of their academic counterparts. These interpretations have been defined by professional archaeologist Aubrey
Burl as being "more phony than factual", and in many cases "entirely untenable".[42] Such inaccurate ideas originated
with William Stukeley in the late 17th century, who believed that Avebury had been built by the druids, priests of the
Iron Age peoples of north-western Europe, although archaeologists since then have identified the monument as
having been constructed two thousand years before the Iron Age, during the Neolithic.[43]

Following Stukeley, other writers produced inaccurate theories about how Avebury was built and by whom. The
Reverend R. Warner, in his The Pagan Altar (1840) argued that both Avebury and Stonehenge were built by
Phoenicians, an ancient seafaring people who many Victorian Britons believed had first brought civilisation to the
island.[44] James Fergusson disagreed, and in his Rude Stone Monuments in All Countries (1872) put forward the
idea that the megalithic monument had been constructed in the Early Mediaeval period to commemorate the final
battle of King Arthur, and that Arthur's slain warriors had been buried there.[45] W.S. Blacket introduced a third idea,
arguing in his Researches into the Lost Histories of America (1883) that it was Native Americans from the
Appalachian Mountains who, in the ancient period crossed the Atlantic Ocean to build the great megalithic
monuments of southern Britain.[46]

The prominent modern Druid Ross Nichols, the founder of the Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids, believed that
there was an astrological axis connecting Avebury to the later megalithic site at Stonehenge, and that this axis was
flanked on one side by West Kennet Long Barrow, which he believed symbolised the Mother Goddess, and Silbury
Hill, which he believed to be a symbol of masculinity.[47]

Later history

Iron Age and Roman periods

During the British Iron Age, it appears that the Avebury monument had ceased to be used for its original purpose,
and was instead largely ignored, with little archaeological evidence that many people visited the site at this time.
Archaeologist Aubrey Burl believed that the Iron Age Britons living in the region would not have known when, why
or by whom the monument had been constructed, perhaps having some vague understanding that it had been built by
an earlier society or considering it to be the dwelling of a supernatural entity.[4]

In 43 CE, the Roman Empire invaded southern Britain, making alliances with certain local monarchs and subsuming
the Britons under their own political control. Southern and central Britain would remain a part of the Empire until
the early 5th century, in a period now known as Roman Britain or the Roman Iron Age. It was during this Roman
period that tourists came from the nearby towns of Cunetio, Durocornovium and the villas and farms around Devizes
and visited Avebury and its surrounding prehistoric monuments via a newly constructed road.[4] Evidence of visitors
at the monument during this period has been found in the form of Roman-era pottery sherds uncovered from the
ditch.[48]

Early Mediaeval period

In the Early Mediaeval period, which began in the 5th century following the collapse of Roman rule, Anglo-Saxon
tribes from continental Europe migrated to southern Britain, where they may have come into conflict with the
Britons already settled there. Aubrey Burl suggested the possibility that a small group of British warriors may have
used Avebury as a fortified site to defend themselves from Anglo-Saxon attack. He gained this idea from
etymological evidence, suggesting that the site may have been called weala-dic, meaning "moat of the Britons", in
Old English, the language of the Anglo-Saxons.[49][50]
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The early Anglo-Saxon settlers followed their own pagan religion which venerated a selection of deities, the most
notable of whom were apparently Woden and Thunor. It is known from etymological sources that they associated
many prehistoric sites in the Wiltshire area with their gods, for instance within a ten mile of radius of Avebury there
are four sites that were apparently named after Woden: Wansdyke ("Wodin's ditch"), Wodin's Barrow, Waden Hill
("Wodin's Hill)" and perhaps Wanborough (also "Woden's Hill").[51] It is not known if they placed any special
religious associations with the Avebury monument, but it remains possible.[51]

During the Early Mediaeval period, there were signs of settlement at Avebury, with a grubenhaus, a type of timber
hut with a sunken floor, being constructed just outside of the monument's west bank in the 6th century.[52] Only a
few farmers appeared to have inhabited the area at the time, and they left the Avebury monument largely
untouched.[52] In the 7th and 8th centuries, the Anglo-Saxon peoples began gradually converting to Christianity, and
during the 10th century a church was built just west of the monument.[52]

In 939, the earliest known written record of the monument was made in the form of a charter of King Athelstan
which defined the boundaries of Overton, a parish adjacent to Avebury.[52] In the following century, invading Viking
armies from Denmark came into conflict with Anglo-Saxon groups in the area around Avebury, and it may be that
they destroyed Avebury village, for the local prehistoric monument of Silbury Hill was fortified and used as a
defensive position, apparently by a local Anglo-Saxon population attempting to protect themselves from Viking
aggression.[52]

Late Mediaeval period

By the Late Mediaeval period, England had been entirely converted to Christianity, and Avebury, being an evidently
non-Christian monument, began to be associated with the Devil in the popular imagination of the locals. The largest
stone at the southern entrance became known as the Devil's Chair, the three stones that once formed the
Beckhampton Cove became known as the Devil's Quoits and the stones inside the North Circle became known as the
Devil's Brand-Irons.[53] At some point in the early 14th century, villagers began to demolish the monument by
pulling down the large standing stones and burying them in ready-dug pits at the side, presumably because they were
seen as having been erected by the Devil and thereby being in opposition to the village's Christian beliefs.[54]

Although it is unknown how this situation came about, archaeologist Aubrey Burl suggests that it might have been at
the prompting of the local Christian priest, with the likely contenders being either Thomas Mayn (who served in the
village from 1298 to 1319), or John de Hoby (who served from 1319 to 1324).[55]

During the toppling of the stones, one of them (which was 3 metres tall and weighed 13 tons), collapsed on top of
one of the men pulling it down, fracturing his pelvis and breaking his neck, crushing him to death. His corpse was
trapped in the hole that had been dug for the falling stone, and so the locals were unable to remove the body and
offer him a Christian burial in a churchyard, as would have been customary at the time. When archaeologists
excavated his body in 1938, they found that he had been carrying a leather pouch, in which was found three silver
coins dated to around 1320–25, as well as a pair of iron scissors and a lance. From these latter two items, the
archaeologists surmised that he had probably been a travelling barber-surgeon who journeyed between market towns
offering his services, and that he just happened to be at Avebury when the stone-felling was in progress.[56]

It appears that the death of the barber-surgeon prevented the locals from pulling down further stones, perhaps fearing
that it had in some way been retribution for toppling them in the first place, enacted by a vengeful spirit or even the
Devil himself.[57] The event appears to have left a significant influence on the minds' of the local villagers, for
records show that in the 18th and 19th centuries there were still legends being told in the community about a man
being crushed by a falling stone.[57]

Soon after the toppling of many of the stones, the Black Death hit the village in 1349, decimating the population.
Those who survived focused on their agricultural duties in order to grow food and stay alive. As a result, they would
not have had the time or man power to once more attempt to demolish any part of the non-Christian monument, even
if they wanted to.[58]
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Early Modern period

The antiquarians John Aubrey and William Stukeley are responsible for initiating modern study of the Avebury monument.

It was in the Early Modern period that Avebury was first recognised as an antiquity that warranted investigation.
Around 1541, John Leland, the librarian and chaplain to King Henry VIII travelled through Wiltshire and made note
of the existence of Avebury and its neighbouring prehistoric monuments.[59] Despite this, Avebury remained
relatively unknown to anyone but locals and when the antiquarian William Camden published his Latin language
guide to British antiquities, Britannia, in 1586, he made no mention of it. He rectified this for his English language
version in 1610, but even in this he only included a fleeting reference to the monument at "Abury", believing it to
have been "an old camp".[60] In 1634, it was once more referenced, this time in Sir John Harington's notes to the
Orlando Furioso opera,[60] however further antiquarian investigation was prevented by the outbreak of the English
Civil War (1642–1651), which was waged between the Parliamentarians and Royalists, with one of the battles in the
conflict taking place five miles away from Avebury at Roundway Down.[60]

With the war over, a new edition of the Britannia was published in 1695, which described the monument at
"Aubury" in more detail. This entry had been written by a man named John Aubrey, a wealthy antiquarian who
privately made many notes about Avebury and other prehistoric monuments which remained unpublished. Aubrey
had first encountered the site whilst out hunting in 1649 and, in his own words, had been "wonderfully surprised at
the sight of those vast stones of which I had never heard before."[61] Hearing of Avebury and taking an interest in it,
King Charles II commanded Aubrey to come to him and describe the site, which he did in July 1663. The two
subsequently travelled to visit it together on the monarch's trip to Bath, Somerset a fortnight later, and the site further
captivated the king's interest, who commanded Aubrey to dig underneath the stones in search of any human burials.
Aubrey however never undertook the king's order.[61] In September 1663, Aubrey began making a more systematic
study of the site, producing a plan that has proved invaluable for later archaeologists, for it contained reference to
many standing stones that would soon after be destroyed by locals.[62]

In the latter part of the 17th and then the 18th centuries, destruction at Avebury reached its peak, possibly influenced
by the rise of Puritanism in the village, a fundamentalist form of Protestant Christianity that vehemently denounced
things considered to be "pagan", which would have included pre-Christian monuments like Avebury.[63] The
majority of the standing stones that had been a part of the monument for thousands of years were smashed up to be
used as building material for the local area. This was achieved in a method that involved lighting a fire to heat the
sarcen, then pouring cold water on it to create weaknesses in the rock, and finally smashing at these weak points with
a sledgehammer.[63]
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William Stukeley's drawing of the stones being
broken up by fire[64]

In 1719, the antiquarian William Stukeley visited the site, where he
witnessed the destruction being undertaken by the local people.
Between then and 1724 he visited the village and its monument six
times, sometimes staying for two or three weeks at the Catherine
Wheel Inn. In this time, he made meticulous plans of the site,
considering it to be a "Brittish Temple", and believing it to having been
fashioned by the druids, the Iron Age priests of north-western Europe,
in the year 1859 BC. He developed the idea that the two Inner Circles
were a temple to the moon and to the sun respectively, and eventually
came to believe that Avebury and its surrounding monuments were a
landscaped portrayal of the Trinity, thereby backing up his erroneous

ideas that the ancient druids had been followers of a religion very much like Christianity.[65]

Stukeley was disgusted by the destruction of the sarcen stones in the monument, and named those local farmers and
builders who were responsible.[66] He remarked that "this stupendous fabric, which for some thousands of years, had
brav'd the continual assaults of weather, and by the nature of it, when left to itself, like the pyramids of Egypt, would
have lasted as long as the globe, hath fallen a sacrifice to the wretched ignorance and avarice of a little village
unluckily plac'd within it."[67]

Stukeley published his findings and theories in a book, Abury, a Temple of the British Druids (1743), in which he
intentionally falsified some of the measurements he had made of the site in order to better fit his theories about its
design and purpose.[68] Meanwhile, the Reverend Thomas Twining had also published a book about the monument,
Avebury in Wiltshire, the Remains of a Roman Work, which had been published in 1723. Whereas Stukeley claimed
that Avebury and related prehistoric monuments were the creations of the druids, Twining thought that they had been
constructed by the later Romans. he came to this conclusion using the justification that Roman writers like Julius
Caesar and Tacitus had not referred to stone circles when discussing the Iron Age Britons, whereas Late Mediaeval
historians like Geoffrey of Monmouth and Henry of Huntingdon had described these megaliths in their works, and
that such monuments must have therefore been constructed between the two sets of accounts.[69]

Late Modern period

By the beginning of the Victorian period in 1837, the majority of Neolithic standing stones at Avebury had gone,
having been either buried by pious locals in the 14th century or smashed up for building materials in the 17th and
18th. Meanwhile, the population of Avebury village was rapidly increasing, leading to further housing being built
inside the henge. In an attempt to prevent further construction on the site, the wealthy politician and archaeologist Sir
John Lubbock, who later came to be known as Lord Avebury, purchased much of the available land in the
monument, and encouraged other buyers to build their houses outside rather than within the henge, in an attempt to
preserve it.[70]

Following the opening of his excavations, Alexander Keiller decided that the best way to preserve Avebury was to
purchase it in its entirety, and he also obtained as much of the Kennet Avenue as possible. He also obtained the
nearby Avebury Manor, which he proceeded to live in until his death in 1955.[71]

Excavation at Avebury has been limited. In 1894 Sir Henry Meux put a trench through the bank, which gave the first 
indication that the earthwork was built in two phases. The site was surveyed and excavated intermittently between 
1908 and 1922 by a team of workmen under the direction of Harold St George Gray. He was able to demonstrate that 
the Avebury builders had dug down 11 metres (36 ft) into the natural chalk using red deer antlers as their primary 
digging tool, producing a henge ditch with a 9-metre (30 ft) high bank around its perimeter. Gray recorded the base 
of the ditch as being 4 metres (13 ft) wide and flat, but later archaeologists have questioned his use of untrained 
labour to excavate the ditch and suggested that its form may have been different. Gray found few artefacts in the 
ditch-fill but he did recover scattered human bones, amongst which jawbones were particularly well represented. At
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a depth of about 2 metres (7 ft), Gray found the complete skeleton of a 1.5-metre (5 ft) tall woman.

The Barber Stone

During the 1930s archaeologist Alexander Keiller re-erected many of the stones.
Under one, now known as the Barber Stone, the skeleton of a man was
discovered. Coins dating from the 1320s were found with the skeleton, and the
evidence suggests that the man was fatally injured when the stone fell on him
whilst he was digging the hole in which it was to be buried in a mediaeval "rite
of destruction". As well as the coins Keiller found a pair of scissors and a lancet,
the tools of a barber-surgeon at that time, hence the name given to the
stone.[72][73]

When a new village school was built in 1969 there was a further opportunity to
examine the site, and in 1982 an excavation to produce carbon dating material
and environmental data was undertaken.
In April 2003, during preparations to straighten some of the stones, one was
found to be buried at least 2.1 metres (7 ft) below ground. It was estimated to

weigh more than 100 tons, making it one of the largest ever found in the UK.[74] Later that year, a geophysics survey
of the southeast and northeast quadrants of the circle by the National Trust revealed at least 15 of the megaliths lying
buried. The National Trust were able to identify their sizes, the direction in which they are lying, and where they
fitted in the circle.[75][76]

Alexander Keiller Museum

The Barn Gallery of the Alexander Keiller
Museum

The Alexander Keiller Museum features the prehistoric artifacts
collected by archaeologist and businessman Alexander Keiller, which
include many artefacts found at Avebury. The museum is located in the
17th-century stables gallery, and is operated by English Heritage and
the National Trust. The nearby 17th century threshing barn houses a
permanent exhibit gallery about Avebury and its history.

Founded by Keiller in 1938, the collections feature artefacts mostly of
Neolithic and Early Bronze Age date, with other items from the
Anglo-Saxon and later periods. The museum also features the skeleton
of a child nicknamed "Charlie", found in a ditch at Windmill Hill,
Avebury. The Council of British Druid Orders requested that the
skeleton be re-buried in 2006,[77] but in April 2010 the decision was made to keep the skeleton on public view.

The collections are owned by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and are on loan to English Heritage.[78]

Contemporary use

Contemporary Paganism and the New Age movement

Avebury has been adopted as a sacred site by many adherents of contemporary Pagan religions such as Druidry, 
Wicca and Heathenry. These worshippers view the monument as a "living temple" which they associate with the 
ancestors, as well as with genus loci, or land spirits.[79] Typically, such Pagan rites at the site are performed publicly, 
and attract crowds of curious visitors to witness the event, particularly on major days of Pagan celebration such as 
the summer solstice.[80] The Druidic rites held at Avebury are known as eisteddfod and involve participants invoking 
Awen (a Druidic concept meaning inspiration), with poems, songs and stories being publicly performed, and the 
Druid Prayer and Druid Vow are typically recited. In many cases, the assembled Druids will split off into two 
groups, one devoting themselves to the God and the other to the Goddess. Those following the Goddess travel to the
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"Devil's Chair" in the west of Avebury, where a priestess representing the Goddess sits in the chair-like cove of the
stone, whilst meanwhile those following the God travel to the north-west of Avebury, where they are challenged as
to their intent and give offerings (often of flowers, fruit, bread or mead) to the Goddess's representative.[81]

Due to the fact that various Pagan, and in particular Druid groups perform their ceremonies at the site, a rota has
been established, whereby the Loyal Arthurian Warband (LAW), the Secular Order of Druids (SOD) and the
Glastonbury Order of Druids (GOD) use it on Saturdays, whilst the Druid Network and the British Druid Order
(BDO) instead plan their events for Sundays.[82] One particular Druidic group, known as the Gorsedd of Bards of
Caer Abiri, focus almost entirely upon holding their rites at the prehistoric site,[83] referring to it as Caer Abiri.[84]

Alongside its usage as a sacred site amongst Pagans, the prehistoric monument has become a popular attraction for
those holding New Age beliefs, with some visitors using dowsing rods around the site in the belief that they might be
able to detect psychic emanations.[85]

Tourism

West Kennet Avenue

The question of access to the site at certain
times of the year has been controversial and
The National Trust, who steward and protect
the site, have been held discussions with a
number of groups.[86][87] The National Trust
have discouraged commercialism around the
site, preventing many souvenir shops from
opening up in an attempt to keep the area
free from the "customary gaudiness that
infiltrates most famous places" in the United
Kingdom.[88] Two shops have however been opened in the village catering to the tourist market, one of which is the
National Trust's own shop. The other, known as The Henge Shop, focuses on selling New Age paraphernalia and
books.[89]

By the late 1970s the site was being visited by around a quarter of a million visitors annually.[90]
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Banqueting House, Whitehall

The Banqueting House, Whitehall.

The Banqueting House, Whitehall,
London, is the grandest and best known
survivor of the architectural genre of
banqueting house, and the only remaining
component of the Palace of Whitehall. The
building is important in the history of
English architecture as the first building to
be completed in the neo-classical style
which was to transform English
architecture.[1]

Begun in 1619, and designed by Inigo Jones
in a style influenced by Palladio,[2] the
Banqueting House was completed in 1622 at
a cost of £15,618, 27 years before King
Charles I of England was executed on a
scaffold in front of it in January 1649.

The building was controversially re-faced in
Portland stone in the 19th century, though
the details of the original façade were faithfully preserved.[3] Today, the Banqueting House is a national monument,
open to the public and preserved as a Grade I listed building.[4] It is cared for by an independent charity, Historic
Royal Palaces, which receives no funding from the Government or the Crown.[5]

History

The old Palace of Whitehall showing the Banqueting House to the left

The Palace of Whitehall was largely the
creation of King Henry VIII, expanding an
earlier mansion that had belonged to
Cardinal Wolsey, originally known as York
Place. The King was determined that his
new palace should be the "biggest palace in
Christendom", a place befitting his newly
created status as the Supreme Head of the
Church of England.[6] All evidence of the
disgraced Wolsey was eliminated and the
building rechristened the Palace of
Whitehall.

During Henry's reign, the palace had no
designated banqueting house, the King preferring to banquet in a temporary structure purpose-built in the gardens.
The first permanent banqueting house at Whitehall had a short life. It was built for James I but was destroyed by fire
in January 1619, when workmen, clearing up after New Year's festivities, decided to incinerate the rubbish inside the
building.[6]

An immediate replacement was commissioned from the fashionable architect Inigo Jones. Jones had spent time in 
Italy studying the architecture evolving from the Renaissance and that of Palladio, and returned to England with
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what at the time were revolutionary ideas: to replace the complicated and confused style of the Jacobean English
Renaissance with a simpler, classically inspired design. His new banqueting house at Whitehall was to be a prime
example of this. Jones made no attempt to harmonise his design with the Tudor palace of which it was to be part.

Architecture

Inigo Jones' plan, dated 1638, for a new palace at Whitehall. "One of the grandest
architectural conceptions of the renaissance in England"[7] The Banqueting House

is incorporated to the near left of the central courtyard.

The design of the Banqueting House is
classical in concept. It introduced a refined
Italianate Renaissance style that was
unparalleled in the free and picturesque
Jacobean architecture of England, where
Renaissance motifs were still filtered
through the engravings of Flemish
Mannerist designers. The roof is all but flat
and the roofline is a balustrade. On the street
façade, all the elements of two orders of
engaged columns, Corinthian over Ionic,
above a high rusticated basement, are
interlocked in a harmonious whole.

The building is on three floors. The ground
floor, a warren of cellars and store rooms, is
low; its small windows indicating by their size the lowly status and usage of the floor, above which is the
double-height banqueting hall, which falsely appears from the outside as a first-floor piano nobile with a secondary
floor above. The seven bays of windows divided by Ionic pilasters of the "first floor" are surmounted by alternating
triangular and segmental pediments, while the windows of the "second floor" are unadorned casements. Immediately
beneath the entablature, which projects to emphasize the central three bays, the capitals of the Corinthian pilasters
are linked by swags in relief above which the entablature, crowned by a balustrade, is supported by dental corbel
table. Under the upper frieze, festoons and masks suggest the feasting and revelry associated with the concept of a
royal banqueting hall.[8]

Much of the work on the Banqueting House was overseen by Nicholas Stone, a Devonshire mason who had trained
in Holland. It has been said that until this time English sculpture resembled that described by the Duchess of Malfi:
"the figure cut in alabaster kneels at my husband's tomb."[9] Like Inigo Jones, Stone was well aware of Florentine art,
and introduced to England a more delicate classical form of sculpture inspired by Michelangelo's Medici tombs. This
is evident in his swags on the street façade of the Banqueting House, similar to that which adorns the plinth of his
Francis Holles memorial. All of this was quite new to England.
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A contemporaneous print showing the 1649 execution of Charles I outside the
inaccurately depicted Banqueting House.

In 1638, Jones drew the designs for a new
and massive palace at Whitehall in which
his banqueting house was to be incorporated
as one wing enclosing a series of seven
courtyards. However, Charles I, who
commissioned the plans, never truly had the
resources to execute them;[10] his lack of
funds and the tensions that eventually led to
the Civil War intervened and the plans were
permanently shelved.

The plans of the new palace reveal the ideas
behind Jones' concept of Palladianism,
which is not obvious from viewing the
Banqueting House today as one entity. The
plans show that it was intended to be one
small flanking wing of one bay of a
monumental façade.
Architecturally, the Banqueting House was
always be to be at odds with its

surroundings. In January 1698, the Tudor Palace was razed by fire; fire engines pumping water from the adjacent
River Thames were unable to check the flames, which raged for seventeen hours, after which all that remained was
the Banqueting House and the Whitehall and Holbein Gates.[11]

Following the fire, Christopher Wren and Nicholas Hawksmoor were asked to design a new palace, but nothing
came of the scheme. It has been said that the widowed William III never cared for the area, but that had his wife
Mary II been alive, with her appreciation of the historical significance of Whitehall, he would have insisted on the
rebuilding.[11]

Interior

The Banqueting Hall.

The term Banqueting House was something
of a misnomer. The hall within the house
was in fact used not only for banqueting but
royal receptions, ceremonies, and the
performance of masques.[12] The
entertainments given here would have been
among the finest in Europe, for during this
period England was considered the leading
musical country of Europe. On January 5,
1617 Pochahontas and Tomocomo were
brought before the King at the old
Banqueting House in Whitehall Palace at a
performance of Ben Jonson's masque The
Vision of Delight. According to John Smith,
King James was so unprepossessing neither
of the natives realized whom they had met
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until it was explained to them afterward. Such masques were later augmented with French musicians whom Queen
Henrietta Maria, the wife of Charles I, brought to the court.[13] The masques began a slow decline, however, after the
death in 1625 of Orlando Gibbons, who ironically died on a trip to meet the newly married Henrietta Maria and her
musicians.
Inside the building is a single two-storey double-cube room. The double cube room is another Palladianism, where
all proportions are mathematically related. Thus the length of the room is twice its equal width and height.[14] At
second-floor level the room is surrounded by what is sometimes mistakenly referred to as a minstrels' gallery. While
musicians may have played from this vantage point, its true purpose was to admit an audience, for at the time of the
Banqueting House's construction Kings still lived in "splendour and state", or publicly. The less exalted and the
general public would be permitted to crowd the gallery in order to watch the King dine. The lower status of those in
the gallery was emphasised by the lack of an internal staircase, the gallery only being accessible by an external
staircase. The building was, however, later extended to accommodate an internal staircase.

The ceiling by Peter Paul Rubens.

James I, for whom the Banqueting House was created, died in 1625
and was succeeded by his son, Charles I. The accession of Charles I
heralded a new era in the cultural history of England. The new King
was a great patron of the arts—he added to the Royal Collection and
encouraged the great painters of Europe to come to England. In 1623
he visited Spain where he was impressed by Titian, Rubens, and
Velázquez.[15] It became his ambition to find a comparable painter for
his own court. Rubens was lured to England with the offer of a
knighthood, and the Banqueting House ceiling was then painted in
1635. The subject, commissioned by the King, was the glorification of
his father, titled The Apotheosis of James I, and was an allegory of his
own birth.[16] To the King's chagrin, having finished the ceiling,
Rubens took his knighthood and decamped back to Antwerp, leaving
Anthony van Dyck, lured not only with a knighthood but also a
pension and a house, to remain in England as the court painter.[16]

Inigo Jones later designed another double-cube room at Wilton House,
to display Van Dyck's portraits of the aristocratic Pembroke family.

Given the attention and effort which were lavished by Charles I on the
Banqueting House, his end was not without irony. On the afternoon of 30 January 1649 it was probably from the
Banqueting House's central window that he stepped out onto the scaffold which had been erected outside for the
purpose of his execution.[17]

Legacy

Unlike the architecture of the more southern European countries, English architecture went through no period of
evolution to classicism. Through Jones it arrived suddenly and fully formed. Before this, English architecture had
still been based on the styles of the Middle Ages, if for the previous century influenced indirectly by the Italian
Renaissance, which had resulted in an English renaissance style during the late Elizabethan and Jacobean periods.[18]

However, as can be seen at Hatfield House, one of England's first purpose-built "Renaissance" houses, even during
this era, English domestic architecture never quite lost its "castle air."
Thus, through Inigo Jones' work at the Queen's House and the Banqueting House, English architecture was 
transformed. The overthrow of the monarch and establishment of the puritanical Commonwealth caused the style to 
be seen as Royalist, which delayed its spread; but within a few years of the Restoration almost every English county 
was to have some buildings in the classical style. The Banqueting House and its features became much copied. A 
much-favoured motif was the placing of pediments above not only the focal point of a façade but also its windows.
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The use of alternating segmental and triangular pediments, an arrangement employed by Vasari as early as 1550 at
the Medicis' Palazzo Uffizi in Florence,[19] was a particular favourite. Provincial architects began to recreate the
motifs of the Banqueting House throughout England, with varying degrees of competence. Examples of the style's
popularity can be found throughout England; the then-remote county of Somerset alone contains three 17th-century
versions of the Banqueting House: Brympton d'Evercy, Hinton House, and Ashton Court.[20] Following the fall of
the monarchy, Jones' career was effectively ended, his style seen as royalist. He died in 1652, never having seen the
popularity of the architectural concepts he introduced.
James II was the last monarch to live at Whitehall; William III and Mary II preferred to live elsewhere and
eventually reconstructed Hampton Court Palace. Following the fire which destroyed Whitehall Palace, the
Banqueting Hall became redundant for the purpose for which it was designed, and it was converted to a chapel to
replace the Chapel Royal of Whitehall, which had been destroyed in the fire and was used to host concerts. It
remained a chapel before being given to the Royal United Services Institute by Queen Victoria in 1893.[8] Highly
controversial plans to partition the large mansion house space in the service of offices for the Institution were
quickly dropped in favour of the creation of a museum which displayed personal items of famous commanders and
included the skeleton of Napoleon's horse. The museum closed in 1962, and the great south window, closed up by
the RUSI, was restored.[21]

Notes
[1] While the Queen's House at Greenwich is often referred to as England's first consciously classical building, its completion was delayed until

1635, some thirteen years after the completion of the Banqueting House. Halliday, p 149
[2][2] Coppelstone, p 835
[3][3] William, p 47
[4] Images of England: Banqueting House (http:/ / www. imagesofengland. org. uk/ details/ default. aspx?pid=1& id=207615). English Heritage.

. Retrieved 2008-02-29.
[5] "Who We Are" (http:/ / www. hrp. org. uk/ aboutus/ whoweare/ default. aspx). Historic Royal Palaces. . Retrieved 2012-01-31.
[6][6] Williams, p 45
[7][7] Fletcher, p 715
[8][8] Fletcher, p 716
[9][9] Halliday, p 154
[10] The completed palace would have been 1280′ by 950′ and the central courtyard would have been twice the size of the courtyard of the

Louvre. Fletcher, p 711 & 715
[11][11] Williams, p 50
[12][12] Great Buildings
[13][13] Halliday, p 156
[14] "The Banqueting House" (http:/ / www. british-history. ac. uk/ report. aspx?compid=67777). Survey of London: volume 13: St Margaret,

Westminster, part II: Whitehall I. 1930. . Retrieved 2009-07-17. "beinge in Lengthe 110 foote, and in breadth 55 foote, the under story being
arched 16 foote in haight, the upper story 55 foote highe"

[15][15] Halliday
[16][16] Halliday, p 152
[17] Samuel Rawson Gardiner, History of the Great Civil War: 1642-1649 (Volume 4), Longmans, 1893, at page 321
[18][18] Halliday, p 148
[19][19] Coppelstone, p 249
[20][20] Dunning, p 21
[21] "History of the Building" (http:/ / www. rusi. org/ about/ venue/ history/ ). Royal United Services Institute. . Retrieved 2012-01-31.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Giorgio_Vasari
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Uffizi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Florence
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Brympton_d%27Evercy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hinton_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ashton_Court
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=James_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_III_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mary_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hampton_Court_Palace
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_United_Services_Institute
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Victoria_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Queen%27s_House
http://www.imagesofengland.org.uk/details/default.aspx?pid=1&id=207615
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=English_Heritage
http://www.hrp.org.uk/aboutus/whoweare/default.aspx
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=67777
http://www.rusi.org/about/venue/history/


Banqueting House, Whitehall 29

References
• Dunning, Robert. 1991. Somerset Country Houses. Wimborne, Dorset: The Dovecote Press.
• The Department for the Environment (1983). The Banqueting House Whitehall. Her Majesty's Stationery Office.

ISBN 0-86056-106-2.
• Fletcher, B (1921). A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method. London: B.T. Batsford, Ltd.
• Halliday, E. E. (1967). Cultural History of England. London: Thames & Hudson.
• Williams, Neville (1971). Royal Homes. Lutterworth Press. ISBN 0-7188-0803-7

External links
• Official website (http:/ / www. hrp. org. uk/ banquetinghouse/ )

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Department_for_Environment%2C_Food_and_Rural_Affairs
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Her_Majesty%27s_Stationery_Office
http://www.hrp.org.uk/banquetinghouse/


Bath Abbey 30

Bath Abbey

Church of SS Peter and Paul

Bath Abbey

51°22′53″N 2°21′31″W

Country United Kingdom

Denomination Church of England

Churchmanship Low Church[1]

Website www.bathabbey.org [2]

History

Dedication Saint Peter and Saint Paul

Administration

Parish Bath Abbey with St James

Diocese Bath and Wells

Province Canterbury

Clergy

Rector The Revd Preb Edward Mason

Vicar(s) The Revd Dr Alan Garrow Theologian

Curate(s) The Revd Dr Adrian McConnaughie

Laity

Organist/Director of music Dr Peter King [3]

The Abbey Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Bath, commonly known as Bath Abbey, is an Anglican parish
church and a former Benedictine monastery in Bath, Somerset, England. Founded in the 7th century, Bath Abbey
was reorganised in the 10th century and rebuilt in the 12th and 16th centuries; major restoration work was carried out
by Sir George Gilbert Scott in the 1860s. It is one of the largest examples of Perpendicular Gothic architecture in the
West Country.
The church is cruciform in plan, and is able to seat 1200. An active place of worship, with hundreds of congregation
members and hundreds of thousands of visitors each year, it is used for religious services, secular civic ceremonies,
concerts and lectures. The choir performs in the abbey and elsewhere. There is a heritage museum in the vaults.
The abbey is a Grade I listed building,[4][5] particularly noted for its fan vaulting. It contains war memorials for the 
local population and monuments to several notable people, in the form of wall and floor plaques and commemorative 
stained glass. The church has two organs and a peal of ten bells. The west front includes sculptures of angels
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climbing to heaven on two stone ladders.

History

Early history

The
sculptures
of angels

climb
Jacob's

Ladder on
the west
front of

Bath
Abbey

In 675 Osric, King of the Hwicce, granted the Abbess Berta 100 hides near Bath for the establishment
of a convent.[6] This religious house became a monastery under the patronage of the Bishop of
Worcester. King Offa of Mercia successfully wrested "that most famous monastery at Bath"[7] from
the bishop in 781. William of Malmesbury tells that Offa rebuilt the monastic church, which may have
occupied the site of an earlier pagan temple, to such a standard that King Eadwig was moved to
describe it as being "marvellously built";[7] little is known about the architecture of this first building
on the site. Monasticism in England had declined by that time, but Eadwig's brother Edgar (who was
crowned "King of the English" at the abbey in 973[8]) began its revival on his accession to the throne
in 959. He encouraged monks to adopt the Rule of St Benedict, which was introduced at Bath under
Abbot Ælfheah (St. Alphege).
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The abbey in 1875

A 17th-century form of the Royal coat of arms on
the abbey ceiling

Bath Abbey (Roman Bath view)

Norman Conquest to the Dissolution

Bath was ravaged in the power struggle between the sons of William
the Conqueror following his death in 1087. The victor, William Rufus,
granted the city to a royal physician, John of Tours, who became
Bishop of Wells and Abbot of Bath.[9][10] Shortly after his consecration
John bought Bath Abbey's grounds from the king,[10] as well as the city
of Bath itself. Whether John paid Rufus for the city or whether he was
given it as a gift by the king is unclear.[11] The abbey had recently lost
its abbot, Ælfsige, and according to Domesday Book was the owner of
large estates in and near the city; it was likely the abbey's wealth that
attracted John to take over the monastery.[12] By acquiring Bath, John
also acquired the mint that was in the city.[13] In 1090 he transferred
the seat, or administration, of the bishopric to Bath Abbey,[14][15]

probably in an attempt to increase the revenues of his see. Bath was a
rich abbey, and Wells had always been a poor diocese. By taking over
the abbey, John increased his episcopal revenues.[16] William of
Malmesbury portrays the moving of the episcopal seat as motivated by
a desire for the lands of the abbey, but it was part of a pattern at the
time of moving cathedral seats from small villages to larger towns.[11]

When John moved his episcopal seat, he also took over the abbey of
Bath as his cathedral chapter, turning his diocese into a bishopric
served by monks instead of the canons at Wells who had previously
served the diocese.[17] John rebuilt the monastic church at Bath, which
had been damaged during one of Robert de Mowbray's rebellions.
Permission was given to move the see of Somerset from Wells – a
comparatively small settlement – to the then walled city of Bath.[10][15]

When this was effected in 1090, John became the first Bishop of Bath,
and St Peter's was raised to cathedral status.[18] As the roles of bishop
and abbot had been combined, the monastery became a priory, run by
its prior. With the elevation of the abbey to cathedral status, it was felt
that a larger, more up-to-date building was required. John of Tours
planned a new cathedral on a grand scale, dedicated to Saint Peter and
Saint Paul, but only the ambulatory was complete when he died in
December 1122.[9] He was buried in the cathedral.[19] The most
renowned scholar monk based in the abbey was Adelard of Bath; after
his various travels he was back in the monastery by 1106.[20]

The half-finished cathedral was devastated by fire in 1137,[21] but work
continued under Godfrey, the new bishop, until about 1156; the completed building was approximately 330 feet
(101 m) long. There were 40 monks on the roll in 1206.[22] Joint cathedral status was awarded by Pope Innocent IV
to Bath and Wells in 1245.[23] Roger of Salisbury was appointed the first Bishop of Bath and Wells, having been
Bishop of Bath for a year previously. Later bishops preferred Wells, the canons of which had successfully petitioned
various popes down the years for Wells to regain cathedral status. Bath Cathedral gradually fell into disrepair. In
1485 the priory had 22 monks.[22] The existence of an ambulatory suggests a very large building, on a par with
Durham Cathedral.
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When Oliver King, Bishop of Bath and Wells 1495–1503, visited Bath in 1499 he was shocked to find this famous
church in ruins.[24][25] He also described lax discipline, idleness and a group of monks "all too eager to succumb to
the temptations of the flesh".[22] He took a year to consider what action to take, before writing to the Prior of Bath in
October 1500 to explain that a large amount of the priory income would be dedicated to rebuilding the cathedral.[26]

Work probably began the following spring. Bishop King planned a smaller church, covering the area of the Norman
nave only.[22] He did not live to see the result, but the restoration of the cathedral was completed just a few years
before the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539.[27] The new church is not a typical example of the Perpendicular
form of Gothic architecture; the low aisles and nave arcades and the very tall clerestory present the opposite balance
to that which was usual in perpendicular churches. As this building was to serve as a monastic church, it was built to
a cruciform plan, which had become relatively rare in parish churches of the time. The interior contains fine fan
vaulting by Robert and William Vertue, who designed similar vaulting for the Henry VII chapel, at Westminster
Abbey. The building has 52 windows, occupying about 80% of the wall space,[24] giving the interior an impression
of lightness, and reflecting the different attitudes towards churchmanship shown by the clergy of the time and those
of the 12th century.

Reformation and subsequent decline

Prior Holloway surrendered Bath Priory to the crown in January 1539. The church was stripped of lead, iron and
glass and left to decay. In 1574, Queen Elizabeth I promoted the restoration of the church, to serve as the grand
parish church of Bath. She ordered that a national fund should be set up to finance the work.[28] James Montague, the
Bishop of Bath and Wells from 1608–1616, paid £1,000 for a new nave roof of timber lath construction; according
to the inscription on his tomb, this was prompted after seeking shelter in the roofless nave during a thunderstorm. He
is buried in an alabaster tomb in the north aisle.[29]

Modern renaissance

The nave showing the fan vaulting of the nave
ceiling

Major restoration work was carried out by Sir George Gilbert Scott in
the 1860s, funded by the rector, Charles Kemble. The work included
the installation of fan vaulting in the nave, which was not merely a
fanciful aesthetic addition but a completion of the original design.[30]

Bishop King had arranged for the vaulting of the choir, to a design by
William and Robert Vertue. There are clues in the stonework that King
intended the vaulting to continue into the nave, but that this plan was
abandoned, probably for reasons of cost. Work carried out in the 20th
and 21st centuries included a full cleaning of the stonework and the
reconstruction of the pipe organ by Klais Orgelbau of Bonn.
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Architecture

Flying buttresses and a pinnacle at the abbey

The cruciform abbey is built of Bath Stone, which gives the exterior its
yellow colour. It is not a typical example of the Perpendicular form of
Gothic architecture with low aisles and nave arcades and a tall
clerestory. The walls and roofs are supported by buttresses and
surmounted by battlements, pinnacles and pierced parapets, many of
which were added by George Manners during his 1830's
restorations.[5][31]

The nave, which has five bays, is 211 feet (64 m) long and 35 feet
(11 m) wide to the pillars and rises to 75 feet (23 m),[32] with the whole
church being 225 feet (69 m) long and 80 feet (24 m) wide.[33]

The west front, which was originally constructed in 1520, has a large arched window and detailed carvings.[5] Above
the window are carvings of angels and to either side long stone ladders with angels climbing up them. Below the
window a battlemented parapet supports a statue and beneath this, on either side of the door, are statues of St Peter
and St Paul.[34] Restoration work in the late 20th century involved cleaning with electronically controlled
intermittent water sprays and ammonium carbonate poultices. One of the figures which had lost its head and
shoulders was replaced.[35] The sculptures on the West front have been interpreted as representing "spiritual ascent
through the virtue of humility and descent through the vice of pride"[30] and Christ as the Man of Sorrow and the
Antichrist.[36] During the 1990s a major restoration and cleaning work were carried out on the exterior stonework,
returning it to the yellow colour hidden under centuries of dirt.[37]

Windows
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Stained glass window showing the coronation of
King Edgar by Dunstan

The building has 52 windows, occupying about 80 percent of the wall
space. The east end has a square-framed window of seven lights.[24] It
includes a depiction of the nativity made by Clayton and Bell in
1872,[38] and was presented to the church by the Bath Literary
Club.[39]

The window of the Four Evangelists over the northwest door is a
memorial to Charles Empson, who died in 1861.[32]

In 2010 a stained glass window was uncovered in the abbey vaults. The
design around the window is by William Burges.[40][41]

Tower

The two-stage central tower is not square but oblong in plan. It has two
bell openings on each side and four polygonal turret pinnacles.[5] The
tower is 150 feet (46 m) high,[42] and is accessed by a staircase of 212
steps.[43]

Bells

In 1700 the old ring of six bells was replaced by a new ring of eight.
All but the tenor still survive. In 1770 two lighter bells were added to
create the first ring of ten bells in the diocese. The tenor was recast in
1870.[44] The abbey's tower is now home to a ring of ten bells, which
are – unusually – hung so that the order of the bells from highest to
lowest runs anti-clockwise around the ringing chamber. The tenor weighs 33 cwt (3,721 lb or 1,688 kg).[45] Bath is a
noted centre of change ringing in the West Country.

Interior

The interior fan vaulting ceiling, originally installed by Robert and William Vertue, was restored by Sir George
Gilbert Scott between 1864 and 1874.[31] The fan vaulting provides structural stability by distributing the weight of
the roof down ribs that transfer the force into the supporting columns via the flying buttresses.[46]

Scott's work in the 1870s included the installation of large gas chandeliers made by the Coventry metalworker
Francis Skidmore. They were converted to electricity in 1979.[47] Other new features included a new pulpit and
seating. A marble altarpiece from General George Wade in the sanctuary was removed and replaced with a
decorative reredos.[48]

In the 1920s Thomas Graham Jackson redesigned the Norman Chapel into a War Memorial Chapel, now
Gethsemane Chapel, and added a cloister.[49] New quire screens were installed in 2004, partly to improve the
acoustics, topped with 12 carved angels playing musical instruments.[50]
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Monuments

The memorial to William Bingham, with figures
of angels on each side of a wall-mounted plaque

Within the abbey are 617 wall memorials and 847 floor stones.[51]

They include those dedicated to Beau Nash, Admiral Arthur Phillip
(first Governor of the colony of New South Wales, which became part
of Australia after federation in 1901), James Montague (Bishop of Bath
and Wells), Lady Waller (wife of William Waller, a Roundhead
military leader in the English Civil War), Elizabeth Grieve (wife of
James Grieve, physician to Elizabeth, Empress of Russia), Sir William
Baker, John Sibthorp, Richard Hussey Bickerton, William Hoare,
Richard Bickerton and US Senator William Bingham. Many of the
monuments in the churchyard were carved between 1770 and 1860 by
Reeves of Bath. War memorials include those commemorating the
First Anglo-Afghan War (1841–42), the First World War (1914–18),

and the Second World War (1939–45). The most recent memorial was installed in 1958 to commemorate Isaac
Pitman, the developer of Pitman shorthand, who died in 1897.[51]

Main organ

The first mention of an organ in the abbey dates to 1634, but nothing is known of that instrument. The first properly
recorded organ in Bath Abbey was built by Abraham Jordan in 1708. It was modified in 1718 and 1739 by Jordan's
son. The specification recorded in 1800 was one of twenty stops spread over three manuals.[52] The compasses of the
manuals were extended, one and a half octaves of pedals were added and the instrument renovated in 1802 by John
Holland; further repairs were effected by Flight & Robson in 1826.[7] This instrument was removed first to the
Bishop's Palace at Wells in 1836,[53] then to St Mary's Church, Yatton, where it was subsequently rebuilt and
extensively modified.[54]

The organ in the north transept, rebuilt in 1997 by
Klais Orgelbau

The abbey's next organ was built in 1836 by John Smith of Bristol, to a
specification of thirty stops over three manuals and pedals.[55] This
instrument was rebuilt on a new gallery in the North Transept by
William Hill & Son of London in 1868, to a specification of forty stops
spread over four manuals and pedals, although the Solo department,
which would have brought the total to well over forty, was not
completed.[56] It was mostly removed to the Church of St Peter & St
Paul, Cromer in 1896, the remainder being kept for incorporation in the
new abbey organ.[57]

A new organ was supplied to the abbey in 1895 by Norman and Beard
of Norwich. It had 52 stops spread over four manuals and pedals,[58]

and stood divided on two steel beams in the North and South crossing
arches, with the console standing on the floor next to the north-west
pier of the crossing. New cases were to be provided to designs by
Brian Oliver of Bath, but were never executed.[7] Norman & Beard
re-erected it in a new case designed by Sir Thomas Jackson in the
North Transept in 1914, with the addition of two stops to the Pedal.[7]

It was again rebuilt by them in 1930, and then by Hill, Norman and
Beard in 1948, which brought the number of stops to 58.[59] In 1972
this was increased to a total of 65 speaking stops. The Positive division, with its separate case behind the console,

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Bingham
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWilliamBinghamMemorialBathAbbey20040731_CopyrightKaihsuTai.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Memorials
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beau_Nash
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arthur_Phillip
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Waller
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Roundhead
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=English_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_William_Baker
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_William_Baker
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Sibthorp
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_Richard_Bickerton%2C_2nd_Baronet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Hoare
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_Richard_Bickerton%2C_1st_Baronet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Bingham
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Abbey_Cemetery
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Reeves_of_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_Anglo-Afghan_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isaac_Pitman
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isaac_Pitman
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pitman_shorthand
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abraham_Jordan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Flight_%26_Robson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bishop%27s_Palace%2C_Wells
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Church_of_St_Mary%2C_Yatton
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Yatton
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Klais_Orgelbau
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AOrgan_of_Bath_Abbey.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bristol
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Transept
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Church_of_St_Peter_%26_St_Paul%2C_Cromer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Church_of_St_Peter_%26_St_Paul%2C_Cromer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cromer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norman_and_Beard
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norwich
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Crossing_%28architecture%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Organ_console
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pier_%28architecture%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Brian_Oliver_%28architect%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Graham_Jackson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Hill_%26_Son_and_Norman_and_Beard_Ltd.
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Hill_%26_Son_and_Norman_and_Beard_Ltd.
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Organ_console


Bath Abbey 37

was installed at the same time. Problems caused by the tonal scheme's lack of coherence – the 1895 pipework
contrasting sharply with that of 1972 – and with reliability, caused by the wide variety of different types of key
actions, all difficult to access, led to the decision to have the instrument rebuilt yet again.
The organ was totally reconstructed in 1997 by Klais Orgelbau of Bonn, retaining the existing instrument as far as
was possible and restoring it largely to its 1895 condition, although the Positive division was kept.[60] The instrument
as it now stands has 63 speaking stops over four manuals and pedals,[61] and is built largely on the Werkprinzip
principle of organ layout: the case is only one department deep, except for parts of the Pedal sited at the back rather
than the sides of the case. New 75 percent tin front pipes were made and the case completed with back, side walls
and roof. Pierced panelling executed by Derek Riley of Lyndale Woodcarving in Saxmundham, Suffolk, was
provided to allow sound egress from the bottom of the case. The old console has been retained but thoroughly rebuilt
with modern accessories and all-new manuals. Twenty-two of the organ's 83 ranks contain some pipework from the
1868 instrument. Four ranks are made up entirely of 1868 pipework, and 21 contain 1895 pipework. Only two ranks
are entirely of 1895. Forty-eight ranks contain some new pipework, 34 of which are entirely new. Old wind pressures
have been used wherever possible. The old wind reservoirs have also been restored rather than replaced. The
instrument has tracker key action on the manuals, with electrically assisted tracker action to the pedals. The stop
action is electric throughout.

Continuo organ

A four-stop continuo organ was built for the abbey in 1999 by Northampton-based organ builder Kenneth Tickell.[62]

The instrument, contained in a case of dark oak, is portable, and can be tuned to three pitches: A=440 Hz (modern
concert pitch), A=415 Hz and A=486 Hz. A lever pedal can reduce the stops sounding to only the 8' stop and, when
released, returns the organ to the registration in use before it was depressed.[63]

Choir
The abbey has sections for boys, girls and men. As well as singing at the abbey, they also tour to cathedrals in the
UK and Europe. The choir has broadcast Choral Evensong on BBC Radio 3,[64] and has made several recordings. It
performed at the Three Tenors concert for the opening of the Thermae Bath Spa.[65] The abbey is also used as a
venue for visiting choirs and, from its inception in 1947, the City of Bath Bach Choir.[66]

Heritage Vaults Museum
The Bath Abbey Heritage Vaults Museum is located in the restored 18th-century cellars, and features artifacts and
exhibits about the abbey's history. Displays include the different buildings on the site and their uses, the abbey's
impact on the community, the construction, architecture and sculptures of the buildings, artifacts and sculptures, and
the role of the abbey in present times.[67] The museum opened in 1994,[68] but is currently closed for redevelopment.
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Bath (   /ˈbɑːθ/ or /ˈbæθ/) is a city in the ceremonial county of Somerset in the south west of England. It is situated
97 miles (156 km) west of London and 13 miles (21 km) south-east of Bristol. The population of the city is
83,992.[1] It was granted city status by Royal Charter by Queen Elizabeth I in 1590,[2] and was made a county
borough in 1889 which gave it administrative independence from its county, Somerset. The city became part of
Avon when that county was created in 1974. Since 1996, when Avon was abolished, Bath has been the principal
centre of the unitary authority of Bath and North East Somerset (B&NES).
The city was first established as a spa with the Latin name, Aquae Sulis ("the waters of Sulis") by the Romans
sometime in the AD 60s about 20 years after they had arrived in Britain (AD43), although oral tradition suggests that
Bath was known before then.[3] They built baths and a temple on the surrounding hills of Bath in the valley of the
River Avon around hot springs.[4] Edgar was crowned king of England at Bath Abbey in 973.[5] Much later, it
became popular as a spa town during the Georgian era, which led to a major expansion that left a heritage of
exemplary Georgian architecture crafted from Bath Stone.
The City of Bath was inscribed as a World Heritage Site in 1987. The city has a variety of theatres, museums, and
other cultural and sporting venues, which have helped to make it a major centre for tourism, with over one million
staying visitors and 3.8 million day visitors to the city each year.[6] The city has two universities and several schools
and colleges. There is a large service sector, and growing information and communication technologies and creative
industries, providing employment for the population of Bath and the surrounding area.

History

Iron Age and Roman

The Great Bath at the Roman Baths. The entire
structure above the level of the pillar bases is a

later construction.

The hills around Bath such as Bathampton Down saw human activity
from the Mesolithic period.[7][8] Several Bronze Age round barrows
were opened by John Skinner in the 18th century.[9] Bathampton Camp
may have been an Iron Age hill fort or stock enclosure.[10][11] A Long
barrow site believed to be from the Beaker people was flattened to
make way for RAF Charmy Down.[12]

Archaeological evidence shows that the site of the Roman Baths' main
spring was treated as a shrine by the Iron Age Britons,[13] and was
dedicated to the goddess Sulis, whom the Romans identified with
Minerva; however, the name Sulis continued to be used after the
Roman invasion, leading to the town's Roman name of Aquae Sulis
(literally, "the waters of Sulis").[14] Messages to her scratched onto
metal, known as curse tablets, have been recovered from the Sacred
Spring by archaeologists.[15] These curse tablets were written in Latin, and usually laid curses on people by whom
the writers felt they had been wronged. For example, if a citizen had his clothes stolen at the baths, he would write a
curse, naming the suspects, on a tablet to be read by the Goddess Sulis Minerva.

The temple was constructed in 60–70 AD and the bathing complex was gradually built up over the next 300 years.[4]

During the Roman occupation of Britain, and possibly on the instructions of Emperor Claudius,[16] engineers drove
oak piles into the mud to provide a stable foundation and surrounded the spring with an irregular stone chamber lined
with lead. In the 2nd century, the spring was enclosed within a wooden barrel-vaulted building,[13] which housed the
calidarium (hot bath), tepidarium (warm bath), and frigidarium (cold bath).[17] The city was given defensive walls,
probably in the 3rd century.[18] After the failure of Roman authority in the first decade of the 5th century, the baths
fell into disrepair and were eventually lost due to silting up.[19]
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In March 2012 a hoard of 30,000 silver Roman coins, one of the largest hoards discovered in Britain, was discovered
in Bath during an archaeological dig. The coins, believed to date from the third century, were unearthed about 450
feet from the Roman Baths.[20]

Post-Roman and Medieval

Bath Abbey

Bath may have been the site of the Battle of Mons Badonicus (c.
500 AD), where King Arthur is said to have defeated the
Anglo-Saxons, although this is disputed.[21] The city fell to the West
Saxons in 577 after the Battle of Deorham;[22][22] the Anglo-Saxon
poem known as The Ruin may describe the appearance of the Roman
site about this time.[23] A monastery was set up in Bath at an early
date – reputedly by Saint David, though more probably in 675 by
Osric, King of the Hwicce,[24] perhaps using the walled area as its
precinct.[25][26] Nennius, a ninth-century historian, mentions a "Hot
Lake" in the land of the Hwicce, which was along the Severn, and adds
"It is surrounded by a wall, made of brick and stone, and men may go

there to bathe at any time, and every man can have the kind of bath he likes. If he wants, it will be a cold bath; and if
he wants a hot bath, it will be hot". Bede also describes hot baths in the geographical introduction to the
Ecclesiastical History in terms very similar to those of Nennius.[27] King Offa of Mercia gained control of this
monastery in 781 and rebuilt the church, which was dedicated to St. Peter.[28]

Map of Bath by John Speed published in 1610

By the 9th century the old Roman street pattern had been lost and Bath
had become a royal possession, with King Alfred laying out the town
afresh, leaving its south-eastern quadrant as the abbey precinct.[29] In
the Burghal Hidage Bath is described as having walls of 1,375 yards
(1,257 m) and was allocated 1000 men for defence.[30] During the
reign of Edward the Elder coins were minted in the town, based on a
design from the Winchester mint but with 'BAD' on the obverse
relating to the Anglo-Saxons name for the town Baðum, Baðan or
Baðon, meaning "at the baths,"[31] and this was the source of the
present name. Edgar of England was crowned king of England in Bath
Abbey in 973.[5]

King William Rufus granted the city to a royal physician, John of Tours, who became Bishop of Wells and Abbot of
Bath,[32][33] following the sacking of the town during the Rebellion of 1088.[34] It was papal policy for bishops to
move to more urban seats, and he translated his own from Wells to Bath.[35] He planned and began a much larger
church as his cathedral, to which was attached a priory, with the bishop's palace beside it.[32] New baths were built
around the three springs. However, later bishops returned the episcopal seat to Wells, while retaining the name of
Bath in their title as the Bishop of Bath and Wells. St John's Hospital was founded around 1180, by Bishop Reginald
Fitz Jocelin and is among the oldest almshouses in England.[36] The 'hospital of the baths' was built beside the hot
springs of the Cross Bath, for their health giving properties and to provide shelter for the poor infirm.[37]

Administrative systems fell within the Hundreds. The Bath Hundred had various names over the centuries including
The Hundred of Le Buri. The Bath Foreign Hundred or Forinsecum covered the area outside the city itself. They
were later combined into the Bath Forum Hundred. The wealthy merchants had no status within the Hundred Courts
and formed guilds to gain influence, they also built the first guildhall probably in the 13th century. Around 1200 the
first mayor was also appointed.[38]
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Early Modern

The Circus

By the 15th century, Bath's abbey church was badly dilapidated and in
need of repairs.[39] Oliver King, Bishop of Bath and Wells, decided in
1500 to rebuild it on a smaller scale. The new church was completed
just a few years before Bath Priory was dissolved in 1539 by Henry
VIII.[40] The abbey church was allowed to become derelict before
being restored as the city's parish church in the Elizabethan era, when
the city experienced a revival as a spa. The baths were improved and
the city began to attract the aristocracy. Bath was granted city status by
Royal charter by Queen Elizabeth I in 1590.[2]

During the English Civil War, the city was garrisoned for King Charles
the 1st and seven thousand pounds spent on fortifications. However upon the appearance of parliamantary forces the
gates were thrown open and the city surrendered, and it then become a significant post in Somerset for the New
Model Army under William Waller.[41] It was retaken by royalists following the Battle of Lansdowne which was
fought on 5 July 1643 on the northern outskirts of the city.[42] Thomas Guidott, who had been a student of chemistry
and medicine at Wadham College, Oxford, moved to Bath and set up practice in 1668. He became interested in the
curative properties of the waters and he wrote A discourse of Bathe, and the hot waters there. Also, Some Enquiries
into the Nature of the water in 1676. This brought the health-giving properties of the hot mineral waters to the
attention of the country and soon the aristocracy started to arrive to partake in them.[43]

The Royal Crescent from the air: Georgian taste
favoured the regularity of Bath's streets and
squares and the contrast with adjacent rural

nature.

Several areas of the city underwent development during the Stuart
period, and this increased during Georgian times in response to the
increasing number of visitors to the spa and resort town who required
accommodation.[44] The architects John Wood the elder and his son
John Wood the younger laid out the new quarters in streets and
squares, the identical façades of which gave an impression of palatial
scale and classical decorum.[45] Much of the creamy gold Bath Stone
used for construction throughout the city was obtained from the
limestone Combe Down and Bathampton Down Mines, which were
owned by Ralph Allen (1694–1764).[46] Allen, in order to advertise the
quality of his quarried limestone, commissioned the elder John Wood
to build him a country house on his Prior Park estate between the city
and the mines.[46] He was also responsible for improving and

expanding the postal service in western England, for which he held the contract for over forty years.[46] Though not
fond of politics, Allen was a civic-minded man, and served as a member of the Bath Corporation for many years. He
was elected Mayor of the city for a single term, in 1742, at age 50.[46]

The early 18th century saw Bath acquire its first purpose-built theatre, the Old Orchard Street Theatre, which was
rebuilt as the Theatre Royal, the along with the Grand Pump Room attached to the Roman Baths and assembly
rooms. Master of Ceremonies Beau Nash, who presided over the city's social life from 1705 until his death in 1761,
drew up a code of behaviour for public entertainments.[47]
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Late Modern

Terraced houses on Brooklyn Road in east Bath

The population of the city had reached 40,020 by the time of the 1801
census, making it one of the largest cities in Britain.[48] William
Thomas Beckford bought a house in Lansdown Crescent in 1822,
eventually buying a further two houses in the crescent to form his
residence. Having acquired all the land between his home and the top
of Lansdown Hill, he created a garden over half a mile in length and
built Beckford's Tower at the top.[49]

Emperor Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia spent the four years of his exile,
from 1936 to 1940, at Fairfield House in Bath.[50] During World War
II, between the evening of 25 April and the early morning of 27 April 1942, Bath suffered three air raids in reprisal
for RAF raids on the German cities of Lübeck and Rostock, part of the Luftwaffe campaign popularly known as the
Baedeker Blitz. Over 400 people were killed, and more than 19,000 buildings were damaged or destroyed.[51]

Houses in the Royal Crescent, Circus and Paragon were burnt out along with the Assembly Rooms, while part of the
south side of Queen Square was destroyed.[52]

A postwar review of inadequate housing led to the clearance and redevelopment of areas of the city in a postwar
style, often at variance with the local Georgian style. In the 1950s the nearby villages of Combe Down, Twerton and
Weston were incorporated into Bath to enable the development of further housing, much of it council housing. In the
1970s and 1980s it was recognised that conservation of historic buildings was inadequate, leading to more care and
reuse of buildings and open spaces.[53] In 1987 the city was selected by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site,
recognising its international cultural significance.[53]

Since 2000, developments have included the Bath Spa, SouthGate and the Bath Western Riverside project.[54]

Governance
Historically part of the county of Somerset, Bath was made a county borough in 1889 and hence independent of the
newly created administrative Somerset county council.[55] Bath became part of Avon when that non-metropolitan
county was created in 1974. Since the abolition of Avon in 1996, Bath has been the main centre of the unitary
authority of Bath and North East Somerset (B&NES).[56] Bath remains, however, in the ceremonial county of
Somerset, though not within the administrative non-metropolitan county of Somerset.
Because Bath is unparished, there is no longer a city council or parish council in the city. The City of Bath's
ceremonial functions, including the mayoralty – which can be traced back to 1230 – and control of the coat of arms,
are now maintained by the Charter Trustees of the City of Bath.[57] The coat of arms includes two silver strips, which
represent the River Avon and the hot springs. The sword of St. Paul is a link to Bath Abbey. The supporters, a lion
and a bear, stand on a bed of acorns, a link to Bladud, the subject of the Legend of Bath. The knight's helmet
indicates a municipality and the crown is that of King Edgar.[58]

Before the Reform Act 1832 Bath elected two members to the unreformed House of Commons.[59] Bath now has a
single parliamentary constituency, with Liberal Democrat Don Foster as Member of Parliament (1992– ). His
election was a notable result of the 1992 general election, as Chris Patten, the previous Member (and a Cabinet
Minister) played a major part, as Chairman of the Conservative Party, in getting the government of John Major
re-elected, but failed to defend his marginal seat in Bath. Don Foster has been re-elected as the MP for Bath in every
election since. As of 2010, his majority stands at 11883.[60]

The electoral wards of the Bath and North East Somerset unitary authority within Bath are the central Abbey,
Kingsmead and Walcot wards, and the more outlying Bathwick, Combe Down, Lambridge, Lansdown, Lyncombe,
Newbridge, Odd Down, Oldfield, Southdown, Twerton, Westmoreland, Weston and Widcombe wards.[53]
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Geography

Physical geography

Bath is at the bottom of the Avon Valley, and near the southern edge of the Cotswolds, a range of limestone hills
designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The hills that surround and make up the city have a maximum
altitude of 238 metres (781 ft) on the Lansdown plateau. Bath has an area of 29 square kilometres (11 sq mi).[61]

Cleveland House and the cast iron bridges of
Sydney Gardens over the Kennet and Avon Canal

The flood plain of the River Avon, which runs through the centre of
the city, has an altitude of about 18 metres (59 ft) above sea level.[62]

The river, once an unnavigable series of braided streams broken up by
swamps and ponds, has been managed by weirs into a single channel.
Nevertheless, periodic flooding, which shortened the life of many
buildings in the lowest part of the city, was normal until major flood
control works in the 1970s.[63]

The water which bubbles up from the ground, as geothermal springs,
previously fell as rain on the Mendip Hills. It percolates down through
limestone aquifers to a depth of between 2,700 and 4,300 metres (c.
9,000–14,000 ft) where geothermal energy raises the water
temperature to between 64 and 96 °C (c. 147–205 °F). Under pressure, the heated water rises to the surface along
fissures and faults in the limestone. This process is similar to an artificial one known as Enhanced Geothermal
System which also makes use of the high pressures and temperatures below the Earth's crust. Hot water at a
temperature of 46 °C (115 °F) rises here at the rate of 1,170,000 litres (257,364 imp gal) every day,[64] from a
geological fault (the Pennyquick fault). In 1983, a new spa water bore-hole was sunk, providing a clean and safe
supply of spa water for drinking in the Pump Room.[65] There is no universal definition to distinguish a hot spring
from another geothermal spring, though by several definitions, the Bath springs can be considered the only hot
springs in the UK. Three of these springs feed the thermal baths.[66]

Climate

Along with the rest of South West England, Bath has a temperate climate which is generally wetter and milder than
the rest of the country.[67] The annual mean temperature is approximately 10 °C (50 °F). Seasonal temperature
variation is less extreme than most of the United Kingdom because of the adjacent sea temperatures. The summer
months of July and August are the warmest with mean daily maxima of approximately 21 °C (69.8 °F). In winter
mean minimum temperatures of 1 °C (33.8 °F) or 2 °C (35.6 °F) are common.[67] In the summer the Azores high
pressure affects the south-west of England, however convective cloud sometimes forms inland, reducing the number
of hours of sunshine. Annual sunshine rates are slightly less than the regional average of 1,600 hours.[67] In
December 1998 there were 20 days without sun recorded at Yeovilton. Most of the rainfall in the south-west is
caused by Atlantic depressions or by convection. Most of the rainfall in autumn and winter is caused by the Atlantic
depressions, which is when they are most active. In summer, a large proportion of the rainfall is caused by sun
heating the ground leading to convection and to showers and thunderstorms. Average rainfall is around 700 mm
(28 in). About 8–15 days of snowfall is typical. November to March have the highest mean wind speeds, and June to
August have the lightest winds. The predominant wind direction is from the south-west.[67]
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Yeovilton climate: Average maximum and minimum temperatures, and average rainfall recorded between 1971 and 2000 by the

Met Office.

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Average max.

temperature °C (°F)

8.1
(46.6)

8.3
(46.9)

10.6
(51.1)

12.9
(55.2)

16.5
(61.7)

19.3
(66.7)

21.7
(71.1)

21.5
(70.7)

18.6
(65.5)

14.8
(58.6)

11.1
(52.0)

9.0
(48.2)

14.4

(57.9)

Average min.

temperature

°C (°F)

1.4
(34.5)

1.3
(34.3)

2.7
(36.9)

3.7
(38.7)

6.8
(44.2)

9.7
(49.5)

11.9
(53.4)

11.7
(53.1)

9.6
(49.3)

6.9
(44.4)

3.6
(38.5)

2.4
(36.3)

6.0

(42.8)

Rainfall

mm(inches)

72.0
(2.84)

55.6
(2.19)

56.6
(2.23)

47.3
(1.86)

48.9
(1.93)

57.2
(2.25)

48.9
(1.93)

56.6
(2.23)

64.5
(2.54)

67.9
(2.67)

65.8
(2.59)

83.3
(3.28)

724.5

(28.52)

Source: Met Office [68]

Demography

Christadelphian Hall, New King
Street

As of 2001 the city of Bath has a population of 83,992.[1] According to the UK
Government's 2001 census, Bath, together with North East Somerset, which
includes areas around Bath as far as the Chew Valley, has a population of
169,040, with an average age of 39.9 (the national average being 38.6).
Demographics shows according to the same statistics, the district is
overwhelmingly populated by people of a white background at 97.2% –
significantly higher than the national average of 90.9%. Other ethnic groups in
the district, in order of population size, are multiracial at 1%, Asian at 0.5% and
black at 0.5% (the national averages are 1.3%, 4.6% and 2.1%, respectively).[69]

The district is largely Christian at 71%, with no other religion reaching more than
0.5%. These figures generally compare with the national averages, though the
non-religious, at 19.5%, are significantly more prevalent than the national 14.8%.
7.4% of the population describe themselves as "not healthy" in the last
12 months, compared with a national average of 9.2%; nationally 18.2% of
people describe themselves as having a long-term illness, in Bath it is 15.8%.[69]
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Culture

The 18th-century Pulteney Bridge by
Robert Adam

Bath became the leading centre of fashionable life in England during the 18th
century. It was during this time that Bath's Old Orchard Street Theatre was built,
as well as architectural developments such as Lansdown Crescent,[70] the Royal
Crescent,[71] The Circus and Pulteney Bridge.[72]

Today, Bath has five theatres – Bath Theatre Royal, Ustinov Studio, the egg, the
Rondo Theatre, and the Mission Theatre – and attracts internationally renowned
companies and directors, including an annual season by Sir Peter Hall. The city
also has a long-standing musical tradition; Bath Abbey is home to the Klais
Organ and is the largest concert venue in the city,[73] with about 20 concerts and
26 organ recitals each year. Another important concert venue is the Forum, a
1,700-seat art deco building which originated as a cinema. The city holds the
Bath International Music Festival and Mozartfest every year. Other festivals
include the annual Bath Film Festival, Bath Literature Festival (and its
counterpart for children), the Bath Fringe Festival and the Bath Beer Festival,
and the Bach Festivals which occur at two and a half year intervals. An annual

competition for the Bard of Bath aims to find Bath's best poet, singer or storyteller. The Bard uses the title to develop
artistic projects in the area and leads evening bardic walks around the city. The title resurrects an Iron-Age Celtic
Druid tradition where Druids were the law-makers, judges and ceremonial leaders, Ovates were mediums, healers
and prophets and Bards were poets, musicians and history-keepers. All of them held high status and a place in
mystical/religious circles.[74]

The city is home to the Victoria Art Gallery,[75] the Museum of East Asian Art, and Holburne Museum of Art,[76]

numerous commercial art galleries and antique shops, as well as numerous museums, among them Bath Postal
Museum, the Fashion Museum, the Jane Austen Centre, the Herschel Museum of Astronomy and the Roman
Baths.[77] The Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution, now in Queen Square, and founded in 1824 on the base
of a 1777 Society for the encouragement of Agriculture, Planting, Manufactures, Commerce and the Fine Arts, has
an important collection and holds a programme of talks and discussions.[78]

Bath in the arts

Two of 104 decorated pigs on display in the city
in 2008

During the 18th century Thomas Gainsborough and Sir Thomas
Lawrence lived and worked in Bath.[79][80] John Maggs, a painter best
known for his coaching scenes, was born and lived in Bath with his
artistic family.[81] William Friese-Greene began experimenting with
celluloid and motion pictures in his studio in Bath in the 1870s,
developing some of the earliest movie camera technology there. He is
credited as the inventor of cinematography.[82]

Jane Austen lived in the city from 1801 with her father, mother and
sister Cassandra, and the family resided in the city at four successive
addresses until 1806.[83] However, Jane Austen never liked the city,
and wrote to her sister Cassandra, "It will be two years tomorrow since
we left Bath for Clifton, with what happy feelings of escape."[84] Despite these feelings, Bath has honoured her name
with the Jane Austen Centre and a city walk. Austen's later Northanger Abbey and Persuasion are largely set in the
city and feature descriptions of taking the waters, social life, and music recitals. Taking the waters is also described

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pulteney_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Adam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3APulteney_Bridge%2C_Bath_2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Old_Orchard_Street_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lansdown_Crescent%2C_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Crescent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Crescent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Circus_%28Bath%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pulteney_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Theatre_Royal
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ustinov_Studio
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_egg%2C_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rondo_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mission_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peter_Hall_%28director%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Klais_Orgelbau
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Klais_Orgelbau
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Art_deco
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_International_Music_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Literature_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Festival_of_Children%27s_Literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Fringe_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Beer_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bard_of_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Druids
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ovates
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bards
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Victoria_Art_Gallery
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Museum_of_East_Asian_Art
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Holburne_Museum_of_Art
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Postal_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Postal_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jane_Austen_Centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Herschel_Museum_of_Astronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Roman_Baths_%28Bath%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Roman_Baths_%28Bath%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Royal_Literary_and_Scientific_Institution
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABath_pigs_art_project_2008_arp.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Gainsborough
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Lawrence_%28painter%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Lawrence_%28painter%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Maggs
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Friese-Greene
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jane_Austen
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jane_Austen_Centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Northanger_Abbey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Persuasion


Bath, Somerset 48

in Charles Dickens' novel The Pickwick Papers in which Pickwick's servant, Sam Weller, comments that the water
has "a very strong flavour o' warm flat irons", while the Royal Crescent is the venue for a chase between two of the
characters, Dowler and Winkle.[85] Moyra Caldecott's novel The Waters of Sul is set in Roman Bath in 72 AD.
Richard Brinsley Sheridan's play The Rivals takes place in the city,[86] as does Roald Dahl's chilling short-story, The
Landlady.[87]

Many films and television programmes have been filmed using the architecture of Bath as the backdrop including:
the 2004 film of Thackeray's Vanity Fair,[88] The Duchess (2008),[88] The Elusive Pimpernel (1950)[88] and The
Titfield Thunderbolt (1953).[88]

In August 2003 the Three Tenors sang at a special concert to mark the opening of the Thermae Bath Spa, a new hot
water spa in Bath City Centre; delays to the project meant the spa actually opened three years later on 7 August
2006.[89]

In 2008, 104 decorated pigs were displayed around the city in a public art event called "King Bladud's Pigs in Bath".
The event celebrated the city, its origins and its artists. Decorated pig sculptures were on display throughout the
summer and were later auctioned to raise funds for Bath's Two Tunnels Greenway.[90]

Parks

Parade Gardens in July after a rain shower

High resolution view over Bath city centre from
Alexandra Park

The city has several public parks, the main one being Royal Victoria
Park, which is a short walk from the centre of the city. It was opened in
1830 by an 11-year-old Princess Victoria, and was the first park to
carry her name.[91] The park is overlooked by the Royal Crescent and
is 23 hectares (57 acres) in area.[92] It has a variety of attractions.[92]

including a skatepark, tennis courts, bowling, a putting green and a 12-
and 18-hole golf course, a pond, open air concerts, an annual funfair at
Easter,[93] and a popular children's play area. Much of its area is lawn;
a notable feature is the way in which a ha-ha segregates it from the
Royal Crescent, while giving the impression to a viewer from the
Crescent of a greensward uninterrupted across the Park down to Royal
Avenue. It has received a "Green Flag award", the national standard for
parks and green spaces in England and Wales, and is registered by
English Heritage as a Park of National Historic Importance.[94] The
3.84 hectares (9.5 acres) botanical gardens were formed in 1887 and
contain one of the finest collections of plants on limestone in the West Country.[95] The replica of a Roman Temple
was used at the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley in 1924.[96] In 1987 the gardens were extended to include the
Great Dell, a disused quarry that was formally part of the park, which contains a large collection of conifers.[97]

Other parks in Bath include: Alexandra Park, which crowns a hill and overlooks the city; Parade Gardens, along the
river front near the Abbey in the centre of the city; Sydney Gardens, known as a pleasure-garden in the 18th century;
Henrietta Park; Hedgemead Park; and Alice Park. Jane Austen wrote of Sydney Gardens that "It would be pleasant to
be near the Sydney Gardens. We could go into the Labyrinth every day."[98] Alexandra, Alice and Henrietta parks
were built into the growing city among the housing developments.[99] There is also a linear park following the old
Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway line, and, in a green area adjoining the River Avon, Cleveland Pools were built
around 1815.[100] It is now the oldest surviving public outdoor lido in England,[101] and plans have been submitted
for its restoration.[102]
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Food

Sally Lunn's, home of the Sally Lunn bun

Bath is linked to a variety of foods that are distinctive in their
association with the city. The Sally Lunn buns (a type of teacake) have
long been baked in Bath. They were first mentioned by that name in
verses printed in a local newspaper, the Bath Chronicle, in 1772.[103]

At that time they were eaten hot at public breakfasts in the city's Spring
Gardens. They can be eaten with sweet or savoury toppings. These are
sometimes confused with Bath buns which are smaller, round, very
sweet, very rich buns that were associated with the city following The
Great Exhibition. Bath buns were originally topped with crushed
comfits created by dipping caraway seeds repeatedly in boiling sugar;
but today seeds are added to a 'London Bath Bun' (a reference to the
bun's promotion and sale at the Great Exhibition).[104] The seeds may be replaced by crushed sugar granules or
'nibs'.[105]

Bath has also lent its name to one other distinctive recipe – Bath Olivers – the dry baked biscuit invented by Dr
William Oliver, physician to the Mineral Water Hospital in 1740.[106] Oliver was an early anti-obesity campaigner
and the author of a "Practical Essay on the Use and Abuse of warm Bathing in Gluty Cases".[106] In more recent
years, Oliver's efforts have been traduced by the introduction of a version of the biscuit with a plain chocolate
coating. The Bath Chap, which is the salted and smoked cheek and jawbones of the pig, takes its name from the
city.[107] It is still available from a stall in the daily covered market. Also there is a brewery named Bath Ales,
located a few miles away in Warmley, Abbey Ales are brewed in the city.[108]

Sport
Bath Rugby is a rugby union team which is currently in the Aviva Premiership league and coached by Steve
Meehan.[109] It plays in black, blue and white kit at the Recreation Ground in the city, where it has been since the
late 19th century, following its establishment in 1865.[110] The team's first major honour was winning the John
Player Cup, now sponsored as the LV Cup and also known as the Anglo-Welsh Cup, four years consecutively from
1984 until 1987.[110] The team then led the Courage league in six seasons in eight years between 1988/1989 and
1995/1996, during which time it also won the renamed Pilkington Cup in 1989, 1990, 1992, 1994, 1995 and
1996.[110] It finally won the Heineken Cup in the 1997/1998 season, and topped the Zürich Premiership (now Aviva
Premiership) in 2003–2004.[110] The team's current squad includes several members who also play in the English
national team including: Lee Mears, David Flatman. Nick Abendanon and Matt Banahan. Colston's Collegiate
School, Bristol has had a large input in the team over the past decade, providing several current 1st XV squad
members. The former England Rugby Team Manager and current Scotland national coach Andy Robinson used to
play for Bath Rugby team and was captain and later coach. Both of Robinson's predecessors, Clive Woodward and
Jack Rowell, were also former Bath coaches and managers as well as his successor Brian Ashton.[111]

Bath City F.C. is the major football team. Bath City gained promotion to the Conference National from the
Conference South in 2010. Bath City F.C. play their games at Twerton Park. Until 2009 Team Bath F.C. operated as
an affiliate to the University Athletics programme. In 2002, Team Bath became the first university team to enter the
FA Cup in 120 years, and advanced through four qualifying rounds to the first round proper.[112] The university's
team was established in 1999, while the city team has existed since before 1908 (when it entered the Western
League).[113] However in 2009, the Football Conference ruled that Team Bath would not be eligible to gain
promotion to a National division, nor were they allowed to participate in Football Association cup competitions. This
ruling led to the decision by the club to fold at the end of the 2008/09 Conference South competition. In their final
season, Team Bath F.C. finished 11th in the league.[114]
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Bath City narrowly missed out on election to the Football League in 1978.[115] Bath also has Non-League football
club Odd Down F.C. who play at Lew Hill Memorial Ground.[116]

Many cricket clubs are based in the city, including Bath Cricket Club, who are based at the North Parade Ground and
play in the West of England Premier League. Cricket is also played on the Recreation Ground, just across from
where the Rugby is played. The Rec's cricket ground is the venue for the annual Bath Cricket Festival which sees
Somerset County Cricket Club play several games. The Recreation Ground is also home to Bath Croquet Club,
which was re-formed in 1976 and is affiliated with the South West Federation of Croquet Clubs.[117]

The Bath Half Marathon is run annually through the city streets, with over 10,000 runners.[118]

TeamBath is the umbrella name for all of the University of Bath sports teams, including the aforementioned football
club. Other sports for which TeamBath is noted are athletics, badminton, basketball, bob skeleton, bobsleigh,
hockey, judo, modern pentathlon, netball, rugby union, swimming, tennis, triathlon and volleyball. The City of Bath
Triathlon takes place annually at the university.[119]

Industry
Bath once had an important manufacturing sector, led by companies such Stothert and Pitt. Nowadays manufacturing
is in decline in the city, but it boasts strong software, publishing and service-oriented industries, being home to
companies such as Future Publishing and London & Country mortgage brokers. The city's attraction to tourists has
also led to a significant number of jobs in tourism-related industries. Important economic sectors in Bath include
education and health (30,000 jobs), retail, tourism and leisure (14,000 jobs) and business and professional services
(10,000 jobs).[6] Its main employers are the National Health Service, the two universities and the Bath and North
East Somerset Council, as well as the Ministry of Defence, although a number of MOD offices formerly in Bath
have now moved to Bristol. Growing employment sectors include information and communication technologies and
creative and cultural industries where Bath is one of the recognised national centres for publishing,[6] with the
magazine publisher Future Publishing employing around 650 people. Others include Buro Happold (400) and IPL
Information Processing Limited (250).[120] The city contains over 400 retail shops, 50% being run by independent
specialist retailers, and around 100 restaurants and cafes which are primarily supported by tourism.[6]

Tourism

Bath is popular with tourists all year round. The
entertainer is performing in front of Bath Abbey;

the Roman Baths are to the right.

One of Bath's principal industries is tourism, with more than one
million staying visitors and 3.8 million day visitors to the city on an
annual basis.[6] The visits mainly fall into the categories of heritage
tourism and cultural tourism, aided by the city's selection in 1987 as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, recognising its international cultural
significance.[] All significant stages of the history of England are
represented within the city, from the Roman Baths (including their
significant Celtic presence), to Bath Abbey and the Royal Crescent, to
Thermae Bath Spa in the 2000s. The size of the tourist industry is
reflected in the almost 300 places of accommodation – including over
80 hotels, and over 180 bed and breakfasts – many of which are
located in Georgian buildings. The history of the city is displayed at the Building of Bath Collection which is housed
in a building which was built in 1765 as the Trinity Presbyterian Church. It was also known as the Countess of
Huntingdon's Chapel, as she lived in the attached house from 1707 to 1791.[121] Two of the hotels have 'five-star'
ratings.[122] There are also two campsites located on the western edge of the city. The city also contains about 100

restaurants, and a similar number of public houses and bars. Several companies offer open-top bus tours around the 
city, as well as tours on foot and on the river. Since 2006, with the opening of Thermae Bath Spa, the city has
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attempted to recapture its historical position as the only town in the United Kingdom offering visitors the opportunity
to bathe in naturally heated spring waters.[123]

In the 2010 Google Street View Best Streets Awards, the Royal Crescent took the second place in the "Britain's Most
Picturesque Street" award, first place being given to The Shambles in York. Milsom Street was also awarded
"Britain's Best Fashion Street" in the 11,000 strong vote.[124][125]

Twinning

Bath is twinned with five other cities and has an historic partnership agreement with Manly, New South Wales,
Australia.[126]

• Aix-en-Provence, France
• Alkmaar, Netherlands
• Braunschweig, Germany
• Kaposvár, Hungary
• Beppu, Ōita Prefecture, Japan

Transport

A diesel/electric hybrid bus in Southgate on a
Park and Ride service

Bath is approximately 13 miles (21 km) south-east of the larger city
and port of Bristol, to which it is linked by the A4 road, and is a similar
distance south of the M4 motorway. In an attempt to reduce the level
of car use Park and Ride schemes have been introduced, with sites at
Odd Down, Lansdown and Newbridge, with a Saturdays-only site at
the University of Bath. In addition a Bus Gate scheme in Northgate
aims to reduce private car use in the city centre.[127] National Express
operates coach services from Bath Bus Station to a number of cities.
Internally, Bath has a network of bus routes run by First Group, with
services to surrounding towns and cities. The Faresaver Bus company
also operate numerous services to surrounding towns. There is a further
company running open top double-decker bus tours around the
city.[128]

The city is connected to Bristol and the sea by the River Avon, navigable via locks by small boats. The river was
connected to the River Thames and London by the Kennet and Avon Canal in 1810 via Bath Locks; this waterway –
closed for many years, but restored in the last years of the 20th century – is now popular with narrowboat users.[129]

Bath is on National Cycle Route 4, with one of Britain's first cycleways, the Bristol & Bath Railway Path, to the
west, and an eastern route toward London on the canal towpath. Bath is about 20 miles (32 km) from Bristol
Airport.[130]

Bath Spa railway station

Bath is served by the Bath Spa railway station (designed by Isambard
Kingdom Brunel), which has regular connections to London
Paddington, Bristol Temple Meads, Cardiff Central, Exeter, Plymouth
and Penzance (see Great Western Main Line), and also Westbury,
Warminster, Salisbury, Southampton, Portsmouth and Brighton (see
Wessex Main Line). Services are provided by First Great Western.
There is a suburban station on the main line, Oldfield Park, which has a
limited commuter service to Bristol as well as other destinations. Green

Park Station was once the terminus of the Midland Railway,[131] and junction for the Somerset and Dorset Joint 
Railway, whose line, always steam hauled, went under Bear Flat through the Combe Down Tunnel and climbed over
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the Mendips to serve many towns and villages on its 71-mile (114 km) run to Bournemouth. This example of an
English rural line was closed by Beeching in March 1966. Its Bath station building, now restored, houses shops,
small businesses, the Saturday Bath Farmers Market and parking for a supermarket, while the route of the Somerset
and Dorset within Bath is to be reused for the Two Tunnels Greenway, a shared use path that will extend National
Cycle Route 24 into the city.[132]

A tram system was introduced in the late 19th century opening on 24 December 1880. The 4 ft (1,219 mm) gauge
cars were horse-drawn along a route from London Road to the Bath Spa railway station, but the system closed in
1902. It was replaced by electric tram cars on a greatly expanded 4 ft 8 1⁄2 in (1,435 mm) gauge system that opened
in 1904. This eventually extended to 18 miles (29 km) with routes to Combe Down, Oldfield Park, Twerton, Newton
St Loe, Weston and Bathford. There was a fleet of 40 cars, all but 6 being double deck. The first line to close was
replaced by a bus service in 1938, and the last went on 6 May 1939.[133]

Architecture

City of Bath *
UNESCO World Heritage Site

Country United Kingdom

Type Cultural

Criteria i, ii, iv

Reference 428 [134]

Region ** Europe and North America

Inscription history
Inscription 1987 (11th Session)

* Name as inscribed on World Heritage List [2]

** Region as classified by UNESCO [3]

There are many Roman archaeological sites throughout the central area of the city, but the baths themselves are
about 6 metres (20 ft) below the present city street level. Around the hot springs, Roman foundations, pillar bases,
and baths can still be seen, however all the stonework above the level of the baths is from more recent periods.[135]

Bath Abbey was a Norman church built on earlier foundations, although the present building dates from the early
16th century and shows a late Perpendicular style with flying buttresses and crocketed pinnacles decorating a
crenellated and pierced parapet.[136] The choir and transepts have a fan vault by Robert and William Vertue.[137] The
nave was given a matching vault in the 19th century.[138] The building is lit by 52 windows.[139]
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The Abbey seen from the east

Most buildings in Bath are made from the local, golden-coloured Bath
Stone, and many date from the 18th and 19th century. The dominant
style of architecture in Central Bath is Georgian;[140] this evolved from
the Palladian revival style which became popular in the early 18th
century. Many of the prominent architects of the day were employed in
the development of the city. The original purpose of much of Bath's
architecture is concealed by the honey-coloured classical façades; in an
era before the advent of the luxury hotel, these apparently elegant
residences were frequently purpose-built lodging houses, where
visitors could hire a room, a floor, or (according to their means) an

entire house for the duration of their visit, and be waited on by the house's communal servants.[141] The masons
Reeves of Bath were prominent in the city from the 1770s to 1860s.[142]

"The Circus" consists of three long, curved terraces designed by the elder John Wood to form a circular space or
theatre intended for civic functions and games. The games give a clue to the design, the inspiration behind which
was the Colosseum in Rome.[143] Like the Colosseum, the three façades have a different order of architecture on
each floor: Doric on the ground level, then Ionic on the piano nobile and finishing with Corinthian on the upper
floor, the style of the building thus becoming progressively more ornate as it rises.[143] Wood never lived to see his
unique example of town planning completed, as he died five days after personally laying the foundation stone on 18
May 1754.[143]

Fan vaulting over the nave at Bath
Abbey, Bath, England. Made from
local Bath stone, this is a Victorian

restoration (made in the 1860s) of the
original roof from 1608

The most spectacular of Bath's terraces is the Royal Crescent, built between 1767
and 1774 and designed by the younger John Wood.[144] But all is not what it
seems; while Wood designed the great curved façade of what appears to be about
30 houses with Ionic columns on a rusticated ground floor, that was the extent of
his input. Each purchaser bought a certain length of the façade, and then
employed their own architect to build a house to their own specifications behind
it; hence what appears to be two houses is sometimes one. This system of town
planning is betrayed at the rear of the crescent: while the front is completely
uniform and symmetrical, the rear is a mixture of differing roof heights,
juxtapositions and fenestration. This "Queen Anne fronts and Mary-Anne backs"
architecture occurs repeatedly in Bath.[145] Other fine terraces elsewhere in the
city include Lansdown Crescent[146] and Somerset Place on the northern hill.[147]

Around 1770 the neoclassical architect Robert Adam designed Pulteney Bridge,
using as the prototype for the three-arched bridge spanning the Avon an original,
but unused, design by Palladio for the Rialto Bridge in Venice.[148] Thus,
Pulteney Bridge became not just a means of crossing the river, but also a

shopping arcade. Along with the Rialto Bridge, is one of the very few surviving bridges in Europe to serve this dual
purpose.[148] It has been substantially altered since it was built. The bridge was named after Frances and William
Pulteney, the owners of the Bathwick estate for which the bridge provided a link to the rest of Bath.[148]

The heart of the Georgian city was the Pump Room, which, together with its associated Lower Assembly Rooms,
was designed by Thomas Baldwin, a local builder responsible for many other buildings in the city, including the
terraces in Argyle Street,[149] and the Guildhall.[150] Baldwin rose rapidly, becoming a leader in Bath's architectural
history. In 1776 he was made the chief City Surveyor, and in 1780 became Bath City Architect.[149] Great Pulteney
Street, where he eventually lived, is another of his works: this wide boulevard, constructed circa 1789 and over 1,000
feet (305 m) long and 100 feet (30 m) wide, is lined on both sides by Georgian terraces.[151][152]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABath_abbey_from_the_east_arp.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Stone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_Stone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Georgian_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palladian_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Servant_%28domestic%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Reeves_of_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Circus_%28Bath%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Wood%2C_the_Elder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Colosseum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Doric_order
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ionic_order
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Piano_nobile
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Corinthian_order
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fan_vault
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nave
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Victorian_restoration
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Victorian_restoration
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABath_Abbey_Fan_Vaulting_-_July_2006.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Crescent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Wood%2C_the_Younger
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Column
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lansdown_Crescent%2C_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Somerset_Place_%28Bath%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neoclassicism
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Adam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pulteney_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palladio
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rialto_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_William_Pulteney%2C_5th_Baronet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_William_Pulteney%2C_5th_Baronet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Grand_Pump_Room%2C_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Baldwin_%28architect%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Guildhall%2C_Bath
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_City_Surveyor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bath_City_Architect
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Great_Pulteney_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Great_Pulteney_Street
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boulevard


Bath, Somerset 54

In the 1960s and early 1970s some parts of Bath were unsympathetically redeveloped, resulting in the loss of some
18th- and 19th-century buildings. This process was largely halted by a popular campaign which drew strength from
the publication of Adam Fergusson's The Sack of Bath.[153] Controversy has revived perodically, most recently with
the demolition of the 1930s Churchill House, a neo-Georgian municipal building originally housing the Electricity
Board, to make way for a new bus station. This is part of the Southgate redevelopment in which an ill-favoured
1960s shopping precinct, bus station and multi-story car park were demolished and replaced by a new area of
mock-Georgian shopping streets.[154][155] As a result of this and other changes, notably plans for abandoned
industrial land along the Avon, the city's status as a World Heritage Site was reviewed by UNESCO in 2009.[156]

The decision was made let Bath keep its status, but UNESCO has asked to be consulted on future phases of the
Riverside development,[157] saying that the density and volume of buildings in the second and third phases of the
development need to be reconsidered.[158] It also demands that Bath do more to attract world-class architecture in
new developments.[158]

A panoramic view of the Royal Crescent

Education
Bath has two universities. The University of Bath was established in 1966.[159] The university was named University
of the Year by the Sunday Times (2011) and is known, academically, for the physical sciences, mathematics,
architecture, management and technology.[160]

Bath Spa University was first granted degree-awarding powers in 1992 as a university college, before being granted
university status in August 2005.[161][162] It has schools in the following subject areas: Art and Design, Education,
English and Creative Studies, Historical and Cultural Studies, Music and the Performing Arts, Science and the
Environment and Social Sciences.[163]

The city contains one further education college, City of Bath College.
Bath is also home to Norland College, a provider of childcare training and education.[164]

Media
Bath's local newspaper is the Bath Chronicle, owned by Northcliffe Media. Published since 1760, the Chronicle was
a daily newspaper until mid-September 2007, when it became a weekly.[165]

The BBC's Where I Live website for Somerset has featured coverage of news and events within Bath since 2003.[166]

For television, Bath is served by the BBC West studios based in Bristol, and by ITV West (formerly HTV) with
studios similarly in Bristol.[167]

Radio stations broadcasting to the city include The Breeze on 107.9FM and Heart which comes from London mainly
as well as The University of Bath's 1449AM URB, a student-focused radio station available on campus and also
online,[168] and Classic Gold 1260 a networked commercial radio station with local programmes.[169]
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Battle of Evesham
The Battle of Evesham was one of the two main battles of 13th century England's Second Barons' War. It marked
the defeat of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, and the rebellious barons by Prince Edward – later King Edward
I – who led the forces of his father, King Henry III. It took place on 4 August 1265, near the town of Evesham,
Worcestershire.
With the Battle of Lewes Montfort had won control of royal government, but after the defection of several close
allies and the escape from captivity of Prince Edward, he found himself on the defensive. Forced to engage the
royalists at Evesham, he faced an army twice the size of his own. The battle soon turned into a massacre; Montfort
himself was killed and his body mutilated. Though the battle effectively restored royal authority, scattered resistance
remained until the Dictum of Kenilworth was signed in 1267.

Background
Simon de Montfort, 6th Earl of Leicester, had gained a dominant position in the government of the Kingdom of
England after his victory at the Battle of Lewes a year earlier. He also held the King, Prince Edward, and the King's
brother Richard of Cornwall in his custody.[1] However, his sphere of influence rapidly began to deteriorate due to
loss of key allies. In February, Robert de Ferrers, Earl of Derby was arrested and imprisoned in the Tower.[2] An
even more important collaborator, Gilbert de Clare, the Earl of Gloucester, deserted to the side of the King in May of
the same year.[3] With Gloucester's assistance, Prince Edward escaped from Montfort's captivity.[4]

With the Lords of the Welsh Marches now in rebellion, Montfort solicited the aid of Llywelyn ap Gruffyd, the Prince
of Wales. Llywelyn agreed to help, in return for full recognition of his title, and the promise that he could keep all
military gains. Whatever benefits this alliance might have brought Montfort, the great concessions cost him
popularity at home.[5] Meanwhile Edward laid siege to the town of Gloucester, which fell on 29 June.[6] Montfort's
goal now became to unite with the forces of his son Simon, and engage with the royal army, but the younger Simon
moved much too slowly westwards from London. Eventually Simon made it to the baronial stronghold of
Kenilworth, but Edward managed to inflict great losses on the enemy, many of whom were quartered outside the
castle walls.[7] From there the Prince moved south, where, on 4 August, he managed to trap the older Montfort in a
loop of the Avon, blocking off the only bridge and thereby forcing Montfort to fight without his son's
reinforcements.[8] When Montfort realized this, he allegedly commented: "May the Lord have mercy upon our souls,
as our bodies are theirs."

The battle
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Map showing the location of the Battle of Evesham

Along a ridge called Green Hill, just north of Evesham, Edward set up his forces on the left, with Gloucester
commanding the right.[9] At about eight in the morning, Montfort left the town of Evesham as a great thunderstorm
began to rage.[10] At the Battle of Lewes, the baronial forces had gained confidence to win the day by a sense of
divine destiny, reinforced by white crosses on their uniforms.[11] This time the royal army had taken their lead, and
wore a red cross as their distinguishing mark.[12] According to the chronicler William Rishanger, when Montfort saw
the advance of the royal troops, he exclaimed that 'They have not learned that for themselves, but were taught it by
me.'[13]

The respective forces of the royal and baronial armies have been estimated to be 10,000 and 5,000 strong.[14]

Montfort, facing such unfavourable numbers, decided to concentrate his forces on the centre of the enemy’s front,
hoping to drive a wedge through the line. Though the tactics were initially successful, the baronial forces soon lost
the initiative, especially as the Welsh infantry that Llywelyn the Last had provided proved unreliable, and deserted at
an early point.[8] The flanks of the royal army closed in on Montfort's, surrounding them. With Montfort confronted
by a force twice the size of his own, on unfavourable ground, the battle rapidly turned into a massacre.[15]

With the Battle of Lewes still fresh in memory, the royalists fought with a strong sense of bitterness and resentment.
As a result, and despite attempts to surrender, most of the baronial rebels were killed on the battlefield rather than
taken prisoner and ransomed, as was the common custom and practice.[13] In what has been referred to as "an
episode of noble bloodletting unprecedented since the Conquest", Montfort's son Henry was killed first, then Simon
himself lost his horse and died fighting.[16] His body was mutilated; his head, hands, feet and testicles cut off.[16]

King Henry himself, who had been in the custody of Montfort and dressed up in his colours, was barely rescued
from the mêlée by Roger de Leybourne, a converted rebel.[17]

Aftermath
The royals were eager to settle scores after Montfort’s defeat. At the Parliament at Winchester in September the same
year, all those who had taken part in the rebellion were disinherited. Yet even though the uprising of the younger
Simon Montfort in Lincolnshire was over by Christmas, scattered resistance remained. The main problem was the
garrison encamped at the virtually impregnable Kenilworth Castle, and a siege started in the summer of 1266 seemed
futile. By the end of October, the royals drew up the so-called Dictum of Kenilworth, whereby rebels were allowed
to buy back their land at prices dependent on their level of involvement in the rebellion. The defenders of the castle
turned down the offer at first, but by the end of the year conditions had become intolerable, and in 1267 the Dictum
was agreed upon.[18]

As far as wide-scale confrontations went, the Battle of Evesham and its aftermath marked the end of baronial
opposition in the reign of Henry III. The Kingdom now entered into a period of unity and progress that was to last
until the early 1290s.[19]
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Beaumaris Castle

Beaumaris Castle

Beaumaris, Wales

The castle seen from the air

Location in Anglesey

Type Concentric castle

Coordinates 53°15′53″N 4°05′23″W

Built by James of St. George
Nicolas de Derneford

Construction
materials

Limestone, sandstone and schist

Height 36 feet (11 m)

Current
condition

Ruined

Controlled by Cadw

Events Revolt of Owain Glyndŵr
(1400–09)
English Civil War (1642–48)

Beaumaris Castle, located in the town of the same name on the Isle of Anglesey in Wales, was built as part of
Edward I's campaign to conquer the north of Wales after 1282. Plans were probably first made to construct the castle
in 1284, but this was delayed due to lack of funds and work only began in 1295 following the Madog ap Llywelyn
uprising. A substantial workforce was employed in the initial years under the direction of James of St. George.
Edward's invasion of Scotland soon diverted funding from the project, however, and work stopped, only
recommencing after an invasion scare in 1306. When work finally ceased around 1330 a total of £15,000 had been
spent, a huge sum for the period, but the castle remained incomplete.
Beaumaris Castle was taken by Welsh forces in 1403 during the Owain Glyndŵr rebellion, but recaptured by royal 
forces in 1405. Following the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642, the castle was held by forces loyal to 
Charles I, holding out until 1646 when it surrendered to the Parliamentary armies. Despite forming part of a local
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royalist rebellion in 1648 the castle escaped slighting and was garrisoned by Parliament, but fell into ruin around
1660, eventually forming part of a local stately home and park in the 19th century. In the 21st century the ruined
castle is managed by Cadw as a tourist attraction.
Historian Arnold Taylor has described Beaumaris Castle as Britain's "most perfect example of symmetrical
concentric planning".[1] The fortification is built of local stone, with a moated outer ward guarded by twelve towers
and two gatehouses, overlooked by an inner ward with two large, D-shaped gatehouses and six massive towers. The
inner ward was designed to contain ranges of domestic buildings and accommodation able to support two major
households. The south gate could be reached by ship, allowing the castle to be directly supplied by sea. UNESCO
considers Beaumaris to be one of "the finest examples of late 13th century and early 14th century military
architecture in Europe", and it is classed as a World Heritage site.[2]

History

13th–14th centuries

The kings of England and the Welsh princes had vied for control of North Wales since the 1070s and the conflict had
been renewed during the 13th century, leading to Edward I intervening in North Wales for the second time during his
reign in 1282.[3] Edward invaded with a huge army, pushing north from Carmarthen and westwards from
Montgomery and Chester.[4] Edward decided to permanently colonise North Wales and provisions for its governance
were set out in the Statute of Rhuddlan, enacted on 3 March 1284. Wales was divided into counties and shires,
emulating how England was governed, with three new shires created in the north-west, Caernarfon, Merioneth and
Anglesey.[5] New towns with protective castles were established at Caernarfon and Harlech, the administrative
centres of the first two shires, with another castle and walled town built in nearby Conwy, and plans were probably
made to establish a similar castle and settlement near the town of Llanfaes on Anglesey.[5] Llanfaes was the
wealthiest borough in Wales and largest in terms of population, an important trading port and on the preferred route
from North Wales to Ireland.[5] The huge cost of the building the other castles, however, meant that the Llanfaes
project had to be postponed.[5]

The moated north-west walls of the outer ward

In 1294 Madog ap Llywelyn rebelled against English rule.[6] The revolt
was bloody and amongst the casualties was Roger de Pulesdon, the
sheriff of Anglesey.[6] Edward suppressed the rebellion over the winter
and once Anglesey was reoccupied in April 1295 he immediately
began to progress the delayed plans to fortify the area.[6] The chosen
site was called Beaumaris, meaning "fair marsh", whose name derives
from the Norman-French Beau Mareys, and in Latin the castle was
termed de Bello Marisco.[7] This was about 1 mile (1.6 km) from
Llanfaes and the decision was therefore taken to move the Welsh
population of Llanfaes some 12 miles (19 km) south-west, where a

settlement by the name of Newborough was created for them.[6] The deportation of the local Welsh opened the way
for the construction of a prosperous English town, protected by a substantial castle.[8]

The castle was positioned in one corner of the town, following a similar town plan to that in the town of Conwy,
although in Beaumaris no town walls were constructed at first, despite some foundations being laid.[9] Work began
in the summer of 1295, overseen by Master James of St. George.[6] James had been appointed the "master of the
king's works in Wales", reflecting the responsibility he had in their construction and design. From 1295 onwards,
Beaumaris became his primary responsibility and more frequently he was given the title "magister operacionum de
Bello Marisco".[10] The work was recorded in considerable detail on the pipe rolls, the continuous records of
medieval royal expenditure, and, as a result, the early stages of construction at Beaumaris are relatively well
understood for the period.[11]
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The entrance way through the southern gatehouse

A huge amount of work was undertaken in the first summer, with an
average of 1,800 workmen on the site.[12] This consumed around £270
a week in wages and the project rapidly fell into arrears, forcing
officials to issue leather tokens instead of paying the workforce with
normal coinage.[13][14] The centre of the castle was filled with
temporary huts to house the workforce over the winter.[15] The
following spring, James explained to his employers some of the
difficulties and the high costs involved:

In case you should wonder where so much money could go in a
week, we would have you know that we have needed – and shall
continue to need 400 masons, both cutters and layers, together with 2,000 less skilled workmen, 100 carts,
60 wagons and 30 boats bringing stone and sea coal; 200 quarrymen; 30 smiths; and carpenters for putting in
the joists and floor boards and other necessary jobs. All this takes no account of the garrison ... nor of
purchases of material. Of which there will have to be a great quantity ... The men's pay has been and still is
very much in arrears, and we are having the greatest difficulty in keeping them because they have simply
nothing to live on.[16]

The construction slowed during 1296, although debts continued to build up, and work dropped off further the
following year, stopping entirely by 1300, by when around £11,000 had been spent.[17] The halt was primarily the
result of Edward's new wars in Scotland, which had begun to consume his attention and financial resources, but it
left the castle only partially complete: the inner walls and towers were only a fraction of their proper height and the
north and north-west sides lacked outer defences altogether.[18] In 1306 Edward became concerned about a possible
Scottish invasion of North Wales, but the unfinished castle had already fallen into a poor state of repair.[19] Work
recommenced on completing the outer defences, first under James' direction and then, after his death in 1309, Master
Nicolas de Derneford.[20] This work finally halted in 1330 with the castle still not built to its intended height; by the
end of the project, £15,000 had been spent, a colossal sum for the period.[20] A royal survey in 1343 suggested that at
least a further £684 would be needed to complete the castle, but this was never invested.[21]

15th–21st centuries

A map by John Speed showing the castle and the adjacent walled town in 1610

In 1400 a revolt broke out in North Wales
against English rule, led by Owain
Glyndŵr.[22] Beaumaris Castle was placed
under siege and captured by the rebels in
1403, being retaken by royal forces in
1405.[21] The castle was ill-maintained and
fell into disrepair and by 1534, when Roland
de Velville was the castle constable, rain
was leaking into most of the rooms.[23] In
1539 a report complained that it was
protected by an arsenal of only eight or ten
small guns and forty bows, which the
castle's new constable, Richard Bulkeley,
considered to be completely inadequate for
protecting the fortress against a potential
Scottish attack.[21] Matters worsened and by
1609 the castle was classed as "utterlie decayed".[24]
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The English Civil War broke out in 1642 between the Royalist supporters of Charles I and the supporters of
Parliament. Beaumaris Castle was an strategic location in the war, as it controlled part of the route between the king's
bases in Ireland and his operations in England.[24] Thomas Bulkeley, whose family had been involved in the
management of the castle for several centuries, held Beaumaris for the king and may have spent around £3,000
improving its defences.[25][26] By 1646, however, Parliament had defeated the royal armies and the castle was
surrendered by Colonel Richard Bulkeley in June.[24] Anglesey revolted against Parliament again in 1648, and
Beaumaris was briefly reoccupied by royalist forces, surrendering for a second time in October that year.[27]

After the war many castles were slighted, damaged to put them beyond military use, but Parliament was concerned
about the threat of a royalist invasion from Scotland and Beaumaris was spared.[28] Colonel John Jones became the
castle governor and a garrison was installed inside, at a cost of £1,703 a year.[24] When Charles II returned to the
throne in 1660 and restored the Bulkeley family as castle constables, Beaumaris appears to have been being stripped
of its valuable lead and remaining resources, including the roofs.[29]

Lord Thomas Bulkeley bought the castle from the Crown in 1807 for £735, incorporating it into the park that
surrounded his local residence, Baron Hill.[30][31] By then the castles of North Wales had become attractive locations
for visiting painters and travellers, who considered the ivy-clad ruins romantic. Although not as popular as other sites
in the region, Beaumaris formed part of this trend and was visited by the future Queen Victoria in 1832 for an
Eisteddfod festival and it was painted by J. M. W. Turner in 1835.[32] Some of the castle's stones may have been
reused in 1829 to build the nearby Beaumaris Gaol.[24]

In 1925 Richard Williams-Bulkeley gave Beaumaris to the Commissioners of Works, who then carried out a large
scale restoration programme, stripping back the vegetation, digging out the moat and repairing the stonework.[33] In
1950 the castle, considered by the authorities to be "one of the outstanding Edwardian medieval castles of Wales",
was designated as a Grade I listed building – the highest grade of listing, protecting buildings of "exceptional,
usually national, interest".[34] Beaumaris was declared part of the Castles and Town Walls of King Edward in
Gwynedd World Heritage site in 1986, UNESCO considering it one of "the finest examples of late 13th century and
early 14th century military architecture in Europe".[35] In the 21st century Beaumaris Castle is managed by Cadw,
the Welsh Assembly Government's agency for historic monuments, as a tourist attraction, with 75,000 visitors during
the 2007–08 financial year.[36] The castle requires ongoing maintenance and repairs cost £58,000 over the 2002–03
financial year.[37]
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Architecture

Plan of the castle

Beaumaris Castle was never fully built, but had it
been completed it would probably have closely
resembled Harlech Castle.[38] Both castles are
concentric in plan, with walls within walls,
although Beaumaris is the more regular in
design.[38] Historian Arnold Taylor described
Beaumaris as Britain's "most perfect example of
symmetrical concentric planning" and for many
years the castle was regarded as the pinnacle of
military engineering during Edward I's reign.[39]

This evolutionary interpretation is now disputed
by historians: Beaumaris was as much a royal
palace and symbol of English power as it was a
straightforward defensive fortification.[40]

Nonetheless, the castle is praised by UNESCO as
a "unique artistic achievement" for the way in
which is combines "characteristic 13th century
double-wall structures with a central plan" and for
the beauty of its "proportions and masonry".[35]

Beaumaris Castle was built at around sea-level on
top of the till and other sediments that form the
local coastline, and was constructed from local
Anglesey stone from within 10 miles (16 km) of
the site, with some stones having brought along the coast by ship, for example from the limestone quarries at
Penmon.[41] The stone was a mixture of limestone, sandstone and green schists, which was used fairly randomly
within the walls and towers; the use of schists ceased after the pause in the building work in 1298 and as a result is
limited to the lower levels of the walls.[42]

The castle design formed an inner and an outer ward, surrounded in turn by a moat, now partially filled.[43] The main
entrance to the castle was the Gate next the Sea, next to the castle's tidal dock that allowed it to be supplied directly
by sea.[44] The dock was protected by a wall later named the Gunners Walk and a firing platform that may have
housed a trebuchet siege engine during the medieval period.[45] The Gate next the Sea led into an outer barbican,
protected by a drawbridge, arrow slits and murder-holes, leading on into the outer ward.[46]

The outer ward consisted of an eight-sided curtain wall with twelve turrets enclosing an area approximately 60 feet
(18 m) across; one gateway led out to the Gate next the Sea, the other, the Llanfaes Gate, led out to the north side of
the castle.[47] The defences were originally equipped with around 300 firing positions for archers, including 164
arrow slits, although 64 of the slits close to the ground level have since been blocked in to prevent them being
exploited by attackers, either in the early 15th century or during the Civil War.[48]
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The unfinished north gatehouse in Beaumaris's inner ward...

...and its equivalent, which was nearly completed, at Harlech Castle[49]

The walls of the inner ward were more substantial than those of the outer ward, 36-foot (11 m) high and 15.5-foot
(4.7 m) thick, with huge towers and two large gatehouses, enclosing a 0.75-acre (0.3 ha) area.[50] The inner ward was
intended to hold the accommodation and other domestic buildings of the castle, with ranges of buildings stretching
along the west and east sides of the ward; some of the remains of the fireplaces for these buildings can still be seen in
the stonework.[51] It is uncertain if these ranges were actually ever built or if they were constructed but later
demolished after the Civil War.[52] If finished, the castle would have been able to host two substantial households
and their followers, for example the king and queen, or the king, queen and a prince and his own wife.[53]

The D-shaped north gatehouse in the inner ward was intended to be two storeys high, with two sets of five, large
windows, of which only one floor was actually completed.[52] It would have included a large hall on the first floor,
around 70 feet (21 m) by 25 feet (7.6 m) across, divided into two with separate fireplaces for heating.[49] The south
gatehouse was designed to be a replica of that on the north side, but building work progressed even less far before
finishing in 1330.[54] Some of the stonework may since have been removed from the gatehouse, reducing its height
even further.[54]

The walls of the inner ward contain extensive first floor passageways, similar to those at Caernarfon Castle.[55]

These were intended to allow members of the castle to move between the towers, accessing the guardrooms, sleeping
chambers and the castle latrines.[49] The latrines were designed to be drained by an special system using the water
from the moat, but the system does not appear to have worked well in practice.[56] The six towers were intended to
be three storeys high and contained fireplaces.[57] The castle chapel was built into one of the towers and would have
been used by the king and his family, rather than the wider garrison.[58]

The concentric design of Beaumaris meant the outer curtain was overlooked entirely by the castle's inner ward
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External links
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Big Pit National Coal Museum

Big Pit: National Coal Museum
Pwll Mawr: Amgueddfa Lofaol Genedlaethol

Established 1983

Location Blaenavon, Wales

Coordinates 51°46′21″N 3°06′18″W

Visitor figures 155,631(2010)[1]

Website www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/bigpit/ [2]

Big Pit: National Coal Museum (Welsh: Pwll Mawr: Amgueddfa Lofaol Genedlaethol) is an industrial heritage
museum in Blaenavon, Torfaen, South Wales. A working coal mine from 1860 to 1980, it was opened to visitors
from 1980 under the auspices of the National Museum Wales. The site is dedicated to operational preservation of the
Welsh heritage of coal mining, which took place during the Industrial revolution.
Located adjacent to the preserved Pontypool and Blaenavon Railway, Big Pit is an Anchor Point of the European
Route of Industrial Heritage, and located close to the World Heritage Site in Blaenavon.

History of the working pit
The site has some of the oldest large scale industrial coal mining developments in the South Wales Coalfield, with
workings dating back to 1810 on the Coity Mountain.
The nearby Coity pit had been driven in 1840, but was a then traditional circular single tramway 12 feet (3.7 m) in
dimension. The new main shaft was sunk in 1860, named "Big Pit" due to its elliptical shape with dimensions of 18
feet (5.5 m) by 13 feet (4 m), the first shaft in Wales large enough to allow two tramways. On completion it became
the coal-winding shaft, while the older Coity shaft was used for upcast air ventilation.
In 1878, the main shaft was deepened to reach the Old Coal seam at 293 feet (89 m). By 1908, Big Pit provided
employment for 1,122 people, and by 1923 at peak, there were 1,399 men employed, producing: House Coal, Steam
Coal, Ironstone and Fireclay; from the Horn, No. 2 Yard, Old Coal and Elled seams. On nationalisation in 1947, the
National Coal Board took over the mine from the Blaenavon Co. Ltd, which employed 789 men.
By 1970 the workforce only numbered 494, as operations had focused solely on the Garw seam, with a maximum
thickness of only 30 inches (760 mm). The NCB agreed the development of a drift mine, which by 1973 meant that
windings at Big Pit had ceased, with coal extracted close to the refurbished Black Lion coal washery. The Coity shaft
was abandoned, with the Big Pit shaft used for upcast air ventilation and emergency extraction.
The pit finally closed on 2 February 1980.
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Transport

In 1866, the Brynmawr and Blaenavon Railway opened, with access sidings to the mine workings. The line was
immediately leased to the London and North Western Railway, allowing coal to be directly transported to the
Midlands via the Merthyr, Tredegar and Abergavenny Railway.[3] By 1880, the line had extended south to meet the
Great Western Railway at Abersychan & Talywain. Here the line carried on down the valley through Pontypool
Crane Street Station to the coast at Newport, and hence to overseas markets via Newport Docks. In 1922 the LNWR
was grouped into the London, Midland and Scottish Railway. From World War II onwards, the line saw a variety of
GWR locomotives operating from pit to port, with the line losing its passenger operations from 1941. After other pits
in the area had closed, the line connection north was closed as a result of the Beeching cuts from 1964 onwards. The
NCB paid for the line to be re-extended to Waunavon in the early 1970s, where the drift mine developments
accessed the refurbished former Black Lion coal washery.

Disasters

On 11 December 1908, three men were killed here in a localised explosion. On 7 April 1913, another three men lost
their lives in a localised fire, that included: a fireman; the face manager; and the under manager.

History of the National Coal Museum

Preserved Andrew Barclay Sons & Co. locomotive Nora No.5 at Big
Pit

The mine reopened for visitors in 1983. On 1 February
2001 it became incorporated into the National Museum
Wales, and was initially known as the National Mining
Museum of Wales, it has since been renamed to
become Big Pit: National Coal Museum.

Big Pit as a tourist attraction

Purposefully preserved as an operational attraction, the
site was redeveloped in 2003, with design work from
TACP/Brooke Millar Partnership. Hence, Big Pit is not
a sanitised Disney-style "theme park." The pit props
and steel bands are not for show, but to hold up the
mine roof. The water flowing down the tunnel towards
the cages is real, apart from the fact it now flows down
a channel rather than over the miners feet. As a result, in 2005 it won the prestigious Gulbenkian Prize.

Safety

The pit is covered by HM Inspectorate of Mines regulations, similar to that of a working pit. Visitors wear a plastic
hard hat, safety lamp, and a battery on a waist belt which weighs 5 kilograms (11 lb). Visitors must also carry on
their belt a rebreather, which in case of emergency will filter foul air for approximately one hour, giving a chance for
survival and escape.
Before taking the 50 minute underground tour 90 metres (300 ft) below ground, contraband must be surrendered,
such as anything containing a dry cell battery from watches to mobile phones. The dangers of the mine are real, the
safety posters on the stages of Carbon Monoxide poisoning serve as museum pieces and as real reminders of the
dangers underground. Automatic gas monitoring systems are discreetly positioned around the tunnels, as are
emergency telephone systems.
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Popular culture

Big Pit winding tower

The cover of the Manic Street Preachers album National Treasures –
The Complete Singles shows the Big Pit winding tower.
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• Official website of Big Pit National Coal Museum (http:/ / www. museumwales. ac. uk/ en/ bigpit/ )
• European Route of Industrial Heritage - Big Pit National Coal Museum (http:/ / en. erih. net/ index.

php?pageId=41& anchor=2)
• Big Pit @ Welsh Coalmines (http:/ / www. welshcoalmines. co. uk/ gwent/ bigpit. htm)
• BBC Wales Coal House on Coal history (http:/ / www. bbc. co. uk/ wales/ coalhouse/ sites/ themes/ )
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Blaenavon Ironworks

Blaenavon Ironworks

Established 1789

Location Blaenavon, Wales

Coordinates 51°46′35″N 3°05′20″W

Website www.world-heritage-blaenavon.org.uk [1]

Blaenavon Ironworks is an industrial museum in Blaenavon in Wales. The ironworks was of crucial importance in
the development of the ability to use cheap, low quality, high sulphur iron ores worldwide. It was the site of the
experiments by Sidney Gilchrist Thomas and his cousin Percy Gilchrist that led to "the basic steel process" or
"Gilchrist-Thomas process".
It is located close to Blaenavon, in Torfaen, which is a World Heritage Site.
The site is under the care of Cadw.

History of the works
The land on which the Ironworks reside was at one time the property of Lord Abergavenny and was leased in 1787
by three Midlands businessmen, Thomas Hill, his brother-in-law Thomas Hopkins and Benjamin Pratt. Work
constructing the Ironworks began immediately and included several "luxury" cottages. It is believed that Blaenavon
Ironworks was the first to be designed as a multi-furnace site from the outset , with three furnaces, Calcining kilns,
cottages, and a company shop. By 1800 Blaenavon Ironworks contributed greatly to South Wales becoming the
foremost iron-producing region in the world. Two new furnaces were added over the next decade and in 1804 a forge
was constructed in nearby Cwmavon. By 1833 the company owned 430 houses and employed 1000 workers but
suffered economic boom-and-bust that accompanied iron-making with wage cuts, strikes and the emergence of
"Scotch Cattle".
In 1836, the works was bought by the Blaenavon Iron and Coal Company, financed by Londoner Robert Kennard,
later an MP. Led by new managing director James Ashwell, a huge investment was made in the ironworks, including
the construction of the impressive Balance tower which utilised a water displacement lift to carry pig iron from the
base of the site to the Brecknock and Abergavenny Canal system, which offered lower tolls to Newport than the
Monmouthshire Canal. After this £138,000 investment the site showed little sign of profit and sho Ashwell was
forced to resign in 1841. In the following years iron rails produced at Blaenavon was exported all over the world,
including India, Russia and Brazil but also in projects closer to home such as the construction of Crumlin Viaduct.
The company was relaunched in 1870 as the Blaenavon Iron & Steel Company and was one of only six south Wales
ironworks that successfully made the change to steel production. By 1878 the company employed 5,000 people but
had greatly overreached itself financially and failed amongst tough competition. With financial ruin just around the
corner the company was given some respite thanks to the discovers of Sidney Gilchist Thomas and Percy Carlyle
Gilchrist which enabled the use of the previously uneconomic phosphoric iron ore. This was short lived as it meant
Germany and North America were now able to utilise their own phosphoric ores and ironically accelerated the
decline of Blaenavon Ironworks.
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In 1880 the Blaenavon Company opened Big Pit and moved away from iron production. In 1904 the ironworks
finally ceased production, restaring briefly in 1924 but was unsustainable. The forges at the site were still being used
and helped with the production of steel shell during both world wars but was mostly used as a storage yard for the
National Coal Board.
In 1959 novelist Alexander Cordell set his most famous novel, Rape of the Fair Country at the Ironworks and the
surrounding area at the height of the industrial revolution. At around the same time, industrial archaeology began to
emerge as a discipline and the site was spared the fate of so many other 18th-19th century industrial works. In 1974
the conservation of the ironworks began. Shortly after statutory protection was provided for various sites in
Blaenavon including the Ironworks.
In 2000 Blaenavon was awarded World Heritage Site status for the industrial landscape including the Ironworks and
are now under the care of Cadw and open as one of only two free admission staffed sites.

Coal House

Stack Square was where the Coal House series
was filmed

Coal House was a reality TV series shown one BBC One Wales. In
October 2007 three Welsh families were transported back to the south
Wales coalfield of the 1920s. The Stack Square cottages located at the
Ironworks were transformed into authentic 1927 coal mining family
homes.

In October 2008 this series was followed by Coal House at War where
three new families were transported back to the second world war era
conditions of 1944. This time they were joined by evacuees and Bevin
Boys.
The furnished cottages used for both series are open to the public at the
Ironworks.

Gallery

Two furnaces Furnace chimney Water tower balance
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Further reading
• Wakelin, Peter (2006). Blaenavon Ironworks. Cadw. ISBN 1-85760-123-8.

External links
• World Heritage site [2]

• Details at CADW website [3]

• Details at BBC website [4]
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Bourton-on-the-Water

Bourton-on-the-Water

A pedestrian bridge across the River Windrush

Bourton-on-the-Water

  Bourton-on-the-Water shown within Gloucestershire

OS grid reference SP167209

District Cotswold

Shire county Gloucestershire

Region South West

Country England

Sovereign state United Kingdom

Post town BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER

Postcode district GL54
Dialling code 01451

Police Gloucestershire

Fire Gloucestershire

Ambulance Great Western

EU Parliament South West England

Bourton-on-the-Water is a village and civil parish in Gloucestershire, England that lies on a wide flat vale within
the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The village has a population of 3,297 inhabitants (2009 est),[1]

making it a rather large village as its population actually exceeds those of nearby Stow-on-the-Wold and Burford,
both of which are considered small market towns.
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Description
The village of Bourton-on-the-Water is known for its picturesque High Street, flanked by long wide greens and the
River Windrush that runs through them. The river is crossed by several low, arched stone bridges. These arched
bridges lending to Bourton-on-the-Water being called the “Venice of the Cotswolds”. Bourton-on-the-Water often
has more visitors than residents during peak times of the tourist season.[2]

Bourton-on-the-Water parish is bounded by the Fosse Way along the northwest, while the eastern boundary is
defined by a series of streams, namely: Slaughter brook, the River Dikler, and the River Windrush; the southern
boundary is associated with a watercourse that runs between Bourton Hill and Broadwater Bottom.[3]

History
The earliest evidence of human activity within the Bourton-on-the-Water area was found in the Slaughter Bridge
gravel-spread, where Neolithic pottery (dated c. 4000 B.C.) was discovered. Moreover exavations of the
Salmonsbury Camp give evidence of almost continuous habitation through the Neolithic period, the Bronze Age and
throughout England's Roman Period (c. 43 to 410 A.D.). Roman pottery and coins discovered in the village itself
give clear evidence of extended Roman occupation. By the 11th century a Christian church was established and the
village had developed along the River Windrush much as it is today. Despite the long history of habitation almost
every building is now of 17th century origin. The houses and shops in the village are constructed of the yellow
limestone characteristic of the Cotswolds and they have the embellishments that make Cotswold architecture so
picturesque: projecting gables, string-courses, windows with stone mullions and dripmoulds, and stone hoodmoulds
over the doors.[4]

Special designations
The small historic core of Bourton-on-the-Water along with associated areas along the River Windrush have been
designated an UK Conservation Area.[5]

Salmonsbury Camp, a nearby Iron Age habitation, is designated an UK National Scheduled Monument (SAM
32392).[6]

English Heritage designates 117 buildings within Bourton-on-the-Water as having Grade II or higher listed status.[7]

Tourism

Tourist Attractions

Bourton has a number of tourist attractions:
• During the summer, a game of medieval football is played with

goalposts set up in the River Windrush itself. Two teams play with a
standard football, and a referee attempts to keep order. Crowds line
the banks of the river, and the aim is to score as many goals as
possible (while getting everyone else as wet as possible).

• The model village is a 1:9 replica of the village and includes a
model of the model village itself (a model within a model). It was
built by local craftsmen in the 1930s, and opened in 1937.[8]

•• The Model Railway.
• The Cotswold Motoring Museum (home of Brum).
• Birdland Park and Gardens, which has a collection of birds, from penguins through parrots to passerine (perching)

birds and a large pond full of salmon which can be fed by the public. There are bird-of-prey displays and a
penguin feeding demonstration.
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• The Dragonfly Maze
• On the fourth Sunday of each month, there is a farmers' market.
Long-distance footpaths and local walks start, finish or pass through Bourton-on-the-Water. One such route that
begins its 100-mile route north is the Heart of England Way.
Bourton is also home to Bourton on the Water Primary School and the Cotswold School, a co-educational
comprehensive school.

Railway

Preceding

station

Historical railways Following station

Notgrove Banbury and
Cheltenham Direct

Railway

Great Western

Railway

Stow-on-the-Wold

References

External links

• History of Salmonsbury Camp (http:/ / archaeologydataservice. ac. uk/ catalogue/ adsdata/ arch-496-1/
dissemination/ pdf/ A2_Greystones_inside_9_06. pdf)

• Parish Council Website (http:/ / bourtononthewaterpc. org. uk/ )
• Bourton-on-the-Water (http:/ / www. dmoz. org/ / Regional/ Europe/ United_Kingdom/ England/

Gloucestershire/ Bourton-on-the-Water/ / ) at the Open Directory Project
• photos of Bourton-on-the-Water and surrounding area on geograph (http:/ / www. geograph. org. uk/

search. php?i=3731710)
• 'Parishes: Bourton-on-the-Water', A History of the County of Gloucester: volume 6 (1965), pp. 33-49.
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Bradford on Avon

Bradford on Avon

The Town Bridge over the river Avon.
The small domed building is the lockup, where the town's troublemakers were put for the night.

Bradford on Avon

  Bradford on Avon shown within Wiltshire

Population 9,326

OS grid reference ST823605

Unitary authority Wiltshire

Ceremonial county Wiltshire

Region South West

Country England

Sovereign state United Kingdom

Post town BRADFORD-ON-AVON

Postcode district BA15
Dialling code 01225

Police Wiltshire

Fire Wiltshire

Ambulance Great Western

EU Parliament South West England

UK Parliament Chippenham

Bradford on Avon (sometimes Bradford-on-Avon) is a town in west Wiltshire, England with a population of about
9,326.[1] The town's canal, historic buildings, shops, pubs and restaurants make it popular with tourists.
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The history of the town can be traced back to Roman origins. It has several buildings dating to the 17th century,
when the town grew due to the thriving English woollen textile industry.

Location
The town lies partly on the Avon Valley, and partly on the hill that marks the Vale's western edge, eight miles
southeast of Bath, in the hilly countryside between the Mendip Hills, Salisbury Plain and the Cotswold Hills. The
local area around Bath provides the Jurassic limestone (Bath Stone) from which the older buildings are constructed.
The River Avon (the Bristol Avon) runs through the town.

History
The earliest evidence of habitation is fragments of Roman settlements above the town. In particular, archaeological
digs have revealed the remains of a large Roman villa with a well-preserved mosaic on the playing fields of St
Laurence School. The centre of the town grew up around the ford across the river Avon, hence the origin of the
town's name ("Broad-Ford"). This was supplemented in Norman times by the stone bridge that still stands today. The
Norman side is upstream, and has pointed arches; the newer side has curved arches. The Town Bridge and Chapel is
a grade I listed building. It was originally a packhorse bridge, but widened in the 17th century by rebuilding the
western side.[2] On 2 July 1643 the town was the site of a skirmish in the English Civil War, between Royalists who
seized control of the bridge on their way to the Battle of Lansdowne.[3]

On the bridge stands a small building which was originally a chapel but later used as a town lockup. The weather
vane on top takes the form of a gudgeon (an early Christian symbol), hence the local saying "under the fish and over
the water".
Widbrook Grange is a Georgian manor house on the edge of the town. It was originally built as a model farm on Earl
Manvers estate; it is now run as a hotel.
The river provided the power for the wool mills that gave the town its wealth. The town has 17th century buildings
dating from the most successful period of the local textile industry. The best examples of weaver's cottages are on
Newtown, Middle Rank and Tory Terraces. Daniel Defoe visited Bradford in the early 18th century and commented
: "They told me at Bradford on Avon that it was no extra-ordinary thing to have clothiers in that county worth
£10,000 to £40,000 per man" (equivalent to £1.3M to £5.3M in 2007 [4]).
With improving mechanisation in Textile manufacture during the Industrial Revolution the wool weaving industry
moved from cottages to purpose built woollen mills adjacent to the river Avon where they used water and steam to
power the looms. Around 30 such mills were built in Bradford on Avon alone and prospered further until the English
woollen industry shifted its centre of power to Yorkshire in the late 19th century. The last local mill closed in 1905.
Many have since stood empty and some became derelict.

Barton Farm Tithe Barn

A notable feature of Bradford on Avon is the huge grade II* listed tithe
barn, 180 feet long and 30 feet wide, which was constructed in the 14th
century and is now part of Barton Farm Country Park.[5] The barn
would have been used for collecting taxes, in the form of goods, to
fund the church.

Several notable buildings in and around the town centre have been
designated for renovation and redevelopment by 2012.
In 1998 the Wiltshire Music Centre was opened in Bradford on Avon,
on the grounds of St Laurence School.

On 8 October 2003, Bradford on Avon was granted Fairtrade Town
status.
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Churches

St Laurence's сhurch

Holy Trinity church

Notable is the Saxon church (dedicated to St. Laurence), which may
have been founded by St. Aldhelm around 705, and could have been a
temporary burial site for King Edward the Martyr. It was re-discovered
by Canon William Frampton in 1856, having been used for secular
purposes (apparently becoming a house, a school and part of a factory).
In his research Canon Frampton, who had an interest in archaeology,
found reference to the church in the writings of William of
Malmesbury. It is suggested that some of the building, containing the
blind arcades at a higher level, may belong to a later period[6] while a
leaflet available at the church, February 2012, seems to prefer the
period 950-1050 for the whole building. The elaborate ornamentation
of the exterior consists of pilaster-strips, a broad frieze of two plain
string-courses between which is a blind arcade of round-headed arches
whose short vertical pilasters have trapezoidal capitals and bases, while
on the eastern gable and the corners adjacent there is a series of
mouldings as vertical triple semi-cylinders.[7] Inside the church, high in
the wall above a small chancel arch, are the carved figures of two
flying angels, the right-hand figure reportedly "intended to be clothed
in transparent drapery ... the legs from the knee downward are depicted
as showing through the transparent robe" which is referred to as a
"quaint fancy".[8]

In addition to the Saxon church, the town has four Church of England
churches, one Church of England chapel, two Baptist chapels, a United
Church (Methodist and United Reformed Church), a free
nonconformist church, a community church, a Quaker (Society of Friends) meeting house and a Roman Catholic
church.

The original parish church has a dedication to the Holy Trinity, and is located near the town centre by the river. It is
Norman in origin, and it is possible that the chancel was built over the remains of an older church. Several chapels
were added on the north side, and the wall in between was later opened up and the chapels now form the north aisle.
A squint, or hagioscope, near the altar is claimed to be England's longest. The tower and spire was built around 1480,
replacing an older one, and the south wall was largely rebuilt in the 19th century.[9] The church has a ring of eight
bells, with the tenor (heaviest bell) weighing 29-2-26 (1.5 tons) and is tuned to Dflat.
The other Anglican church has dedication of Christ Church, and is entirely a Victorian construction.[10] The Catholic
church, dedicated to St. Thomas More, occupies the building that used to be the town hall.[11]

Economy
Bradford has been the headquarters of Avon Rubber, a manufacturer of rubber products for the automotive and other
industries. Today, it is the headquarters of the Alex Moulton bicycle company. It has several other small scale
manufacturing enterprises.
The town's main business is retail shopping, tourism and day to day servicing of a population largely made up of
families, commuters and the retired.
The town has one mid-sized supermarket, Sainsbury's, situated on the Elms Cross Industrial estate, a two minute 
walk from the Canal lock, and five convenience stores.[12] Local consumers founded Bradford-on-Avon
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Co-operative Society in 1861, which, in the 1960s, united with other consumer co-operatives in the district to merge
with a national business. Though consumer co-operation since left, Bristol workers' co-operative Bishopston Trading
Company has a Fairtrade clothing shop in Silver Street, that supports the village of K.V. Kuppam in Tamil Nadu,
India.[13][14][15]

Transport
Road
Bradford lies on the A363 Trowbridge to Bath road, which runs through the town from south to north. All other road
routes are minor, affording access to local settlements.
Rail
Bradford-on-Avon railway station lies on what is now the Bath—Weymouth railway line. It opened in the mid-19th
century and was built by the original (pre-grouping) Great Western Railway. Northwards the line runs past Avoncliff
and Freshford stations, and joins the Great Western main line east of Bath. Trains run to Bristol Temple Meads and
Cardiff. Southwards, the line is joined by the minor Melksham branch from Chippenham shortly before Trowbridge.
At Westbury the line crosses the main London to Plymouth line. From Westbury, trains run to Southampton,
Portsmouth or Weymouth, and occasionally to Frome or Castle Cary.
Waterways
Running parallel to the railway through the town is the Kennet and Avon Canal and Bradford Lock. The use of this
canal declined as the railways grew but it was restored to full working order during the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. The
canal provides a link through to the Avon at Bath in the west, and the Thames at Reading in the east.

Local government
The most significant local government functions (including schools, roads, social services, emergency planning,
leisure services, development control, and waste disposal) are carried out by Wiltshire Council.
Bradford on Avon is a civil parish with an elected town council of 12, 2 Conservative and 10 Liberal Democrats.
This has a mostly consultative and ceremonial role, and the chairman of the town council has the title of Mayor of
Bradford.
Since 2010 Bradford on Avon has been part of the Chippenham parliamentary constituency.
See also:
•• West Wiltshire Council election, 1999
•• West Wiltshire Council election, 2003
•• West Wiltshire Council election, 2007
•• Wiltshire Council election, 2005
•• Wiltshire Council election, 2009

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Consumer_co-operative
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Workers%27_co-operative
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bishopston_Trading_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bishopston_Trading_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fairtrade
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=K.V._Kuppam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tamil_Nadu
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A363
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trowbridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bradford-on-Avon_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Heart_of_Wessex_Line
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Great_Western_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Avoncliff
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Freshford
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bristol_Temple_Meads_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cardiff_Central_railway_station
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Melksham
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chippenham%2C_Wiltshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trowbridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Westbury%2C_Wiltshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=London
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Plymouth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Southampton
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Portsmouth
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Weymouth%2C_Dorset
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Frome
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Castle_Cary
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kennet_and_Avon_Canal
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bradford_Lock
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Reading%2C_Berkshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wiltshire_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Civil_parishes_in_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Town_council
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Conservative
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Liberal_Democrats
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mayor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chippenham_%28UK_Parliament_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=West_Wiltshire_Council_election%2C_1999
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=West_Wiltshire_Council_election%2C_2003
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=West_Wiltshire_Council_election%2C_2007
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wiltshire_Council_election%2C_2005
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wiltshire_Council_election%2C_2009


Bradford on Avon 85

Education
The town has one secondary school, St Laurence School, a specialist Arts College.

Sport and leisure
Bradford on Avon has a Non-League football club Bradford Town F.C. who play at Bradford on Avon Sports and
Social Club on Trowbridge Road.

Notable people
• Peter Hammill, singer-songwriter
• Henry Shrapnel, inventor of the 'shrapnel shell'
• Miles Kington, journalist
• Sharron Davies, Swimmer and TV presenter
• Alex Moulton, engineer and inventor
• Simon R. Green, science-fiction/fantasy author
• Rugby union players Will Carling, Phil de Glanville, and Jon Sleightholme
• Hugh Scully, television presenter
• Jonathan Newth, actor
• Rob Newman, ex-footballer and current football manager
• Andy Pearce, ex-footballer
• Stephen Volk, TV scriptwriter, TV series Afterlife, Dark Corners
• Simon Tisdall, journalist
• Pop groups Jesus Jones and Blackbud were both formed in the town
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External links
• Bradford on Avon (http:/ / www. dmoz. org/ / Regional/ Europe/ United_Kingdom/ England/ Wiltshire/

Bradford-on-Avon/ / ) at the Open Directory Project
• Bradford on Avon Town Council (http:/ / www. bradfordonavontown. com)
• Historic Bradford-on-Avon photos (http:/ / www. bbc. co. uk/ wiltshire/ content/ image_galleries/

historic_bradford_on_avon_photos_gallery1. shtml) at BBC Wiltshire (http:/ / www. bbc. co. uk/ wiltshire)
• English Towns: Bradford-on-Avon (http:/ / news. bbc. co. uk/ local/ wiltshire/ hi/ people_and_places/ history/

newsid_8545000/ 8545732. stm''Six) - A 35 minute BBC TV programme made in 1981 examining
Bradford-on-Avon's Georgian buildings and architecture

• Day Out: Bradford-on-Avon (http:/ / www. bbc. co. uk/ wiltshire/ content/ articles/ 2008/ 08/ 19/
day_out_bradford_on_avon_1878_film_feature. shtml) - A 30 minute BBC TV programme made in 1978 of a
day spent exploring Bradford-on-Avon
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British Library

British Library

The British Library from the concourse

Country United Kingdom

Type National library

Established 1973 (1753)

Location 96, Euston Road, London, England, NW1 2DB

Branches 2 (Boston Spa, West Yorkshire and Colindale, London)

Collection

Items collected books, journals, newspapers, magazines, sound and music recordings, patents, databases, maps, stamps, prints, drawings and
manuscripts

Size 150,000,000 total items
13,950,000 books[1]

824,101 serial titles
351,116 manuscripts (single and volumes)
8,266,276 philatelic items
4,347,505 cartographic items
1,607,885 music scores
3,000,000 sound recordings

Legal deposit Yes, as enshrined in the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 2003

Access and use

Access

requirements

Open to anyone with a need to use the collections and services

Other information

Budget £142million[1]

Director Roly Keating (Chief Executive, since September 12, 2012)

Website www.bl.uk [2]

The British Library is the national library of the United Kingdom.[3] The library is a major research library, holding 
over 150 million items from many countries, in many languages[4] and in many formats, both print and digital: 
books, manuscripts, journals, newspapers, magazines, sound and music recordings, videos, play-scripts, patents, 
databases, maps, stamps, prints, drawings. The Library's collections include around 14 million books,[5] along with
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substantial holdings of manuscripts and historical items dating back as far as 2000 BC.
As a legal deposit library, the British Library receives copies of all books produced in the United Kingdom and
Ireland, including a significant proportion of overseas titles distributed in the UK. It also has a programme for
content acquisitions. The British Library adds some three million items every year occupying 9.6 kilometres (6 mi)
of new shelf space.[6]

The library is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport. It is
located on the north side of Euston Road in St Pancras, London (between Euston railway station and St Pancras
railway station) and has a document storage centre and reading room at Boston Spa, Wetherby in West Yorkshire.
The library was originally a department of the British Museum and from the mid-19th century occupied the famous
circular British Museum Reading Room. It became legally separate in 1973, and by 1997 had moved into its new
purpose-built building at St Pancras, London.

Historical background
The British Library was created on 1 July 1973 as a result of the British Library Act 1972.[7] Prior to this, the
national library was part of the British Museum, which provided the bulk of the holdings of the new library,
alongside smaller organisations which were folded in (such as the National Central Library, the National Lending
Library for Science and Technology and the British National Bibliography).[7] In 1974 functions previously
exercised by the Office for Scientific and Technical Information were taken over; in 1982 the India Office Library
and Records and the HMSO Binderies became British Library responsibilities.[8] In 1983, the Library absorbed the
National Sound Archive, which holds many sound and video recordings, with over a million discs and thousands of
tapes.[9]

The core of the Library's historical collections is based on a series of donations and acquisitions from the 18th
century, known as the 'foundation collections'.[10] These include the books and manuscripts of Sir Robert Cotton, Sir
Hans Sloane, Robert Harley and the King's Library of King George III,[11] as well as the Old Royal Library donated
by King George II.

The British Library in Thorp Arch, West
Yorkshire

For many years its collections were dispersed in various buildings
around central London, in places such as Bloomsbury (within the
British Museum), Chancery Lane, and Holborn, with an interlibrary
lending centre at Boston Spa, Wetherby in West Yorkshire (situated on
Thorp Arch Trading Estate) and the newspaper library at Colindale,
north-west London.[7]

Initial plans for the British Library required demolition of an integral
part of Bloomsbury - a seven acre swathe of streets immediately in
front of the Museum, so that the Library could be situated directly
opposite. After a long and hard-fought campaign led by Dr George
Wagner, this decision was overturned and the library was instead

constructed on a site at Euston Road next to St Pancras railway station.[12]

Since 1997 the main collection has been housed in this single new building, although post-1800 newspapers are still
held at Colindale, and the Document Supply Centre is in Yorkshire. The Library previously had a book storage depot
in Woolwich, south-east London, which is no longer in use. The new library was designed specially for the purpose
by the architect Colin St John Wilson.[7] Facing Euston Road is a large piazza that includes pieces of public art, such
as large sculptures by Eduardo Paolozzi (a bronze statue based on William Blake's study of Isaac Newton) and
Antony Gormley. It is the largest public building constructed in the United Kingdom in the 20th century.[13][14]
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The British Library and St Pancras

In the middle of the building is a six-storey
glass tower containing the King's Library,
with 65,000 printed volumes along with
other pamphlets, manuscripts and maps
collected by King George III between 1763
and 1820.[15] In December 2009 a new
storage building at Thorp Arch, City of
Leeds, West Yorkshire was opened by Rosie
Winterton. The new facility, costing £26
million, has a capacity for seven million
items, stored in more than 140,000 bar-coded containers, which are retrieved by robots,[16] from the 162.7 Miles of
temperature and humidity-controlled storage space.[17]

Legal deposit

Interior of the British Library, with the smoked
glass wall of the King's Library in the

background.

In England, legal deposit can be traced back to at least 1610.[18] An
Act of Parliament in 1911 established the principle of the legal deposit,
ensuring that the British Library and five other libraries in Great
Britain and Ireland are entitled to receive a free copy of every item
published or distributed in Britain. The other five libraries are: the
Bodleian Library at Oxford; the University Library at Cambridge; the
Trinity College Library at Dublin; and the National Libraries of
Scotland and Wales. The British Library is the only one that must
automatically receive a copy of every item published in Britain; the
others are entitled to these items, but must specifically request them
from the publisher after learning that they have been or are about to be
published, a task done centrally by the Agency for the Legal Deposit Libraries.

Further, under the terms of Irish copyright law (most recently the Copyright and Related Rights Act 2000), the
British Library is entitled to automatically receive a free copy of every book published in Ireland, alongside the
National Library of Ireland, the Trinity College Library at Dublin, the library of the University of Limerick, the
library of Dublin City University and the libraries of the four constituent universities of the National University of
Ireland. The Bodleian Library, Cambridge University Library, and the National Libraries of Scotland and Wales are
also entitled to copies of material published in Ireland, but again must formally make requests.
In 2003 the Ipswich MP Chris Mole introduced a Private Member's Bill which became the Legal Deposit Libraries
Act 2003. The Act extends United Kingdom legal deposit requirements to electronic documents, such as CD-ROMs
and selected websites.[19]

The Library also holds the Asia, Pacific and Africa Collections (APAC) which include the India Office Records and
materials in the languages of Asia and of north and north-east Africa.[20]
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Using the library's reading rooms

The mechanical book handling system
(MBHS[21]) used to deliver requested books

from stores to reading rooms.

Bronze sculpture. Bill Woodrow's 'Sitting On
History' was purchased for the British Library by

Carl Djerassi and Diane Middlebrook in 1997.
Sitting on History, with its ball and chain, refers

to the book as the captor of information which we
cannot escape

The bust visible top left is Colin St. John Wilson
RA by Celia Scott, 1998 a gift from the American
Trust for the British Library. Sir Colin designed

the British Library building

The Library is open to everyone who has a genuine need to use its
collections. Anyone with a permanent address who wishes to carry out
research can apply for a Reader Pass; they are required to provide
proof of signature and address for security purposes.[22]

Historically, only those wishing to use specialised material unavailable
in other public or academic libraries would be given a Reader Pass.
The Library has been criticised for admitting numbers of
undergraduate students, who have access to their own university
libraries, to the reading rooms. The Library replied that it has always
admitted undergraduates as long as they have a legitimate personal,
work-related or academic research purpose.[23]

The majority of catalogue entries can be found on Explore the British
Library, the Library's main catalogue, which is based on Primo.[24]

Other collections have their own catalogues, such as western
manuscripts. The large reading rooms offer hundreds of seats which
are often filled with researchers, especially during the Easter and
summer holidays.

Material available online

The British Library makes a number of images of items within its
collections available online. Its Online Gallery gives access to 30,000
images from various medieval books, together with a handful of
exhibition-style items in a proprietary format, such as the Lindisfarne
Gospels. This includes the facility to "turn the virtual pages" of a few
documents, such as Leonardo da Vinci's notebooks.[25] Catalogue
entries for a large number of the illuminated manuscript collections are
available online, with selected images of pages or miniatures from a
growing number of them,[26] and there is a database of significant
bookbindings.[27]

The British Library's commercial secure electronic delivery service was started in 2003 at a cost of £6 million. This
offers more than 100 million items (including 280,000 journal titles, 50 million patents, 5 million reports, 476,000
US dissertations and 433,000 conference proceedings) for researchers and library patrons worldwide which were
previously unavailable outside the Library due to copyright restrictions. In line with a government directive that the
British Library must cover a percentage of its operating costs, a fee is charged to the user. However, this service is
no longer profitable and has led to a series of restructures to try to prevent further losses.[28] When Google Books
started, the British Library signed an agreement with Microsoft to digitise a number of books from the British
Library for its Live Search Books project.[29] This material was only available to readers in the US, and closed in
May 2008.[30] The scanned books are currently available via the British Library catalogue or Amazon.[31]

In October 2010 the British Library launched its Management and business studies portal. This website is designed
to allow digital access to management research reports, consulting reports, working papers and articles.[32]

In November 2011, four million newspaper pages from the 18th and 19th centuries were made available online. The
project will scan up to 40 million pages over the next 10 years. The archive is free to search, but there is a charge for
accessing the pages themselves.[33]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AMechanical_book_handling_system%2C_British_Library.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bill_Woodrow
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carl_Djerassi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Diane_Middlebrook
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Colin_St._John_Wilson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASitting_on_history.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Undergraduate
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Easter
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lindisfarne_Gospels
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lindisfarne_Gospels
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leonardo_da_Vinci
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Illuminated_manuscript
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bookbinding
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Secure_electronic_delivery_service
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Copyright
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Microsoft
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Live_Search_Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Amazon.com


British Library 91

Electronic collections
Explore the British Library is the latest iteration of the online catalogue. It contains nearly 57 million records and
may be used to search, view and order items from the collections or search the contents of the Library's website. The
Library's electronic collections include over 40,000 ejournals, 800 databases and other electronic resources.[34] A
number of these are available for remote access to registered St Pancras Reader Pass holders.

Exhibitions

Bronze sculpture. Inscription reads
'NEWTON' after William Blake by Eduardo

Paolozzi 1995 Grant aided by The Foundation for
Sport & the Arts. Funded by subscriptions from
the football pools, Vernon, Littlewoods, Zetters

A number of books and manuscripts are on display to the general
public in the Sir John Ritblat Gallery which is open seven days a week
at no charge. Some of the manuscripts in the exhibition include
Beowulf, the Lindisfarne Gospels and St Cuthbert Gospel, a Gutenberg
Bible, Geoffrey Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Thomas Malory's Le
Morte d'Arthur (King Arthur), Captain Cook's journal, Jane Austen's
History of England, Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre, Lewis Carroll's
Alice's Adventures Under Ground, Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories,
Charles Dickens's Nicholas Nickleby, Virginia Woolf's Mrs Dalloway
and a room devoted solely to Magna Carta, as well as several Qu'rans
and Asian items.[35]

In addition to the permanent exhibition, there are frequent thematic
exhibitions which have covered maps,[36] sacred texts[37] and the
history of the English language.[38]

Business and IP Centre

In May 2005, the British Library received a grant of £1 million from the London Development Agency to change
two of its reading rooms into the Business & IP Centre. The Centre was opened in March 2006.[39] It holds arguably
the most comprehensive collection of business and intellectual property (IP) material in the United Kingdom and is
the official library of the UK Intellectual Property Office.

The collection is divided up into four main information areas: market research, company information, trade
directories, and journals. It is free of charge in hard copy and online via approximately 30 subscription databases.
Registered readers can access the collection and the databases.[40]

There are over 50 million patent specifications from 40 countries in a collection dating back to 1855. The collection
also includes official gazettes on patents, trade marks and Registered Design; law reports and other material on
litigation; and information on copyright. This is available in hard copy and via online databases.[41]

Staff are trained to guide small and medium enterprises (SME) and entrepreneurs to use the full range of
resources.[41]
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Sound archive

Tape players used in the British Library Sound
Archives, 2009 photo.

The British Library Sound Archive holds more than a million discs and
185,000 tapes.[42] The collections come from all over the world and
cover the entire range of recorded sound from music, drama and
literature to oral history and wildlife sounds, stretching back over more
than 100 years. The Sound Archive's online catalogue is updated daily.

It is also possible to listen to recordings from the collection in selected
Reading Rooms in the Library through their SoundServer[43] and
Listening and Viewing Service, which is based in the Rare Books &
Music Reading Room.[44]

In 2006 the Library launched a new online resource Archival Sound
Recordings which makes over 10,000 hours of the Sound Archive's
recordings available online for UK higher and further education and
the general public.[45]

Newspapers

British Library Newspapers, Colindale

The British Library Newspapers section is based in Colindale in North
London.[46] The Library has an almost complete collection of British
and Irish newspapers since 1840. This is partly because of the legal
deposit legislation of 1869, which required newspapers to supply a
copy of each edition of a newspaper to the library. London editions of
national daily and Sunday newspapers are complete back to 1801. In
total the collection consists of 660,000 bound volumes and 370,000
reels of microfilm containing tens of millions of newspapers with
52,000 titles on 45 km of shelves. In May 2010 a ten year programme
of digitisation of the newspaper archives with commercial partner DC
Thomson subsidiary brightsolid began.[47][48] In November 2011, BBC
News announced the launch of the British Newspaper Archive, an initiative to facilitate online access to over one
million pages of pre-20th century newspapers.[49]

Among the collections are the Thomason Tracts, containing 7,200 17th century newspapers,[50] and the Burney
Collection, featuring nearly 1 million pages of newspapers from the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth
century.[51] The Thomason Tracts and Burney collections are held at St Pancras, and are available in digital
facsimile.
The section also has extensive records of non-British newspapers in languages that use the Latin and Cyrillic
alphabets. The Library's substantial holdings of newspapers in the languages of Asia and the Middle East may be
accessed at the Library's reading rooms at St. Pancras.
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Philatelic Collections

Philatelic collections

The entrance gate and its shadow (designed by
Lida and David Kindersley)

The British Library Philatelic Collections are held at St Pancras. The
collections were established in 1891 with the donation of the Tapling
collection,[52] they steadily developed and now comprise over 25
major collections and a number of smaller ones, encompassing a
wide-range of disciplines. The collections include postage and revenue
stamps, postal stationery, essays, proofs, covers and entries, "cinderella
stamp" material, specimen issues, airmails, some postal history
materials, official and private posts, etc., for almost all countries and
periods.[53]

An extensive display of material from the collections is on exhibit,
which may be the best permanent display of diverse classic stamps and
philatelic material in the world. Approximately 80,000 items on 6,000
sheets may be viewed in 1,000 display frames; 2,400 sheets are from
the Tapling Collection. All other material, which covers the whole
world, is available to students and researchers.[53] As well as these
collections, the library actively acquires literature on the subject. This
makes the British Library one of the world's prime philatelic research
centres. The Head Curator of the Philatelic Collections is David Beech.[53]

Highlights of the collections
Highlights selected by the British Library include:[54]

• The Diamond Sutra, the world's earliest dated printed book[55] printed in 868 during the Tang Dynasty
• The Codex Sinaiticus, the major portion of the world's second-oldest manuscript of the Bible in koine Greek (4th

century) and a priceless treasure.[56]

• The Codex Alexandrinus, an early manuscript of the Bible in koine Greek
• The Lindisfarne Gospels, an illuminated Latin Gospel book from Anglo-Saxon Northumbria
• The St Cuthbert Gospel, a Northumbrian gospel book with the oldest Western binding, currently on long-term

loan and in 2011 the subject of an appeal to purchase
• Two Gutenberg Bibles, two copies of a Latin Bible printed at Mainz, Germany (1450s)
• Two 1215 copies of Magna Carta
• The sole surviving manuscript copy of the poem Beowulf[57]

• The Codex Arundel, one of Leonardo da Vinci's notebooks.
• William Tyndale's 1534 English translation New Testament, the personal copy of Anne Boleyn.[58]

• Manuscript of Alice's Adventures Under Ground by Lewis Carroll (given to the British Library by a consortium
of American bibliophiles "in recognition of Britain's courage in facing Hitler before America came into the war")
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Collections of manuscripts
•• Arundel collection
•• Cotton Library
•• Harleian Collection
•• Royal manuscripts
There is also the "Additional Manuscripts" series, which covers manuscripts that are not part of the named
collections, and contains all other manuscripts gifted, purchased or bequeathed to the Library since 1756.[59]

Transport connections

Service Station/Stop Lines/Routes served

London Buses British Library 10, 18, 30, 59, 73, 91, 205, 390, 476,
N73, N91

London
Underground 

King's Cross St.
Pancras 

    
London Overground Euston Watford DC Line

National Rail King's Cross East Coast, First Capital Connect,
First Hull Trains, Grand Central

St Pancras East Midland Trains, Eurostar,
First Capital Connect, Southeastern
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British Museum

British Museum

Established 1753

Location Great Russell Street, London WC1, England, UK

Coordinates 51°31′10″N 0°07′37″W

Collection size approx. 8 million objects[1]

Visitor figures 6,049,000 (2007–2008)[2]

•• Ranked 1st nationally
•• Ranked 3rd globally

Website www.britishmuseum.org [3]

The centre of the museum was redeveloped in
2001 to become the Great Court, surrounding the

original Reading Room.

The British Museum is a museum in London dedicated to human
history and culture. Its permanent collection, numbering some eight
million works,[4] is amongst the largest and most comprehensive in
existence[4] and originates from all continents, illustrating and
documenting the story of human culture from its beginnings to the
present.[a]

The British Museum was established in 1753, largely based on the
collections of the physician and scientist Sir Hans Sloane. The museum
first opened to the public on 15 January 1759 in Montagu House in
Bloomsbury, on the site of the current museum building. Its expansion
over the following two and a half centuries was largely a result of an
expanding British colonial footprint and has resulted in the creation of
several branch institutions, the first being the British Museum (Natural
History) in South Kensington in 1887. Some objects in the collection,
most notably the Elgin Marbles from the Parthenon, are the objects of
intense controversy and of calls for restitution to their countries of
origin.

Until 1997, when the British Library (previously centred on the Round
Reading Room) moved to a new site, the British Museum was unique
in that it housed both a national museum of antiquities and a national library in the same building. The museum is a
non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, and as with all other
national museums in the United Kingdom it charges no admission fee.[5] Since 2002 the director of the museum has
been Neil MacGregor.[6]
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History

Sir Hans Sloane, founder of the British Museum

Sir Hans Sloane

Although principally a museum of cultural art objects and antiquities today, the
British Museum was founded as a "universal museum". Its foundations lie in the
will of the physician and naturalist Sir Hans Sloane (1660–1753). During the
course of his lifetime Sloane gathered an enviable collection of curiosities and,
not wishing to see his collection broken up after death, he bequeathed it to King
George II, for the nation, for the princely sum of £20,000.[7]

At that time, Sloane's collection consisted of around 71,000 objects of all kinds[8]

including some 40,000 printed books, 7,000 manuscripts, extensive natural
history specimens including 337 volumes of dried plants, prints and drawings
including those by Albrecht Dürer and antiquities from Egypt, Greece, Rome, the
Ancient Near and Far East and the Americas.[9]

Foundation (1753)

On 7 June 1753, King George II gave his formal assent to the Act of Parliament which established the British
Museum.[b] The Foundation Act, added two other libraries to the Sloane collection. The Cottonian Library,
assembled by Sir Robert Cotton, dated back to Elizabethan times and the Harleian library, the collection of the Earls
of Oxford. They were joined in 1757 by the Royal Library, assembled by various British monarchs. Together these
four "foundation collections" included many of the most treasured books now in the British Library[10] including the
Lindisfarne Gospels and the sole surviving copy of Beowulf.[c]

Montagu House, c. 1715

The British Museum was the first of a new kind of museum – national,
belonging to neither church nor king, freely open to the public and
aiming to collect everything. Sloane's collection, while including a vast
miscellany of objects, tended to reflect his scientific interests.[11] The
addition of the Cotton and Harley manuscripts introduced a literary and
antiquarian element and meant that the British Museum now became
both national museum and library.[12]
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Cabinet of curiosities (1753–78)

The Rosetta Stone on display in the British
Museum in 1874

The body of trustees decided on a converted 17th-century mansion,
Montagu House, as a location for the museum, which it bought from
the Montagu family for £20,000. The Trustees rejected Buckingham
House, on the site now occupied by Buckingham Palace, on the
grounds of cost and the unsuitability of its location.[13][d]

With the acquisition of Montagu House the first exhibition galleries
and reading room for scholars opened on 15 January 1759.[14] In 1757
King George II gave the Old Royal Library and with it the right to a
copy of every book published in the country, thereby ensuring that the
Museum's library would expand indefinitely. The predominance of
natural history, books and manuscripts began to lessen when in 1772
the Museum acquired its first antiquities of note; Sir William Hamilton's collection of Greek vases. During the few
years after its foundation the British Museum received several further gifts, including the Thomason Collection of
Civil War Tracts and David Garrick's library of 1,000 printed plays, but yet contained few ancient relics recognisable
to visitors of the modern museum.

Indolence and energy (1778–1800)

From 1778 a display of objects from the South Seas brought back from the round-the-world voyages of Captain
James Cook and the travels of other explorers fascinated visitors with a glimpse of previously unknown lands. The
bequest of a collection of books, engraved gems, coins, prints and drawings by Clayton Mordaunt Cracherode in
1800 did much to raise the Museum's reputation; but Montagu House became increasingly crowded and decrepit and
it was apparent that it would be unable to cope with further expansion.[15]

The museum’s first notable addition towards its collection of antiquities, since its foundation, was by Sir William
Hamilton (1730–1803), British Ambassador to Naples, who sold his collection of Greek and Roman artefacts to the
museum in 1784 together with a number of other antiquities and natural history specimens. A list of donations to the
Museum, dated 31 January 1784 refers to the Hamilton bequest of a "Colossal Foot of an Apollo in Marble". It was
one of two antiquities of Hamilton's collection drawn for him by Francesco Progenie, a pupil of Pietro Fabris, who
also contributed a number of drawings of Mount Vesuvius sent by Hamilton to the Royal Society in London.

Growth and change (1800–25)

The Elgin Room, 1937

In the early 19th century the foundations for the extensive collection of
sculpture began to be laid and Greek, Roman and Egyptian artefacts
dominated the antiquities displays. After the defeat of the French
Campaign in the Battle of the Nile, in 1801, the British Museum
acquired more Egyptian sculpture and in 1802 King George III
presented the Rosetta Stone – key to the deciphering of
hieroglyphs.[16] Gifts and purchases from Henry Salt, British Consul
General in Egypt, beginning with the Colossal bust of Ramesses II in
1818, laid the foundations of the collection of Egyptian Monumental
Sculpture.[17] Many Greek sculptures followed, notably the first
purpose-built exhibition space, the Charles Towneley collection, much of it Roman Sculpture, in 1805. In 1806,
Thomas Bruce, 7th Earl of
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Left to Right: Montagu House, Townley Gallery
and Sir Robert Smirke's west wing under

construction (July 1828)

The Mausoleum of Halicarnassus Room, 1920s

Elgin, ambassador to the Ottoman Empire from 1799 to 1803 removed
the large collection of marble sculptures from the Parthenon, on the
Acropolis in Athens and transferred them to the UK. In 1816 these
masterpieces of western art, were acquired by The British Museum by
Act of Parliament and deposited in the museum thereafter.[18] The
collections were supplemented by the Bassae frieze from Phigaleia,
Greece in 1815. The Ancient Near Eastern collection also had its
beginnings in 1825 with the purchase of Assyrian and Babylonian
antiquities from the widow of Claudius James Rich.[19]

In 1802 a Buildings Committee was set up to plan for expansion of the
museum, and further highlighted by the donation in 1822 of the King's
Library, personal library of King George III's, comprising 65,000
volumes, 19,000 pamphlets, maps, charts and topographical
drawing.[20] The neoclassical architect, Sir Robert Smirke, was asked
to draw up plans for an eastern extension to the Museum "... for the
reception of the Royal Library, and a Picture Gallery over it ..."[21] and
put forward plans for today's quadrangular building, much of which
can be seen today. The dilapidated Old Montagu House was
demolished and work on the King's Library Gallery began in 1823. The
extension, the East Wing, was completed by 1831. However, following the founding of the National Gallery, London
in 1824,[e] the proposed Picture Gallery was no longer needed, and the space on the upper floor was given over to the
Natural History collections.[22]

The largest building site in Europe (1825–50)

The Grenville Library, (1875)

The Museum became a construction site as Sir Robert Smirke's grand
neo-classical building gradually arose. The King's Library, on the
ground floor of the East Wing, was handed over in 1827, and was
described as one of the finest rooms in London although it was not
fully open to the general public until 1857, however, special openings
were arranged during The Great Exhibition of 1851. In spite of dirt and
disruption the collections grew, outpacing the new building.

Archaeological excavations
In 1840 the Museum became involved in its first overseas excavations,
Charles Fellows's expedition to Xanthos, in Asia Minor, whence came
remains of the tombs of the rulers of ancient Lycia, among them the Nereid and Payava monuments. In 1857 Charles
Newton was to discover the 4th-century BC Mausoleum of Halikarnassos, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World. In the 1840s and 1850s the Museum supported excavations in Assyria by A.H. Layard and others at sites
such as Nimrud and Nineveh. Of particular interest to curators was the eventual discovery of Ashurbanipal's great
library of cuneiform tablets, which helped to make the Museum a focus for Assyrian studies.[23]

Sir Thomas Grenville (1755–1846), a Trustee of The British Museum from 1830, assembled a fine library of 20,240
volumes, which he left to the Museum in his will. The books arrived in January 1847 in twenty-one horse-drawn
vans. The only vacant space for this large library was a room originally intended for manuscripts, between the Front
Entrance Hall and the Manuscript Saloon. The books remained here until the British Library moved to St Pancras in
1998.
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Collecting from the wider world (1850–75)

The opening of the forecourt in 1852 marked the completion of Robert Smirke's 1823 plan, but already adjustments
were having to be made to cope with the unforeseen growth of the collections. Infill galleries were constructed for
Assyrian sculptures and Sydney Smirke's Round Reading Room, with space for a million books, opened in 1857.
Because of continued pressure on space the decision was taken to move natural history to a new building in South
Kensington, which would later become the British Museum of Natural History.
Roughly contemporary with the construction of the new building was the career of a man sometimes called the
"second founder" of the British Museum, the Italian librarian Anthony Panizzi. Under his supervision, the British
Museum Library (now the British Library) quintupled in size and became a well-organised institution worthy of
being called a national library, the largest library in the world after the National Library of Paris.[12] The quadrangle
at the centre of Smirke's design proved to be a waste of valuable space and was filled at Panizzi's request by a
circular Reading Room of cast iron, designed by Smirke's brother, Sydney Smirke.[24]

Until the mid-19th century, the Museum's collections were relatively circumscribed but, in 1851, with the
appointment to the staff of Augustus Wollaston Franks to curate the collections, the Museum began for the first time
to collect British and European medieval antiquities, prehistory, branching out into Asia and diversifying its holdings
of ethnography. Overseas excavations continued and John Turtle Wood discovered the remains of the 4th century
BC Temple of Artemis at Ephesos, another Wonder of the Ancient World.[25]

Scholarship and legacies (1875–1900)

The natural history collections were an integral part of the British Museum until their removal to the new British
Museum of Natural History, now the Natural History Museum, in 1887. With the departure and the completion of
the new White Wing (fronting Montague Street) in 1884, more space was available for antiquities and ethnography
and the library could further expand. This was a time of innovation as electric lighting was introduced in the Reading
Room and exhibition galleries.[26]

In 1882 the Museum was involved in the establishment of the independent Egypt Exploration Fund (now Society)
the first British body to carry out research in Egypt. A bequest from Miss Emma Turner in 1892 financed
excavations in Cyprus. In 1897 the death of the great collector and curator, A.W. Franks, was followed by an
immense bequest of 3,300 finger rings, 153 drinking vessels, 512 pieces of continental porcelain, 1,500 netsuke, 850
inro, over 30,000 bookplates and miscellaneous items of jewellery and plate, among them the Oxus Treasure.[27]

In 1898 Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild bequeathed the glittering contents from his New Smoking Room at
Waddesdon Manor as the Waddesdon Bequest. This consisted of almost 300 pieces of objets d'art et de vertu which
included exquisite examples of jewellery, plate, enamel, carvings, glass and maiolica, among them the Holy Thorn
Reliquary, probably created in the 1390s in Paris for John, Duke of Berry. The collection was in the tradition of a
schatzkammer or treasure house such as those formed by the Renaissance princes of Europe.[28] Baron Ferdinand's
will was most specific, and failure to observe the terms would make it void, the collection should be

placed in a special room to be called the Waddesdon Bequest Room separate and apart from the other contents
of the Museum and thenceforth for ever thereafter, keep the same in such room or in some other room to be
substituted for it.[28]

These terms are still observed, and the collection occupies room 45.
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New century, new building (1900–25)

Opening of The White Wing, King Edward VII's
Galleries (1914)

Sir Leonard Woolley holding the famous
excavated Sumerian Queen's Lyre, (1922)

By the last years of the 19th century, The British Museum's collections
had increased so much that the Museum building was no longer big
enough for them. In 1895 the trustees purchased the 69 houses
surrounding the Museum with the intention of demolishing them and
building around the West, North and East sides of the Museum. The
first stage was the construction of the northern wing beginning 1906.
All the while, the collections kept growing. Emily Torday collected in
Central Africa, Aurel Stein in Central Asia, D.G. Hogarth, Leonard
Woolley and T. E. Lawrence excavated at Carchemish. In 1918,
because of the threat of wartime bombing, some objects were
evacuated to a Postal Tube Railway at Holborn, the National Library of
Wales (Aberystwyth) and a country house near Malvern. On the return
of antiquities from wartime storage in 1919 some objects were found to
have deteriorated. A temporary conservation laboratory was set up in
May 1920 and became a permanent department in 1931. It is today the
oldest in continuous existence.[29] In 1923 the British Museum
welcomed over one million visitors.

Disruption and reconstruction (1925–50)

New mezzanine floors were constructed and book stacks rebuilt in an
attempt to cope with the flood of books. In 1931 the art dealer Sir
Joseph Duveen offered funds to build a gallery for the Parthenon
sculptures. Designed by the American architect John Russell Pope, it
was completed in 1938. The appearance of the exhibition galleries
began to change as dark Victorian reds gave way to modern pastel
shades.[f] However, in August 1939, due to the imminence of war and the likelihood of air-raids the Parthenon
Sculptures along with Museum's most valued collections were dispersed to secure basements, country houses,
Aldwych tube station, the National Library of Wales and a quarry. The evacuation was timely, for in 1940 the
Duveen Gallery was severely damaged by bombing.[30] The Museum continued to collect from all countries and all
centuries: among the most spectacular additions were the 2600 BC Mesopotamian treasure from Ur, discovered
during Leonard Woolley's 1922–34 excavations. Gold, silver and garnet grave goods from the Anglo-Saxon ship
burial at Sutton Hoo (1939) and late Roman silver tableware from Mildenhall, Suffolk (1946). The immediate
post-war years were taken up with the return of the collections from protection and the restoration of the museum
after the blitz. Work also began on restoring the damaged Duveen Gallery.
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A new public face (1950–75)

The re-opened Duveen Gallery, (1980)

In 1953 the Museum celebrated its bicentenary. Many changes
followed: the first full-time in house designer and publications officer
were appointed in 1964, A Friends organization was set up in 1968, an
Education Service established in 1970 and publishing house in 1973. In
1963 a new Act of Parliament introduced administrative reforms. It
became easier to lend objects, the constitution of the Board of Trustees
changed and the Natural History Museum became fully independent.
By 1959 the Coins and Medals office suite, completely destroyed
during the war, was rebuilt and re-opened, attention turned towards the
gallery work with new tastes in design leading to the remodelling of
Robert Smirke's Classical and Near Eastern galleries.[31] In 1962 the
Duveen Gallery was finally restored and the Parthenon Sculptures were
moved back into it, once again at the heart of the museum.[g]

By the 1970s the Museum was again expanding. More services for the
public were introduced; visitor numbers soared, with the temporary
exhibition "Treasures of Tutankhamun" in 1972, attracting 1,694,117
visitors, the most successful in British history. In the same year the Act
of Parliament establishing the British Library was passed, separating the collection of manuscripts and printed books
from the British Museum. This left the Museum with antiquities; coins, medals and paper money; prints & drawings;
and ethnography. A pressing problem was finding space for additions to the library which now required an extra 1¼
miles of shelving each year. The Government suggested a site at St Pancras for the new British Library but the books
did not leave the museum until 1997.

The Great Court emerges (1975–2000)

The departure of the British Library to a new site at St Pancras, finally achieved in 1998, provided the space needed
for the books. It also created the opportunity to redevelop the vacant space in Robert Smirke's 19th-century central
quadrangle into the Queen Elizabeth II Great Court – the largest covered square in Europe – which opened in 2000.
The ethnography collections, which had been housed in the short-lived Museum of Mankind at 6 Burlington Gardens
from 1970, were returned to new purpose-built galleries.
The Museum again readjusted its collecting policies as interest in "modern" objects: prints, drawings, medals and the
decorative arts reawakened. Ethnographical fieldwork was carried out in places as diverse as New Guinea,
Madagascar, Romania, Guatemala and Indonesia and there were excavations in the Near East, Egypt, Sudan and the
UK. The Weston Gallery of Roman Britain, opened in 1997, displayed a number of recently discovered hoards
which demonstrated the richness of what had been considered an unimportant part of the Roman Empire. The
Museum turned increasingly towards private funds for buildings, acquisitions and other purposes.[32]
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The Museum today

Today it no longer houses collections of natural history, and the books and manuscripts it once held now form part of
the independent British Library. The Museum nevertheless preserves its universality in its collections of artefacts
representing the cultures of the world, ancient and modern. The original 1753 collection has grown to over thirteen
million objects at the British Museum, 70 million at the Natural History Museum and 150 million at the British
Library.
The Round Reading Room, which was designed by the architect Sydney Smirke, opened in 1857. For almost 150
years researchers came here to consult the Museum's vast library. The Reading Room closed in 1997 when the
national library (the British Library) moved to a new building at St Pancras. Today it has been transformed into the
Walter and Leonore Annenberg Centre.
With the bookstacks in the central courtyard of the museum empty, the process of demolition for Lord Foster's
glass-roofed Great Court could begin. The Great Court, opened in 2000, while undoubtedly improving circulation
around the museum, was criticised for having a lack of exhibition space at a time when the museum was in serious
financial difficulties and many galleries were closed to the public. At the same time the African and Oceanic
collections that had been temporarily housed in 6 Burlington Gardens were given a new gallery in the North Wing
funded by the Sainsbury family - with the donation valued at £25 million.[33]

As part of its very large website, the museum has the largest online database of objects in the collection of any
museum in the world, with 2,000,000 individual object entries, 650,000 of them illustrated, online at the start of
2012.[34] There is also a "Highlights" database with longer entries on over 4,000 objects, and several specialized
online research catalogues and online journals (all free to access).[35]

Governance
In real terms, the British Museum is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for Culture,
Media and Sport through a three-year funding agreement. Its head is the Director. The British Museum was run from
its inception by a 'Principal Librarian' (when the book collections were still part of the Museum), a role that was
renamed 'Director and Principal Librarian' in 1898, and 'Director' in 1973 (on the separation of the British
Library).[36]

A board of 25 trustees (with the Director as their accounting officer for the purposes of reporting to Government) is
responsible for the general management and control of the Museum, in accordance with the British Museum Act
1963 and the Museums and Galleries Act 1992.[37] Prior to the 1963 Act, it was chaired by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor and the Speaker of the House of Commons. The board was formed on the
Museum's inception to hold its collections in trust for the nation without actually owning them themselves, and now
fulfil a mainly advisory role. Trustee appointments are governed by the regulatory framework set out in the code of
practice on public appointments issued by the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments. For a list of
current trustees, see here.[38]
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Building

The entrance to the museum

The Greek Revival façade facing Great Russell Street is a characteristic
building of Sir Robert Smirke, with 44 columns in the Ionic order 45 ft
(14 m) high, closely based on those of the temple of Athena Polias at
Priene in Asia Minor. The pediment over the main entrance is
decorated by sculptures by Sir Richard Westmacott depicting The
Progress of Civilisation, consisting of fifteen allegorical figures,
installed in 1852.

The construction commenced around the courtyard with the East Wing
(The King's Library) in 1823–1828, followed by the North Wing in
1833–1838, which originally housed among other galleries a reading
room, now the Wellcome Gallery. Work was also progressing on the northern half of the West Wing (The Egyptian
Sculpture Gallery) 1826–1831, with Montagu House demolished in 1842 to make room for the final part of the West
Wing, completed in 1846, and the South Wing with its great colonnade, initiated in 1843 and completed in 1847,
when the Front Hall and Great Staircase were opened to the public.[39] The Museum is faced with Portland stone, but
the perimeter walls and other parts of the building were built using Haytor granite from Dartmoor in South Devon,
transported via the unique Haytor Granite Tramway.[40]

The King's Library

In 1846 Robert Smirke was replaced as the Museum's architect by his
brother Sydney Smirke, whose major addition was the Round Reading
Room 1854–1857; at 140 feet (43 m) in diameter it was then the
second widest dome in the world, the Pantheon in Rome being slightly
wider.

The next major addition was the White Wing 1882–1884 added behind
the eastern end of the South Front, the architect being Sir John Taylor.

In 1895, Parliament gave the Museum Trustees a loan of £200,000 to
purchase from the Duke of Bedford all 69 houses which backed onto
the Museum building in the five surrounding streets - Great Russell

Street, Montague Street, Montague Place, Bedford Square and Bloomsbury Street.[41] The Trustees planned to
demolish these houses and to build around the West, North and East sides of the Museum new galleries that would
completely fill the block on which the Museum stands. The architect Sir John James Burnet was petitioned to put
forward ambitious long-term plans to extend the building on all three sides. Most of the houses in Montague Place
were knocked down a few years after the sale. Of this grand plan only the Edward VII galleries in the centre of the
North Front were ever constructed, these were built 1906-14 to the design by J.J. Burnet, and opened by King
George V and Queen Mary in 1914. They now house the Museum's collections of Prints and Drawings and Oriental
Antiquities. There was not enough money to put up more new buildings, and so the houses in the other streets are
nearly all still standing.

Proposed British Museum Extension, 1906

The Duveen Gallery, sited to the west of the Egyptian, Greek &
Assyrian sculpture galleries, was designed to house the Elgin Marbles
by the American Beaux-Arts architect John Russell Pope. Although
completed in 1938, it was hit by a bomb in 1940 and remained
semi-derelict for 22 years, before reopening in 1962. Other areas
damaged during World War II bombing included: in September 1940
two unexploded bombs hit the Edward VII galleries, the King's Library
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The British Museum, Great Court

received a direct hit from a high explosive bomb, incendiaries fell on the dome of
the Round Reading Room but did little damage; on the night of 10 to 11 May
1941 several incendiaries fell on the south west corner of the Museum,
destroying the book stack and 150,000 books in the courtyard and the galleries
around the top of the Great Staircase – this damage was not fully repaired until
the early 1960s.[42]

The Queen Elizabeth II Great Court is a covered square at the centre of the
British Museum designed by the engineers Buro Happold and the architects
Foster and Partners.[43] The Great Court opened in December 2000 and is the
largest covered square in Europe. The roof is a glass and steel construction, built
by an Austrian steelwork company,[44] with 1,656 uniquely shaped panes of
glass. At the centre of the Great Court is the Reading Room vacated by the
British Library, its functions now moved to St Pancras. The Reading Room is
open to any member of the public who wishes to read there.

Today, the British Museum has grown to become one of the largest museums in the world, covering an area of over
92,000 m2 (990,000 sq. ft).[4][45] In addition to 21,600 m2 (232,000 sq. ft)[46] of on-site storage space, and 9,400 m2

(101,000 sq. ft)[46] of external storage space. Altogether the British Museum showcases on public display less than
1%[46] of its entire collection, approximately 50,000 items.[47] There are nearly one hundred galleries open to the
public, representing 2 miles (3.2 km) of exhibition space, although the less popular ones have restricted opening
times. However, the lack of a large temporary exhibition space has led to the £100 million World Conservation and
Exhibition Centre to provide one and to concentrate all the Museum's conservation facilities into one Conservation
Centre. This project was announced in July 2007, with the architects Rogers Stirk Harbour and Partners. It was
granted planning permission in December 2009 and is expected for completion by 2013.[48]

Blythe House in West Kensington is used by the Museum for off-site storage of small and medium-sized artefacts,
and Franks House in East London is used for storage and work on the "Early Prehistory" - Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic - and some other collections.[49]
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Departments

Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan

Room 4 - Colossal red granite statue of Amenhotep III
(1350 BC)

The British Museum houses the world's largest[h] and most
comprehensive collection of Egyptian antiquities, over 100,000[50]

pieces, outside the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. A collection of
immense importance for its range and quality, it includes objects
of all periods from virtually every site of importance in Egypt and
the Sudan. Together they illustrate every aspect of the cultures of
the Nile Valley (including Nubia), from the Predynastic Neolithic
period (c. 10,000 BC) through to the Coptic (Christian) times
(12th century AD), a time-span over 11,000 years.

Egyptian antiquities have formed part of the British Museum
collection ever since its foundation in 1753 after receiving 160
Egyptian objects[51] from Sir Hans Sloane. After the defeat of the
French forces under Napoleon at the Battle of the Nile in 1801, the
Egyptian antiquities collected were confiscated by the British
army and presented to the British Museum in 1803. These works,
which included the famed Rosetta Stone, were the first important
group of large sculptures to be acquired by the Museum.
Thereafter, the UK appointed Henry Salt as consul in Egypt who
amassed a huge collection of antiquities. Most of the antiquities

Salt collected were purchased by the British Museum and the Musée du Louvre. By 1866 the collection consisted of
some 10,000 objects. Antiquities from excavations started to come to the Museum in the later 19th century as a result
of the work of the Egypt Exploration Fund under the efforts of E.A. Wallis Budge. The collection stood at 57,000
objects by 1924. Active support by the Museum for excavations in Egypt continued to result in useful acquisitions
throughout the 20th century until changes in antiquities laws in Egypt led to the suspension of policies allowing finds
to be exported. The size of the Egyptian collections now stands at over 110,000 objects.[52]

In autumn 2001 the eight million objects forming the Museum's permanent collection were further expanded by the
addition of six million objects from the Wendorf Collection of Egyptian and Sudanese Prehistory.[53] These were
donated by Professor Fred Wendorf of Southern Methodist University in Texas, and comprise the entire collection of
artefacts and environmental remains from his excavations between 1963 and 1997. They are in the care of the
Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan.
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Room 4 - Colossal bust of Ramesses II, the 'Younger Memnon' (1250 BC)

The seven permanent Egyptian
galleries at the British Museum, which
include its largest exhibition space
(Room 4, for monumental sculpture),
can display only 4% of its Egyptian
holdings. The second-floor galleries
have a selection of the Museum's
collection of 140 mummies and
coffins, the largest outside Cairo. A
high proportion of the collection comes
from tombs or contexts associated with
the cult of the dead, and it is these
pieces, in particular the mummies, that
remain among the most eagerly sought
after exhibits by visitors to the
Museum.

Key highlights of the collections include:
• The Rosetta Stone (196 BC)
• The Battlefield Palette, (circa ~3500 to 3000 BC).
•• Limestone statue of a husband and wife (1300 BC)
• Colossal bust of Ramesses II, the "Younger Memnon" (1250 BC)
• Colossal red granite statue of Amenhotep III (1350 BC)
• Colossal head from a statue of Amenhotep III (1350 BC)
•• Colossal limestone bust of Amenhotep III (1350 BC)
•• Saite Sarcophagus of Satsobek
• Mummy of 'Ginger' which dates to about 3300 BC
• List of the kings of Egypt from the Temple of Ramesses II (1250 BC)
• Limestone false door of Ptahshepses (2380 BC)
• Granite statue of Senwosret III (1850 BC)
• Mummy of Cleopatra from Thebes (100 AD)
• Amarna tablets (Collection of 95 out of 382 tablets found, second greatest in the world after the Vorderasiatisches

Museum [54], Berlin (203 tablets) (1350 BC)[55]

• Obelisk of Pharaoh Nectanebo II (360–343 BC)
•• Gayer-Anderson cat

Room 4 - The
Rosetta Stone, 196

BC, key to the
decipherment of

Egyptian
hieroglyphs.

Room 4 - Three black granite
statues of the pharaoh Sesotris

III, c.1850 BC

Room 4 -
Colossal
statue of

Amenhotep
III, c.1370 BC

Room 4 - Three black
granite statues of the

goddess Sakhmet,
c.1400 BC
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Great Court -
Colossal quartzite

statue of
Amenhotep III,

c.1350 BC

Room 4 Room 4

Department of Greece and Rome

Room 17 - Reconstruction of the Nereid Monument,
circa 390 BC

Room 18 - Parthenon marbles from the Acropolis of
Athens, 447 BC

The British Museum has one of the world's largest and most
comprehensive collections of antiquities from the Classical world,
with over 100,000 objects. These mostly range in date from the
beginning of the Greek Bronze Age (about 3200 BC) to the reign
of the Roman Emperor Constantine I in the 4th century AD.

The Cycladic, Minoan and Mycenaean cultures are represented,
and the Greek collection includes important sculpture from the
Parthenon in Athens, as well as elements of two of the Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus
and the Temple of Artemis at Ephesos.

The Department also houses one of the widest-ranging collections
of Italic and Etruscan antiquities and extensive groups of material
from Cyprus. The collections of ancient jewellery and bronzes,
Greek vases and Roman glass and silver are particularly important.

Key highlights of the collections include:

Athenian Akropolis
The Parthenon Gallery (Elgin Marbles)

Erechtheion

• One of six remaining Caryatids
•• Surviving Column

Athena Nike

• Surviving Frieze Slabs
Bassae Sculptures

•• Twenty three surviving blocks of the frieze from the interior of the temple are exhibited on an upper level.
Mausoleum at Halicarnassus

One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

• Two colossal free-standing figures identified as Maussollos and his wife Artemisia.
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Room 21 - Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, mid- 4th
century BC, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient

World

• Part of an impressive horse from the chariot group adorning
the summit of the Mausoleum

• The Amazonomachy frieze - A long section of relief frieze
showing the battle between Greeks and Amazons

Temple of Artemis at Ephesos
One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

Asia Minor
Nereid Monument

• Partial reconstruction of the Monument, a large and elaborate Lykian tomb from the site of Xanthos in
south-west Turkey

•• Payava Tomb from Xanthos in south west Turkey
Wider Museum Collection

• Material from the Palace of Knossos
•• Portland Vase
• The Warren Cup
• Discus-thrower (Discobolos)[56]

•• Towneley Sculptures

Room 18 - Parthenon statuary
from the east pediment and

Metopes from the south wall

Room 19 - Caryatid and
Corinthian column from the
Erechtheion, Acropolis of

Athens, 421 BC

Room 20 -
Tomb of

Payava, Lycia,
360 BC

Room 22 -
Column from
the Temple of

Artemis in
Ephesus, one of

the Seven
Wonders of the
Ancient World,

early 4th
century, BC
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Room 22 -
Apollo

kitharoidos
(holding a

lyre),
Roman,

circa 2nd
century AD

The famous
version of the

'Crouching
Venus',

Roman, circa
1st century

AD

Room 22 - Roman
marble copy of the
famous 'Spinario

(Boy with Thorn)',
circa 1st century

AD

Room 84 - Towneley Roman
Sculptures

Department of the Middle East

Room 9 - Nineveh Palace Reliefs

Formerly the Department of the Ancient
Near East, with a collection numbering
some 330,000 works,[57] the British
Museum possesses by far the world's largest
and most important collection of
Mesopotamian antiquities outside Iraq. A
collection of immense importance, the
holdings of Assyrian, Babylonian and
Sumerian antiquities are among the most
comprehensive in the world with entire
suites of rooms panelled in alabaster
bas-reliefs from highly important sites
between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris and
include the biblical cities of Nimrud,
Nineveh and Khorsabad.

The collections represent the civilisations of
the ancient Near East and its adjacent areas. These include Mesopotamia, Persia, the Arabian Peninsula, Anatolia,
the Caucasus, parts of Central Asia, Syria, Palestine and Phoenician settlements in the western Mediterranean from
the prehistoric period until the beginning of Islam in the 7th century. The collection includes six iconic winged
human-headed statues from Nimrud and Khorsabad. Stone bas-reliefs, including the famous Royal Lion Hunt relief's
(Room 10), that were found in the palaces of the Assyrian kings at Nimrud and Nineveh. The Royal Library of
Ashurbanipal at Nineveh and Sumerian treasures found in Royal Cemetery's at Ur of the Chaldees.

The earliest Mesopotamian objects to enter the collection were purchased by the British Museum in 1772 from Sir
William Hamilton. The Museum also acquired at this early date a number of sculptures from Persepolis. The next
significant addition (in 1825) was from the collection of Claudius James Rich. The collection was dramatically
enlarged by the excavations of A. H. Layard at the Assyrian sites of Nimrud and Nineveh between 1845 and 1851.
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Room 6 - Pair of Human Headed Winged Lions and Reliefs
from Nimrud with The Gates of Balawat

At Nimrud, Layard discovered the North-West Palace of
Ashurnasirpal II, as well as three other palaces and various
temples. He also opened in the Palace of Sennacherib at
Nineveh with 'no less than seventy-one halls'. As a result a
large numbers of Lamassu's, bas-reliefs, stelae, including the
Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III were brought to the British
Museum. Layard's work was continued by his assistant,
Hormuzd Rassam and in 1852–1854 he went on to discover
the North Palace of Ashurbanipal at Nineveh with many
magnificent reliefs, including the famous Royal Lion Hunt
scenes. He also discovered the Royal Library of Ashurbanipal,
a large collection of cuneiform tablets of enormous
importance. W. K. Loftus excavated in Nimrud between 1850
and 1855 and found a remarkable hoard of ivories in the Burnt
Palace. Between 1878 and 1882 Rassam greatly improved the
Museum's holdings with exquisite objects including the Cyrus
Cylinder from Babylon, the bronze gates from Balawat, and a
fine collection of Urartian bronzes. Rassam collected
thousands of cuneiform tablets, today with the acquisition of
further tablets in the 20th century, the collection now numbers
around 130,000 pieces. In the 20th century excavations were

carried out at Carchemish, Turkey, between 1911 and 1914 and in 1920 by D. G. Hogarth and Leonard Woolley, the
latter assisted by T. E. Lawrence. The Mesopotamian collections were greatly augmented by excavations in southern
Iraq after the First World War. From Tell al-Ubaid in 1919 and 1923–1924, directed by H. R. Hall came the bronze
furnishings of a Sumerian temple, including life-sized lions and a panel featuring the lion-headed eagle Indugud.
Woolley went onto to excavate Ur between 1922 and 1934, discovering the 'Royal Cemeteries' of the 3rd millennium
BC. Some of the masterpieces include the 'Standard of Ur', the 'Ram in a Thicket', the 'Royal Game of Ur', and two
bull-headed lyres.

Although the collections centre on Mesopotamia most of the surrounding areas are well represented. The
Achaemenid collection was enhanced with the addition of the Oxus Treasure in 1897, by acquisition from the
German scholar Ernst Herzfeld, and then by the work of Sir Aurel Stein. From Palmyra there is a large collection of
nearly forty funerary busts, acquired in the 19th century. A group of stone reliefs from the excavations of Max von
Oppenheim at Tell Halaf, purchased in 1920. More excavated material from the excavations of Max Mallowan at
Chagar Bazar and Tell Brak in 1935–1938, and from Woolley at Alalakh in the years just before and after the
Second World War. The collection of Palestinian material was strengthened with the acquisition in 1980 of around
17,000 objects found at Lachish by the Wellcome-Marston expedition of 1932–1938.
A representative selection, including the most important pieces, are on display in 13 galleries and total some 4500
objects. The remainder form the study collection which ranges in size from beads to large sculptures. They include
approximately 130,000 cuneiform tablets from Mesopotamia.[58]

The museum's collection of Islamic art, including archaeological material, numbers about 40,000 objects,[59] one of
the largest of its kind in the world. As such, it contains a broad range of Islamic pottery, paintings, tiles, metalwork,
glass, seals, and inscriptions.
Key highlights of the collections include: Nimrud:
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Alabaster bas-reliefs from:

• The North-West Palace of Ashurnasirpal II
• Central- Palace of Tiglath-Pileser III
• South-West Palace of Esarhaddon
• Palace of Adad-Nirari III
•• South-East Palace ('Burnt Palace')
• The Nabu Temple (Ezida)
•• The Sharrat-Niphi Temple
• Temple of Ninurta

Sculptures:

• Pair of Human Headed 'Lamassu' Lions (883-859 BC)
• Human Headed 'Lamassu' Bull (883-859 BC), sister piece in The Metropolitan Museum of Art
• Human Headed 'Lamassu' Lion (883-859 BC), sister piece in The Metropolitan Museum of Art
•• Colossal Statue of a Lion (883-859 BC)
• Rare Head of Human Headed 'Lamassu', recovered from the South-West Palace of Esarhaddon
• The Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III (858-824 BC)

Nineveh

Alabaster bas-reliefs from:

• North-Palace of Ashurbanipal
•• Royal Lion Hunt Scenes
•• The 'Dying Lion', long been acclaimed as a

masterpiece
•• The 'Garden Party' Relief
• South-West Palace of Sennacherib

Royal Library of Ashurbanipal:

• A large collection of cuneiform tablets of enormous importance approximately 22,000
inscribed clay tablets

• The Flood Tablet, relating part of the famous Epic of Gilgamesh

Khorsabad

• Alabaster bas-reliefs from the Palace of Sargon
II

• Pair of Human Headed Winged 'Lamassu' Bulls

Wider Collection

• Cyrus Cylinder, from Babylon
• The Balawat Gates of Shalmaneser III
• A fine collection of Urartian bronzes, which now form the core of the Anatolian

collection
• The Oxus Treasure
• The Standard of Ur
• The 'Ram in a Thicket'
•• The Royal Game of Ur
•• Queen's Lyre

Room 10 - Human Headed
Winged Bulls from Khorsabad,
companion pieces in the Musée

du Louvre

Room 52 - The Cyrus Cylinder;
is regarded by many as the

world’s first documented charter
of human rights

Room 52 - A chariot from
the Oxus Treasure, most

important surviving
collection of Achaemenid
Persian metalwork, circa

5th to 4th century BC

Room 56 - The
famous 'Ram in a
Thicket' figure,
from Ur, circa

2600 BC
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Room 56 -
The

famous
Babylonian
'Queen of
the Night
relief' of

the
goddess
Ishtar,

circa 1790
BC

Room 56 - The famous 'Standard
of Ur' figure, from Ur, circa 2600

BC

Room 55 -
Cuneiform
Collection,

including the Epic
of Gilgamesh

Room 6 - Depiction of
the hypocrite, Jehu,
King of Israel on the

Black Obelisk of
Shalmaneser III,

Nimrud, circa 827 BC

Department of Prints and Drawings

The Department of Prints and Drawings holds the national collection of Western Prints and Drawings. It ranks as one
of the largest and best print room collections in existence alongside the Albertina in Vienna, the Paris collections and
the Hermitage. The holdings are easily accessible to the general public in the Study Room, unlike many such
collections.[60] The Department also has its own exhibition gallery in Room 90, where the displays and exhibitions
change several times a year.[61]

Since its foundation in 1808 the Prints and Drawings collection has grown to international renown as one of the
richest and most representative collections in the world. There are approximately 50,000 drawings and over two
million prints.[62] The collection of drawings covers the period from the 14th century to the present, and includes
many works of the highest quality by the leading artists of the European schools. The collection of prints covers the
tradition of fine printmaking from its beginnings in the 15th century up to the present, with near complete holdings
of most of the great names before the 19th century.
There are groups of drawings by Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Michelangelo, (including his only surviving full-scale
cartoon), Dürer (a collection of 138 drawings is one of the finest in existence), Peter Paul Rubens, Rembrandt,
Claude and Watteau, and largely complete collections of the works of all the great printmakers including Dürer (99
engravings, 6 etchings and most of his 346 woodcuts), Rembrandt and Goya. More than 30,000 British drawings and
watercolours include important examples of work by Hogarth, Sandby, Turner, Girtin, Constable, Cotman, Cox,
Gillray, Rowlandson and Cruikshank, as well as all the great Victorians. There are about a million British prints
including more than 20,000 satires and outstanding collections of works by William Blake and Thomas Bewick.. The
great eleven volume Catalogue of Political and Personal Satires Preserved in the Department of Prints and Drawings
in the British Museum compiled between 1870 and 1954 is the definitive reference work for the study of British
Satirical prints. Over 500,000 objects from the department are now on the online collection database, many with high
quality images.[63] A 2011 donation of £1 million enabled the museum to acquire a complete set of Pablo Picasso's
Vollard Suite.[64]
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Leonardo da
Vinci -

Profile of a
warrior in
helmet (c.

1472)

Michelangelo - Studies
of a reclining male
nude: Adam in the

fresco 'The Creation of
Man' on the vault of the

Sistine Chapel (c.
1511)

Raphael -
Study of a

Sibyl
(recto) (c.
1512-12)

Titian - Drowning of the
Pharaoh's Host in the Red Sea

(1515-17)

Rembrandt - The Lamentation at
the Foot of the Cross (1634-35)

Rubens - Sir
Théodore de

Mayerne, a portrait
drawing (c. 1630)

Department of Prehistory and Europe

The Department of Prehistory and Europe is responsible for collections that cover a vast expanse of time and
geography. It includes the some of the earliest objects made by humans 2 million years ago; the art and archaeology
of Europe from the earliest times to the present day, including the history of Britain under Roman occupation. It also
includes the national collection of horology. In particular, the British Museum’s collections covering the period AD
300 to 1100 are among the largest and most comprehensive in the world, extending from Spain to the Black Sea and
from North Africa to Scandinavia.
Key highlights of the collections include:
• The Sutton Hoo treasure
• The Lewis chessmen
• The Ringlemere Cup
•• Vindolanda Tablets
•• Lycurgus Cup
•• Royal Gold Cup
•• Holy Thorn Reliquary
•• Franks Casket
The many hoards of treasure include the Mildenhall Treasure, Water Newton Treasure, Hoxne Hoard, and Vale of
York Hoard.
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Room 2 -
Handaxe,

Lower
Palaeolithic,

Olduvai
Gorge, circa
1.2 million

years

Room 3 - Swimming Reindeer
carving, France, Ice-Age

13,000 years (both one of the
world's oldest works of art, as
well as the oldest work of art

in the British Museum's
collection)[65]

Room 2 - Ain
Sakhri lovers,
from the cave
of Ain Sakhri,

near
Bethlehem,

11,000 years
old (oldest

known
representation
of two people

engaged in
sexual

intercourse)[66]

Room 51 - Mold gold cape,
North Wales, Bronze Age, c.

1900–1600 BC (one of the finest
examples of prehistoric

sheet-gold working)

Room 49 - Hinton St Mary
Mosaic, Roman Britain, circa 4th

century (one of the earliest
representations of Christ and the
only such portrait on a mosaic

floor from anywhere in the
Roman Empire)

Room 2 - Sutton
Hoo helmet,

Angle-Saxon, early
7th century AD

Room 40 - Royal
Gold Cup or Saint

Agnes Cup, c.
AD 1370-80

(generally agreed
to be the

outstanding
surviving

example of late
medieval French

plate)

Room 45 -
Holy
Thorn

Reliquary,
Paris, c.

AD 1390s

Department of Asia

The scope of the Department of Asia is extremely broad, its collections of over 75,000 objects covers the material
culture of the whole Asian continent (from East, South, Central and South-East Asia) and from the Neolithic up to
the present day.[67][68][69]

Key highlights of the collections include:[70]

• The most comprehensive collection of sculpture from the Indian subcontinent in the world, including the
celebrated Buddhist limestone reliefs from Amaravati[71]

•• An outstanding collection of Chinese antiquities, paintings, and porcelain, lacquer, bronze, jade, and other applied
arts

• A fine collection of Buddhist paintings from Dunhuang and the Admonitions Scroll by Chinese artist Gu Kaizhi
(344–406 AD)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Handaxe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lower_Palaeolithic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lower_Palaeolithic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olduvai_Gorge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olduvai_Gorge
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ain_Sakhri_lovers
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ain_Sakhri_lovers
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ain_Sakhri
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bethlehem
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ALovers_9000BC_british_museum.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mold_cape
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABritish_Museum_gold_thing_501594_fh000035.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hinton_St_Mary_Mosaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hinton_St_Mary_Mosaic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AMosaic2_-_plw.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sutton_Hoo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sutton_Hoo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASutton_hoo_helmet_room_1_no_flashbrightness_ajusted.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Gold_Cup
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Gold_Cup
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Agnes_Cup
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Agnes_Cup
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABritish_Museum_Royal_Gold_Cup.jpg
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AFront_View_of_Thorn_Reliquary.jpg
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Admonitions_Scroll
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gu_Kaizhi
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• The most comprehensive collection of Japanese pre-20th century art in the Western world

Amravati Sculptures, 1st
century BC and 3rd century

AD

Section of the Admonitions
Scroll by Chinese artist Gu

Kaizhi, c. 380 AD

Further section of the
Admonitions Scroll by

Chinese artist Gu Kaizhi,
c. 380 AD

Portrait of
Ibrâhîm 'Âdil

Shâh II
(1580–1626),

Mughal
Empire of

India, 1615
AD

A Hamsa sacred swan vessel
made of crystal, from Gandhara,

1st century AD

Department of Africa, Oceania and the Americas

The British Museum houses one of the world's most comprehensive collections of Ethnographic material from
Africa, Oceania and the Americas, representing the cultures of indigenous peoples throughout the world. Over
350,000 objects[72] spanning two million years tells the story of the history of man, from three major continents and
many rich and diverse cultures.
The Sainsbury African Galleries display 600 objects from the greatest permanent collection of African arts and
culture in the world. The three permanent galleries provide a substantial exhibition space for the Museum's African
collection comprising over 200,000 objects. A curatorial scope that encompasses both archaeological and
contemporary material, including both unique masterpieces of artistry and objects of everyday life.
Highlights of the African collection include the Benin Bronzes, a magnificent brass head of a Yoruba ruler from Ife,
Nigeria; Asante goldwork from Ghana and the Torday collection of Central African sculpture, textiles and weaponry.
The Americas collection mainly consists of 19th and 20th century items although the Inca, Aztec, Maya and other
early cultures are well represented; collecting of modern artefacts is ongoing.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Japanese_art
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Amaravati%2C_Andhra_Pradesh
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABrMus_Amravati.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Admonitions_Scroll
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Admonitions_Scroll
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gu_Kaizhi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gu_Kaizhi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AKu_K%27ai-chih_001.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AKu_K%27ai-chih_002.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mughal_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mughal_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AIndischer_Maler_um_1615_%28I%29_001.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Crystal
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gandhara
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ACrystalGoose.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ethnographic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oceania
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Americas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Indigenous_peoples
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benin_Bronzes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Inca
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aztec
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Maya_civilization
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Room 24 - The Wellcome Trust Gallery with Hoa Hakananai'a in the
centre

Otobo masquerade

Department of Coins and Medals

The British Museum is home to one of the world's finest numismatic collections, comprising about a million objects.
The collection spans the entire history of coinage from its origins in the 7th century BC to the present day. There are
approximately 9,000 coins, medals and banknotes on display around the British Museum. More than half of these
can be found in the HSBC Money Gallery (Gallery 68), while the remainder form part of the permanent displays
throughout the Museum. Items from the full collection can be seen by the general public in the Study Room by
appointment.[73]

Department of Conservation and Scientific Research

This department was founded in 1920. Conservation has six specialist areas: ceramics & glass; metals; organic
material (including textiles); stone, wall paintings and mosaics; Eastern pictorial art and Western pictorial art. The
science department[74] has and continues to develop techniques to date artefacts, analyse and identify the materials
used in their manufacture, to identify the place an artefact originated and the techniques used in their creation. The
department also publishes its findings and discoveries.

Libraries and Archives

This department covers all levels of education, from casual visitors, schools, degree level and beyond. The Museum's
various libraries hold in excess of 350,000 books, journals and pamphlets covering all areas of the museum's
collection. Also the general Museum archives which date from its foundation in 1753 are overseen by this
department; the individual departments have their own separate archives and libraries covering their various areas of
responsibility, which can be consulted by the public on application. The Anthropology Library is especially large,
with 120,000 volumes[75] However, the Paul Hamlyn Library, which had become the central reference library of the
British Museum and the only library there freely open to the general public, closed permanently in August 2011.[76]

The website and online database of the collection also provide increasing amounts of information.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wellcome_Trust
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hoa_Hakananai%27a
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWellcome_Trust_Gallery_%2B_Living_&_Dying_%28Room_24%29.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AOtobo_masquerade.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Numismatics
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British Museum Press
British Museum Press (BMP) is the publishing business of British Museum Company (BMCo), a registered charity
established in 1973 to encompass all commercial activity undertaken.[77]

Controversy

A few of the Elgin Marbles (also known as the
Parthenon Marbles) from the East Pediment of

the Parthenon.

It is a point of controversy whether museums should be allowed to
possess artefacts taken from other countries, and the British Museum is
a notable target for criticism. The Elgin Marbles, Benin Bronzes and
the Rosetta Stone are among the most disputed objects in its
collections, and organisations have been formed demanding the return
of these artefacts to their native countries of Greece, Nigeria and Egypt
respectively.

The British Museum has refused to return these artefacts, stating that
the "restitutionist premise, that whatever was made in a country must
return to an original geographical site, would empty both the British
Museum and the other great museums of the world".[78] The Museum has also argued that the British Museum Act
of 1963 legally prevents any object from leaving its collection once it has entered it. Nevertheless, it has returned
items such as the Tasmanian Ashes after a 20 year long battle with Australia.[79]

The British Museum continues to assert that it is an appropriate custodian and has an inalienable right to its disputed
artefacts under British law.

Disputed items in the collection

• Elgin Marbles - claimed by Greece and backed by UNESCO among others for restitution[80]

• Benin Bronzes - claimed by Nigeria, 30 pieces sold already by The British Museum privately in the 1960s[81]

• Ethiopian Tabots - claimed by Ethiopia[82]

• 4 stolen drawings (Nazi plunder) - Compensation paid to Uri Peled in the amount of £175,000 by the British
Museum[83]

• Achaemenid empire gold and silver artefacts from the Oxus Treasure - claimed by Tajikistan[84]

• Aboriginal human remains - returned to Tasmania by the British Museum[79]

• Rosetta Stone - claimed by Egypt[85]

• Some 24,000+ scrolls, manuscripts, paintings, scriptures, and relics from the Mogao Caves, including the
Diamond Sutra - claimed by the People's Republic of China[86]

Galleries
Building
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Uri_Peled
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Main Staircase,
Discobolus of

Myron (the
Discus-Thrower)

British Museum Reading Room Ceiling of the
Great Court

and the black
siltstone

obelisks of
Nectanebo II,

c. 350 BC

Detail of a Ionic
capital of a

pilaster in the
Great Court

African Garden - created by BBC
TV programme Ground Force

Museum Galleries

Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan

Room 4 - Egyptian Sculpture, view towards the Assyrian Transept Room 61 - The famous false fresco 'Pond in a Garden'
from the Tomb of Nebamun, c. 1350 BC

Department of the Middle East

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Discobolus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Discobolus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABM%2C_Main_Floor_Main_Entrance_Hall_%7E_South_Stairs.6.JPG
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AFlickr_-_Nic%27s_events_-_British_Museum_with_Cory_and_Mary%2C_6_Sep_2007_-_183.jpg
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABM%2C_AES_Egyptian_Sculpture_%28Room_4%29%2C_View_South_%2B_Towards_Assyrian_Sculpture_Gallery_%28Room_6%29.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tomb_of_Nebamun
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ATombofNebamun-2.jpg
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The British Museum, Room 6 -
Assyrian Sculpture

Room 8 - Pair of Lamassu from
Nimrud & reliefs from the palace

of Tiglath-Pileser III

Room 7 - Reliefs from the
North-west palace of

Ashurnasirpal II, Nimrud

Room 89 - Nimrud & Nineveh
Palace Reliefs

Room 10 - Nineveh,
The Royal Lion Hunt

Room 55 - The Dying Lion,
Nineveh, Neo-Assyrian, c. 645

BC (long considered a
masterpiece of Assyrian art)

Carved ivory
object from
the Nimrud

Ivories,
Phoenician,

Nimrud,
9th-8th

century BC
(the Nimrud
Ivories are

widely
considered to
be one of the
Ancient Near
East's greatest
discoveries)

Department of Greece and Rome

Room 18 - Ancient Greece Room 20a - Tomb of Merehi &
Greek Vases, Lycia, 360 BC

Room 85 - Portrait Sculpture,
Roman

Room 83 - Roman Sculpture

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABM%3B_RM6_-_ANE%2C_Assyrian_Sculpture_32_-East_%28N%29%2C_Centre_Island_%2B_North_Wall-_%7E_Assyrian_Empire_%2B_-Lamassu%2C_Stela%27s%2C_Statue%27s%2C_Obelisk%27s%2C_Relief_Panel%27s%29_&_Full_Projection.1.JPG
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABM%3B_ANE_-_Nineveh%2C_The_Royal_Lion_Hunt_%28Room_10%29.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ADying_Lion.R.jpg
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Main Staircase - Discobolus,
Roman

Main Staircase - Townley
Caryatid, Roman, 140-160

AD

Room 22 - Marble statue of
Demeter, Sanctuary of

Demeter, Knidos, 350-330
BC

Department of Prints and Drawings

Leonardo da Vinci - The Virgin and Child
with Saint Anne and the Infant Saint John the
Baptist ('The Burlington House Cartoon') (c.

1499–1500)

Room 90 - Michelangelo's Epifania - his
only surviving large scale cartoon

(1550–53)

Raphael - Study of Heads, Mother and
Child (c. 1509/11)

Department of Prehistory and Europe
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Room 38-39 - Mechanical Galleon, Augsburg, around AD 1585

Exhibitions

Forgotten Empire Exhibition (October 2005 - January 2006)

Room 5 - Exhibitions Panorama Room 5 - The Persepolis Casts Room 5 - Exhibitions Relics Room 5 - The
Cyrus Cylinder

Floor directory

Upper floor

Level 5 Level 4 Level 3 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mechanical_Galleon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AShip_Clock_at_British_Museum.jpg
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Rooms 92-94

Japan
Room 90 Prints and Drawings
Room 91 EXHIBITION: Ancient Egyptian Book of
the Dead.

 4 November 2010- 6 March 2011[87]

Room 38-9 Clocks and Watches
Room 40 Medieval Europe
Room 41 Europe AD 300-1100
Room 45 The Waddesdon Bequest
Room 46 Europe 1400–1800
Room 47 Europe 1800–1900
Room 48 Europe 1900 to the present
Room 49 Roman Britain
Room 50 Britain and Europe 800 BC-AD 43
Room 51 Ancient Europe 4000-800 BC
Room 52 Ancient Iran
Room 53 Ancient South Arabia
Room 54 Ancient Turkey
Room 55 Mesopotamia 1500-539 BC
Room 56 Mesopotamia 6000 - 1500 BC
Room 57-9 Ancient Levant
Room 68 Money
Room 69 Greek and Roman life
Room 69a EXHIBITION: Ruin and rebellion: uncovering the past at
Tutbury Castle

 9 July 2009 – 21 March 2010[88]

Room 70 Roman Empire
Room 71 Etruscan world
Room 72 Ancient Cyprus
Room 73 Greeks in Italy

Ground floor

Level 2 Level 1 Level 0 

Room 67 Korea
Room 95 Chinese
ceramics

Room 33 China, India, South Asia and Southeast
Asia
Room 33a Amaravati

Room 1 Enlightenment
Room 2 The Changing Museum
Room 3 EXHIBITION: The Asahi Shimbun Displays: Objects in
focus
Room 4 Egyptian sculpture
Room 6 Assyrian sculpture and Balawat Gates
Rooms 7-8 Assyria: Nimrud
Room 9 Assyria: Nineveh
Room 10 Assyria: Lion hunts
Room 11 Cycladic Islands
Room 12 Greece: Minoans and Mycenaeans
Room 13 Greece 1050-520 BC
Room 14 Greek vases
Room 15 Athens and Lycia
Room 16 Greece: Bassae Sculptures
Room 17 Nereid Monument
Room 18 Greece: Parthenon
Room 19 Greece: Athens
Room 20 Greeks and Lycians 400-325 BC
Room 21 Mausoleum of Kalikarnassos
Room 22 The world of Alexander
Room 23 Greek and Roman sculpture
Room 24 Living and Dying
Stairs down to Room 25 Africa
Room 26 North America
Room 27 Mexico
Room 33b Chinese jade

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Imbox_speedy_deletion.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Imbox_speedy_deletion.png
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wheelchair_symbol.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wheelchair_symbol.svg


British Museum 125

Lower floor

Level -1 Level -2

  Room 25 and Clore Education Centre only

Ford Centre for Young Visitors Clore Education Centre
Room 25 Africa
Room 77 Greek and Roman architecture
Room 78 Classical Inscriptions
Room 82 Early Ephesus
Room 83-4 Roman sculpture
Room 85 Roman portraits

Notes
a.   Sculptures and applied art are in the Victoria and Albert Museum, the British Museum houses earlier art,
non-Western art, prints and drawings, and art of a later date is at Tate Modern. The National Gallery, holds the
National Collection of Western European Art, with Tate Britain deposited with British Art from 1500.
b.   By the Act of Parliament it received a name - the British Museum. The origin of the name is not known; the
word 'British' had some resonance nationally at this period, so soon after the Jacobite rebellion of 1745; it must be
assumed that the Museum was christened in this light.[89]

c.   The estimated footage of the various libraries as reported to the Trustees has been summarised by Harris (1998),
3,6: Sloane 4,600, Harley 1,700, Cotton 384, Edwards 576, The Royal Library 1,890.
d.   This was perhaps rather unfortunate as the title to the house was complicated by the fact that part of the building
had been erected on leasehold property (the Crown lease of which ran out in 1771); perhaps that is why George III
paid such a modest price (nominally £28,000) for what was to become Buckingham Palace. See Colvin et al. (1976),
134.
e.   Understanding of the foundation of the National Gallery is complicated by the fact that there is no documented
history of the institution. At first the National Gallery functioned effectively as part of the British Museum, to which
the Trustees transferred most of their most important pictures (ex. portraits). Full control was handed over to the
National Gallery in 1868, after the Act of Parliament of 1856 established the Gallery as an independent body.
f.   Ashmole, the Keeper of the Greek and Roman Antiquities appreciated the original top-lighting of these galleries
and removed the Victorian colour scheme, commenting:

The old Elgin Gallery was painted a deep terracotta red, which, though in some ways satisfactory,
diminished its apparent size, and was apt to produce a depressing effect on the visitor. It was decided to
experiment with lighter colours, and the walls of the large room were painted with what was, at its first
application, a pure cold white, but which after a year's exposure had unfortunately yellowed. The small
Elgin Room was painted with pure white tinted with prussian blue, and the Room of the metopes was
painted with pure white tinted with cobalt blue and black; it was necessary, for practical reasons, to
colour all the dadoes a darker colour[90]

g.   Ashmole had never liked the Duveen Gallery:
It is, I suppose, not positively bad, but it could have been infinitely better. It is pretentious, in that it uses 
the ancient Marbles to decorate itself. This is a long outmoded idea, and the exact opposite of what a 
sculpture gallery should do. And, although it incorporates them, it is out of scale, and tends to dwarf 
them with its bogus Doric features, including those columns, supporting almost nothing which would 
have made an ancient Greek artist architect wince. The source of daylight is too high above the 
sculptures, a fault that is only concealed by the amount of reflection from the pinkish marble walls. 
These are too similar in colour to the marbles...These half-dozen elementary errors were pointed out by
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everyone in the Museum, and by many scholars outside, when the building was projected.[91]

It was not until the 1980s that the installation, of a lighting scheme removed his greatest criticism of the building.
h.   The Cairo Museum has 200,000 artefacts, with leading collections reposited at the Musée du Louvre (60,000),
Petrie Museum (80,000), The Metropolitan Museum of art (26,000), University of Pennsylvania (42,000),
Ashmolean Museum (40,000), Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (40,000), Museo Egizio, Turin (32,500 objects).
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Bryn Celli Ddu

Bryn Celli Ddu, entrance from the north-east

Bryn Celli Ddu is a prehistoric site on the Welsh
island of Anglesey located near Llanddaniel Fab. Its
name means 'the mound in the dark grove'. It was
plundered in 1699 and archaeologically excavated
between 1928 and 1929.

During the Neolithic period a stone circle and henge
stood at the site. An area of burnt material containing a
small human bone from the ear, covered with a flat
stone, was recovered.

The stones were removed in the early Bronze Age
when an archetypal passage grave was built over the
top of the centre of the henge. A carved stone with a
twisting, serpentine design stood in the burial chamber. It has since been moved to the National Museum of Wales
and replaced with a replica standing outside. An earth barrow covering the grave is a twentieth century restoration;
the original was probably much bigger.

Norman Lockyer, who in 1906 published the first systematic study of megalithic astronomy, had argued that Bryn
Celli Ddu marked the summer solstice. This was ridiculed at the time, but research by Christopher
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Bryn Celli Ddu - interior view

Knight and Robert Lomas in 1997- 98 showed this to
be true.[1] Knight and Lomas also claimed year round
alignments allowed the site to be used as an agricultural
calendar. Steve Burrow, curator of Neolithic
archaeology at Amgueddfa Cymru (National Museum
of Wales), has more recently supported the case for
summer solstice alignment. This alignment links Bryn
Celli Ddu to a handful of other sites, including Maes
Howe and Newgrange, both of which point to the
midwinter solstice. It has also been suggested that a
feature similar to the 'lightbox' at Newgrange may be
matched at Bryn Celli Ddu (Pitts, 2006).

A row of five postholes previously thought to have been contemporary with the tomb (c. 3000 BC) have recently
been proven to be much earlier. Early results from a radiocarbon programme date pine charcoal from two of the pits
to the Mesolithic (Pitts, 2006).

Gallery

North-east side, entrance South-west side, decorated
stone

South-west side, decorated
stone

South-west side,
decorated stone

Internal view
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Caerleon
The city of Chester was also historically called Caerleon. For the champion racehorse, see Caerleon II

Caerleon
Welsh: Caerllion

A view of Caerleon from St Julians, Newport.

Caerleon

  Caerleon shown within Newport

Population 8,708 (2001 census)

OS grid reference ST336909

Principal area Newport

Ceremonial county Gwent

Country Wales

Sovereign state United Kingdom

Post town NEWPORT

Postcode district NP18
Dialling code 01633

Police Gwent

Fire South Wales

Ambulance Welsh

EU Parliament Wales

UK Parliament Newport West

Caerleon (   /kərˈliːən/; Welsh: Caerllion) is a suburban village and community, situated on the River Usk [1] in
the northern outskirts of the city of Newport, South Wales. Caerleon is a site of archaeological importance, being the
site of a notable Roman legionary fortress, Isca Augusta, and an Iron Age hill fort. The Wales National Roman
Legion Museum and Roman Baths Museum are in Caerleon close to the remains of Isca Augusta. The town also has
strong literary associations, as Geoffrey of Monmouth makes Caerleon one of the most important cities in Britain in
his Historia Regum Britanniæ, and Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote Idylls of the King while staying there.
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History

Roman fortress

Remains of the Roman amphitheatre

A map of all Roman fortresses in Europe with
Caerleon noted

Caerleon is a site of considerable archaeological importance as the
location of a Roman legionary fortress or castra (it was the
headquarters for Legio II Augusta from about 75 to 300 AD) and an
Iron Age hill fort. The name Caerleon is derived from the Welsh for
"fortress of the legion": the Romans themselves called it Isca after the
river Usk (Welsh Wysg). Substantial excavated Roman remains can be
seen, including the military amphitheatre, thermae (baths) and barracks
occupied by the Roman Legion. In August 2011 the remains of a
Roman harbour were discovered in Caerleon.[2]

According to Gildas, followed by Bede, Roman Caerleon was the site
of two early Christian martyrdoms, those of Julius and Aaron. Recent
finds suggest Roman occupation of some kind as late as AD 380.[3]

Roman remains have also been discovered at The Mynde, itself a
distinctive historical site.[4]

Middle Ages

During the Middle Ages, after the Romans had left Britain, Caerleon or
nearby Venta Silurum (now Caerwent) was the administrative centre of
the Kingdom of Gwent. The parish church of St Cadoc was founded on
the site of the legionary headquarters building probably sometime in
the 6th century. A Norman-style motte and bailey castle was built
outside the eastern corner of the old Roman fort, probably by the

Welsh Lord of Caerleon, Caradog ap Gruffydd. It was held in 1086 by Turstin FitzRolf, standard bearer to William
the Conqueror at Hastings. From the apparent banishment of Turstin by William II, it was held from 1088 by
Wynebald de Ballon, brother of Hamelin de Ballon who held Abergavenny further up the Usk. Battles raged between
the Welsh and Normans and in 1171 Iorwerth ab Owain and his two sons destroyed the town of Caerleon and burned
the Castle. Caerleon was an important market and port and presumably became a borough by 1171, although no
independent charters exist. Both castle and borough were seized by William Marshal in 1217 and Caerleon castle
was rebuilt in stone. The remains of many of the old Roman buildings stood to some height until this time and were
probably demolished for their building materials.
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The Welsh Revolt

Round Tower, at The Hanbury Arms, Caerleon,
2010

During the Welsh Revolt in 1402 Rhys Gethin, General for Owain
Glyndŵr, took Caerleon Castle together with those of Newport,
Cardiff, Llandaff, Abergavenny, Caerphilly and Usk by force.[5] This
was probably the last time Caerleon castle was ruined, though the walls
were still standing in 1537 and the castle ruins only finally collapsed in
1739 - their most obvious remnant is the Round Tower at the Hanbury
Arms public house.

English Civil War

Across the Afon Llwyd from Caerleon, in the region of Penrhos Farm,
are two English Civil War forts. In 1648 Oliver Cromwell's troops
camped overnight on Christchurch Hill, overlooking Newport, before
their attack on Newport Castle the next day.

Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century

Caerleon in 1800, from the south and showing the
bridge

The old wooden Caerleon Bridge was destroyed in a storm in 1779 and
the present stone version was erected in the early 19th century. Until
the Victorian development of the downstream docks at Newport
Docks, Caerleon acted as the major port on the River Usk. The wharf
was located on the right bank, to the west of today's river bridge which
marked the limit of navigability for masted ships. A tinplate works was
established on the outskirts of the town around this time and Caerleon
expanded to become almost joined to Newport.

A plaque on the Mynde wall in High Street references the Newport
Rising of 1839 in which John Frost of Newport was a prominent figure
in the Chartist movement. John Jenkins, owner of Mynde House and
owner of Ponthir Tin Plate works, built the wall to keep demonstrators

out.

The name of the Drovers' Arms on Goldcroft Common bears witness to the ancient drovers' road on the old road
from Malpas. It is thought that the common itself was once the site of a cattle market.[6]
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Arthur and Caerleon
Geoffrey of Monmouth, the first author to write at length of King Arthur, makes Caerleon one of the most important
cities in Britain in his Historia Regum Britanniæ. He gives it a long, glorious history from its foundation by King
Belinus to when it becomes a metropolitan see, the location of an Archbishopric superior to Canterbury and York,
under Saint Dubricius, followed by St David who moved the archbishopric to St David's Cathedral.
Geoffrey makes Arthur's capital Caerleon and even Sir Thomas Malory has Arthur re-crowned there. The still-visible
Roman amphitheatre at Caerleon has been associated with Arthur's 'Round-Table' element of the tales;[7] and has
been suggested as a possible source for the legend.[8]

"For it was located in a delightful spot in Glamorgan, on the River Usk, not far from the Severn Sea.
Abounding in wealth more than other cities, it was suited for such a ceremony. For the noble river I have
named flows along it on one side, upon which the kings and princes who would be coming from overseas
could be carried by ship. But on the other side, protected by meadow and woods, it was remarkable for royal
palaces, so that it imitated Rome in the golden roofs of its buildings... Famous for so many pleasant features,
Caerleon was made ready for the announced feast." (Historia Regum Britanniae "History of the Kings of
Britain")

Though the huge scale of the ruins along with Caerleon's importance as an urban centre in early mediæval Kingdom
of Gwent may have inspired Geoffrey, the main historical source for Arthur's link with "the camp of the legion" is
the list of the twelve battles of Arthur in the 9th century Historia Brittonum. However the "urbs legionis" mentioned
there may rather more probably be Chester - or even York.[9] "Camelot" first appears in Chrétien de Troyes'
Lancelot, though Chretien also mentions Caerleon.

Plaque at birthplace of Arthur Machen,
The Square, High Street

Caerleon also has associations with later Arthurian literature as the birthplace
of the writer Arthur Machen who often used it as a location in his work. The
Hanbury Arms was visited by Tennyson who lodged there while he wrote his
Morte d'Arthur (later incorporated into his Idylls of the King).[10] Today
Caerleon has a modern statue of a knight, "The Hanbury Knight", in
reflecting inox by Belgian sculptor Thierry Lauwers.[11] In Michael
Morpurgo's novel Arthur, High King of Britain, Caerleon is the castle where
Arthur unknowingly commits incest with his half-sister Margause, resulting
in the conception of his son Mordred who will later bring about his downfall.

Modern day Caerleon
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Overview

Goldcroft Common, Caerleon

Caerleon is centred around a small common. Goldcroft Common is the
only remaining of the seven commons of Caerleon. Most of the small
businesses of Caerleon are near the common as is the Tourist
Information Office and Town Hall which has a World War I and
World War II memorial garden. The intersection of High Street and
Cross Street is known as The Square.

Buildings of note are Saint Cadoc's Church, the National Roman
Legion Museum, the Roman Baths Museum, The Mynde, The Priory
Hotel, Caerleon Catholic Church and Rectory, Caerleon Endowed
School, the Round Tower, the Toll House at Caerleon Bridge, The
Malt House hotel, University of Wales, Newport Caerleon Campus and St Cadoc's Hospital. The historic remains of
the Roman Legionary Fortress Isca Augusta is popular with tourists and school parties and there is a marked heritage
trail in the village. The Millennium Wildlife Garden is a small nature garden on the banks of the River Usk. The
hilltop vantage point at Christchurch provides panoramic views of the Vale of Usk and Bristol Channel.

The municipal playing fields are at Caerleon Broadway and a good quality children's playground is in Cold Bath
Road. Private sport and leisure facilities are available at the Celtic Manor and the University of Wales, Newport
Caerleon Campus. Caerleon library is located in the grounds of Caerleon Comprehensive School and is associated
with Newport Central Library. Caerleon has a few restaurants, cafés and take-away food outlets and many public
houses that have restaurant facilities. The Ffwrrwm is a small specialist shopping courtyard with an eclectic display
of sculpture. Caerleon also has its own station of Gwent Police and an active community policing presence.

Governance

Caerleon is an electoral ward of Newport City Council. Caerleon is within the UK Parliamentary constituency of
Newport West, the National Assembly for Wales constituency of Newport West and the Wales European Parliament
Constituency.

Geography

The centre of Caerleon sits in the Vale of Usk and the River Usk forms part of the community's southern boundary.
In the north-west part of the village, across the railway bridges, the land rises sharply up to Lodge Wood and its hill
fort. The community's western boundary is formed by the A4042 road (Heidenheim Drive) and the northern
boundary partly by the Malthouse Road and partly by the Afon Llwyd river which flows southwards to the River
Usk along the village's eastern side. Across the River Usk from Caerleon, to the south-east and east, St Julian's Park,
the village of Christchurch and the upland region around Christchurch Hill as far as the M4 motorway and the A449
road are also within the community.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ACaerleon-Goldcroft_Common.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Common_land
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Cadoc%27s_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Roman_Legion_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Roman_Legion_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Roman_Baths_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Julius_and_Aaron
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Caerleon_Endowed_Junior_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Caerleon_Endowed_Junior_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Caerleon_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=University_of_Wales%2C_Newport
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St_Cadoc%27s_Hospital
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isca_Augusta
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christchurch%2C_Newport
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Vale_of_Usk
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bristol_Channel
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celtic_Manor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=University_of_Wales%2C_Newport
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Newport_Central_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_houses
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_houses
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gwent_Police
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ward_%28politics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Newport_City_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=United_Kingdom_constituencies
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Newport_West_%28UK_Parliament_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Assembly_for_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Assembly_for_Wales_constituencies_and_electoral_regions
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Newport_West_%28National_Assembly_for_Wales_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wales_%28European_Parliament_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wales_%28European_Parliament_constituency%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Vale_of_Usk
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=River_Usk
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hill_fort
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hill_fort
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A4042_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Afon_Llwyd
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christchurch%2C_Newport
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=M4_motorway
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A449_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=A449_road


Caerleon 137

Transport

Caerleon Town Hall

Caerleon is 3½ miles from Newport city centre and 5½ miles from
Cwmbran. Caerleon is 2 miles north of the M4 motorway.

Caerleon is accessed via Junction 25 (Caerleon Road) for westbound
M4 traffic. There is no M4 Junction 25 exit for eastbound M4 traffic so
for eastbound traffic Caerleon is accessed via M4 Junction 26, then
A4051 (Malpas Road) and A4042 (Heidenheim Drive) to the Junction
25A offslip.
An alternative route to Caerleon is M4 Junction 24 (Coldra), B4237
(Chepstow Road), then B4236 (Royal Oak Hill/Belmont Hill) over

Christchurch.

Conversely, traffic joining the M4 from Caerleon can join the M4 eastbound at Junction 25 but to join the M4
westbound traffic must follow the Junction 25A offslip, Heidenheim Drive, Malpas Road route to M4 Junction 26.
Alternatively, traffic can join the M4 both eastbound and westbound at Junction 24.

The Ffwrrwm, Caerleon

The B4596 (Caerleon Road) links Newport city centre to Caerleon via
M4 Junction 25, crossing Caerleon Bridge into Caerleon High Street.
The B4236 (Ponthir Road) links Caerleon to Cwmbran. The Usk Road
links Caerleon to Usk.

The centre of Caerleon (High Street, Mill Street and Castle Street) is a
one-way traffic system and there are car parks at Broadway and Cold
Bath Road. A regular bus service links Newport city centre to Caerleon
and there is a limited City Sightseeing open-top bus service in summer
months. A cycle and pedestrian walkway alongside the River Usk links
Caerleon to Malpas and Newport city centre at Crindau.[12] Trains do
not stop at Caerleon railway station, the nearest passenger stations are
Newport railway station, Cwmbran railway station and Rogerstone railway station. The nearest airport is Cardiff
Airport (30 miles/48 km).

Education

A large campus of the University of Wales, Newport is located in Caerleon including student accommodation
blocks. The secondary school is Caerleon Comprehensive. The primary schools are Caerleon Endowed Infants and
Juniors and Caerleon Lodge Hill Infants and Juniors.
Education is generally conducted in the English language in schools but at least a mandatory Welsh language content
must be provided under the Welsh education curriculum. There are no Welsh-medium education schools in Caerleon
but there are two primary schools elsewhere in Newport; Ysgol Gymraeg Casnewydd in Ringland and Ysgol
Gymraeg Ifor Hael in Bettws. The nearest Welsh-medium secondary school is Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw in Trevethin,
Pontypool.

Housing

Historically housing was largely located on the west bank of the River Usk between Caerleon Bridge and the
University campus along with a small number of houses on the east bank. A number of substantial housing
developments have been created to the West of Caerleon: Lodge Hill, Home Farm, Roman Reach, Trinity View,
Brooklea and The Brades as well as smaller cluster developments near the centre of the village. Substantial housing
developments in nearby Ponthir and Cwmbran has also increased traffic congestion in Caerleon.
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Sport

The Caerleon ward is home to the Celtic Manor Resort, location of the 2010 Ryder Cup.[13] Caerleon also has a good
quality 9-hole municipal golf course, driving range and golf clubhouse. However, during winter months the golf
course is prone to flooding due to its location alongside the River Usk.
The association football club Caerleon A.F.C. is based in Caerleon along with two rugby union clubs; Newport High
School Old Boys RFC and Caerleon RFC whose grounds are less than a mile apart.
Caerleon Bowls Club has a good quality outdoor green. Caerleon has one chapter of the Academy of Historical
Fencing, a western martial arts group who study and practise fencing with the weapons and styles of medieval and
renaissance Europe. The club trains on the University Campus and also has two Chapters in Bristol.

Culture and community

Tree sculpture in Caerleon

Caerleon has hosted an arts festival in July each year since 2002, which
includes tree sculptors from around the world.[14] Many of the sizeable
sculptures are retained around Caerleon as a Sculpture park and local
landmarks. The arts festival coincides with the Roman military
re-enactment in the amphitheatre which demonstrates Roman military
armour, infantry tactics, cavalry tactics, equipment and siege engines
such as ballistae.

Live music events and Visual arts are staged at venues including the
open-air Roman Amphitheatre, which hosts plays in the summer.

An informative and wide ranging history of Caerleon was published in
1970 by local amateur historian Primrose Hockey MBE,[15] who was a
founder member of Caerleon Local History Society. An archive of her
local history collection is kept by the Gwent Record Office.[16]

St Cadoc's Hospital in Caerleon has been featured as a location of
episodes in the BBC television programmes Doctor Who and Being
Human.

Notable people
Inclusion criteria: notable people who were born, resided or were schooled in Caerleon.

See also Category:People from Caerleon

• The Darling Buds (Indie band)[17]

• Roger Freestone, Wales international footballer
• Len Hill, footballer and cricketer
• Gary Hocking, motorcycle racer
• Arthur Machen, author
• James May, television presenter
• Lyndon Mustoe, Wales international rugby union player
• Carl Sargent, author
• James Sommerin, chef
• Nigel Vaughan, Wales international footballer
• Nick Walne, Wales international rugby union player
• Violet Lawrence, aged 102 (in June 2010 became Britain's oldest surviving police widow).[18]
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Caernarfon Castle

Caernarfon Castle

Part of Gwynedd, Wales

Caernarfon

The castle from across the River Seiont

Location in Wales

Coordinates 53°08′22″N 4°16′37″W

Caernarfon Castle (Welsh: Castell Caernarfon) is a medieval building in Gwynedd, north-west Wales. There was a
motte-and-bailey castle in the town of Caernarfon from the late 11th century until 1283 when King Edward I of
England began replacing it with the current stone structure. The Edwardian town and castle acted as the
administrative centre of north Wales and as a result the defences were built on a grand scale. There was a deliberate
link with Caernarfon's Roman past – nearby is the Roman fort of Segontium – and the castle's walls are reminiscent
of the Walls of Constantinople.
While the castle was under construction, town walls were built around Caernarfon. The work cost between £20,000
and £25,000 from the start until the end of work in 1330. Despite Caernarfon Castle's external appearance of being
mostly complete, the interior buildings no longer survive and many of the building plans were never finished. The
town and castle were sacked in 1294 when Madog ap Llywelyn led a rebellion against the English. Caernarfon was
recaptured the following year. During the Glyndŵr Rising of 1400–1415, the castle was besieged. When the Tudor
dynasty ascended to the English throne in 1485, tensions between the Welsh and English began to diminish and
castles were considered less important. As a result, Caernarfon Castle was allowed to fall into a state of disrepair.
Despite its dilapidated condition, during the English Civil War Caernarfon Castle was held by Royalists, and was
besieged three times by Parliamentarian forces. This was the last time the castle was used in war. Caernarfon Castle
was neglected until the 19th century when the state funded repairs. In 1911, Caernarfon Castle was used for the
investiture of the Prince of Wales, and again in 1969. It is part of the World Heritage Site "Castles and Town Walls
of King Edward in Gwynedd".[1]
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Background
The first fortifications at Caernarfon were built by the Romans. Their fort, which they named Segontium, is on the
outskirts of the modern town.[2] The fort sat near the bank of the River Seiont; it is likely that the fort was positioned
here due to the sheltered nature and as traffic up the Seiont would have been able to supply Segontium.[3] Caernarfon
derives its name from the Roman fortifications. In Welsh, the place was called "y gaer yn Arfon", meaning "the
stronghold in the land over against Môn"; Môn is the Welsh name of was the island of Anglesey.[2] Little is known
about the fate of Segontium and its associated civilian settlement after the Romans departed from Britain in the early
5th century.[3]

Early castle
Following the Norman Conquest of England, William the Conqueror turned his attention to Wales. According to the
Domesday Survey of 1086, the Norman Robert of Rhuddlan was notionally in charge of the whole of northern
Wales. He was killed by the Welsh in 1088. His cousin the Earl of Chester, Hugh d'Avranches, reasserted Norman
control of north Wales by building three castles: one at an unknown location somewhere in Meirionnydd, one at
Aberlleiniog on Anglesey, and another at Caernarfon.[4] This early castle was on a peninsula, bounded by the River
Seiont, the Menai Strait; it would have been a motte and bailey, defended by a timber palisade and earthen banks.
While the motte, or mound, was integrated into the later Edwardian Castle, the location of the original bailey is
uncertain, although it may have been to the north-east of the motte.[5] Excavations on top of the motte in 1969
revealed no traces of medieval occupation, suggesting any evidence had been removed.[6] It is likely that the motte
was surmounted by a wooden tower known as a keep. The Welsh recaptured Gwynedd in 1115, and Caernarfon
Castle came into the possession of the Welsh princes. From contemporary documents written at the castle, it is
known that Llywelyn the Great and later Llywelyn ap Gruffudd occasionally stayed at Caernarfon.[5]

Edwardian castle

Map of Caernarfon in 1610 by John Speed. The castle was at the south end of the
settlement.

War broke out again between England and
Wales on 22 March 1282. The Welsh leader,
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, died later that year
on 11 December. His brother Dafydd ap
Gruffydd continued to fight against the
English, but in 1283 Edward I was
victorious.[7] Edward marched through
northern Wales, capturing castles such as
that at Dolwyddelan, and establishing his
own at Conwy. War finally drew to a close
in May 1283 when Dolbadarn Castle,
Dafydd ap Gruffudd's last castle, was
captured. Shortly after, Edward began
building castles at Harlech and Caernarfon.
The castles of Caernarfon, Conwy and

Harlech were the most impressive of their time in Wales, and their construction – along with other Edwardian castles
in the country – helped establish English rule.[8] The master mason responsible for the design and orchestrating the
construction of the castle was probably James of Saint George, an experienced architect and military engineer who
played an important role in building the Edwardian castles in Wales.[9] According to the Flores Historiarum, during
the construction of the castle and planned town, the body of the Roman emperor Magnus Maximus was discovered at
Caernarfon and Edward I ordered his reburial in a local church.[10]
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The construction of the new stone castle was part of a programme of building which transformed Caernarfon; town
walls were added, connected to the castle, and a new quay was built. The earliest reference to building at Caernarfon
dates from 24 June 1283, when a ditch had been dug separating the site of the castle from the town to the north. A
bretagium, a type of stockade, was created around the site to protect it while the permanent defences were under
construction. Timber was shipped from as far away as Liverpool.[8] Stone was quarried from nearby places, such as
from Anglesey and around the town.[11] A force of hundreds worked on the excavation of the moat and digging the
foundations for the castle. As the site expanded, it began to encroach on the town; houses were cleared to allow the
construction. Residents were not paid compensation until three years later. While the foundations for the stone walls
were being created, timber-framed apartments were built for Edward I and Eleanor of Castile, his queen. They
arrived at Caernarfon on either 11 or 12 July 1283 and stayed for over a month.[9]

Plan of Caernarfon Castle: A - Site of Water Gate; B - Eagle Tower; C - Queen's
Tower; D - Well Tower; E - Lower Ward; F - Great Hall; G - Kitchens; H -
Chamberlain Tower; I - King's Gate; J - Upper Ward; K - Black Tower; L -

Granary Tower; M - North-East Tower; N - Cistern Tower; O - Queen's Gate. Blue
shows the area built between 1283-92, red that between 1295-1323

Construction at Caernarfon Castle continued
over the winter of 1283/1284. The extent of
completion is uncertain, although
architectural historian Arnold Taylor has
speculated that when Edward and Eleanor
visited again in Easter 1284 the Eagle
Tower may have been complete.[12] The
Statute of Rhuddlan, enacted on 3 March
1284, made Caernarfon a borough and the
administrative centre of the county of
Gwynedd.[13] According to tradition,
Edward II was born at Caernarfon on
25 April 1284.[12][14] Edward was created
Prince of Wales in 1301, with control over
Wales and its incomes. Since then the title has traditionally been held by the eldest son of the monarch. According to
a famous legend, the king had promised the Welsh that he would name "a prince born in Wales, who did not speak a
word of English" and then produced his infant son to their surprise; but the story may well be apocryphal, as it can
only be traced to the 16th century.[15] In 1284, Caernarfon was defended by a garrison of forty men, more than the
thirty-strong garrisons at Conwy and Harlech. Even in peace time, when most castles would have a guard of only a
few men, Caernarfon was defended by between twenty and forty people due to its importance.[16]

By 1285, Caernarfon's town walls were mostly complete. At the same time work continued on the castle. Spending
on construction was negligible from 1289 and accounts end in 1292.[17] Edward I's campaign of castle-building in
Wales cost £80,000 between 1277 and 1304, and £95,000 between 1277 and 1329;[18] by 1292 £12,000 had been
spent on the construction of Caernarfon's castle – of which the southern facade was furthest along – and town walls.
As the southern wall and town walls completed a defensive circuit around Caernarfon, the plan was to build the
castle's northern facade last.[15]
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Caernarfon Castle from the west. The town's walls, which were mostly complete
by 1285, join with the castle and continue off to the left of the photo.

In 1294, Wales broke out in rebellion led by
Madog ap Llywelyn, prince of Wales. As
Caernarfon was the centre of administration
in Gwynedd and a symbol of English power,
it was targeted by the Welsh. Madog's
forces captured the town in September, and
in the process heavily damaged the town
walls. The castle was defended by just a
ditch and a temporary barricade. It was
quickly taken and anything flammable was
set alight.[13] Fire raged across Caernarfon,
leaving destruction in its wake.[19] In the
summer of 1295, the English moved to
retake Caernarfon. By November the same
year, the English began refortifying the

town. Rebuilding the town walls was a high priority, and £1,195 (nearly half the sum initially spent on the walls) was
spent on completing the job two months ahead of schedule. Attention then shifted to the castle and on finishing the
work that had halted in 1292.[13] Once the rebellion was put down, Edward began building Beaumaris Castle on the
Isle of Anglesey. The work was overseen by James of Saint George;[20] as a result, Walter of Hereford took over as
master mason for the new phase of construction. By the end of 1301, a further £4,500 had been spent on the work
with the focus of work on the northern wall and towers. The accounts between November 1301 and September 1304
are missing, possibly because there was a hiatus in work while labour moved north to help out with England's war
against Scotland.[21] Records show that Walter of Hereford had left Caernarfon and was in Carlisle in October
1300;[22] he remained occupied with the Scottish wars until the autumn of 1304 when building at Caernarfon
resumed.[21] Walter died in 1309 and his immediate subordinate, Henry of Ellerton, took over the position of master
mason.[23] Construction continued at a steady rate until 1330.[21]

... to cause 100  suitable masons experienced in such work as the king is engaged upon at Kaernaruan to be chosen in the town of
Chester and in other parts within his bailiwick, and to cause them to come with their tools to Kaernaruan without delay, there to do
what Edmund the king's brother shall enjoin upon them, as the king needs masons for his work there at once

A letter to the Earl of Chester in 1295, asking him to urgently send masons to Caernarfon.[24]

From 1284 to 1330, when accounts end, between £20,000 and £25,000 was spent on Caernarfon's castle and town
walls.[25] Such a sum was enormous and dwarfed the spending on castles such as Dover and Château Gaillard, which
were amongst the most expensive and impressive fortifications of the later 12th and early 13th centuries.[26]

Subsequent additions to Caernarfon were not major, and what remains of the castle is substantially from the
Edwardian period. Despite the expense, much of what was planned for the castle was never carried out. The rears of
the King's Gate (the entrance from the town) and the Queen's Gate (the entrance from the south-east) were left
unfinished, and foundations in the castle's interior mark where buildings would have stood had work continued.[25]
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Later history

The ward of Caernarfon Castle, showing (from left to right) the Black Tower, the
Chamberlain's Tower, and the Eagle Tower. By the 17th century, the castle's

domestic buildings had been stripped of valuable materials such as iron and lead.

For around two centuries after the conquest
of Wales, the arrangements established by
Edward I for the governance of the country
remained in place. During this time the
castle was constantly garrisoned, and
Caernarfon was effectively the capital of
north Wales.[27] There was a degree of
discrimination, with the most important
administrative jobs in Wales usually closed
to Welsh people. Tension between the
Welsh and their English conquerors spilled
over at the start of the 15th century with the
outbreak of the Glyndŵr Rising
(1400–1415).[28] During the revolt,
Caernarfon was one of the targets of Owain
Glyndŵr's army. The town and castle were
besieged in 1401, and in November that year
the Battle of Tuthill took place nearby

between Caernarfon's defenders and the besieging force.[29] In 1403 and 1404, Caernarfon was besieged by Welsh
troops with support from French forces;[27] the garrison at the time was around thirty.[16] The ascension of the Tudor
dynasty to the English throne in 1485 heralded a change in the way Wales was administered. The Tudors were
Welsh in origin, and their rule eased hostilities between the Welsh and English. As a result castles such as
Caernarfon, which provided secure centres from which the country could be administered, became less important.
They were neglected, and in 1538 it was reported that many castles in Wales were "moche ruynous and ferre in
decaye for lakke of tymely reparations".[27]

A painting of Caernarfon by J. M. W. Turner in
1830–1835

In Caernarfon's case the walls of the town and castle remained in good
condition, while features which required maintainable – such as
roofs – were in a state of decay and much timber was rotten.
Conditions were so poor that of the castles seven towers and two
gatehouses, only the Eagle Tower and the King's Gate had roofs by
1620. The domestic buildings inside the castle had been stripped of
anything valuable, such as glass and iron. Despite the disrepair of the
domestic buildings, the castle's defences were in a good enough state
that during the English Civil War in the mid-17th century that it was
garrisoned by Royalists. Caernarfon Castle was besieged three times
during the war. The constable was John Byron, 1st Baron Byron, who
surrendered Caernarfon to Parliamentarian forces in 1646. It was the last time Caernarfon Castle saw fighting.
Although it was ordered in 1660 that the castle and town walls should be dismantled, the work was aborted early on
and may never have started.[27]

Despite avoiding slighting, the castle was neglected until the late 19th century. From the 1870s onwards, the 
government funded repairs to Caernarfon Castle. The deputy-constable, Llewellyn Turner oversaw the work, in 
many cases controversially restoring and rebuilding the castle, rather than simply conserving the existing 
stonework.[30] Steps, battlements, and roofs were repaired, and the moat to the north of the castle was cleared of 
post-medieval buildings that were considered to spoil the view, despite the protest of locals. Under the auspices of
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the Office of Works and its successors since 1908, the castle was preserved due to its historic significance.[31] In
1911, Caernarfon was used for the investiture of the Prince of Wales for the first time. He later became Edward VIII.
In 1969 the precedent was repeated with the investiture of Charles, Prince of Wales.[15] Although Caernarfon Castle
has been the property of the Crown since it was built, it is currently cared for by Cadw (English: to keep), the Welsh
Government's historic environment division, responsible for the maintenance and care of Wales' historic
buildings.[32][33] In 1986, Caernarfon was added to the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites as part of the "Castles
and Town Walls of King Edward in Gwynedd" in recognition of its global importance and to help conserve and
protect the site.[1][34] The castle houses the Royal Welch Fusiliers Museum.

Architecture

The Eagle Tower

Caernarfon Castle's design was partly influenced by a desire to make the
structure impressive as a symbol of the new English rule in Wales. This was
particularly acute as Caernarfon was made the centre of government in the
northern part of the country. The Edwardian castle's layout was mostly dictated
by the lay of the land, although the inclusion of the previous castle's motte played
a part. It is a narrow enclosure,[35] roughly in the shape of a figure eight.[36] It
was divided into two enclosures, upper and lower "wards" in the east and west
respectively, with the eastern containing royal accommodation, although this was
never completed. The divide was supposed to be established by a range of
fortified buildings, however these too were never built.[26]

Studded along the curtain wall are several polygonal towers from which flanking
fire could be deployed. There were battlements on the tops of walls and towers,
and along the southern face were firing galleries; it was intended to included
galleries along the northern face but they were never built. In the opinion of military historian Allen Brown, this
combined to make Caernarfon Castle "one of the most formidable concentrations of fire-power to be found in the
Middle Ages".[26] Most of the northern towers stand had four-storeys including a basements.[37] The Eagle Tower at
the western corner of the castle was the grandest. It has three turrets which were once surmounted by statues of
eagles.[26] The tower contained grand lodgings, and was probably built for Sir Otton de Grandson,[37] the first
justiciar of Wales.[38] A basement level contained a water gate, through which visitors travelling up the River Seiont
could enter the castle.[37] Water was drawn from a well in the eponymous Well Tower.[39]

Caernarfon's appearance differs from that of other Edwardian castles through the use of banded coloured stone in the
walls and in its polygonal, rather than round, towers. There has been extensive academic debate over the
interpretation of these features.[40] Historian Arnold Taylor argued that the design of the castle was a representation
of the Walls of Constantinople. The conscious use of imagery from the Byzantine Roman Empire was therefore an
assertion of authority by Edward I, and influenced by the legendary dream of Magnus Maximus, a Roman emperor.
In his dream Maximus had seen a fort, "the fairest that man ever saw", within a city at the mouth of a river in a
mountainous country and opposite an island. Edward interpreted this to mean Segontium was the city of Maximus'
dream and drew on the imperial link when building Caernarfon Castle.[41] Recent work by historian Abigail
Wheatley suggests that the design of Caernarfon was indeed an assertion of Edward's authority, but that it drew on
imagery from Roman sites in Britain with the intent of creating an allusion of Arthurian legitimacy for the king.[42]
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The unfinished rear of the King's Gate, the main entrance to the castle from the
town.

There were two main entrances, one leading
from the tow (the King's Gate) and one
allowing direct access to the castle without
having to proceed through the town (the
Queen's Gate). Their form was typical of the
time – a passage between two flanking
towers.[26] If the King's Gate had been
completed, a visitor would have crossed two
drawbridges, passed through five doors,
under six portcullises, and negotiated a
right-angle turn before emerging into the
lower enclosure. The route was overlooked
by numerous arrow loops and murder
holes.[43] A statue of Edward II was erected
in a niche overlooking the town, above the
entrance to the King's Gate.[44] In the
opinion of architectural historian Arnold

Taylor, "No building in Britain demonstrates more strikingly the immense strength of medieval fortifications than
the great twin-towered gateway to Caernarfon Castle."[43] The Queen's Gate is unusual in that its entrance is above
ground level; this was due to the integration of the earlier motte, raising the ground level of the interior. Externally,
the gate would have been approached by a stone ramp which is no longer present.[45]

While the curtain wall and its towers survive largely intact, all that remains of the buildings contained within the
castle are the foundations.[36] While royal lodgings were in the upper ward, the lower contained buildings such as the
kitchens. The kitchens were located immediately west of the King's Gate. On the basis of their insubstantial
foundations, Taylor suggests that the kitchens were not strongly built.[46] The other key feature of the castle's
domestic side, was the Great Hall. Caernarfon's abutted the south side of the lower ward and was 30.5 metres
(100 ft). Though only the foundations survive, in its heyday the Great Hall would have been an impressive building,
featuring fine architecture, and used to host royal entertainment.[47] Had Caernarfon been completed as intended, it
would have been able to contain a royal household of several hundred people.[48]
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Caerwent

Caerwent
Welsh: Caer-went

Roman building foundations and the tower of the parish church at Caerwent

Caerwent

  Caerwent shown within Monmouthshire

OS grid reference ST470905

Principal area Monmouthshire

Ceremonial county Gwent

Country Wales

Sovereign state United Kingdom

Post town CALDICOT

Postcode district NP26
Dialling code 01291

Police Gwent

Fire South Wales

Ambulance Welsh

EU Parliament Wales

UK Parliament Newport East

Caerwent (Welsh: Caer-went) is a village and community in Monmouthshire, Wales. It is located about five miles 
west of Chepstow and eleven miles east of Newport, and was founded by the Romans as the market town of Venta 
Silurum, an important settlement of the Brythonic Silures tribe. The modern village is built around the Roman ruins, 
which are some of the best-preserved in Europe. It remained prominent through the Roman era and Early Middle
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Ages as the site of a road crossing between several important civic centres. In the 20th century Caerwent was the site
of a Royal Navy Propellant Factory, now used as a training facility.

History

Roman times

It was founded by the Romans in AD 75 as Venta Silurum, a market town for the defeated Silures tribe. This is
confirmed by inscriptions on the "Civitas Silurum" stone, now on display in the parish church.[1] Large sections of
the Roman town walls are still in place, rising up to 5 metres high in places. Historian John Newman has described
the walls as "easily the most impressive town defence to survive from Roman Britain, and in its freedom from later
rebuilding one of the most perfectly preserved in Northern Europe."[2] In 1881 a portion of a highly intricate
coloured floor mosaic or tessellated pavement, depicting different types of fish, were unearthed during excavations
in the garden of a cottage.[3]

Excavations in 1971 dated the north-west polygonal angle-tower to the mid-300s.[4] Further excavations were carried
out in 2008 by Wessex Archaeology as part of the Channel 4 TV programme Time Team.[5] Modern houses are built
on top of half the site of the old Roman market place. The ruins of several Roman buildings are still visible,
including the foundations of a 4th century Roman temple.[6] The fact that most of the houses lacked mosaic or
hypocaust-heated floors, however, suggests that despite its size, Caerwent never achieved the cultural level of other
Romano-British tribal capitals.[7]

Early Christian times

Caerwent acted as a centre for the Kingdom of Gwent after the Roman occupation. Although the name Caerwent
translates from Welsh as "fort of Gwent", the name Gwent itself derived from the Roman name Venta (Silurum). The
English town name of Winchester has a parallel derivation, ultimately from the combination of the Latin words
Venta, in that case, Venta Belgarum, and castra.[8]

Caerwent remained an important centre, where the road between Gloucester and Caerleon met the north-south road
from Shrewsbury, via Monmouth and Trellech, to the sea at Portskewett. Excavations at Caerwent have revealed
remains and everyday objects from the post-Roman period. Metalwork, including elaborate penannular brooches and
fastening pins, have been dated to the 5th-7th centuries. A large number of Christian burials, some stone-lined,
dating from between the 4th and 9th centuries have also been discovered, both around the town's East Gate and close
to the parish church.[9] It has been suggested that it may have been the birthplace of St. Patrick.[10]

A monastery was established at Caerwent some time before the 10th century, and a pre-Norman cross head was
discovered at the site in 1992.[2] The current church is dedicated to Saints Stephen and Tathan, the latter name
possibly having arisen through confusion with Saint Tathyw. The oldest existing part of the church dates to the 13th
century.[2]
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Modern era
During World War II a Royal Navy Propellant Factory was established at Caerwent, immediately north of the A48
road. Between 1967 and 1993 this was used as a storage base for the Royal Air Force and the United States Air
Force; since that time it has been used as an army training facility and on occasion as a filming location for large
scale productions such as Captain America: The First Avenger.[11]

Caerwent is now a small village, largely bypassed by the busy A48 road running between the city of Newport to the
west and Chepstow to the east. It has two pubs, the Coach and Horses and the Northgate Inn.
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Cambridge

City of Cambridge
—  City & non-metropolitan district  —

King's College Chapel, seen from the Backs

Coat of Arms of the City Council
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City status 1951

Government

 • Type Non-metropolitan district, city

 • Governing body Cambridge City Council

 • Mayor Sheila Stuart[1]

 • MPs: Julian Huppert (LD)
Andrew Lansley (C)

Area

  • Total 44.65 sq mi (115.65 km2)

Elevation 20 ft (6 m)

Population (2011 est.)

 • Total 123,900 (ranked 171st)

 • County 752,900

 • Ethnicity (2009)
[2] 73.5% White British

1.1% White Irish
7.1% White Other
2.4% Mixed Race
8.4% British Asian
4.3% Chinese and other
3.1% Black British

Time zone Greenwich Mean Time (UTC+0)

 • Summer (DST) BST (UTC+1)

Postcode CB1 – CB5

Area code(s) 01223

ONS code 12UB (ONS)
E07000008 (GSS)

OS grid reference TL450588

Website www.cambridge.gov.uk [3]
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Cambridge in 1575

The city of Cambridge (  i/ˈkeɪmbrɪdʒ/
KAYM-brij) is a university town and the
administrative centre of the county of
Cambridgeshire, England. It lies in East
Anglia, on the River Cam, about 50 miles
(80 km) north of London. According to the
United Kingdom Census 2001, its
population was 108,863 (including 22,153
students), and was estimated to be 130,000
in mid-2010.[4] There is archaeological
evidence of settlement in the area in bronze
age and Roman times, and under Viking rule
Cambridge became an important trading
centre. The first town charters were granted
in the 12th century, although city status was
not conferred until 1951.

Cambridge is most widely known as the home of the University of Cambridge, founded in 1209 and consistently
ranked one of the top five universities in the world.[5] The university includes the renowned Cavendish Laboratory,
King's College Chapel, and the Cambridge University Library. The Cambridge skyline is dominated by the last two
buildings, along with the chimney of Addenbrooke's Hospital in the far south of the city and St John's College
Chapel tower.

Today, Cambridge is at the heart of the high-technology centre known as Silicon Fen – a play on Silicon Valley and
the fens surrounding the city. Its economic strengths lie in industries such as software and bioscience, many start-up
companies having been spun out of the university. Over 40% of the workforce have a higher education qualification,
more than twice the national average.
The green space of Parker's Piece hosted the first ever game of association football, and the Strawberry Fair music
and arts festival is held on Midsummer Common. Cambridge is adjacent to the M11 and A14 roads, and is around 49
minutes from London Kings Cross by non-stop train, with other rail links to Norwich, Birmingham and elsewhere.

History

Prehistory and Roman

Settlements have existed around the Cambridge area since before the Roman Empire. The earliest clear evidence of
occupation is the remains of a 3,500-year-old farmstead discovered at the site of Fitzwilliam College.[6] There is
further archaeological evidence through the Iron Age, a Belgic tribe having settled on Castle Hill in the 1st century
BC.[7] Evidence of widespread Roman settlement has been discovered in Cambridge including numerous
farmsteads[8] and a village in the Cambridge district of Newnham.[9]

Post Roman and Medieval

After the Romans had left Saxons took over the land on and around Castle Hill and renamed it Grantabrycge – 

'Bridge over the river Granta'. Over time the name evolved to become Cambridge, while the river Granta became 
known as the river Cam to match the name of the city.[10] Their grave goods have been found in the area. During 
Anglo-Saxon times Cambridge benefited from good trade links across the hard-to-travel fenlands. By the 7th century 
the town was less significant, described by Bede as a "little ruined city" containing the burial site of Etheldreda.[11] 

Cambridge is mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle as "Grantebrycge", a period when settlements existed on both
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sides of the river and Cambridge was on the border of East Anglian and Middle Anglian kingdoms.[11]

St Bene't's Church, the oldest standing building in
Cambridge.[12]

The arrival of the Vikings in Cambridge was recorded in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in 875. Viking rule, the Danelaw, had been
imposed by 878[13] The Vikings' vigorous trading habits caused
Cambridge to grow rapidly. During this period the centre of the town
shifted from Castle Hill on the left bank of the river to the area now
known as the Quayside on the right bank.[13] After the Viking period
the Saxons enjoyed a return to power, building churches such as St
Bene't's Church, wharves, merchant houses and a mint, which
produced coins with the town's name abbreviated to "Grant".[13]

In 1068, two years after his conquest of England, William of
Normandy built a castle on Castle Hill.[11] Like the rest of the newly
conquered kingdom, Cambridge fell under the control of the King and
his deputies. The distinctive Round Church dates from this period.

The first town charter was granted by Henry I to Cambridge between
1120 and 1131. It gave Cambridge monopoly of waterborne traffic and hithe tolls as well as recognising the Borough
court.[14] In 1209, Cambridge University was founded by students escaping from hostile townspeople in Oxford.[15]

The oldest college that still exists, Peterhouse, was founded in 1284.[16]

In 1349 Cambridge was affected by the Black Death. Few records survive but 16 of 40 scholars at Kings Hall
died.[17] The town north of river was severely affected being almost wiped out.[18] Following further depopulation
after a second national epidemic in 1361, a letter from the Bishop of Ely suggested that two parishes in Cambridge
be merged as there weren't enough people to fill even one church.[17] With over a third of English clergy dying in the
Black Death, four new colleges were established at the University over the following years to train new clergymen,
namely Gonville Hall, Trinity Hall, Corpus Christi and Clare Hall.[19]

In 1382 a revised town charter effects a "diminution of the liberties that the community had enjoyed", due to
Cambridge's participation in the Peasants' Revolt. The charter transfers supervision of baking & brewing, weights &
measures, and forestalling & regrating, from the town to the University.[14]

One of the most well-known buildings in Cambridge, King's College Chapel, was begun in 1446 by King Henry
VI.[20] The project was completed in 1515 during the reign of King Henry VIII.[20]

Peterhouse was the first college to be founded in
the University of Cambridge.

Early Modern

Cambridge played a significant role in the early part of the English
Civil War as it was the headquarters of the Eastern Counties
Association, an organisation administering a regional East Anglian
army, which became the mainstay of the Parliamentarian military
effort prior to the formation of the New Model Army.[21] In 1643
control of the town was given by Parliament to Oliver Cromwell, who
had been educated at the University's Sidney Sussex College. The
town's castle was fortified, with troops garrisoned there and some
bridges destroyed to aid the defence. Although Royalist forces came
within 2 miles of the town in 1644, the defences were never used and
the garrison was stood down the following year.[21]

In the 19th century, in common with many other English towns, Cambridge expanded rapidly. This was due in part 
to increased life expectancy and also improved agricultural production leading to increased trade in town markets.[22] 
Inclosure Acts of 1801 and 1807 enabled expansion of the town over surrounding open fields and eventually in 1912
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and again in 1935 the boundaries were extended to include areas such as Chesterton, Cherry Hinton, Fen Ditton,
Trumpington, and Grantchester.[21]

The railway came to Cambridge in 1845 after initially being resisted, with the opening of the Great Eastern London
to Norwich line. The station was placed outside the town centre following pressure from the University, who
restricted travel by undergraduates.[23] With the arrival of the railway and its associated employment came expansion
of the areas around the station, such as Romsey Town.[24] The train link to London stimulated heavier industries,
such as the production of brick, cement and malt.[22]

Twentieth century

From the 1930s to the 1980s the size of the city was increased by several large council estates.[25] The biggest impact
has been on the area north of the river, which are now the estates of East Chesterton, King's Hedges, and Arbury
where Archbishop Rowan Williams lived and worked as an assistant priest in the early 1980s.[26]

During the Second World War Cambridge was an important centre for defence of the east coast. The town became a
military centre, with an R.A.F. training centre and the regional headquarters for Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex,
Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Hertfordshire, and Bedfordshire established during the conflict.[21] The town
itself escaped relatively lightly from German bombing raids, which were mainly targeted at the railway. 29 people
were killed and no historic buildings being damaged. In 1944, a secret meeting of military leaders held in in Trinity
College laid the foundation for the allied invasion of Europe.[22] During the war Cambridge served as an evacuation
centre for over 7,000 people from London, as well as for parts of the University of London.[21]

Cambridge was granted its city charter in 1951 in recognition of its history, administrative importance and economic
success.[21] Cambridge does not have a cathedral, traditionally a prerequisite for city status, instead falling within the
Church of England Diocese of Ely. In 1962 Cambridge's first shopping arcade, Bradwell's Court, opened on
Drummer Street, though this was demolished in 2006.[27] Other shopping arcades followed at Lion Yard, which
housed a relocated Central Library for the city, and the Grafton Centre which replaced Victorian housing stock
which had fallen into disrepair in the Kite area of the city. This latter project was controversial at the time.[28]

The city gained its second University in 1992 when Anglia Polytechnic became Anglia Polytechnic University.
Renamed Anglia Ruskin University in 2005, the institution has its origins in the Cambridge School of Art opened in
1858 by John Ruskin. The Open University also has a presence in the city, with an office operating on Hills Road.
Cambridge City Council plans to renew the area around the Corn Exchange concert hall, and plans for a permanent
ice-skating rink are being considered after the success of a temporary one that has been on Parker's Piece every year
for the past few years.[29]
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Governance

Local government

Map showing the electoral boundaries of the city.
The names are also used by residents, not just in

local government.

Cambridge is a non-metropolitan district served by Cambridge City
Council. The City of Cambridge is one of five districts within the
county of Cambridgeshire, and is bordered on all sides by the mainly
rural South Cambridgeshire district. The city council's headquarters are
in the Guildhall, a large building in the market square. Cambridge was
granted a Royal Charter by King John in 1207, which permitted the
appointment of a Mayor,[30] although the first recorded Mayor, Harvey
FitzEustace, served in 1213.[31] City councillors now elect a mayor
annually.

For electoral purposes the city is divided into 14 wards: Abbey,
Arbury, Castle, Cherry Hinton, Coleridge, East Chesterton, King's
Hedges, Market, Newnham, Petersfield, Queen Edith's, Romsey,
Trumpington, and West Chesterton. The political composition of the
city council is currently: 21 Liberal Democrat councillors, 19 Labour,
one Conservative and one independent councillor.[32]

Each of the 14 wards also elect councillors to Cambridgeshire County
Council. Responsible for services including school education, social
care and highways, it has been controlled by the Conservative Party since 1997.

Westminster

The parliamentary constituency of Cambridge covers most of the city. Julian Huppert (Liberal Democrats) was
elected Member of Parliament (MP) at the 2010 general election, succeeding David Howarth. One area of the city,
Queen Edith's ward,[33] lies in the South Cambridgeshire constituency, whose MP is Andrew Lansley
(Conservative), elected in 1997. The city had previously elected a Labour MP from 1992 to 2005 and prior to this,
usually elected a Conservative after the Second World War. However, the Conservatives have seen their share of the
vote fall over the past 20 years.
The University of Cambridge used to have a seat in the House of Commons, Sir Isaac Newton being one of the most
notable holders. The Cambridge University constituency was abolished under 1948 legislation, and ceased at the
dissolution of Parliament for the 1950 general election, along with the other university constituencies.

Geography
Cambridge is situated about 50 miles (80 km) north-by-east of London. The city is located in an area of level and
relatively low-lying terrain just south of the Fens, which varies between 6 metres (20 ft) and 24 metres (79 ft) above
sea level.[34] The town was thus historically surrounded by low lying wetlands that have been drained as the town
has expanded.[35]

The underlying geology of Cambridge consists of gault clay and Chalk Marl, known locally as Cambridge
Greensand,[36] party overlayed by terrace gravel.[35] A layer of phosphatic nodules (coprolites) under the marl were
mined in the 19th century for fertiliser. It became a major industry in the county, and its profits yielded buildings
such as the Corn Exchange, Fulbourn Hospital and St. John's Chapel until the Quarries Act 1894 and competition
from America ended production.[36]
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The River Cam flows through the city north from the village of Grantchester. It is bordered by water meadows
within the city such as Sheep's Green as well as residential development.[35] The name 'Cambridge' is derived from
the river.[37] Like most cities, modern-day Cambridge has many suburbs and areas of high-density housing. The city
centre of Cambridge is mostly commercial, historic buildings, and large green areas such as Jesus Green, Parker's
Piece and Midsummer Common. Many of the roads in the centre are pedestrianised. Population growth has seen new
housing developments in the 21st century, with estates such as the CB1[38] and Accordia schemes near the station,[39]

and developments such as Clayfarm[40] and Trumpington Meadows[41] planned for the south of the city.

Climate

Cambridge currently has two official weather observing stations, the National Institute of Agricultural Botany
(NIAB), about 2 miles north of the city centre, and the Cambridge University Botanic Garden, about 1 mile south of
the city centre. The city, like most of the UK, has a maritime climate highly influenced by the Gulf Stream.
Located in the driest region of Britain,[42][43] Cambridge's rainfall averages around 570 mm (22.44 in) per year,
around half the national average,[44] with some years occasionally falling into the semi-arid (under 500 mm
(19.69 in) of rain per year) category. Last time this occurred was in 2011 with 380,4 mm[45] of rain. Snowfall
accumulations are similarly small, in part because of Cambridge's low elevation.
Due to its low lying, inland, and easterly position within the British Isles, summer temperatures tend to be somewhat
higher than areas further west, and often rival or even exceed those recorded in the London area. July 2006 for
example recorded the highest official mean monthly maximum (i.e. averaged over the entire month) of any month at
any location in the UK since records began; 28.3 °C (82.9 °F),at both the NIAB[46] and Botanic Garden[47] observing
stations.
Cambridge also often records the annual highest national temperature in any given year – 30.2 °C (86.4 °F) in July
2008 at NIAB[48] and 30.1 °C (86.2 °F) in August 2007 at the Botanic Garden[49] are two recent examples. The
absolute maximum stands at 36.9 °C (98.4 °F)[50] set on the 10 August 2003, although a temperature of 37.5 °C
(99.5 °F)[51] was recorded on the same day at the Guildhall rooftop weather station in the city centre and is
acknowledged by the Met Office. Before this, the absolute maximum was 36.5 °C (97.7 °F) set at the Botanic
Garden[52] in August 1990. The last time the temperature exceeded 35 °C (95 °F) was July 2006 when the maximum
reached 35.6 °C (96.1 °F) at the Botanic Garden[47] and 35.8 °C (96.4 °F) at NIAB.[53] Typically the temperature
will reach 25.1 °C (77.2 °F) or higher on over 25 days of the year over the 1981-2010 period,[54] with the annual
warmest day averaging 31.5 °C (88.7 °F)[55] over the same period.
The absolute minimum temperature recorded at the Botanic Garden site was −17.2 °C (1 °F), recorded in February
1947[56] Although a minimum of −17.8 °C (−0 °F) was recorded at the now defunct observatory site in December
1879.[57] More recently the temperature fell to −15.3 °C (4.5 °F) on 11 February 2012[58] and −10.9 °C (12.4 °F)[59]

on 20 December 2010. The average frequency of air frosts ranges from 42.8 days at the NIAB site,[60] to 48.3 days at
the Botanic Garden[61] per year over the 1981-2010 period. Typically the coldest night of the year at the Botanic
Garden will fall to −8 °C (17.6 °F).[62] Such minimum temperatures and frost averages are typical for inland areas
across much of southern and central England.
Sunshine averages around 1,500 hours a year or around 35% of possible, a level typical of most locations in inland
central England.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Midsummer_Common
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Climate data for Cambridge University Botanic Garden, elevation 12m,1981-2010, extremes 1914–

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Record
high °C

(°F)

14.9
(58.8)

18.8
(65.8)

23.9
(75)

27.4
(81.3)

31.1
(88)

34.0
(93.2)

35.6
(96.1)

36.9
(98.4)

33.9
(93)

29.3
(84.7)

21.1
(70)

15.8
(60.4)

36.9
(98.4)

Average
high °C

(°F)

7.4
(45.3)

8.0
(46.4)

11.1
(52)

13.8
(56.8)

17.5
(63.5)

20.4
(68.7)

23.1
(73.6)

22.8
(73)

19.6
(67.3)

15.2
(59.4)

10.5
(50.9)

7.7
(45.9)

14.76
(58.56)

Average
low °C (°F)

1.4
(34.5)

1.2
(34.2)

3.0
(37.4)

4.3
(39.7)

7.3
(45.1)

10.2
(50.4)

12.4
(54.3)

12.2
(54)

10.0
(50)

7.2
(45)

3.9
(39)

1.7
(35.1)

6.23
(43.22)

Record low
°C (°F)

−16.1 −17.2 −11.7 −6.1 −4.4 −0.6 2.2
(36)

3.3
(37.9)

−2.2 −6.1 −13.3 −15.6 −17.2

Precipitation
mm

(inches)

45.96
(1.8094)

34.58
(1.3614)

38.57
(1.5185)

40.34
(1.5882)

46.75
(1.8406)

52.08
(2.0504)

50.7
(1.996)

53.58
(2.1094)

54.27
(2.1366)

57.65
(2.2697)

54.85
(2.1594)

46.87
(1.8453)

576.2
(22.685)

Source: KNMI[63]

Climate data for Cambridge University Botanic Garden, elevation 12m,1971–2000

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Average
high °C

(°F)

7.0
(44.6)

7.6
(45.7)

10.4
(50.7)

13.0
(55.4)

16.9
(62.4)

19.8
(67.6)

22.6
(72.7)

22.5
(72.5)

19.1
(66.4)

14.9
(58.8)

10.1
(50.2)

7.9
(46.2)

14.3
(57.7)

Average
low °C (°F)

1.2
(34.2)

0.9
(33.6)

2.7
(36.9)

4.0
(39.2)

6.8
(44.2)

9.7
(49.5)

11.9
(53.4)

11.8
(53.2)

9.7
(49.5)

6.8
(44.2)

3.5
(38.3)

2.1
(35.8)

6
(42.8)

Precipitation
mm

(inches)

44.79
(1.7634)

32.56
(1.2819)

41.72
(1.6425)

42.44
(1.6709)

45.03
(1.7728)

53.70
(2.1142)

41.85
(1.6476)

48.46
(1.9079)

53.34
(2.1)

54.35
(2.1398)

51.39
(2.0232)

50.31
(1.9807)

559.94
(22.0449)

Source: KNMI[64]

Climate data for Cambridge NIAB, elevation 26m,1981-2010

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Average high
°C (°F)

7.3
(45.1)

7.7
(45.9)

10.6
(51.1)

13.3
(55.9)

16.9
(62.4)

19.9
(67.8)

22.8
(73)

22.6
(72.7)

19.3
(66.7)

14.9
(58.8)

10.3
(50.5)

7.5
(45.5)

14.5
(58.1)

Average low °C
(°F)

1.6
(34.9)

1.3
(34.3)

3.1
(37.6)

4.3
(39.7)

7.1
(44.8)

10.2
(50.4)

12.4
(54.3)

12.4
(54.3)

10.4
(50.7)

7.6
(45.7)

4.2
(39.6)

1.9
(35.4)

6.4
(43.5)

Precipitation
mm (inches)

46.6
(1.835)

34.5
(1.358)

38.3
(1.508)

41.2
(1.622)

46.0
(1.811)

51.5
(2.028)

47.5
(1.87)

50.8
(2)

53.5
(2.106)

59.0
(2.323)

52.8
(2.079)

46.4
(1.827)

568.1
(22.366)

Mean monthly
sunshine hours

58.3 77.1 110.7 152.5 179.4 176.7 187.6 182.6 139.5 113.9 66.7 49.3 1,494.5

Source: Met Office[65]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precipitation_%28meteorology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precipitation_%28meteorology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precipitation_%28meteorology%29
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Climate data for Cambridge NIAB, elevation 26m,1971–2000

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year

Average high
°C (°F)

7.0
(44.6)

7.4
(45.3)

10.2
(50.4)

12.6
(54.7)

16.5
(61.7)

19.4
(66.9)

22.2
(72)

22.3
(72.1)

18.9
(66)

14.6
(58.3)

9.9
(49.8)

7.8
(46)

14.1
(57.4)

Average low
°C (°F)

1.3
(34.3)

1.1
(34)

2.9
(37.2)

4.0
(39.2)

6.7
(44.1)

9.8
(49.6)

12.0
(53.6)

11.9
(53.4)

10.1
(50.2)

7.1
(44.8)

3.7
(38.7)

2.3
(36.1)

6.1
(43)

Precipitation
mm (inches)

45.0
(1.772)

32.7
(1.287)

41.5
(1.634)

43.1
(1.697)

44.5
(1.752)

53.8
(2.118)

38.2
(1.504)

48.8
(1.921)

51.0
(2.008)

53.8
(2.118)

51.1
(2.012)

50.0
(1.969)

553.5
(21.791)

Mean
monthly
sunshine

hours

55.5 72.6 107.0 145.8 189.7 180.0 191.3 186.9 141.6 115.0 68.1 47.7 1,501.2

Source: Met Office[66]

Demography
The demography in Cambridge changes considerably in and out of University term times, so can be hard to measure.
In the 2001 Census held during University term, 89.44% of Cambridge residents identified themselves as white,
compared with a national average of 92.12%.[67] Within the University, 84% of undergraduates and 80% of
post-graduates identify as white (including overseas students).[68]

Cambridge has a much higher than average proportion of people in the highest paid professional, managerial or
administrative jobs (32.6% vs. 23.5%)[69] and a much lower than average proportion of manual workers (27.6% vs.
40.2%).[69] In addition, a much higher than average proportion of people have a high level qualification (e.g. degree,
Higher National Diploma, Masters and PhDs), (41.2% vs. 19.7%).[70]

Historical population of Cambridge

Year Population

1749 6,131

1801 10,087

1811 11,108

1821 14,142

1831 20,917

1841 24,453

1851 27,815

1861 26,361

1871 30,078

1881 35,363

1891 36,983

1901 38,379

1911 40,027

1921 59,264

1931 66,789

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precipitation_%28meteorology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=United_Kingdom_Census_2001
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=White_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Higher_National_Diploma
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1951 81,500

1961 95,527

1971 99,168

1981 87,209

1991 107,496

2001 108,863

2010 125,700

Local census 1749[71] Census: Regional District 1801–1901[72] Civil Parish 1911–1961[73] District 1971–2011[74]

Economy
The town's river link to the surrounding agricultural land, and good road connections to London in the south meant
Cambridge has historically served as an important regional trading post. King Henry I granted Cambridge a
monopoly on river trade, enabling this area of the economy to flourish.[75] The town market provided for trade in a
wide variety of goods and annual trading fairs such as Stourbridge Fair and Midsummer Fair were visited by
merchants from across the country. The river was described in an account of 1748 as being "often so full of
[merchant boats] that the navigation thereof is stopped for some time".[76] For example, 2000 firkins of butter were
brought up the river every Monday from the agricultural lands to the North East, particularity Norfolk, to be
unloaded in the town for road transportation to London.[76] Changing patterns of retail distribution and the advent of
the railways led to a decline in Cambridge's importance as a market town.[77]

Today Cambridge has a diverse economy with strength in sectors such as research & development, software
consultancy, high value engineering, creative industries, pharmaceuticals and tourism.[78] Described as one of the
"most beautiful cities in the world" by Forbes in 2010,[79] tourism generates over £350 million for the city's
economy.[80]

Cambridge and its surrounds are sometimes referred to as Silicon Fen, an allusion to Silicon Valley, because of the
density of high-tech businesses and technology incubators that have developed on science parks around the city.
Many of these parks and buildings are owned or leased by university colleges, and the companies often have been
spun out of the university.[81] Cambridge Science Park, which is the largest commercial R&D centre in Europe, is
owned by Trinity College;[82][83] St John's is the landlord of St John's Innovation Centre.[84] Spinout companies
include Abcam, CSR, ARM Limited, CamSemi, Jagex and Sinclair.[85] Microsoft chose to locate its Microsoft
Research UK offices in a University of Cambridge technology park, separate from the main Microsoft UK campus in
Reading.
Cambridge was also the home of Pye Ltd., founded in 1898 by W. G. Pye who worked in the Cavendish Laboratory,
it begun by supplying the University and later specialised in wireless telegraphy equipment, radios, televisions and
also defence equipment.[22] Pye Ltd evolved into several other companies including TETRA radio equipment
manufacturer Pye Telecommunications. Another major business is Marshall Aerospace located on the eastern edge
of the city. The Cambridge Network keeps businesses in touch with each other. The FTSE100 software company
Autonomy Corporation is located at the Business Park on Cowley Road.
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Transport

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway

Because of its rapid growth in the 20th century, Cambridge has a
congested road network.[86] The M11 motorway from east London
terminates to the north-west of the city where it joins the A14, a major
freight route which connects the port of Felixstowe on the east coast
with the Midlands. The A428 connects the city with Bedford and St
Neots, and the A1303 to Newmarket and beyond to Colchester.

As a university town lying on fairly flat ground and with traffic
congestion, Cambridge has the highest level of cycle use in the UK.[87]

According to the 2001 census, 25% of residents travelled to work by
bicycle.

Cambridge has several bus services including routes linking five Park and Ride sites all of which operate seven days
a week and are aimed at encouraging motorists to park near the city's edge.[88] Since 7 August 2011, the
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway has bus services running into the centre of Cambridge from St Ives and
Huntingdon.
Cambridge railway station has direct rail links to London with termini at London King's Cross (via the Cambridge
Line and the East Coast Main Line) and Liverpool Street (on the West Anglia Main Line). There is a non-stop train
to King's Cross every half-hour during off-peak hours, with a typical 50-minute journey time.[89] Trains also run to
King's Lynn and Ely (via the Fen Line), Norwich (via the Breckland Line), Leicester, Birmingham New Street,
Ipswich and London Stansted Airport. A second station, Cambridge Science Park, is due to open in 2015.[90]

Cambridge also has its own airport, Cambridge Airport used mainly by business, leisure and training flights, and to
fly in aircraft for maintenance.[91][92][93]

Education
Cambridge's two universities,[94] the collegiate University of Cambridge and the local campus of Anglia Ruskin
University, serve around 30,000 students, by some estimates.[95] Cambridge University estimated its 2007/08 student
population at 17,662,[96] and Anglia Ruskin reports 24,000 students across its two campuses (one of which is outside
Cambridge, in Chelmsford) for the same period.[97] State provision in the further education sector includes Hills
Road Sixth Form College, Long Road Sixth Form College, and Cambridge Regional College.
Both state and independent schools serve Cambridge pupils from nursery to secondary school age. State schools are
administered by Cambridgeshire County Council, which maintains 251 schools in total,[98] 35 of them in Cambridge
city.[99] Netherhall School, Chesterton Community College, the Parkside Federation (comprising Parkside
Community College and Coleridge Community College), Manor Community College and the Christian
inter-denominational St. Bede's School provide comprehensive secondary education.[100] Many other pupils from the
Cambridge area attend village colleges, an educational institution unique to Cambridgeshire, which serve as
secondary schools during the day and adult education centres outside of school hours.[101] Independent schools in the
city include The Perse School, The Stephen Perse Foundation - Stephen Perse Sixth Form College, Perse Girls
Senior School, Perse Girls Junior School, Stephen Perse Pre-Prep, St Mary's School and The Leys School.[102]
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Culture

Sport

Punting on the River Cam is a popular recreation
in Cambridge

Football

Cambridge played a unique role in the invention of modern football:
the game's first set of rules were drawn up by members of the
University in 1848. The Cambridge Rules were first played on Parker's
Piece and had a "defining influence on the 1863 Football Association
rules." which again were first played on Parker's Piece.[103]

The city is home to Cambridge United F.C., who played in the Football
League at the Abbey Stadium from 1970 to 2005, when they were
relegated to Conference National, the division in which they currently
compete. When relegation became inevitable the club was placed in
administration with substantial debts, but it emerged from
administration in time for the 2005–06 season. The club's biggest success came in the early 1990s, with two
successive promotions, two successive FA Cup quarter-final appearances, a run to the Football League Cup
quarter-finals, and reaching the brink of promotion to the new Premier League.

The city's other football clubs are Cambridge City F.C. who play in the Southern Football League Premier Division
at the City Ground in Chesterton and Cambridge Regional College F.C. who are currently members of the Eastern
Counties League Premier Division and play at the Abbey Stadium. Histon, just north of Cambridge, is home to
Conference North side Histon F.C. and Cambridge University Press F.C. of the Eastern Counties League First
Division.

Cricket

As well as being the home of the Cambridge Rules in football, Parker's Piece was used for first-class cricket matches
from 1817 to 1864.[104] The University of Cambridge's Cricket ground, Fenner's, is located in the city and is one of
the home grounds for minor counties team Cambridgeshire CCC.[105] There are seven amateur cricket clubs within
the city: Cambridge Granta, Camden, Cambridge St Giles, New Chesterton Institute, Fen Ditton, Romsey Town and
Cherry Hinton.[106]

Rugby

The city is represented in both codes of Rugby football. Rugby Union club Cambridge R.U.F.C. play in National
Division One at their home ground, Volac park on Grantchester Road in the southwest corner of the city. Cambridge
Eagles Rugby League team play in the National Conference League East Section during the summer months.

Watersports

The River Cam running through the city centre is used for boating. The University has its own rowing club,
Cambridge University Boat Club, and most of the individual colleges have boathouses on the river. The main focus
of university rowing life are the two sets of bumps races held at the end of the Lent and Easter terms.
Cambridgeshire Rowing Association was formed in 1868 and organises competitive rowing on the river outside of
the University.[107] Shallower parts of the Cam are used for recreational punting, a type of boating in which the craft
is propelled by pushing against the river bed with a quant pole.
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Other sports

Cambridge is home to two Real Tennis courts out of just 42 in the world at Cambridge University Real Tennis
Club.[108] British American Football League club Cambridgeshire Cats play at Coldham's Common. After a 10 year
hiatus, the resurrected Cambridge Royals Baseball Club will also be once again competing in the British Baseball
Federation in 2011.[109] Cambridge has two cycling clubs Team Cambridge[110] and Cambridge Cycling Club.[111]

Cambridge & Coleridge Athletic Club[112] is the city's track and field club, based at the University of Cambridge's
Wilberforce Road track.
Motorcycle speedway racing took place at the Greyhound Stadium in Newmarket Road in 1939 and the
contemporary local press carried meeting reports and photographs of racing. It is not known if this venue operated in
other years. The team raced as Newmarket as the meetings were organised by the Newmarket Motorcycle Club. The
Romsey Town Rollerbillies play roller derby.[113] City of Cambridge Swimming Club is also a very successful club,
based at Parkside Swimming Pool.

Varsity sports

Cambridge is also known for its university sporting events against Oxford, especially the rugby union Varsity Match
and the Boat Race.

Theatre

Cambridge's main traditional theatre is the Arts Theatre, a venue with 666 seats in the town centre.[114] The theatre
often has touring shows, as well as those by local companies. The largest venue in the city to regular hold theatrical
performances is the Cambridge Corn Exchange with a capacity of 1800 standing or 1200 seated. Housed within the
city's 19th century former corn exchange building the venue was used for a variety of additional functions
throughout the 20th century including tea parties, motor shows, sports matches and a music venue with temporary
stage.[115] The City Council renovated the building in the 1980s, turning it into a full-time arts venue, hosting
theatre, dance and music performances.[115]

Left frame 

Right frame 

Parallel view (  )

Cross-eye view (  )

Cambridge Leisure Park (The Junction is the building behind the signs).

The newest theatre venue in Cambridge is the 220-seat J2, also known as The Shed, part of the Junction complex in
Cambridge Leisure Park. The venue was opened in 2005 and hosts live music, comedy and night clubs as well as
traditional and contemporary theatre and dance[116]

The ADC Theatre is managed by the University of Cambridge, and typically has 3 shows a week during term time. It
hosts the Cambridge University Footlights Dramatic Club which has produced many notable figures in British
comedy. The Mumford Theatre is part of Anglia Ruskin University, and hosts shows by both student and non student
groups. There are also a number of venues within the colleges.
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Literature and film

The city has been the setting for all or part of several novels, including Douglas Adams' Dirk Gently's Holistic
Detective Agency, Rose Macaulay's They Were Defeated,[117] Kate Atkinson's Case Histories,[118] Rebecca Stott's
Ghostwalk[119] and Robert Harris's Enigma,[120][121] while Susanna Gregory wrote a series of novels set in
14th-century Cambridge.[122] Gwen Raverat, the granddaughter of Charles Darwin, talked about her late Victorian
Cambridge childhood in her memoir Period Piece and The Night Climbers of Cambridge is a book written by Noel
Symington under the pseudonym "Whipplesnaith" about nocturnal climbing on the Colleges and town buildings of
Cambridge in the 1930s.[123]

A significant portion of E.M. Forster's Maurice (novel) took place on the campus of the University of Cambridge set
during the Edwardian period of the early 20th Century. The experience of university life for the two protagonists was
an integral element to the development of later events in the story. The cinematic version Maurice (film) produced
by Merchant Ivory Productions had many scenes filmed on location at the University of Cambridge.
Fictionalised versions of Cambridge appear in Philippa Pearce's Tom's Midnight Garden and Minnow on the Say, the
city renamed as Castleford, and as the home of Tom Sharpe's fictional "Porterhouse College".[124]

Music

Popular music

Pink Floyd are the most notable band from Cambridge. The band's former songwriter, guitarist and vocalist Syd
Barrett was born and lived in the city, and he and another founding member, Roger Waters, went to school together
at Cambridgeshire High School for Boys. David Gilmour, the guitarist who replaced Barrett, was also a Cambridge
resident and attended the nearby Perse School. Other bands who were formed in Cambridge include Henry Cow,
Katrina and the Waves, The Soft Boys,[125] Ezio[126] Horace X,[127] The Broken Family Band,[128] and the
pop-classical group King's Singers, who were formed at the University.[129] Solo artists Boo Hewerdine[130] and
Robyn Hitchcock[131] are from Cambridge, as are Drum and bass artists (and brothers) Nu:Tone and Logistics.
Singers Matthew Bellamy,[132] of the rock band Muse, and Olivia Newton-John[133] were born in the city.
Singer-songwriter Nick Drake, Colin Greenwood of Radiohead and Manchester music mogul Tony Wilson, the
founder of Factory Records, were all educated at the University of Cambridge.

Festivals and events

Strawberry Fair

Several fairs and festivals take place in Cambridge, mostly during the
British summer. Midsummer Fair dates back to 1211, when it was
granted a charter by King John.[134] Today it exists primarily as an
annual funfair with the vestige of a market attached and is held over
several days around or close to midsummers day. On the first Saturday
in June Midsummer Common is also the site for Strawberry Fair, a free
music and children's fair, with a series of market stalls. For one week
in May, on nearby Jesus Green, the annual Cambridge Beer Festival is
held. Started in 1974, it is Britain's second largest beer festival outside
London. 90,000 pints of beer and a tonne of cheese were served in
2009.[135]

Cambridge Folk Festival, one of the largest festivals of folk music in the UK, is held annually in the grounds of 
Cherry Hinton Hall on the outskirts of the city. The festival has been organised by the city council since its inception 
in 1964. The Cambridge Summer Music Festival is an annual festival of classical music, held in the University's 
colleges and chapels.[136] The Cambridge Shakespeare Festival is an eight-week season of open-air performances of 
the works of William Shakespeare, held in the gardens of various colleges of the university.[137] Started in 1977, the
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Cambridge Film Festival was held annually in July, but moved to September in 2008 to avoid a clash with the
rescheduled Edinburgh Film Festival.[138]

Public services

Addenbrooke's Hospital

Cambridge is served by Cambridge University Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust, with several smaller medical centres around the city
and a general hospital at Addenbrookes. Addenbrookes is a learning
and teaching hospital, one of the largest in the United Kingdom, and
functions as a centre for medical research.

The East of England Ambulance Service covers the city and has an
ambulance station on Hills Road.[139] The smaller Brookfields Hospital
stands on Mill Road.[140] Cambridgeshire Constabulary provides the
city's policing; the main police station is at Parkside,[141] adjacent to
the city's fire station, operated by Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue
Service.[142]

Cambridge Water Company supplies water services to the city,[143] while Anglian Water provides sewerage
services.[144] For the supply of electricity, Cambridge is part of the East of England region, for which the distribution
network operator is UK Power Networks.[145] The city has no power stations, though a five-metre wind turbine, part
of a Cambridge Regional College development, can be seen in King's Hedges.[146]

Following the Public Libraries Act 1850 the city's first public library, located on Jesus Lane, was opened in
1855.[147] It was moved to the Guildhall in 1862,[147] and is now located in the Grand Arcade shopping centre. The
library was reopened in September 2009,[148] after having been closed for refurbishment for 33 months, more than
twice as long as was forecast when the library closed for redevelopment in January 2007.[148][149]

Religion

Great St Mary's Church marks the centre of
Cambridge, while the Senate House on the left is
the centre of the University. Gonville and Caius

College is in the background.

Cambridge has a number of churches, some of which form a
significant part of the city's architectural landscape. Like the rest of
Cambridgeshire it is part of the Anglican Diocese of Ely.[150] A
Cambridge-based family and youth organisation, Romsey Mill, had its
centre re-dedicated in 2007 by the Archbishop of York, and is quoted
as an example of best practice in a study[151] into social inclusion by
the East of England Regional Assembly.

Great St Mary's Church has the status of "University Church".[152]

Many of the University colleges contain chapels that hold services
according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, while
the chapel of St Edmund's College is Roman Catholic.[153] The city
also has a number of theological colleges training clergy for ordination
into a number of denominations, with affiliations to both the University of Cambridge and Anglia Ruskin University.

Cambridge is in the Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia and is served by the large Gothic Revival Our Lady and
the English Martyrs Church at the junction of Hills Road and Lensfield Road. There is a Russian Orthodox church
under the Diocese of Sourozh who worship at the chapel of Westcott House,[154] and a Greek Orthodox church under
the Archdiocese of Thyateira and Great Britain.[155] There are three Quaker Meetings in Cambridge, located on Jesus
Lane, Hartington Grove, and a Meeting called "Oast House" that meets in Pembroke College.[156]
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An Orthodox synagogue and Jewish student centre is located on Thompson's Lane, operated jointly by the
Cambridge Traditional Jewish Congregation and the Cambridge University Jewish Society, which is affiliated to the
Union of Jewish Students.[157][158] The Beth Shalom Reform synagogue which previously met at a local school,[159]

has recently purchased land to construct a purpose-built synagogue building.[160] There is also a student-led
egalitarian minyan which holds services on Friday evenings.
The Abu Bakr Jamia Islamic Centre on Mawson Road and the Omar Faruque Mosque and Cultural Centre in Kings
Hedges[161] serve the city's community of around 4,000 Muslims until a planned new mosque is built.[162]

A Buddhist centre was opened in the former Barnwell Theatre on Newmarket Road in 1998.[163] In 2005 local
Hindus began fundraising to build a shrine at the Bharat Bhavan Indian cultural centre off Mill Road[164] where
Hindu groups conduct worship.[165] The shrine was completed in 2010.[166]

Twinned cities
Cambridge is twinned with two cities. Like Cambridge, both have universities and are also similar in population;
Heidelberg, Germany since 1965,[167] and Szeged, Hungary since 1987.[167]

Panoramic photo gallery
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King's Parade

Silver Street
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External links
• Cambridge City Council (http:/ / www. cambridge. gov. uk/ )
• Cambridge travel guide from Wikitravel
• The Cambridge Market Place Webcam (http:/ / www. camplus. co. uk/ webcam. htm)
• The Cambridge Time Traveller History Site (http:/ / www. cambridgetimetraveller. com/ )
• Cambridgeshire Association for Local History (http:/ / calh. org. uk/ )
• Cambridgeshire Community Archives (http:/ / ccan. co. uk/ )
• The official tourism website for Cambridge (http:/ / www. visitcambridge. org)
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Canterbury Castle

Canterbury Castle

The interior of Canterbury Castle

Location within Kent

General information

Town or city Canterbury, Kent

Country England

Coordinates 51°16′32″N 1°04′29″E

Canterbury Castle is a Norman Castle in Canterbury, Kent, England (grid reference TR14545743).[1] It is ten
minutes walk from Canterbury East Station and main bus station around City Wall.
Canterbury Castle was one of the three original Royal castles of Kent (the other two being Rochester Castle and
Dover Castle). They were all built soon after the Battle of Hastings, on the main Roman road from Dover to London.
This was the route taken by William the Conqueror in October 1066, and they were built originally as
motte-and-bailey castles to guard this important route.[2]

Phases

Norman era

A wooden motte and bailey castle was erected in 1066 - its motte may be the mound which is still visible in the Dane
John gardens near the stone castle (which may in turn be a Roman burial mound), with Dane John deriving from
donjon.

Stone castle

The great stone keep was largely constructed in the reign of Henry I as one of three Royal castles in Kent. This 
massive structure, which has dimensions of about 98 by 85 feet externally at the base, was originally probably at 
least 80 feet high. It is mainly made of flint and sandstone rubble. By the 13th century the castle had become the
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county gaol. It was given up to the invading French in the First Barons' War. In 1380 a new gate was built.[3]

By the 19th century it had been obtained by a gas company and used as a storage centre for gas for many years,
during which time the top floor was destroyed.

Tourist attraction

The Castle is now owned by the local authority and is open to the public all year round and is now one of the biggest
tourist attractions in Canterbury following behind the Cathederal.

Images of Canterbury Castle

Canterbury Castle built between
1100 and 1135.

The stone keep of Canterbury
Castle

The mound in Dane John
gardens - a probable motte

Canterbury Castle
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Canterbury Cathedral

Canterbury Cathedral

Cathedral and Metropolitical Church of Christ at Canterbury

Canterbury Cathedral from the city entrance

51°16′47″N 1°04′59″E

Location Canterbury, Kent

Country United Kingdom

Denomination Church of England

Website [1]

History

Consecrated 1070

Architecture

Style Romanesque, Gothic

Years built 1070-1834 (last major alteration)

Specifications

Length 157 metres (515 ft)

Nave length 178 feet (54 m)

Choir length 180 feet (55 m)

Nave width 71 feet (22 m)

Nave height 80 feet (24 m)

Choir height 71 feet (22 m)

Number of towers 3

Tower height 72 metres (236 ft) (crossing)[2]

Number of spires 1 (now lost)

Spire height 58 metres (190 ft) (north west tower - demolished 1705)

Administration
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Dean The Very Revd Robert Willis

Precentor The Revd David Mackenzie Mills

Canon Chancellor The Revd Canon Christopher Irvine

Canon Pastor The Revd Canon Clare Edwards

Canon Treasurer The Revd Canon Edward Condry

Archdeacon The Ven Sheila Watson

The archiepiscopal throne in
Canterbury Cathedral

Canterbury Cathedral, St. Augustine's Abbey,
and St. Martin's Church *
UNESCO World Heritage Site

Country United Kingdom

Type Cultural

Criteria i, ii, vi

Reference 496 [3]

Region ** Europe and North America

Inscription history
Inscription 1988 (12th Session)

* Name as inscribed on World Heritage List [2]

** Region as classified by UNESCO [3]

Canterbury Cathedral in Canterbury, Kent, is one of the oldest and most famous Christian structures in England
and forms part of a World Heritage Site. It is the cathedral of the Archbishop of Canterbury, leader of the Church of
England and symbolic leader of the worldwide Anglican Communion. Its formal title is the Cathedral and

Metropolitical Church of Christ at Canterbury.
Founded in 597, the cathedral was completely rebuilt 1070-77. The east end was greatly enlarged at the beginning of
the twelfth century, and largely rebuilt in the Gothic style following a fire in 1174. The Norman nave and transepts
survived until the late fourteenth century, when they were demolished to make way for the present structures.
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History

Foundation

The cathedral's first archbishop was Augustine of Canterbury, previously abbot of St. Andrew's Benedictine Abbey
in Rome. He was sent by Pope Gregory the Great in 596 as a missionary to the Anglo-Saxons. Augustine founded
the cathedral in 597 and dedicated it to Jesus Christ, the Holy Saviour.[4]

Augustine also founded the Abbey of St. Peter and Paul outside the city walls. This was later rededicated to St.
Augustine himself and was for many centuries the burial place of the successive archbishops. The abbey is part of
the World Heritage Site of Canterbury, along with the cathedral and the ancient Church of St. Martin.

Anglo-Saxon cathedral

Bede recorded that Augustine reused a former Roman church. The oldest remains found during excavations beneath
the present nave in 1993 were, however, parts of the foundations of an Anglo-Saxon building, which had been
constructed across a Roman road.[5][6] They indicate that the original church consisted of a nave, possibly with a
narthex, and side-chapels to the north and south. A smaller subsidiary building was found to the south-west of these
foundations.[6]

During the ninth or tenth century this church was replaced by a larger structure (49 m. by 23 m.) with a squared west
end. It appears to have had a square central tower.[6] The eleventh century chronicler Eadmer, who had known the
Saxon cathedral as a boy, wrote that, in its arrangement, it resembled St Peter's in Rome, indicating that it was of
basilican form, with an eastern apse.[7]

During the reforms of Archbishop St. Dunstan (c909-988), a Benedictine abbey named Christ Church Priory was
added to the cathedral. But the formal establishment as a monastery seems to date to c.997 and the community only
became fully monastic from Lanfranc's time onwards (with monastic constitutions addressed by him to prior Henry).
St. Dunstan was buried on the south side of the High Altar.
The cathedral was badly damaged during Danish raids on Canterbury in 1011. The Archbishop, Alphege, was held
hostage by the raiders and eventually killed at Greenwich on 19 April 1012, the first of Canterbury's five martyred
archbishops. After this Lyfing (1013–1020) and Aethelnoth (1020–1038) added a western apse as an oratory of St.
Mary.
The 1993 excavations revealed that the apse was polygonal and flanked by hexagonal towers, forming a westwork. It
housed the archbishop's throne, with an altar of St Mary just to the east. The arcade walls were strengthened and
towers added to the eastern corners at around the time the westwork was built.[6]

Norman period

The cathedral was destroyed by fire in 1067, a year after the Norman Conquest. Rebuilding began in 1070 under the
first Norman archbishop, Lanfranc (1070–1077). He cleared the ruins and reconstructed the cathedral to a design
based closely on that of the Abbey of St. Etienne in Caen, where he had previously been abbot, using stone brought
from France. The new church was a cruciform building, with an aisled nave of nine bays, a pair of towers at the west
end, transepts with apsidal chapels, a low crossing tower, and a short choir ending in three apses. It was dedicated in
1077.[8]

Following the election of Prior Ernulf in 1096, Lanfranc's inadequate east end was demolished, and replaced with an
eastern arm 198 feet long, doubling the length of the cathedral. It was raised above a large and elaborately decorated
crypt. Ernulf was succeeded as prior in 1107 by Conrad, who completed the work by 1126. The new choir took the
form of a complete church in itself, with its own transepts; the east end was semicircular in plan, with three chapels
opening off an ambulatory[8]
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As with many Romanesque church buildings, the interior of the choir was richly embellished.[9] William of
Malmesbury wrote: "Nothing like it could be seen in England either for the light of its glass windows, the gleaming
of its marble pavements, or the many-coloured paintings which led the eyes to the panelled ceiling above."[9]

Though named after the sixth century founding archbishop, The Chair of St. Augustine may date from the Norman
period. Its first recorded use is in 1205.

Martyrdom of Thomas Becket

Image of Thomas Becket from a stained glass window

A pivotal moment in the history of
Canterbury Cathedral was the murder of
Thomas Becket in the north-west transept
(also known as the Martyrdom) on Tuesday
29 December 1170 by knights of King
Henry II. The king had frequent conflicts
with the strong-willed Becket and is said to
have exclaimed in frustration, "Who will rid
me of this turbulent priest?" The knights
took it literally and murdered Becket in his
own cathedral. Becket was the second of
four Archbishops of Canterbury who were
murdered (see also Alphege).

The income from pilgrims (such as those
portrayed in Geoffrey Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales") who visited Becket's shrine, which was regarded as a place of
healing, largely paid for the subsequent rebuilding of the Cathedral and its associated buildings. This revenue
included the sale of pilgrim badges depicting Becket, his martyrdom, or his shrine.

The shrine was removed in 1538. Henry VIII summoned the dead saint to court to face charges of treason. In his
absence, he was found guilty, and the treasures of his shrine confiscated, carried away in two coffers and twenty-six
carts.[10]
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Rebuilding of the choir

The 12th century choir

In September 1174 the choir was severely damaged by fire,
necessitating a major reconstruction,[11] the progress of which was
recorded in detail by a monk named Gervase.[12] The crypt survived
the fire intact,[13] and it was found possible to retain the outer walls,
which were increased in height by 12 feet (3.7 m) in the course of the
rebuilding, but with the round-headed form of their windows left
unchanged.[14] Everything else was replaced in the new Gothic style,
with pointed arches, rib vaulting and flying buttresses. The limestone
used was imported from Caen in Normandy, and Purbeck marble was
used for the shafting. The choir was back in use by 1180, and in that
year the remains of St Dunstan and St Alphege were moved there from
the crypt.[11]

The master-mason appointed to rebuild the choir was a Frenchman,
Willam of Sens. Following his injury in a fall from the scaffolding in
1179 he was replaced by one of his former assistants, known as
"William the Englishman".[11]

In 1180-4, in place of the old, square-ended, eastern chapel, the present
Trinity chapel was constructed, a broad extension with an ambulatory

designed to house the shrine of St Thomas Becket. A further chapel, circular in plan, was added beyond that to house
further relics of Becket,[11] widely believed to have included the top of his skull, struck off in the course of his
assassination. This latter chapel became known as the "Corona" or "Beckett's Crown".[15] These new parts east of the
choir transepts were was raised on a higher crypt than Ernulf's choir, necessitating flights of steps between the two
levels. Work was completed in 1184, although the shrine was not installed until 1220.[11] Over time other significant
burials took place in this area such as those of Edward Plantagenet (The 'Black Prince') and King Henry IV.

Monastic buildings

Plan of Canterbury Cathedral showing the richly complicated ribbing of the
Perpendicular vaulting in the nave and transepts

A bird's-eye view of Canterbury Cathedral and
its monastic buildings, made in about 1165[16]

and known as the "waterworks plan" is preserved
in the Eadwine Psalter in the library of Trinity
College, Cambridge.[17] It shows the same
general principles of arrangement common to all
Benedictine monasteries, although, unusually,
the cloister and monastic buildings were to the
north, rather than the south of the church. There
was a separate chapter-house.[16]

The buildings formed separate groups. Around the church. Adjoining it, on the north side, stood the cloister and the
group of buildings devoted to the monastic life. To the east and west of these were those devoted to the exercise of
hospitality.[16]

To the north a large open court divided the monastic buildings from menial ones, such as the stables, granaries, barn,
bakehouse, brew house and laundries, inhabited by the lay servants of the establishment. At the greatest possible
distance from the church, beyond the precinct of the monastery, was the eleemosynary department. The almonry for
the relief of the poor, with a great hall annexed, formed the paupers' hospitium.[16]
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The group of buildings devoted to monastic life included two cloisters. The great cloister was surrounded by the
buildings essentially connected with the daily life of the monks,-- the church to the south, with the refectory placed
as always on the side opposite, the dormitory, raised on a vaulted undercroft, and the chapter-house adjacent, and the
lodgings of the cellarer, responsible for providing both monks and guests with food, to the west. A passage under the
dormitory lead eastwards to the smaller or infirmary cloister, appropriated to sick and infirm monks.[16]

The hall and chapel of the infirmary extended east of this cloister, resembling in form and arrangement the nave and
chancel of an aisled church. Beneath the dormitory, overlooking the green court or herbarium, lay the "pisalis" or
"calefactory," the common room of the monks. At its north-east corner access was given from the dormitory to the
necessarium, a building in the form of a Norman hall, 145 ft (44 m) long by 25 broad (44.2 m × 7.6 m), containing
fifty-five seats. It was constructed with careful regard to hygiene, with a stream of water running through it from end
to end.[16]

A second smaller dormitory for the conventual officers ran from east to west . Close to the refectory, but outside the
cloisters, were the domestic offices connected with it: to the north, the kitchen, 47 ft (14 m) square (200 m2), with a
pyramidal roof, and the kitchen court; to the west, the butteries, pantries, etc. The infirmary had a small kitchen of its
own. Opposite the refectory door in the cloister were two lavatories, where the monks washed before and after
eating.[16]

The buildings devoted to hospitality were divided into three groups. The prior's group "entered at the south-east
angle of the green court, placed near the most sacred part of the cathedral, as befitting the distinguished ecclesiastics
or nobility who were assigned to him." The cellarer's buildings, where ordinary visitors of the middle class were
entertained, were near the west end of the nave, . The inferior pilgrims and paupers were relegated to the north hall
or almonry, just within the gate.[16]

View from the north west circa 1890-1900.

Priors of Christ Church Priory included John of Sittingbourne (elected
1222, previously a monk of the priory) and William Chillenden,
(elected 1264, previously monk and treasurer of the priory).[18] The
monastery was granted the right to elect their own prior if the seat was
vacant by the pope, and — from Gregory IX onwards — the right to a
free election (though with the archbishop overseeing their choice).
Monks of the priory have included Æthelric I, Æthelric II, Walter
d'Eynsham, Reginald fitz Jocelin (admitted as a confrater shortly
before his death), Nigel de Longchamps and Ernulf. The monks often
put forward candidates for Archbishop of Canterbury, either from
among their number or outside, since the archbishop was nominally
their abbot, but this could lead to clashes with the king and/or pope should they put forward a different man —
examples are the elections of Baldwin of Forde and Thomas Cobham.
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Fourteenth to sixteenth centuries

The Perpendicular-style nave

Early in the fourteenth century, Prior Eastry erected a stone choir
screen, and his successor, Prior Oxenden inserted a large five-light
window into St Anselm's chapel.[19]

In 1377, work began on replacing the Norman nave and transepts, and
crossing piers. The old apsidal transept chapels were retained, until
their replacement in the following century. The nave was demolished,
and rebuilt from the west end[19] on the old foundations,[20] but in the
Perpendicular style, with the aisle arches exceptionally high in
proportion to the clerestory.[19] Transepts, aisles and nave were roofed
with lierne vaults, enriched with bosses. Most of the work was done
during the priorate of Thomas Chillenden (1391–1411): Chillenden
also built a choir screen at the east end of the nave, into which Eastry's
screen was incorporated.[19]

The cathedral was seriously damaged by the severe earthquake of
1382, losing its bells and campanile.
A shortage of money, and the priority given to the rebuilding of the

cloisters and chapter-house meant that the rebuilding of the west towers was neglected. The south-west tower was
not rebuilt until 1458, and the Norman north-west tower survived until 1834, when it was replaced by a replica of its
Perpendicular companion.[19]

Around 1430 the south transept apse was removed to make way for a chapel, founded by Lady Margaret Holland and
dedicated to St Michael and All Angels. The apse of the north transept was replaced by a Lady Chapel, built in
1448-55.[19]

The 235 foot crossing tower was begun in 1433, although preparations had been made during Chillenden's priorate,
when the piers had been reinforced. Further strengthening was found necessary around the beginning of the sixteenth
century, when buttressing arches were added under the southern and western tower arches. The tower is often known
as the "Angel Steeple", after a gilded angel that one stood on on of its pinnacles.[19]
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Dissolution of the monastery

The west front in 1821 showing the Norman
north west tower prior to rebuilding, (coloured

engraving)

The cathedral ceased to be an abbey during the Dissolution of the
Monasteries when all religious houses were suppressed. Canterbury
surrendered in March 1539, and reverted to its previous status of 'a
college of secular canons'. The New Foundation came into being on 8
April 1541.[21]

In 1688, the joiner Roger Davis, citizen of London, removed the 13th
century misericords and replaced them with two rows of his own work
on each side of the choir. Some of Davis's misericords have a distinctly
medieval flavour and he may have copied some of the original designs.
When Sir George Gilbert Scott performed his renovations in the 19th
century, he ripped out the front row of Davis misericords, replacing
them with his own designs, which themselves seem to contain many
copies of the misericords at Gloucester Cathedral, Worcester Cathedral
and New College, Oxford.

Eighteenth century to the present

The original Norman northwest tower, which had a lead spire until
1705,[22] was demolished in 1834, due to structural concerns.[19] It was
replaced with a Perpendicular-style twin of the southwest tower, now known as the "Arundel Tower"'. This was the
last major structural alteration to the cathedral to be made.

The cathedral is the Regimental Church of the Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment.

Appeal

Icon of the Melanesian Martyrs at Canterbury
Cathedral

In 2006, a new fundraising appeal to raise £50 million was launched to
much media attention under the dramatic banner Save Canterbury
Cathedral.
The Canterbury Cathedral Appeal was launched to protect and enhance
Canterbury Cathedral's future as a religious, heritage and cultural
centre. Every five years the cathedral carries out a major structural
review. The last so-called Quinquennial made it very clear that a
combination of centuries of weathering, pollution and constant use had
taken its toll on the building and there were some serious problems at
Canterbury Cathedral that needed urgent action.

Much of the cathedral's stonework is damaged and crumbling, the roofs
are leaking and much of the stained glass is badly corroded. It is thought that if action is not taken now, the rate of
decay and damage being inflicted on the building will increase dramatically with potentially disastrous results,
including closure of large sections of the cathedral in order to guarantee the safety of the million plus worshippers,
pilgrims and tourists who visit the cathedral every year.
As well as restoring much of the historic beauty of the cathedral, the appeal aims to fund enhancements to visitor
facilities and investment to build on the cathedral's significant musical tradition.
By November 2008, the current appeal had raised more than £9 million. Previous major appeals were run in the
1950s and 1970s.
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In the summer of 2009, stones in the South West Transept were discovered to have cracked around several iron
braces surrounding the Great South Window. The cracks are presumed to be the result of the metal expanding and
contracting in hot and cold weather, and have severely compromised the structure of the window. The transept was
immediately closed, in case the window were to collapse, while scaffolding was erected, and the area immediately in
front of the inside of the window was closed off and covered, to maintain access via the south door beneath it. This
area was given restoration priority immediately after the structural damage was discovered.

Foundation

The Norman crypt

The Foundation is the authorised staffing establishment
of the cathedral, few of whom are clergy. The head of
the cathedral is the dean, currently the Very Reverend
Robert Willis, who is assisted by a chapter of 24
canons, four of whom are residentiary, the others being
honorary appointments of senior clergy in the diocese.
There are also a number of lay canons who altogether
form the greater chapter which has the legal
responsibility both for the cathedral itself and also for
the formal election of an archbishop when there is a
vacancy-in-see. By English law and custom they may
only elect the person who has been nominated by the
monarch on the advice of the prime minister. The
Foundation also includes the choristers, lay clerks,
organists, King's Scholars, the Six Preachers and a range of other officers; some of these posts are moribund, such as
that of the cathedral barber. The cathedral has a full-time work force of 300 making it one of the largest employers in
the district and also has approximately 800 volunteers.

Bells

Great Dunstan

The cathedral has a total of twenty one bells in the three towers:
The South West Tower (Oxford Tower) contains the cathedral’s main
ring of bells, hung for change ringing in the English style. There are
fourteen bells – a ring of twelve with two semi-tones, which allow for
ringing on ten, eight or six bells while still remaining in tune. All of the
bells were cast in 1981 by the Whitechapel Bell Foundry from seven
bells of the old peal of twelve with new metal added, and re-hung in a
new frame. The length (draught) of the ropes was increased by
lowering the floor of the ringing chamber to the level of the south aisle
vault at the same time. The heaviest bell of this ring weighs 34cwt
(1.72 tonnes). The ringers practice on Thursday at 7.30pm.

The North West Tower (Arundel Tower) contains the cathedral’s clock
chime. The five quarter chimes were taken from the old peal of twelve
in the Oxford Tower (where the clock was originally), and hung from
beams in the Arundel Tower. The chimes are stuck on the eighth
Gregorian tone, which is also used at Merton College, Oxford. The
hour is struck on Great Dunstan, the largest bell in Kent 63cwt (3.2 tonnes), which is also swung on Sunday
mornings for Matins.
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In 1316 Prior Henry of Eastry, probably the Cathedral’s greatest single benefactor, gave a large bell dedicated to St
Thomas, which weighed 71½ cwt (3.63 tonnes). Later, in 1343, Prior Hathbrand gave bells dedicated to Jesus and St
Dunstan. At this time the bells in campanile were rehung and their names recorded as “Jesus”, “Dunstan”, “Mary”,
“Crundale”, “Elphy” (Alphege) and “Thomas”.
In the great earthquake of 1382 the campanile fell, destroying the first three named bells. Following its
reconstruction, the other three bells were rehung, together with two others, of whose casting no record remains.
The oldest bell in the cathedral is Bell Harry, which hangs in a cage atop the central tower to which the bell lends its
name. This bell was cast in 1635, and is struck at 8am and 9pm every day to announce the opening and closing of the
cathedral respectively, and also occasionally for services as a Sanctus bell.[23]

Library
The cathedral library has a collection of about 30,000 books and pamphlets printed before the 20th century and about
20,000 later books and serials. Many of the earlier books were acquired as part of donated collections. It is rich in
church history, older theology, British history (including local history), travel, science and medicine, and the
anti-slavery movement. The library's holdings are included in the online catalogue of the library of the University of
Kent.[24]

Organs and organists

Organ

Details of the organ from the National Pipe Organ Register [25]

Organists

• 1407 John Mounds[26] • 1598 George Marson[26] • 1803 Highmore Skeats[26]

• 1420 William Stanys[26] • 1631 Valentine Rother[26] • 1831 Thomas Jones[26]

• 1445 John Cranbroke[26] • 1640 Thomas Tunstall[26] • 1873 William Longhurst[26]

• 1499 Thomas [26] • 1661 Thomas Gibbes[26] • 1898 Harry Crane Perrin[26]

• 1534 John Wodynsborowe[26] • 1669 Richard Chomley[26] • 1908 Clement Charlton Palmer[26]

• 1547 William Selby[26] • 1692 Nicholas Wotton[26] • 1937 Gerald Hocken Knight[26]

• 1553 Thomas Bull[26] • 1697 William Porter[26] • 1953 Douglas Edward Hopkins[26]

• 1583 Matthew Godwin[26] • 1698 Daniel Henstridge[26] • 1956 Sidney Campbell[26]

• 1590 Thomas Stores[26] • 1736 William Raylton[26] • 1961 Allan Wicks[26]

• 1757 Samuel Porter[26] • 1988 David Flood[26]
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Assistant organists

•• William Henry Longhurst 1836 - 1873 (then organist)
• John Browning Lott 1873 - 1875 (later organist of Lichfield Cathedral)
• Herbert Austin Fricker 1884 - 1890[27]

•• J. Sterndale Grundy 1892 - ?
•• W. T. Harvey 1906 - 1909
•• Frank Charles Butcher
• Rene Soames 1918 - 1926[28]

•• Henry Frank Cole 1936 - 1938
• John Malcolm Tyler 1953 - 1956[29]

•• Gwilym Isaac 1956 - left 1964 (CCA-DCc-CA23)
•• Stephen Crisp 1964 - 1967 (CCA-DCc-CA23)
• Philip Moore 1968 - 1974 (later organist of York Minster)
• Stephen Darlington 1974 - 1978 (subsequently Master of Music, St Albans Cathedral, then Organist, Christ

Church, Oxford)
•• David Flood 1978 - 1986
• Michael Harris 1986 - 1996 (subsequently Organist and Master of the Music at St Giles' Cathedral)
• Timothy Noon 1997 - 2001 (later organist of St. David's Cathedral)
•• Matthew Martin 2001 - 2004
•• Robert Patterson 2005 - 2008
•• John Robinson 2008 - 2010
• Simon Lawford (acting assistant) September 2010 – 2011
• David Newsholme 2011–Present
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Cardiff Bay

Cardiff Bay
Welsh: Bae Caerdydd

The Bay or Tiger Bay

Cardiff Bay

  Cardiff Bay shown within Cardiff

Principal area Cardiff

Country Wales

Sovereign state United Kingdom

Post town CARDIFF

Postcode district CF10
Dialling code 029

EU Parliament Wales

Welsh Assembly Cardiff South & Penarth

Website http:/ / www. cardiffharbour. com/ Cardiff Harbour Authority [1] Visit Cardiff Bay

Cardiff Bay (Welsh: Bae Caerdydd) is the area created by the Cardiff Barrage in South Cardiff, the capital of
Wales. The regeneration of Cardiff Bay is now widely regarded as one of the most successful regeneration projects
in the United Kingdom.[2] The Bay is supplied by two rivers (Taff and Ely) to form a 500-acre (2 km2) freshwater
lake round the former dockland area south of the city centre. The Bay was formerly tidal, with access to the sea
limited to a couple of hours each side of high water but now provides 24 hour access through three locks.[3]
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History
Cardiff Bay played a major part in Cardiff’s development by being the means of exporting coal from the South
Wales Valleys to the rest of the world, helping to power the industrial age. The coal mining industry helped fund the
building of Cardiff into the Capital city of Wales and helped the Third Marquis of Bute, who owned the docks,
become the richest man in the world at the time.
As Cardiff exports grew, so did its population; dockworkers and sailors from across the world settled in
neighbourhoods close to the docks, known as Tiger Bay, and communities from up to 45 different nationalities,
including Norwegian, Somali, Yemeni, Spanish, Italian, Caribbean and Irish helped create the unique multicultural
character of the area.
After the Second World War most of the industry closed down and became derelict. But, in 1999, new life was
injected into the area by the building of the Cardiff Bay Barrage, one of the most controversial building projects of
the day but also one of the most successful.[4]

Development

Cardiff Bay in 2008

The Cardiff Bay Development Corporation (CBDC) was created in
1987 to stimulate the redevelopment of 1,100 hectares (2,700 acres) of
derelict land.[5] The Development Corporation aimed to attract private
capital by spending public money to improve the area. Despite
opposition by environmentalists and wildlife organisations, the
mudflats at the mouths of the River Taff and River Ely were inundated,
with loss of habitat for wading birds. The Barrage has created several
new habitats for freshwater species with the wetlands to the south of
the Hamadryad Park.

When the Development Corporation was wound up in on 31 March 2000, it had achieved many of its objectives. The
whole area was unrecognisable from ten years before. Much private land was now open to the public, particularly
around the inner harbour and the north side of Roath basin. Work is progressing to complete a 13 kilometre walkway
around the Bay and the Barrage has created a world-class environment. In addition, the development has enabled
land in the city centre to be redeveloped for higher-value uses.[6]

The development of "something like 1,250 apartments a year"[7] however might cause future problems. As at 2008
up to one third were not occupied. Critics such as Lorraine Barrett (AM Labour, Cardiff South and Penarth) say, the
flat complexes will not help to build up a community and too little attention has been paid to develop affordable
housing. With the recent falls in property values, sales in the area have become problematic. Therefore landlords
might be more willing to rent their places out to "people who may not be suited to that type of living."[8]

Connecting the Bay area to the centre of Cardiff was a primary goal when plans to develop the docklands were first
mooted. Original plans included a grand boulevard (similar to where Lloyd George Avenue is located now) with
high density commercial and residential units straddling both sides. This would have created significant demand for
quality public transport provisions facilitating connections to the new Bay area but public transport was often of poor
quality and, but there are now much improved connections through the Cardiff Bus BayCar service and rail service
from Cardiff Queen Street to Cardiff Bay railway station.
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Notable buildings

Pierhead Building (left) and Senedd
(right)

St David's Hotel

The St David's Hotel and Spa is a 5-star luxury hotel with commanding views
of the Bay and Penarth.[9] Built by Rocco Forte in 2000, the hotel was sold in
2007 to Principal-Haley hotels.

The Pierhead Building

The Pierhead was built in 1897 and designed by William Frame, who studied
under William Burges[10] It was formerly the headquarters of the Bute Dock
Company.

The Senedd

The Senedd is the National Assembly for Wales building which includes the debating chamber and committee
rooms.

Wales Millennium Centre

The Wales Millennium Centre, seen
from Roald Dahl Plass

The Wales Millennium Centre is home to the Welsh National Opera.

Norwegian Church

The Norwegian Church Arts Centre, is a rescued historic wooden church that
was rebuilt in 1992 and operates as a registered self funded not for profit
charity. It is managed by Cardiff Harbour Authority and is as a venue for small
concerts, art exhibitions, conferences, meetings and celebrations. .[11] When
living in Cardiff as a child, the famous children's author Roald Dahl attended
this church.

Craft in the Bay

Norwegian Church from the water

A refurbished Victorian dockside building houses Craft in the Bay, the home of
the Makers Guild in Wales.

Techniquest

Techniquest is an educational science & discovery centre, which also includes a
science theatre and planetarium.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3APierhead_Building_and_Senedd%2C_Cardiff_Bay.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St_David%27s_Hotel_%26_Spa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hotel_rating
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hotel
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pierhead_Building
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Burges
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bute_Docks
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bute_Docks
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Senedd
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_Assembly_for_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWales_Millennium_Centre_16-08-2005.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wales_Millennium_Centre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Welsh_National_Opera
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norwegian_Church%2C_Cardiff
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cardiff_Harbour_Authority
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Roald_Dahl
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ANorwegian_Church_Cardiff_Bay.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Craft_in_the_Bay
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Techniquest


Cardiff Bay 192

Roald Dahl Plass

Mermaid Quay

Roald Dahl Plass is a large open amphitheatre style plaza frequently used as a
venue for carnivals and festivals all year round.

Mermaid Quay

Mermaid Quay comprises a mix of restaurants, bars, cafés, shops and services
located on the waterfront.

'The Tube' (Cardiff Bay Visitor Centre)

Dismantled in 2010, this unique building "single-handedly put Cardiff on the architectural map",[12] housing
exhibitions and visitor information.

Water-based attractions
• Cardiff Bay Wetland Reserve - which has rare birds and a boardwalk leading to a viewing platform.
• Cardiff Waterbus - which offers a public transport service and tourist cruises.
• Cardiff Bay Barrage - accessible via the Water Bus and by road, and free to explore and also has guided tours.
• Lightship 2000 - a restored old red Helwick Lightvessel with a cafe and chapel on board.
•• Queen Alexandra Dock
•• Cardiff International Pool
•• Cardiff International White Water
• Cardiff Sailing Centre - A council run watersports facility based on Cardiff Bay Barrage.
•• Cardiff Yacht Club - dinghy racing and cruising, yacht racing and cruising, sea fishing and rowing- RYA training

Centre for sailing and powerboating.
•• Cardiff Bay Yacht Club - watersports club.
•• Cardiff City Rowing Club.

Commercial and residential

Red Dragon Centre, Cardiff Bay

• Style-conscious shops, bars and restaurants at Mermaid Quay.
•• Cardiff Bay Retail Park
•• Mischief's Cafe Bar, a cafe bar and live music venue.
• The Coal Exchange (aka The Exchange Centre), a venue for staged

events.
• Harry Ramsden's fish and chip bar - a large, prominent building.
•• Cardiff Bay Ice Rink
•• Cardiff International Sports Village
• The Red Dragon Centre (formerly Atlantic Wharf Leisure Village),

a leisure and entertainment complex with a Doctor Who exhibit.
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Appearances in the media

Roald Dahl Plass and the Wales Millennium
Centre are often used in external shots of the

Torchwood Hub in Doctor Who and Torchwood.

Cardiff Bay was used as the high-tech urban setting for the Ninth
Doctor Doctor Who episode Boom Town and for the Torchwood
spinoff, whose makers deliberately avoided stereotypical portrayals of
Wales in order to portray Cardiff as it is today, a modern urban centre.
In the Torchwood series, there is a giant underground base, secretly
under-neath the Bay named "The Hub" from where the Torchwood
team work. There is also a lift from the hub into the plaza with a
perception filter making anyone who stands on the spot "Not
noticed".[13] Roald Dahl Plass features prominently.

Also the Tenth Doctor Doctor Who Christmas Special (2006), "The
Runaway Bride" [14] made use of office buildings in the Cardiff Bay.

Transport

Cardiff Bay railway station is northeast of Mermaid Quay and is served by shuttle services to Cardiff Queen Street
railway station. Cardiff Bus operates the following services to the Bay:

• 1 - Bay Circle clockwise:
Grangetown-Leckwith-Canton-Fairwater-Llandaff-Gabalfa-Heath-Penylan-Roath-Tremorfa-Central Station

• 2 - Bay Circle anticlockwise: as above but reversed
• 6 - Baycar: Queen Street station via Central Station
•• 8 - City Centre via Grangetown
•• 11 - Pengam Green via Central Station and Tremorfa
•• 35/36 - Gabalfa via Central Station, Cathays and Heath
The Bay lies off the A4232 before the Butetown tunnels and is linked to the city centre by Lloyd George Avenue and
Bute Street.
The Pont y Werin pedestrian and cycle bridge opened in July 2010, completing a six and a half mile circular route
around Cardiff Bay and Penarth.
A cycle hire system, similar to those in other large cities, launched in September 2009, and includes 70 bikes and 35
hire points (initially 7) around the centre and the south of the city. The current stations are: Central Station; Cardiff
Bay Station; County Hall; Cardiff Bay Visitors’ Centre; Churchill Way; City Hall and eastern Queen Street. It is
necessary to register before using bike. The first half an hour is free after which a small hourly fee is payable.[15][16]

Gallery

Panorama of the Cardiff Bay in April 2010
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Side view of the Norwegian Church  

Cardiff Bay at night  

Wetlands walkway in Cardiff Bay  
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Cardiff Bay Barrage Control Building  

Three Bascule Bridges, Cardiff Bay
Barrage  

View of Cardiff barrage at sea  

Cardiff Bay Barrage lock in use  
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Cardiff Castle

Cardiff Castle

Castle Quarter, Cardiff, Wales

The Norman keep
Coordinates 51°28′57″N 3°10′52″W

Built AD 55 by the Roman army. Rebuilt 1091 by the Normans. Renovated in 1868 during the Victorian era.

In use Still in use today

Current
owner

Cardiff Council

 Open to
the public

Yes

Logo of Cardiff Castle

Cardiff Castle (Welsh: Castell Caerdydd) is a medieval castle and Victorian Gothic revival mansion, transformed
from a Norman keep erected over a Roman fort in the Castle Quarter of Cardiff, the capital of Wales. The Castle is a
Grade I Listed Building.

History

The Roman fort

There may have been at least two previous Roman forts on the site. The first was probably built about AD 55 during
the conquest of the Silures tribe. From the late 2nd to the mid-3rd century, civilian buildings associated with iron
working occupied the site (Roman fort).

The Norman castle
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View of Caerdiffe Castle (sic)

Cardiff Castle in 1775, given a picturesque setting by Charles Knight

The Norman keep was built on a high motte on the site of a Roman castra, first uncovered during the third Marquess
of Bute's building campaign. The Norman keep, of which the shell remains, was constructed about 1091 by Robert
Fitzhamon, lord of Gloucester and conqueror of Glamorgan. After the failed attempt of Robert Curthose, duke of
Normandy, William the Conqueror's eldest son, to take England from Henry I, Robert of Normandy was imprisoned
here until his death in 1134.[1]

After Richard Fitz Gilbert de Clare, Duke of Gloucester, rebuilt the castle from wood to stone in the 12th century,
the medieval town began to spread out from the castle's rebuilt South Gate. The first stage was between Working
Street in the east, Quay Street in the south and what was then known as Houndemammeby to the west. To the far
west, the town was protected by the River Taff, with tents pitched on the land between.[2] In this form the castle and
town became an important stronghold of Marcher Lords, in the de Clare and le Despenser dynasties, also the
Beauchamps Earls of Warwick, Richard of York through his marriage into the Neville family, and the Herbert
family, Earls of Pembroke.
In the 18th century the castle became the property of John Stuart, 3rd Earl of Bute, who became through his Herbert
wife a major landowner in the area, and whose heirs developed the docks that transformed Cardiff from a fishing
village to a major coal exporting port during the 19th century.

The Victorian mansion

The ceiling of the Arab Room

In the late 18th century the original Norman Castle had
been enlarged and refashioned in an early Gothic
Revival style for Bute's great-grandfather, the 1st
Marquess, by Henry Holland. Bute despised the result
and engaged the architect William Burges, who shared
Bute's interest in medieval Gothic Revivalism, to
undertake rebuilding. This shared passion, combined
with Bute's almost limitless financial resources, led to
Burges re-building on the grandest scale. Almost the
entire of Burges's usual team were involved, including
John Starling Chapple, William Frame and Horatio
Walter Lonsdale.[3] But it was Burges's imagination,
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his scholarship, his architectural and decorative talents, his inventiveness and his sheer high spirits that combined to
make Cardiff Castle the "most successful of all the fantasy castles of the nineteenth century."[4]

Work began with the 150 feet high Clock Tower on Bute's coming of age, in 1868.[5] The tower, in Burges's
signature Forest of Dean ashlar forms a suite of bachelor's rooms, the Marquess not marrying until 1872, comprising
a bedroom, a servant's room and the Summer and Winter smoking rooms.[5] Externally, the tower is a re-working of
a design Burges used for the unsuccessful Law Courts competition. Internally, the rooms are sumptuously decorated
with gildings, carvings and cartoons, many allegorical in style, depicting the seasons, myths and fables.[6] The
Summer Smoking Room is the tower's literal and methaphorical culmination. It rises two storeys high and has an
internal balcony that, through an unbroken band of windows, gives views to Cardiff docks, one source of Bute's
wealth, the Bristol Channel, and the Welsh hills and valleys. The floor has a map of the world in mosaic. The
sculpture is by Thomas Nicholls.[7]

The Clock Tower

Burges' design for the Summer Smoking Room at Cardiff Castle

As the castle was developed, work continued along
Holland's Georgian range including the construction of
the Guest Tower, the Arab Room, the Chaucer Room,
the Nursery, the Library, the Banqueting Hall and
bedrooms for both Lord and Lady Bute.[3] In plan, the
castle in fact follows the arrangement of a standard
Victorian house quite closely. The Bute Tower includes
Lord Bute's bedroom and ends in another highlight, the
Roof Garden, with a sculpture of the Madonna by
Fucigna. Bute's bedroom has much religious
iconography and an en-suite bathroom. The Octagon
Tower follows, including the oratory, built on the spot
where Bute's father died, and the Chaucer Room, the
roof of which is "a superb example of Burges's genius
in the construction of roofs."[8] The central bulk of the
castle comprises the two storey banqueting hall, with
the library below. Both are enormous, the latter to hold
part of the bibliophile Marquess's vast library. Both
include elaborate carvings and fireplaces, that in the
banqueting hall depicting the castle itself in the time of
Robert, Duke of Normandy, who was imprisoned there
in 1126-1134.[9] The decoration is less convincing,
much was completed after Burges's death and the
muralist, Lonsdale, "was required to cover areas rather
greater than his talents deserved."[8] The Arab Room in
the Herbert Tower remains however one of Burges's
masterpieces. Its jelly mould ceiling in a Moorish style
is particularly notable. It was this room on which
Burges was working when he died and Bute placed
Burges's initials, and his own, and the date 1881 in the
fireplace as a memorial.[10] The central portion of the
castle also included the Grand Staircase. The staircase,

shown in a watercolour perspective prepared by Axel Haig,[11] was long thought never to have been built but recent
research has shown that it was in fact constructed, only to be torn out in the 1930s.[12]
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Following Burges' death, further areas of the castle were developed along the lines he had set, culminating in the
Animal Wall, which was not completed until the 1920s by the third Marquess' son, the fourth Marquess. The Swiss
bridge that originally crossed the moat to the pre-Raphaelite garden which the Animal Wall encompassed, was
demolished in the nineteen thirties.[13]

Burges's interiors at Cardiff have not been equalled.[14] Although "he executed few buildings as his rich fantastic
gothic required equally rich patrons (..) his finished works are outstanding monuments to nineteenth century
gothic",[15] the suites of rooms he created at Cardiff being amongst "the most magnificent that the gothic revival ever
achieved,"[16] "three dimensional passports to fairy kingdoms and realms of gold. In Cardiff Castle we enter a land
of dreams".[17]

From the park, all five towers appear in enfilade to produce a wonderfully crowded variegated and romantic
Victorian silhouette "that has become the skyline of the capital of Wales. The dream of one great patron and one
great architect has almost become the symbol of a whole nation."[18]

Access and events

Cardiff Castle fireplace

In 1947, the Bute South Wales estates having all been sold, the castle, and
surrounding park, was gifted to the City of Cardiff by the fifth Marquis. It is now
a popular tourist attraction, and houses a regimental museum in addition to the
ruins of the old castle and the Victorian reconstruction. It sits in the expansive
grounds of Bute Park.

The castle has hosted a number of rock concerts and performances and has the
capacity to accommodate over 10,000 people. Notable concerts include the
Stereophonics's Live at Cardiff Castle in June 1998 and Green Day in 2002. Tom
Jones performed here before a large crowd in 2001; it is on DVD, Tom Jones:
Live at Cardiff Castle. In 1948 a crowd of 16,000, a record for a British baseball
game, watched Wales defeat England in Cardiff Castle grounds. During the
1960s, 1970s and 1980s the castle was the setting for a military tattoo to rival
that of Edinburgh, the floodlit keep providing a spectacular backdrop.[19]

Up until 2010 Cardiff Castle played host to Cardiff University's Summer Ball each year, and is the site of Wales's
largest Mardi Gras held every August.
Architectural historian Dan Cruickshank selected the Castle as one of his eight choices for the 2002 BBC book The
Story of Britain's Best Buildings.[20]

360° panorama on the grounds of the Cardiff Castle, Wales as seen on an overcast October morning
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Cardiff University

Cardiff University
Prifysgol Caerdydd

Motto Welsh: Gwirionedd Undod A Chytgord

Motto in English Truth Unity and Harmony

Established 1883 (as the University College of South Wales & Monmouthshire)

Type Public

Endowment £22.09 million (2008/09) [1]

Chancellor Sir Martin Evans

President Professor Colin Riordan

Vice-Chancellor Professor Colin Riordan

Admin. staff 5,230

Students 30,930[2]

Undergraduates 21,800[2]

Postgraduates 7,840[2]

Other students 1,290 FE[2]

Location Cardiff, Wales, UK
51°29′16″N 3°10′44″W

Campus Urban

Colours Black and Red

Affiliations Russell Group
EUA
University of Wales
Universities UK

Website http:/ / www. cardiff. ac. uk/

Cardiff University (Welsh: Prifysgol Caerdydd) is a research university located in the Cathays Park area of Cardiff,
Wales, United Kingdom. It received its Royal charter in 1883 and is a member of the Russell Group of
Universities.[3] The university is consistently recognised as providing high quality research-based university
education in Wales. Ranked number 122 of the world's top universities,[4] Cardiff University celebrated its 125th
anniversary in 2008. Before August 2004, the university was officially known as University of Wales, Cardiff

(Welsh: Prifysgol Cymru, Caerdydd), although it used the name Cardiff University publicly.[5]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:CardiffUniversityCrest.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Welsh_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Public_university
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Financial_endowment
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chancellor_%28education%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sir_Martin_Evans
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=University_president
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Professor_Colin_Riordan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Vice-Chancellor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Professor_Colin_Riordan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Undergraduate_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Postgraduate_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Further_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cardiff
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Urban_area
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=School_colors
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Russell_Group
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=European_University_Association
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=University_of_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Universities_UK
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Welsh_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=University
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cathays_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cardiff
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Russell_Group_of_Universities
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Russell_Group_of_Universities
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Welsh_language


Cardiff University 203

History

Park Place entrance

The Aberdare Report of 1881 recommended the foundation of
university colleges in North Wales and South Wales to
complement the already established University College, Wales
(now the University of Wales, Aberystwyth), in Aberystwyth.
There was considerable debate about whether the southern college
should be located in Cardiff or Swansea. The case for Cardiff was
strengthened by stressing the need to take account of the interests
of Monmouthshire, at that time not legally considered part of
Wales. This influenced the name of the new body. Following a
public appeal that raised £37,000, the University College of

South Wales and Monmouthshire opened on October 24, 1883,
offering studies in Biology, Chemistry, English, French, German,

Greek, History, Latin, Mathematics & Astronomy, Music, Welsh, Logic & Philosophy and Physics. The University
College was incorporated by Royal Charter the following year. John Viriamu Jones was appointed as the
University’s first Principal, at age 27. The only college in Wales with its own degree awarding powers at this time
was St David's University College. As such, Cardiff entered students for the examinations of the University of
London[6] until, in 1893, it became one of the founding institutions of the University of Wales and began awarding
their degrees.

Biology block of Main Building

In 1885, Aberdare Hall opened as the first hall of residence,
allowing women access to the university. This moved to its current
site in 1895, but remains a single-sex hall. 1904 saw the
appointment of the first female professor in the UK, Millicent
McKenzie.

Architect W.D. Caroe sought to combine the charm and elegance
of his former college (Trinity College, Cambridge) with the
picturesque balance of many of the University of Oxford colleges.
Building work on the Main Building commenced in 1905 and was
completed in many stages, the first in 1909. Money ran short for
this project, however, and although the side-wings were completed

in the 1960s the planned Great Hall has never been built. Prior to then, from its founding in 1883, the university was
based in the Old Infirmary on Newport Road, Cardiff which is now part of the university’s Queen’s Buildings.
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The main building of Cardiff University

University buildings on Park Place

In 1931, the School of Medicine, which had been founded
as part of the college in 1893 when the Departments of
Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology, Pharmacology were
founded, was split off to form the University of Wales
College of Medicine. In 1972, the college was renamed
University College, Cardiff.

In 1988, a massive debt had been built up by University
College, Cardiff, precipitating a merger with the
University of Wales Institute of Science and Technology,
UWIST, forming the University of Wales College,

Cardiff. The Principal of the new institution was Sir
Aubrey Trotman-Dickenson, who had been principal of
UWIST. Following changes to the constitution of the
University of Wales in 1996, this became the University

of Wales, Cardiff.

In the early 1990s, the university's computer systems
served as the home for The Internet Movie Database.[7] In
1997, the college was granted full independent degree
awarding-powers by the Privy Council (though, as a
member of the University of Wales it could not begin
using them) and in 1999 the public name of the university
was changed to Cardiff University. Some considered this
part of an effort at Cardiff to set itself apart from the other
colleges of the University of Wales, none of which are
members of the Russell Group.

On 1 August 2004 the University of Wales, Cardiff merged with the University of Wales College of Medicine. The
merged institution separated from the collegiate University of Wales and officially took the name Cardiff University.

Cardiff today

Glamorgan Building

In 2002, ideas were floated to re-merge Cardiff with the University of
Wales College of Medicine (UWCM) following the publication of the
Welsh Assembly Government's review of higher education in Wales.
This merger became effective on August 1, 2004, on which date
Cardiff University ceased to be a constituent institution of the
University of Wales and became an independent "link institution"
affiliated to the federal University. The process of the merger was
completed on December 1, 2004 when the Act of Parliament
transferring UWCM's assets to Cardiff University received Royal
Assent. On December 17 it was announced that the Privy Council had

given approval to the new Supplemental Charter and had granted university status to Cardiff, legally changing the
name of the institution to Cardiff University. Cardiff awarded University of Wales degrees to students admitted
before 2005, but these have been replaced by Cardiff degrees. Medicine, dentistry and other health-related areas
began to admit students for Cardiff degrees in 2006.

In 2004, Cardiff University and the Swansea University entered a partnership to provide a four-year graduate-entry 
medical degree. An annual intake of around 70 post-graduate students undertake an accelerated version of the
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Cardiff course at the Swansea University for the first two years before joining undergraduate students at Cardiff for
the final two years. All medicine/surgery graduates are awarded the degrees MB BCh. However from September
2009 Swansea University will be independently providing medical education in a revised 4-yr Graduate Entry
Degree.

Bute Building

In 2005, The Wales College of Medicine, which is part of the
University, launched the North Wales Clinical School in Wrexham in
collaboration with the North East Wales Institute of Higher Education
in Wrexham and the University of Wales, Bangor and with the
National Health Service in Wales. This has been funded with
£12.5 million from the Welsh Assembly[8] and will lead to the trebling
of the number of trainee doctors in clinical training in Wales over a
four year period.

The university has a rivalry with nearby Swansea University, against
whom every year they have a varsity match termed the Welsh Varsity.

The university also has a popular Centre for Lifelong Learning which has been teaching a wide range of courses to
the public for over 125 years.[9] In July 2009, the University announced it was ending the teaching of over 250
humanities courses at the centre making over 100 staff redundant. The University has since reintroduced a number of
humanities courses for a trial period beginning in 2010.[10]

In June 2010, the University launched three new Research Institutes,[11] each of which offers a new approach to a
major issue. They are the Cancer Stem Cell Research Institute, the Sustainable Places Research Institute, and the
Neurosciences & Mental Health Research Institute.

Reputation

Cathays Park campus

Cardiff University continues the tradition of all three of its former
institutions in providing high quality research-based education in
Wales, as shown in its five year standing as the best centre of
excellence in Wales in the Sunday Times League Tables. Cardiff
is also the only university in Wales to be a member of the Russell
Group of Research Intensive Universities. Cardiff is by far the
strongest research-focused university in Wales. In the 2008
Research Assessment Exercise, 33 out of the 34 research areas
submitted by the University for assessment were shown to be
undertaking research that includes world-leading work.

Times Higher Education ranked Cardiff University 99th in the top
100 universities in the world in 2007,[12] although by 2008 it had dropped 34 places to number 133 [13]

Cardiff has two Nobel Laureates on its staff, Professor Sir Martin Evans and Professor Robert Huber.[14] A number
of Cardiff University staff have been elected as Fellows of the Royal Society, these include Graham Hutchings FRS,
professor of Physical Chemistry and Director of the Cardiff Catalysis Institute, School of Chemistry[15] and
Professor Ole Holger Petersen CBE FRS, MRC Professor and Director of Cardiff School of Biosciences.[16]

The University has also won four Queen's Anniversary Prizes for Higher & Further Education. The most recent
award was won in 2009 by the University's Violence & Society Research Group.
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QS World University Rankings

•• 2011 - Ranked 135th globally
• 2010 – Ranked 122nd globally[17]

• 2009 – Ranked 135th globally
• 2008 – Ranked 133rd globally[18]

Redwood Building

• 2007 – Moved into the top 100 globally at position 99th[19][20]

• 2006 – placed 141st globally and 8-25 in Europe[21]

The Times Online - Good University Guide 2010

• Ranked 26th overall out of 114 universities[22]

Cardiff University - the main building (as seen from
Cathays Park in spring time)

• Ranked 3rd for Civil Engineering among all UK universities
in 2008, after Cambridge and Imperial College[23]

• Ranked 4th for Architecture out of 43 universities[24]

• Ranked 5th for Town and Country Planning and Landscape
out of 26 universities[25]

• Ranked 18th for Law out of 91 universities[26]

• Ranked 17th for Business Studies out of 110 universities[27]

UK University Rankings

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Times

Good

University

Guide

26th 35th 30th 30th 29th 34th 25th 21st=[28] 22nd 16th[29] 28th[30] 29th[31] 26th 34th 35th

Guardian

University

Guide

41st[32] 36th[33] 20th[34] 24th[35] 24th 22nd[36] 33rd[36] 44th 46th 39th=

Sunday

Times

University

Guide

22nd[37] 23rd[37] 33rd[37] 29th[37] 25th[37] 15th[37] 21st[37] 19th 19th[38] 28th[37] 24th=[39] 24th 26th

Daily

Telegraph

32nd= 27th[40]

FT 35th[41] 29th[42] 34th[43] 22nd[44]
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Independent 27th[45] 37th[45] 37th 41st 37th

Schools and colleges
Cardiff University has 27 academic schools.
The academic schools are:
•• Architecture

Aberdare Hall

•• Biosciences
•• Cardiff Business School
•• Chemistry
• City & Regional Planning
• Computer Science & Informatics
•• Cymraeg
•• Dentistry
• Earth and Ocean Sciences [46]

Psychology and biosciences complex

•• Engineering
•• English, Communication and Philosophy
•• European Languages, Translation and Politics
•• Healthcare Studies
•• History, Archaeology and Religion
•• Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies
•• Law

The Arts and Social Studies Library; one of the
University's 18 libraries

•• Lifelong Learning
•• Mathematics
•• Medicine
•• Music
•• Nursing and Midwifery Studies
•• Optometry and Vision Sciences
•• Pharmacy
•• Cardiff School of Physics and Astronomy
•• Postgraduate Medical and Dental Education
•• Psychology
•• Social Sciences

Cardiff also has a new University Graduate College which brings together the work of four previous, discipline-
based Graduate Schools and the postgraduate research activity of the University's Graduate Centre.
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Facilities
There are sporting facilities and sports teams in the BUCS university league, including men's and women's hockey.
The university's American football team, the Cardiff Cobras, compete in the British Universities American Football
League.
The Cardiff University Students' Union building is over the main railway going north from Cardiff to the Valleys,
next door to Cathays railway station. It has shops, a nightclub and the studios of Xpress Radio (which is broadcast on
the internet [47] and piped throughout the union) and Gair Rhydd (Welsh for 'Free Word'), the student newspaper.

Notable alumni/current staff

Graduation Ceremony at St David's Hall

Heads of state and government

• Baron Jenkins of Hillhead, President of the
European Commission (6 January 1977 – 19
January 1981)

• Barham Salih, Prime Minister of Iraqi Kurdistan (1
September 2009 – 17 January 2012)

• Faisal al-Fayez, Prime Minister of Jordan (25
October 2003 – 5 April 2005)

• Neil Kinnock, Leader of Her Majesty's Most Loyal
Opposition (2 October 1983 – 18 July 1992)

Politics

• Christine Chapman, AM for Cynon Valley
• Wayne David, MP for Caerphilly and Shadow Minister for Europe
• Guto Harri, Communications Director for the Mayor of London Boris Johnson's administration at London City

Hall
• Elin Jones, AM for Ceredigion and Minister for Rural Affairs
• Sir Emyr Jones Parry, former British Permanent Representative to the United Nations, (2003-2007[48])
• Glenys Kinnock, former MEP and current spokesperson for Department for International Development
• Mike Hedges AM for Swansea East
• Hilary Marquand, former MP for Cardiff East
• Robert Minhinnick, co-founder of Friends of the Earth (Cymru)[49]

• Christopher Walter Monckton, 3rd Viscount Monckton of Brenchley, advisor to Margaret Thatcher
• Craig Oliver, current Conservative Party Director of Communications
• Bill Rammell, former MP for Harlow
• General Sir David Richards, current Chief of the Defence Staff
• Brian Wilson, former MP for Cunninghame North
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Academia

• Professor Robin Attfield, philosopher
• Professor Yehuda Bauer, Professor of Holocaust Studies at the Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary

Jewry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
• Professor Leszek Borysiewicz, Deputy Rector of Imperial College London and Chief Executive of the Medical

Research Council. Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge
• The Rt Revd Gregory Cameron, Bishop of St Asaph
• Dr. Sheila Cameron QC, lawyer and ecclesiastical judge
• Professor Archie Cochrane, pioneer of scientific method in medicine
• Professor Peter Coles, Professor of Astrophysics
• Rt Revd Paul Colton, Bishop of Cork, Cloyne and Ross
•• Professor Alun Davies, bioscientist
•• Jonathan Deibel, leading researcher into Wirewound Resistors
• Professor Huw Dixon, Professor of Economics
• Professor Stephen Dunnett, neuroscientist
• Professor Sir Martin Evans, Nobel Prize for Medicine[50] 2007
• Professor Dr Robert Huber, Professor of Chemistry, Nobel Laureate - The Nobel Prize in Chemistry 1988[51][52]

• Professor John Loughlin, Professor of Politics
• Professor Vaughan Lowe QC, (Chichele Professor of Public International Law in the University of Oxford
• Professor Patrick Minford, Professor of Applied Economics
• John Warwick Montgomery - American lawyer, theologian and academic known for his work in the field of

Christian Apologetics; Distinguished Research Professor of Philosophy and Christian Thought at Patrick Henry
College.[53]

• Christopher Norris, literary critic
• Professor Sir Keith Peters, FRS PMedSci (Regius Professor of Physic in the University of Cambridge)
• Dr Alice Roberts, clinical anatomist and osteoarchaeologist
• H. W. Lloyd Tanner, Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy (1883–1909)
• The Rt Revd Dominic Walker, OGS, Bishop of Monmouth
• Professor Keith Ward, philosopher, Gresham Professor of Divinity, Gresham College
•• Richard Clarke, philosopher
• Chandra Wickramasinghe, professor of Applied Mathematics - one of the foremost authorities on organic cosmic

dust
• Rheinallt Nantlais Williams, academic

Business

• Stephen Bird, Chief Executive Officer of Citibank consumer banking in Asia Pacific
• Spencer Dale, Chief economist, Bank of England.
• Andrew Gould, Chairman and former CEO, Schlumberger Limited[54]

• Martin Lewis, personal finance journalist, television presenter and website entrepreneur
• Dame Mary Perkins, Founder of Specsavers
• Lorenzo Simonelli, President and CEO of GE Transportation
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Sporting

• Nathan Cleverly, professional boxer and current WBO light heavyweight world champion
• Gareth Davies, former Wales and British and Irish Lions international rugby union player, and current chief

executive of Cardiff Rugby Football Club
• Gerald Davies, former Wales and British and Irish Lions international rugby union player
• Steven Outerbridge, Bermudian cricketer
• Jamie Roberts, Wales and British and Irish Lions international rugby union player
• James Tomlinson, English cricketer
• Bradley Wadlan, Welsh cricketer

Arts and Journalism

• Matt Barbet, journalist
• Manish Bhasin, journalist and television presenter
• Nick Broomfield, documentary film-maker and receiver of the BAFTA Lifetime Achievement Award for

Contribution to Documentary
• Philip Cashian, composer
• Suw Charman-Anderson, journalist and social software consultant.
• Adrian Chiles, television presenter
• Gillian Clarke, poet and receiver of the Queen's Gold Medal for Poetry
• Huw Edwards, journalist
• Max Foster, CNN Anchor, CNN Today[55]

• Stephen Fry, actor and television presenter
• Sarah-Jayne Gratton, author and television presenter
• M. A. Griffiths, poet
• Julia Hartley-Brewer, journalist and television presenter
• Jiang Heping, Executive Director of the CCTV Sports Programming Centre and Controller of CCTV-5
• Tim Hetherington, photo-journalist and co-director of Academy Award-nominated Restrepo
• Alun Hoddinott, composer
• Karl Jenkins, composer
• Alan Johnston, journalist
• Riz Khan, journalist and television interviewer
• Bernard Knight, crime writer
• Siân Lloyd, television presenter
•• Los Campesinos!
• Philip Madoc, actor
• Paul Moorcraft, writer
• Sharon Morgan, actress
• Siân Phillips, actress
• Susanna Reid, television presenter
• James Righton, musician
• Arlene Sierra, composer
• Professor Richard Tait, former BBC Governor and BBC trustee
• Craig Thomas, author
• Vedhika Kumar, Indian Actress
• Grace Williams, composer
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Carn Euny

Carn Euny

Carn Euny ancient village

Shown within Southwest Cornwall

Location Brane, Cornwall
grid reference SW402288

Coordinates 50°06′08″N 5°38′04″W

Type Ancient village

History

Founded c. 200 BC

Abandoned c. 400 AD

Periods Iron Age/Roman

Cultures Romano-British

Site notes

Condition Ruins

Ownership English Heritage

Public access Yes

Carn Euny is an archaeological site near Sancreed, on the Penwith peninsula in Cornwall, United Kingdom with
considerable evidence of both Iron Age and post-Iron Age settlement.[1] Excavations on this site have shown that
there was activity at Carn Euny as early as the Neolithic period. There is evidence that shows that the first timber
huts in this site were built around 200 BC, but by the 1st century before Christ, these timber huts had been replaced
by stone huts. The remains of these stone huts are still visible today.
Carn Euny is best known for the well-preserved state of the large fogou, an underground passageway, which is more
than 65 feet (20 metres) long. This fogou runs just below the surface of the ground and is roofed with massive stone
slabs. Although the exact purpose of these fogous is still a mystery, possibilities include storage, habitation, or ritual.
The site was abandoned late in the Roman period.
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Location

View from the Fogou

Carn Euny lies in southwest Cornwall in the Penwith District, near the
village of Sancreed. The archaeological site can be accessed at any
time and the admission is free. Parking can be found in the nearby
hamlet of Brane.[2] The site is overlooked by the Iron Age hill fort of
Caer Bran. Another similar Romano-British settlement is Chysauster
about 10 km to the northeast. Carn Euny is managed by the Cornwall
Heritage Trust on behalf of English Heritage.[3]

Construction
Traces of human activity in Carn Euny have been detected from the early Neolithic period. The first settlement of
wooden huts was around 200 BC. In the 1st century BC these were replaced by stone huts, the remains of which are
still visible. At this time, the people of Carn Euny lived from agriculture, livestock, trade, and perhaps tin mining.
The houses were of a type with enclosed courtyards. The most important structure of the site is certainly the fogou
(Cornish for cave), a man-made underground passage which is covered with massive stone slabs. Fogous can be
found in other places in the UK and Ireland, and are known more generally as souterrains. Their purpose is unclear.
The fogou of Carn Euny is in particularly good condition and consists of a 20 m long corridor, with a side passage
that leads to a round stone chamber with a collapsed roof, and a small tunnel which may be a second entrance.[4]

Excavations

Drawing by John Thomas Blight, 1868

The site was discovered in the early 19th Century by prospectors
searching for tin deposits. Between 1863 and 1868, the antiquarian
William Copeland Borlase examined the archaeological site and
exposed the fogou. The graphic artist John Thomas Blight made
corresponding engravings for the excavation report. During the 1920s,
Dr. Favell and Canon Taylor discovered the foundation walls of the
houses with courtyards. Between 1964 and 1972, extensive
excavations were carried out, in which nine hut foundations were
discovered. The fogou and the circular chamber were investigated and
restored. Four main occupation phases between the 5th century BC and
the 4th century AD were found.[5]

Chapel Euny Well
West of the settlement are a pair of ancient wells. One is mentioned in The Legendary Lore of the Holy Wells of
England[6] of 1893 where William Borlase[7] states (writing in the 1750s):

"I happened luckily to be at this well upon the last day of the year, on which, according to vulgar 
opinion, it exerts its principal and most salutary powers. Two women were here, who came from a 
neighbouring parish, and were busily employed in bathing a child. They both assured me that people 
who had a mind to receive any benefit from St. Euny's Well must come and wash upon the three first 
Wednesdays in May. Children suffering from mesenteric disease[8] should be dipped three times in
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Chapel Uny widderschynnes, and widderschynnes dragged three times round the well."

It is also referred to as St. Eurinus' or Uny's Well and may be confused with Saint Euny's Well at Carn Brea.
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[1] Craig Weatherhill Cornovia: Ancient Sites of Cornwall & Scilly (Alison Hodge 1985; Halsgrove 1997, 2000)
[2] Carn Euny Ancient Village (http:/ / www. english-heritage. org. uk/ daysout/ properties/ carn-euny-ancient-village/ ) - English Heritage
[3] Sites Managed and Cared for by Cornwall Heritage Trust for English Heritage (http:/ / www. cornwallheritagetrust. org/ sites/ )
[4] Carn Euny (http:/ / www. stonepages. com/ england/ carneuny. html) at Stone Pages (http:/ / www. stonepages. com/ home. html)
[5] Carn Euny (http:/ / www. historic-cornwall. org. uk/ a2m/ rom_british/ courtyard_house/ carn_euny/ carn_euny. htm), Cornwall's

Archaeological Heritage - Access to Monuments
[6] Hope, Robert (1893). The Legendary Lore of the Holy Wells of England including Rivers, Lakes, Fountains and Springs. (http:/ / www.

antipope. org/ feorag/ wells/ hope/ contents. html). Elliot Stock. .
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Ludgvan. He died 31 August 1772 aged 77
[8] Mesenteric disease is tuberculosis of lymph glands inside the abdomen. An illness of children caused by drinking milk from cows infected
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External links
• History and research on Carn Euny: English Heritage (http:/ / www. english-heritage. org. uk/ daysout/ properties/

carn-euny-ancient-village/ history-and-research/ )
•• Map sources for Carn Euny
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Carreg Cennen Castle

Carreg Cennen Castle

Carmarthenshire, Wales

The South wall and cliff face of Carreg Cennen Castle

Location of the Castle within Carmarthenshire

Coordinates 51°51′16″N 3°56′08″W grid reference SN66841911 Postcode: SA19
6UA
51°51′17″N 3°56′05″W

Construction
materials

local Carboniferous Limestone

Current
condition

Ruined

Current
owner

Cadw

 Open to
the public

Yes

Battles/wars Surrendered to Owain Glyndŵr following a siege.

Events Demolition by Yorkists in Wars of the Roses

Castell Carreg Cennen is a castle near the River Cennen (Carreg being Welsh for stone), in the village of Trapp,
four miles south of Llandeilo in Carmarthenshire, Wales. The castle is within the Brecon Beacons National Park, and
it's location has been described as spectacular, due to its position above a limestone precipice.[1][2] It has been in a
ruinous state since 1462 and is now in the care of Cadw, the Welsh Assembly historic environment service, and is
open daily from 9.30am to 6.30pm between April and October.[3]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carmarthenshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Carreg_Cennen_Castle_-_geograph.org.uk_-_563738.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Carmarthenshire_UK_location_map.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Red_pog.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carmarthenshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=British_national_grid_reference_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carboniferous_Limestone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cadw
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Owain_Glynd%C5%B5r
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wars_of_the_Roses
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=River_Cennen
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Welsh_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trapp%2C_Carmarthenshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Llandeilo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carmarthenshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Brecon_Beacons
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Limestone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precipice
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cadw


Carreg Cennen Castle 217

Description
Carreg Cennen Castle consists of a strongly walled and towered square court. There are six towers, all of different
shapes, including a great twin-towered gatehouse on the north side.[4] A range of apartments on the east side of the
inner court, or ward, includes a hall, kitchens, chapel, and the so-called 'King's Chamber'. This chamber has a
well-carved stone fireplace, and traceried windows, one facing into the courtyard, the other outwards commanding
impressive views to the south. These date from the late 13th or early 14th century.[4]

The cliff below the castle, and the
windows of the passage to the cave

The castle is protected by limestone cliffs to the south and rock-cut ditches to the
west. To the north and east there is an outer ward, and within that a barbican,
gatehouse, and three drawbridges over deep pits protected the access to the inner
ward. In the south-east corner of the inner ward steps lead to a vaulted passage
and a natural cave beneath the castle, which leads deep into the hillside. A fresh
water spring rises in the cave, which would have been a useful supplement
during dry weather when the castle would have had difficulty harvesting
rainwater to fill the rainwater cisterns. The castle is under the care of Cadw, who
have stabilised and to a limited extent restored some of the remains. The castle is
accessed via a steep climb up the hill from Castell Farm, which is near the car
park. A large threshing barn has been converted to tearooms and a shop, whilst
the majority of the farm buildings, around a traditional farmyard, retain their
agricultural purposes. Since 1982 these have been part of a farm park with rare
and unusual breeds of cows and sheep.[5]

Prehistoric evidence
Human remains found at the original site of Castell Carreg Cennen date human activity at the location back to
prehistoric times. The site may well have also been an Iron Age hillfort.
Roman coins from the 1st and 2nd century have also been found, although it is unlikely the Romans occupied this
site on a permanent basis.

Early castle
The first masonry castle was probably built by the Lord Rhys, who died in 1197, and it remained a possession of the
Deheubarth dynasty for the next 50 years. In 1248 Rhys Fychan ap Rhys Mechyll's mother Matilda de Braose, to
spite her son, granted the castle to the Norman English, but before the English took possession of it Rhys captured
the castle.
For the next 30 years it changed hands frequently between Rhys and his uncle Maredudd who were fighting for
control of the Kingdom of Deheubarth. In 1277 it was captured by the English, recaptured by the Welsh in 1282 and
in English hands again the following year.
In 1283 Edward I granted the castle to John Giffard, the commander of the English troops at Cilmeri where
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (The Last) was killed. Giffard was probably responsible for the remodelled castle we see
today.
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Owain Glyndwr Rebellion
In early July 1403 Owain Glyndŵr, together with 800 men, attacked Carreg Cennen, but, although inflicting severe
damage to the walls, failed to take the castle. It was defended against Glyndwr's forces, who laid siege to it for
several months, with Owain himself present, by a man who was to marry one of Glyndwr's daughters just a few
years later, Sir John Scudamore of Herefordshire.

Wars of the Roses
The damage was repaired in 1409. However, in 1461, during the Wars of the Roses, Carreg Cennen became a
Lancastrian stronghold. A Yorkist force subsequently captured the castle and set about demolishing it with a team of
500 men.

Recent history
Ownership of the castle passed to the Vaughan and Cawdor families, and from the 18th century it started to attract
artists (Turner sketched the castle in 1798). The second Earl Cawdor began an extensive renovation in the 19th
century, and in 1932 Carreg Cennen was given to the guardianship of the Office of Works. In the 1960s Carreg
Cennen Castle was acquired by the Morris family of Castell Farm, when Lord Cawdor's legal team inadvertently
made a mistake in the wording of the deeds and included the castle as part of the farm. Today, the castle remains
privately owned by Margaret & Bernard Llewellyn, daughter & son in Law of the late Mr. Gwilim Morris. The
castle is now maintained by Cadw.[6]

Notes
[1] Carreg Cennen - Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (http:/ / www. breconbeacons. org/ visit-us/ things-to-do-and-see/ castles-1/

carreg-cennen)
[2] "Carreg Cennen". Ingot (Richard Thomas and Baldwins, house journal of the Welsh steelworks). March 1956. "...most romantically situated

of all Welsh castles..."
[3] Cadw website page for Carreg Cennen (http:/ / cadw. wales. gov. uk/ daysout/ Carreg-cennen-castle/ ?lang=en) Accessed 13 June 2012
[4] Lewis, J.M. (2006). Carreg Cennen Castle. Cardiff: Cadw: Welsh Historic Monuments. ISBN 1-85760-237-4.
[5] Castell Farm, by Bernard Llewellyn, in Lewis, 2006, p.4
[6] Lloyd, T.; Orbach, J.; Scourfield, R. (2006). Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion. Yale University Press.

External links
• www.geograph.co.uk : photos of Carreg Cennen and surrounding area (http:/ / www. geograph. org. uk/ search.

php?i=2732122)
• Aerial photographs of Carreg Cennen Castle taken by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical

Monuments of Wales (http:/ / www. coflein. gov. uk/ en/ site/ 103970/ images/ CARREG+ CENNEN+ CASTLE/
)
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Castell Coch

Castell Coch

Tongwynlais, Cardiff, Wales

The main entrance to Castell Coch.
Type Gothic Revival

Built 1871-1891

Built by John Crichton-Stuart, 3rd Marquess of
Bute
William Burges

Construction
materials

Carboniferous Sandstone Ashlar

Height 25 metres (82 ft)

In use Open to public

Current
condition

Complete reconstruction

Controlled by Cadw

Occupants Marquesses of Bute until 1950

Castell Coch (English: Red Castle) is a 19th-century Gothic Revival castle built on the remains of a genuine
13th-century fortification. It is situated on a steep hillside high above the village of Tongwynlais, to the north of
Cardiff in Wales, and is a Grade I listed building as of 28 January 1963.[1]

Designed by William Burges, with an impressively medieval appearance, working portcullis and drawbridge, and
sumptuous interiors which rival those of Cardiff Castle, it has been described as "the most spectacular example of
(that architect's) translation from High Gothic into High Victorian."[2]

Early history
Castell Coch was built on the site of a 13th-century castle. The earlier fortification was constructed by the Welsh
chieftain named Ifor Bach. In the late thirteenth century the castle site was claimed by the De Clare family because
of its strategic importance, commanding both the plains area and the entrance to the Taff valley. The castle was
rebuilt in stone and consisted of a keep, towers, an enclosed courtyard and a gatehouse. Although the early history of
the castle is largely undocumented, it is generally accepted that it was severely damaged during a period of Welsh
rebellion in the early fourteenth century.[3] Thereafter, the castle fell into disuse and by Tudor times, the antiquary
John Leland described it as "all in ruin no big thing but high".[4]
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Re-construction and resurrection
In 1871, John Crichton-Stuart, 3rd Marquess of Bute, ordered the site to be cleared of vegetation and debris while his
architect, William Burges, drew up plans for a full reconstruction. Burges and the Marquess had been working for
over three years on the rebuilding of Cardiff Castle; the aim at Castell Coch was to achieve another "dazzling
architectural tour de force of the High Victorian era, (a) dream-like castle which combine(d) sumptuous Gothic
fantasy with timeless fairy tale."[5]

View of the castle walls

A set of drawings for the planned rebuilding exists, together with a full
architectural justification by Burges. The castle reconstruction features three
conical roofs to the towers that are historically questionable. Burges sought to
defend their use with references to a body of doubtful historical evidence: "the
truth is that he wanted them for their architectural effect."[6] He did admit that
they were "utterly conjectural" although "more picturesque and (...) affording
much more accommodation", contending that:

View of the interior

"It is true that some antiquaries deny the existence of high roofs in
English Mediaeval Military Architecture, and ask objectors to point
out examples. As nearly every Castle in the country has been ruined
for more than two centuries...it is not surprising that no examples are
to be found. But we may form a very fair idea of the case if we
consult contemporary (manuscripts) and if we do we find nearly an
equal number of towers with flat roofs as those with pointed roofs.
The case appears to me to be thus: if a tower presented a good
situation for military engines, it had a flat top; if the contrary, it had
a high roof to guarantee the defenders from the rain and the lighter
sorts of missiles. Thus an arrow could not pierce the roof, but if the
latter were absent and the arrow was fired upright, in its downward
flight it might occasion the same accident to the defenders as
happened to Harold at Hastings."

Burges's report on the possible reconstruction was delivered in 1872[7] but construction was delayed until 1875, in
part because of the pressure of works at Cardiff Castle, and in part because of an unfounded concern on behalf of the
Marquess's trustees that he was facing bankruptcy.[8] But in August 1875 work began in earnest. The exterior
comprises three towers, "almost equal to each other in diameter, (but) arrestingly dissimilar in height."[4] They form
an awesome display of architectural power and ability. In a lecture, Burges called on architectural students to "study
the great broad masses, the strong unchamfered lines".
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Lady Bute's Bedroom

The Keep tower, the Well Tower and the Kitchen Tower incorporate a
series of apartments; of which the main sequence, the Castellan's
Rooms, lie within the Keep. The Hall, the Drawing Room, Lord Bute's
Bedroom and Lady Bute's bedroom comprise a suite of rooms that
exemplify the High Victorian Gothic style in 19th-century Britain.
They begin weakly, the Banqueting Hall, completed well after Burges's
death, being "dilute(,...) unfocussed"[9] and "anaemic."[2] The Drawing
Room is "more exciting",[9] a double-height room with decoration
illustrating the "intertwined themes (of) the fecundity of nature and the
fragility of life."[10] A superb fireplace by Thomas Nicholls features
the Three Fates, spinning, measuring and cutting the thread of life.[11]

The octagonal chamber with its great rib-vault, modelled on one designed by Viollet-Le-Duc at Councy, is "spangled
with butterflies and birds of sunny plume in gilded trellis work."[12] Off the hall, lies the Windlass Room, in which
Burges delighted in assembling the fully functioning apparatus for the drawbridge, together with "murder holes" for
expelling boiling oil.[13] The Marquess's bedroom provide some "spartan"[14] respite before the culmination of the
castle, Lady Bute's Bedroom.

The Three Fates Chimneypiece

The room is "pure Burges: an arcaded circle, punched through by
window embrasures, and topped by a trefoil-sectioned dome."[14] The
decorative theme is 'love', symbolised by "monkeys, pomegranates,
nesting birds".[14] The decoration was completed long after Burges's
death but his was the guiding spirit; "Would Mr Burges have done it?"
William Frame wrote to Thomas Nicholls in 1887.[14]

Following Burges' death in 1881, work on the interior continued for
another ten years. The castle's use was limited, the Marquess never
came after its completion, and the family appeared to use it as a sort of
sanitorium, although the Marchioness and her daughter, Lady Margaret
Crichton-Stuart, did occupy it for a period following the death of the Marquess in 1900. But the castle remained "one
of the greatest Victorian triumphs of architectural composition,"[15] summing up "to perfection the learned dream
world of a great patron and his favourite architect, recreating from a heap of rubble a fairy-tale castle which seems
almost to have materialised from the margins of a medieval manuscript."[14]

In 1950, the 5th Marquess of Bute placed the Castle in the care of the Ministry of Works. It is now administered by
Cadw on behalf of the National Assembly for Wales.

Site of Special Scientific Interest
The area surrounding the castle is notable both for the ancient beech woods and for the rock outcrops, which show
the point where Devonian Old Red Sandstone and Carboniferous Limestone beds meet. The area is designated the
Castell Coch Woodlands and Road Section Site of Special Scientific Interest.[16]

Media appearances
The castle has been much used for filming including:
• The Black Knight, starring Alan Ladd
•• Gawain and the Green Knight
•• The Scarlet Pimpernel
• The Prisoner of Zenda, BBC (1984)
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•• The Worst Witch
•• Tracey Beaker's Movie Of Me
•• Robin Hood
• Doctor Who in the episode "Journey's End and "The Vampires of Venice"
• Merlin in the episode "The Changeling".

Gallery

View of Castell Coch from
Morganstown.

The main approach to the castle The bridge and main
gateway into Castell

Coch.

Exterior view of a
buttressed tower.

The side of the castle opposite
the River Taff.

The courtyard of
the castle.

A view of the
inner ward.

The bedroom of the
Marquess's daughter.
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Chawton

Chawton

Jane Austen's House

Chawton

  Chawton shown within Hampshire

Population 380 (2000)

OS grid reference SU710373

Civil parish Chawton

District East Hampshire

Shire county Hampshire

Region South East

Country England

Sovereign state United Kingdom

Post town ALTON

Postcode district GU34
Dialling code 01420

Police Hampshire

Fire Hampshire

Ambulance South Central

EU Parliament South East England

UK Parliament East Hampshire

Chawton is a village and civil parish in the East Hampshire district of Hampshire, England. The village lies within
the South Downs National Park[1] and is famous as the home of Jane Austen for the last eight years of her life.
In 2000, Chawton had a population of around 380. It is within the census area of Downland which has 2,149
people.[2]
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History

Village history

Chawton's recorded history begins in the Domesday survey of 1086. In the 13th century, there was a royal manor
house. The owner, John St John, served as deputy to Edward I in Scotland. Henry III visited the manor on over forty
occasions. The descendants of John Knight, who built the present Chawton House at the time of the Armada (1588),
added to it and modified the landscape in ways that reflect changes in politics, religion and taste. One of those
descendants was Elizabeth Knight, whose progresses were marked by the ringing of church bells and whose two
husbands both had to adopt her surname. Later in the 18th century, Jane Austen's brother Edward (who had been
adopted by the Knights) succeeded, and in 1809 was able to move his mother and sisters to a cottage in the village.

Inscription on Jane Austen's House

Jane Austen

The house in which Jane Austen lived – "Chawton Cottage" – is now
Jane Austen's House Museum and is visited by 30,000[3] people each
year.[4]

Jane Austen lived in the house with her mother and sister, Cassandra,
from 7 July 1809 until May 1817, when because of illness she moved
to Winchester to be near her physician. She died in Winchester on 18
July 1817.

Austen published four of her novels while living in Chawton.
Among the items of Jane Austen's furniture on display in Chawton Cottage are a Clementi pianoforte (about 1810)
and a Hepplewhite bureau-bookcase containing several of her works.[5]

By the start of the twentieth century the house was tenanted by a workmen's club.[6]

Visitor attractions

Chawton Cottage

"Chawton Cottage", Jane Austen's house and garden are open to the public.

Chawton House

Chawton House, the 400 year old grade ll* listed Elizabethan manor house that once belonged to Jane Austen's
brother and 275 acres (1.11 km2) of land, has been restored as part of a major international project to establish the
new Centre for the Study of Early English Women's Writing, 1600–1830. It houses a collection of over 9,000
volumes, together with some related manuscripts. Visitors can see the relationship between the library, the house, the
estate and a working farm of the 18th and early 19th centuries.[7]

In 1992 a 125-year lease on the house was purchased for £1.25 million by a foundation established by Sandra Lerner,
co-founder of Cisco Systems.[8]
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St Nicholas Church

Chawton has a single church, St Nicholas. A church has stood on the site in Chawton since at least 1270 when it was
mentioned in a diocesan document. The church suffered a disastrous fire in 1871 which destroyed all but the chancel.
The rebuilt church was designed by Sir Arthuer Blomfield and is now listed Grade 2*. [9]

The churchyard was reserved for burial for the Knight family, and the graves include that of Jane Austen's mother
and sister, both called Cassandra. [10] [11]

Services
Chawton C of E Primary School is the only school in Chawton. It is within the Diocese of Winchester and accepts
children from ages four to eleven, and has close ties with St Nicholas's church. There has been a school on the site
since about 1840, and the site sits opposite the village green and cricket field.[12]

There are no retail stores in Chawton. On Winchester Road, which runs through the village, there is a tea shop
opposite Jane Austen's house called Cassandra's Cup, which is named after Jane Austen's sister. Just down the road
from this is a Fuller's pub called The Greyfriar which has an oak beamed traditional bar, a secluded beer garden and
a large car park. Also on Winchester Road is the Village Hall.
Adjacent to Gosport Road lies a green containing a cricket pitch and the home of Chawton Cricket Club[13], a newly
refurbished playground and a set of allotments.

Transport

Chawton has only two road exits, one leading to a roundabout connected to the A31 and the A32, and the other to the
A339/B3006 Selborne Road.
The nearest railway station is 1.7 miles (2.7 km) northeast of the village, at Alton.
Three bus routes run through the village[14]:
• Bus 38 - which runs from Alton to Petersfield
• Bus 64/X64 - which runs from Alton to Winchester
• Bus 205 - which runs from Holybourne to East Tisted
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External links
• Chawton village (http:/ / www. chawton. info)
• Hampshire Council — Chawton (http:/ / www. hants. gov. uk/ austen/ chawton. html)
• Chawton House Library (http:/ / www. chawtonhouse. org/ index. html)
• The Jane Austen Museum (http:/ / www. janeaustenmuseum. org. uk/ )
• QuickTime Virtual Reality image of Chawton (http:/ / www. britishtours. com/ 360/ jane_austen. html)
• The Jane Austen Society of the United Kingdom (http:/ / www. janeaustensociety. org. uk/ )
• Chawton Cricket Club (http:/ / www. chawton. cc/ )
• The Greyfriar Website (http:/ / www. thegreyfriar. co. uk)
• Cassandra's Cup Website (http:/ / www. cassandras-cup. co. uk)
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Chepstow Castle

Chepstow Castle

Chepstow, Monmouthshire, Wales

Chepstow Castle, showing Marten's Tower
Type Castle

Coordinates 51°38′38.27″N 2°40′31.50″W

Built 1067-1300

Built by William fitzOsbern
William Marshal and his sons
Roger Bigod

Construction
materials

Various forms of limestone and sandstone

In use 1067-1685

Current
condition

Mostly Intact

Current
owner

Cadw

 Open to
the public

Yes

Chepstow Castle (Welsh: Cas-gwent), located in Chepstow, Monmouthshire in Wales, on top of cliffs overlooking
the River Wye, is the oldest surviving post-Roman stone fortification in Britain.[1] Its construction was begun under
the instruction of the Norman Lord William fitzOsbern,[2] soon made Earl of Hereford, from 1067, and it was the
southernmost of a chain of castles built along the English-Welsh border in the Welsh Marches. The castle ruins are
Grade I listed as at 6 December 1950.[3]
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Building of the castle

Chepstow Castle, seen from the north bank of the River Wye

Chepstow Castle is situated on a
narrow ridge between the limestone
cliffs of the river and a valley, known
locally as the Dell, to its landward side.
Its full extent is best appreciated from
the opposite bank of the River Wye.
The castle has four baileys, added in
turn through its history. Despite this, it
is not a defensively strong castle,
having neither a strong keep nor a
concentric layout. The multiple baileys
instead show its construction history, which is generally considered in four major phases.[4] The first serious
architectural study of Chepstow began in 1904[5] and the canonical description was long considered to be by Perks in
1955.[6] Recent studies[7] have revised the details of these phases, but still maintain the same broad structure.

Foundation, 1067-1188

The Great Tower

The speed with which William the Conqueror committed to the
creation of a castle at Chepstow is testament to its strategic importance.
There is no evidence for a settlement there of any size before the
Norman invasion of Wales, although it is possible that the castle site
itself may have previously been a prehistoric or early medieval
stronghold.[8] The site overlooked an important crossing point on the
River Wye, a major artery of communications inland to Monmouth and
Hereford. At the time, the Welsh kingdoms in the area were
independent of the English Crown and the castle in Chepstow would
also have helped suppress the Welsh from attacking Gloucestershire
along the Severn shore towards Gloucester. However, recent analysis
suggests that the rulers of Gwent, who had recently fought against King Harold, may initially have been on good
terms with the Normans.[9]

The precipitous limestone cliffs beside the river afforded an excellent defensive location. Building work started
under William FitzOsbern in 1067 or shortly afterwards. The Great Tower was probably completed by about 1090,
possibly intended as a show of strength by King William in dealing with the Welsh king Rhys ap Tewdwr.[10] It was
constructed in stone from the first (as opposed to wood, like most others built at this time), marking its importance as
a stronghold on the border between England and Wales. Although much of the stone seems to have been quarried
locally, there is also evidence that some of the blocks were re-used from the Roman ruins at Caerwent.[10]

The castle originally had the Norman name of Striguil, derived from the Welsh word ystraigl meaning "river bend".
FitzOsbern also founded a priory nearby, and the associated market town and port of Chepstow developed over the
next few centuries. The castle and the associated Marcher lordship were generally known as Striguil until the late
14th century, and as Chepstow thereafter.[10]
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Expansion by William Marshal and Roger Bigod, 1189-1300

Plan of Chepstow Castle from 1825

Further fortifications were added by
William Marshal, Earl of Pembroke,
starting in the 1190s. The wood in the
doors of the gatehouse has been dated
by dendrochronology to the period
1159-89.[10] Marshal extended and
modernised the castle, drawing on his
knowledge of warfare gained in France
and the Crusades. He built the present
main gatehouse, strengthened the
defences of the Middle Bailey with
round towers, and, before his death in
1219, may also have rebuilt the Upper
Bailey defences. Further work to
expand the Great Tower was
undertaken for William Marshal's sons William, Richard, Gilbert and Walter, in the period to 1245.[10]

In 1270, the castle was inherited by Roger Bigod, 5th Earl of Norfolk. He constructed a new range of buildings in the
Lower Bailey, as accommodation for himself and his family. Bigod was also responsible for building Chepstow's
town wall, the "Port Wall", around 1274-78. The castle was visited by King Edward I in 1284, at the end of his
triumphal tour through Wales. Soon afterwards, Bigod had built a new tower (later known as "Marten's Tower"),
which now dominates the landward approach to the castle, and also remodelled the Great Tower.[10]

Later history

Decline in defensive importance, 1300-1403

From the 14th century, and in particular the end of the wars between England and Wales in the early 15th century, its
defensive importance declined. In 1312 it passed into the control of Thomas de Brotherton, Earl of Norfolk, and later
his daughter Margaret. It was garrisoned in response to the rebellion of Owain Glyndŵr in 1403 with twenty
men-at-arms and sixty archers but its great size, limited strategic importance, geographical location and the size of its
garrison all probably contributed to Glyndŵr's forces avoiding attacking it, although they did successfully attack
Newport Castle.

The 15th to 17th centuries

In 1468, the castle was part of the estates granted by the Earl of Norfolk to William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke in
exchange for lands in the east of England. In 1508, it passed to Sir Charles Somerset, later the Earl of Worcester,
who remodelled the buildings extensively as private accommodation. From the 16th century, after the abolition of
the Marcher lords' autonomous powers by King Henry VIII through the Laws in Wales Acts of 1535 and 1542, and
Chepstow's incorporation as part of the new county of Monmouthshire, the castle became more designed for
occupation as a great house.[10]
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The Civil War and its aftermath

The castle saw action again during the English Civil War, when it was in the front line between Royalist
Monmouthshire and Parliamentarian Gloucestershire. It was held by the Royalists and besieged in both 1645 and in
1648, eventually falling to the Parliamentarian forces on 25 May 1648.
After the war, the castle was garrisoned and maintained as an artillery fort and barracks. It was also used as a
political prison. Its occupants included Bishop Jeremy Taylor, and - after the Restoration of the monarchy - Henry
Marten, one of the Commissioners who signed the death warrant of Charles I, who was imprisoned here before his
own death in 1680.

Decay of the building, and the start of tourism

Chepstow Castle showing the Great Tower, seen
from the 1816 Wye Bridge

In 1682, the castle came into the ownership of the Duke of Beaufort.
The garrison was disbanded in 1685, and the buildings were partly
dismantled, leased to tenants and left to decay. Various parts of the
castle were used as a farmyard and a glass factory. By the late 18th
century, its ruins became, with other sites in the Wye valley, a
"Picturesque" feature on the "Wye tour", pleasure boat trips down the
river from Ross-on-Wye via Monmouth. The first guide book to the
castle and town was written by Charles Heath of Monmouth and was
published in 1793.[10]

The 19th and 20th centuries

By the 1840s, tourism was continuing to grow, particularly with day trips on steam ships from Bristol. At the same
time, the courtyard of the castle began to be used for local horticultural shows, fêtes, and, increasingly from the
1880s, historical pageants sanctioned by the Duke of Beaufort. Although he tried to sell the castle in 1899, no buyer
could be found.
In 1910/11, the castle and adjoining river bed were the site of well-publicised excavations by Dr. Orville Ward
Owen, who was attempting to find secret documents to prove that Shakespeare's plays had in fact been written by
Francis Bacon. In 1913, the movie "Ivanhoe", starring King Baggot, was made in the grounds. The following year,
the castle was bought by businessman William Royse Lysaght, of Tutshill, and conservation work began.[10]

In 1953, the Lysaght family put the castle into the care of the Ministry of Works. In 1977 Terry Gilliam shot some of
his film adaptation of Lewis Carroll's "Jabberwocky" at the castle. Brazilian heavy metal band Sepultura recorded
part of their fifth album Chaos A.D. in the castle, in 1993.
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The castle today
Chepstow Castle is open to the public, and since 1984 has been in the care of Cadw, the Welsh government body
with the responsibility for protecting, conserving and promoting the built heritage of Wales. There are special events
held often in the castle and visitors are now able to walk along the battlements and into Martens Tower.[11]

Gallery

The Great Tower, viewed from
the south

The castle pictured from the
footpath through the Dell, part of

the Wye Valley Walk

Twelfth century
wooden door

The castle and 1816 road bridge
across the River Wye, seen

from Tutshill
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Church Cottage, Tutshill

Church Cottage, Tutshill

Location Coleford Road, Tutshill, Gloucestershire, England

OS grid reference ST 540 953

Built 1852

Architect Henry Woodyer

Listed Building – Grade II

Designated 7 March 1988

Reference # 1349077

Location in Gloucestershire

Church Cottage in the village of Tutshill, Gloucestershire, England, is a Grade II listed building, thought to have
been designed by the architect Henry Woodyer. It was the childhood home, between the ages of 9 and 18, of Joanne
Rowling, author (as J. K. Rowling) of the Harry Potter series of fantasy books.

Description
The building was constructed in about 1852 in the Victorian Gothic style, and was originally used as a schoolhouse
and then a rectory.[1] Henry Woodyer designed the adjoining St. Luke's Church, and English Heritage regard him as
"possibly" the designer of the cottage as well. The one-and-a-half storey building is of sandstone, with a tiled roof,
two-light chamfered mullioned casements, small gablets and a porch. In 1988 it was listed, Grade II, as being of
"Special Architectural or Historic Interest" by English Heritage, who reported its external appearance as "untouched
from its original design".[2][3][4]
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Joanne Rowling, together with her parents and sister, moved to the house in 1974 when she was aged nine. The
house was sold by the Rowling family in 1995, and then sold again in 2011.[5][6] The owner, Julian Mercer, said of
the house in 2011: "J. K. Rowling would have been here in her formative years and could have taken inspiration
from the cottage. The architecture is very Hogwarts-like. It has vaulted ceilings, stone windows and oozes gothic
spirit." Features inside the house include an under-stairs cupboard, reportedly similar to the one in which Rowling's
character is forced to live, and a trapdoor to a cellar. It also contains an inscription written on one window-frame,
"Joanne Rowling slept here circa 1982".[7]

Rowling also drew inspiration from the adjoining church graveyard, and the local countryside.[8] She attended the
nearby primary school in Tutshill, before moving on to Wyedean secondary school, and later named one of her
fictional quidditch teams as the "Tutshill Tornados".[1]

In October 2012, it was reported that there was speculation that the new owners of the cottage were associated with
the Volant Charitable Trust, a charity established by Rowling to support research into multiple sclerosis and other
activities.[9]
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Church of St Thomas the Martyr

St Thomas' Church, Overmonnow, Monmouth

51°48′30.54″N 2°43′13.47″W

Country Wales

Denomination Church in Wales

Website monmouthparishes.org [1]

Administration

Diocese Monmouth

Clergy

Vicar(s) Rev David McGladdery

The Church of St Thomas the Martyr at Overmonnow, Monmouth, south east Wales, is located beside the
medieval Monnow Bridge across the River Monnow. At least part of the building dates from around 1180, and it has
a fine 12th-century Norman chancel arch, though the exterior was largely rebuilt in the early 19th century. It is one
of 24 buildings on the Monmouth Heritage Trail and is a Grade II* listed building.[2]

History and architecture

The church in 1845

The building is constructed of Old Red Sandstone.[3] Dedicated to St
Thomas à Becket,[4] it became a chapel-of-ease to St Mary's Priory
Church as it did not have its own parish. It is listed in a papal edict by
Pope Urban III in 1186.[5] It is thought to have existed in 1170[6]

although Charles Heath in 1800 reported evidence of earlier Saxon
design in the shape of the architecture.

Both St Thomas' and the nearby Monnow Bridge were damaged by fire
in the Battle of Monmouth in 1233, part of the series of uprisings
against Henry III by his barons.[5] This required the church to be
repaired using over a dozen oaks supplied by the Constable of St
Briavels in Gloucestershire. The wood was delivered by royal
command from the Forest of Dean the following year.[5] In the year
1256 anchorites were living in St Thomas's.[7]

John Gilbert, Bishop of Hereford found a leaking vestry roof that was being ignored by the parish in 1397.[8] In 1610
the church was still
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St Thomas Square & Cross 1904

The church in 1937

small with a tower.[9] It appears to have been badly neglected by the
early 19th century; in 1829, Bishop Huntingford's inspection referred
to it as "this dilapidated and forsaken church".[10] His inspection also
records the disproportionately small turret placed above the west gable
when, in 1830, St Thomas's ceased to be a chapel of rest and it was
given its own parish distinct from St Mary's. A major restoration and
extension of the church was completed by the London architect
Thomas Henry Wyatt, who added box pews with raised galleries. The
oak galleries, on both sides above the nave, are still present today. The
vestries were constructed in 1887–8.

The dog's tooth Norman chancel arch is still untouched and the piscina
in the south wall, and two doorways on the opposite wall also appear to
be original. The font on the south wall is decorated with crude images
of faces, birds and a serpent in a Garden of Eden theme. At first sight it
appears to be an unusually well preserved example of a 12th century
font, and carries a label that uses the word "early", but is now thought
by historians to be a 19th-century pastiche. A second plain font may
date from the 15th century.[3] Further work by the Welsh architect John
Prichard[11] was completed in 1875. The west turret was replaced by a
bell arch. The east window dates from 1957, and the church was last

restored in 1989-91.[7][11] On the east side beside the road there is a garden of rest with a calvary cross. The church
sits on land between the road and the river Monnow and a contemporary ceramic mosaic has been installed by
Monmouth Town Council. The circular plinth is made of 40 tiles that illustrate and commemorate the Millennium
showing over 2,000 years of local history.[6]

Church Incumbents

• 1830 Joseph Fawcett Beddy
• 1870 Thomas O. Tudor
• 1879 Peter Potter
• 1891 Francis Dudley
• 1915 James Percy Lax Amos
• 1923 H. Raymond Harvey
• 1924 Ernest Anderson Thorne
• 1939 Edmund Loftus MacNaghten
• 1942 Ronald Davies
• 1943 Edmund Ronald James Henry
• 1947 Oliver Vivian Griffiths
• 1964 Norman Havelock Price
• 1993 Julian Francis Gray
• 1998 Richard Pain
• 2009 David McGladdery[12]
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Church Interior

St.Thomas's Church nave St Thomas's
Church

Stained Glass
Window

St.Thomas's Chancel Arch one of two
church fonts

the other font Church roof

Church Exterior

View of the
church from

across the River
Monnow

St Thomas
Church, front

entrance

St Thomas's Church plaque St Thomas's
Church, Blue
Plaque Trail

St Thomas's Church, Sign Celtic cross stone
sett detail in the
garden designed

by Cheryl
Cummings MSGD

(RHS Medal
winner)

Grave stone in the
garden

The plinth and
Monnow Bridge

behind the
church

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt.Thomas%27s_church_nave_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1373701.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AChurch_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr_Overmonnow.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt.Thomas%27s_Chancel_Arch_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1373708.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AFont_at_the_Church_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr_Monmouth.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AFont_in_Church_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr%2C_Monmouth.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AChurch_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr%2C_Monmouth%2C_ceiling.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=River_Monnow
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=River_Monnow
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWeir_and_St._Thomas%27s_Church_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1241362.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AChurch_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr%2C_Monmouth.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt_Thomass_Church_Monmouth_Oct_2011_plaque.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt_Thomass_Church_Monmouth_Oct_2011_4.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt_Thomass_Church_Monmouth_Oct_2011_sihn.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Horticultural_Society
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ACeltic_Cross_at_Church_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr%2C_Monmouth.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AGrave_stone_in_Church_of_St_Thomas_the_Martyr%2C_Monmouth.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Monnow_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AMillenium_Plinth_Monmouth.jpg


Church of St Thomas the Martyr, Monmouth 238

Cross and second entrance A door in a tree
opposite the

church

References
[1] http:/ / www. monmouthparishes. org/ index. php?page=St-Thomas-the-Martyr
[2] http:/ / britishlistedbuildings. co. uk/ wa-2214-church-of-st-thomas-a-becket-monmouth
[3] John Newman, The Buildings of Wales: Gwent/Monmouthshire, Penguin Books, 2000, ISBN 0-14-071053-1, p.398
[4] Welcome to Monmouth, St Thomas Church Monmouth (http:/ / www. welcometomonmouth. co. uk/ Things-to-do/ Churches/

St-Thomas-Church-Monmouth. html). Accessed 7 December 2011
[5] "History of St Thomas the Martyr" (http:/ / www. monmouthparishes. org/ index. php?page=History-of-St-Thomas-the-Martyr). Monmouth

Parishes. . Retrieved 9 December 2011.
[6] "Monmouth Town Guide" (http:/ / www. visitwyevalley. com/ download/ downloads/ id/ 67/ monmouth_town_guide_20112012). Monmouth

Town Council. . Retrieved 10 December 2011.
[7] Monmouth Civic Society, Guide to the Monmouth Heritage Blue Plaque Trail, n.d., p.3
[8] Keith Kissack, The Lordship, Parish and Borough of Monmouth, Lapridge Publications, 1996, ISBN 1-899290-03-6, p.70
[9] John Speed's map of Monmouth, 1610
[10] Keith Kissack, Monmouth and its Buildings, Logaston Press, 2003, ISBN 1 904396 01, p.77
[11] "Church of St Thomas, Monmouth, Monmouthshire" (http:/ / stainedglass. llgc. org. uk/ site/ 417). Stained Glass in Wales. llgc.org.uk. .
[12][12] Church of St Thomas, Monmouth pamphlet, Monmouthshire. Reverend David McGladdery

External links
• Monmouth Parishes, St Thomas the Martyr (http:/ / www. monmouthparishes. org/ index.

php?page=St-Thomas-the-Martyr)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt_Thomass_Church_Monmouth_Oct_2011_3.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ATree_house_%5E_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1373678.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ASt_Thomas_Church_on_Monnow.jpg
http://www.monmouthparishes.org/index.php?page=St-Thomas-the-Martyr
http://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/wa-2214-church-of-st-thomas-a-becket-monmouth
http://www.welcometomonmouth.co.uk/Things-to-do/Churches/St-Thomas-Church-Monmouth.html
http://www.welcometomonmouth.co.uk/Things-to-do/Churches/St-Thomas-Church-Monmouth.html
http://www.monmouthparishes.org/index.php?page=History-of-St-Thomas-the-Martyr
http://www.visitwyevalley.com/download/downloads/id/67/monmouth_town_guide_20112012
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Keith_Kissack
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Speed
http://stainedglass.llgc.org.uk/site/417
http://www.monmouthparishes.org/index.php?page=St-Thomas-the-Martyr
http://www.monmouthparishes.org/index.php?page=St-Thomas-the-Martyr


Church of the Holy Trinity, Stratford-upon-Avon 239

Church of the Holy Trinity, Stratford-upon-Avon

Holy Trinity, Stratford-upon-Avon

Holy Trinity's east window from the exterior, depicting St Andrew

Country United Kingdom

Denomination Church of England

Churchmanship Broad Church

Website www.stratford-upon-avon.org/index.html [1]

History

Dedication Holy Trinity

Administration

Parish Stratford-upon-Avon

Diocese Coventry

Province Canterbury

Clergy

Vicar(s) The Revd Martin Gorick

Assistant The Revd Margaret Sweet

Laity

Organist/Director of music Andrew Henderson

Holy Trinity's window from inside

The Collegiate Church of the Holy and Undivided Trinity,

Stratford-upon-Avon is a Grade I listed[2] parish church of the
Church of England in Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, England.

Background

It is often known simply as Holy Trinity Church or as Shakespeare's

Church, due to its fame as the place of baptism and burial of William
Shakespeare. More than 200,000 tourists visit the church each year.[3]
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Plan of Holy Trinity Church

The church from the south west

History

The past building dates from 1210 and is built on the site of a Saxon
monastery. It is Stratford's oldest building, in a striking position on the
banks of the River Avon, and has long been England's most visited
parish church.
Holy Trinity contains many interesting features, including:
• A 14th-century sanctuary knocker in the church's porch (built c.

1500)
• Twenty-six, 15th century misericord seats in the chancel, with

religious, secular and mythical carvings
• Several large stained glass windows featuring major English and

Biblical saints at the church's east and west ends

The carved scenes of the life of Jesus around Balsall's tomb were
mutilated during the Reformation, as were most images of Christ.
Notable 'survivors' include a remarkable face of Christ or possibly God
the Father within a sedilia canopy, and some beautiful medieval stained
glass depicting the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ and the Day
of Pentecost. The pre-reformation stone altar slab or mensa was found
hidden beneath the floor in Victorian times and has now been
re-instated as the High Altar.

Organ

The church has a large three manual pipe organ which dates from 1841
by the organ builder William Hill. It has undergone several restorations by Hill Norman and Beard, and Nicholson.
A specification of the organ can be found on the National Pipe Organ Register [4].

The organ case was designed by George Frederick Bodley and Thomas Garner.

List of organists

• J.R. Boulcott ca. 1851[5]

• James Henry Caseley ???? - 1868[6] - 1888 - ???? (formerly assistant organist of Worcester Cathedral)
• George Frost Bloomer ca. 1900[7]

• Dr. Williamson John Reynolds 1920 - 1922 (formerly organist of St Martin in the Bull Ring, Birmingham)
• William Wells Hewitt 1926 - 1933 (then organist of the Cathedral Church of St. James (Toronto)
•• John Stuart Brough 1933 - 1949
• John Cook 1949 - 1954[8]

•• John Strickson 1954 - 1979
•• Peter Summers 1979-2006
•• Andrew Jones 2006-2011
•• Andrew Henderson 2012-

This list is incomplete.
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List of assistant organists

• E. A. Sydenham ca. 1864 [9]

• H. Bromley Derry 1903 - 1908[10] (later organist of All Saints Church, Ealing).
•• Stephen Dodsworth 1991 -
•• Darren Oliver 2009 - (jointly with Stephen Dodsworth)

This list is incomplete.

Current status
The church is open to visitors for much of the year. A small contribution is requested to access the chancel and
sanctuary in which Shakespeare is buried. Holy Trinity is a member of the Greater Churches Group. The Royal
Shakespeare Company performed Henry VIII in the church in 2006 as part of the Complete Works Festival. It is an
active parish church serving a parish of some 17,000 people.

Shakespeare

Location of Shakespeare's funerary monument, Holy
Trinity Church.

William Shakespeare, poet and playwright, was baptised in Holy
Trinity on 26 April 1564 and was buried there on 25 April 1616.
The church still possesses the original Elizabethan register giving
details of his baptism and burial, though it is kept by the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust for safekeeping. He is buried in the
beautiful 15th-century chancel built by Thomas Balsall, Dean of
the Collegiate Church, who was buried within it in 1491.
Shakespeare's funerary monument is fixed on a wall alongside his
burial place.

Shakespeare would have come to Holy Trinity every week when
he was in town, i.e. all through his childhood and on his return to
live at New Place. His wife Anne Hathaway is buried next to him
along with his eldest daughter Susanna. The church witnessed a
sad episode shortly before Shakespeare's death. The day after Shakespeare signed his Last Will and Testament on 25
March 1616 in a 'shaky hand', William's son-in-law, Thomas Quiney was found guilty in the church court of
fathering an illegitimate son by a Margaret Wheler who had recently died in childbirth. Quiney was ordered to do
public penance within the church. The distress and shame for the Shakespeare family must have been immense.
Within a month Shakespeare was dead, his funeral and burial being held at Holy Trinity on 25 April 1616.

Above the grave, a badly eroded stone slab displays his epitaph:
GOOD FREND FOR IESUS SAKE FORBEARE,
TO DIGG THE DVST ENCLOASED HEARE.
BLESTE BE YE MAN YT SPARES THES STONES,
AND CVRST BE HE YT MOVES MY BONES.

It has been claimed by at least one textbook author that the warning has served to prevent both the removal of
Shakespeare's body to Westminster Abbey and the exhumation of his body for examination.[11]

The grave of Shakespeare's wife Anne Hathaway is next to her husband's. The inscription states, "Here lyeth the 
body of Anne wife of William Shakespeare who departed this life the 6th day of August 1623 being of the age of 67 
years." A Latin inscription followed which translates as "Breasts, O mother, milk and life thou didst give. Woe is me 
- for how great a boon shall I give stones? How much rather would I pray that the good angel should move the stone
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so that, like Christ's body, thine image might come forth! But my prayers are unavailing. Come quickly, Christ, that
my mother, though shut within this tomb may rise again and reach the stars."[12] The inscription may have been
written by John Hall on behalf of his wife, Anne's daughter, Susanna.[13]
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External links
• Holy Trinity's Website (http:/ / www. stratford-upon-avon. org/ ) - information on opening times, history of the

church and several interior photographs.

Chûn Castle

Entrance to Chûn Castle

Chûn Castle is a large Iron Age hillfort (ringfort) near Penzance in
Cornwall, United Kingdom.[1] The fort was built around two and a half
thousand years ago, and fell into disuse until the 6th century AD when
it was possibly reoccupied to protect the nearby tin mines. It stands
beside a prehistoric trackway that used to be known as the Old St. Ives
Road.

Description

Edward Lluyd made a plan of this fort in around 1700 remarking that
its structure and security showed, 'military knowledge superior to that
of any other works of this kind which I have seen in Cornwall'. What is of note is the fact that the fort has a strategic
inner and outer wall and ditch. The remains today are still breathtaking despite the fact that the once twenty-feet-odd
walls now stand at around five feet due to its use in the nineteenth century as a quarry for buildings in Penzance and
Madron.

The fort was excavated in 1895, 1925, 1927 and 1930. Much pottery was uncovered, the earliest dating to the 4th
century BC due to its similarity to known Breton pottery of that age. However, it is quite possible that the fort was
built upon a much older structure. Chûn Quoit, twenty metres neighbouring, is dated to around 2400BC.
The purpose of the fort is speculated to be for protection of tin and copper gathered in the tin-rich locality of what is 
now Pendeen, with its famous Geevor Tin Mine, and surrounding villages. Iron and tin slags were found within the
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castle, near the well. However, the castle is located at the top of a moor and so easily spotted, which would not be a
wise place to put a hoard of precious metal. It overlooks many miles of ocean, the Celtic Sea, to the north, and
overlooks the only land route to this peninsula (west Penwith) to the south. Therefore not only its structure but its
location suggest a much more actively militaristic function.
The well, within the inner walls, is of note as it once had a stairway leading to the water, water which remains to this
day even during dry spells. Locals used the well water until the 1940s for domestic purposes and some for
superstitious reasons, viz. the endowment of perpetual youth. Pagans still make pilgrimages to the site on religiously
significant days.
It is believed that the fort fell into disuse around the first century AD but was reoccupied and modified several
centuries later, until the 6th century. However, occupation may date to the later Roman period.
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Chûn Quoit

Chûn Quoit.

The best preserved of all quoits (also called dolmens or cromlechs) in
Cornwall, UK is Chûn Quoit, located in open moorland near Pendeen
and Morvah. The uphill walk is worthwhile because this is perhaps the
most visually satisfying of all the quoits. Standing on a windy ridge,
near the much later constructed Chûn Castle hillfort, it surveys heather
moorland and the open sea.

As with the other quoits, the quoit was probably covered by a round
barrow (35 ft in diameter), of which much evidence abounds. It was a
closed chamber and its mushroom-domed capstone measures 3.3 m (11 ft) by 3 m (10 ft), with a maximum thickness
of 0.8 m (2 ft 7 in). It is supported about 2 m (7 ft) from the ground by four substantial slabs.[1] There is evidence of
an entrance passage to the south-east within the mound area. The site was examined in 1871 but no significant finds
were made. In the same vicinity of Chûn Quoit there are many other megalithic and archaeological sites as Lanyon
Quoit, Mên-an-Tol and Mên Scryfa. The weird rocky outline of Carn Kenidjack marks the position of midwinter
sunset away to the south-west.

This is the only cromlech in west Penwith to retain its capstone 'in situ' - others have been re-settled. It is believed to
have been built around 2400BC, two millennia before the neighbouring Chûn Castle. In 1988 radiation readings
were taken inside the chamber which revealed results 123% higher than the local environment. This 'high-energy'
granite is the only possible clue to otherwise inexplicable claims that short bursts of multicoloured light flash across
the undersurface of the quoit lasting half an hour. There is a cupmark on top of the capstone which perhaps had a
ritual significance to the druids who, to this day, make pilgrimages to the site.
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Coity Castle

Coity Castle

Coity Castle in Glamorgan, Wales is a Norman castle built by Sir
Payn "the Demon" de Turberville (fl. 1126), one of the legendary
Twelve Knights of Glamorgan supposed to have conquered Glamorgan
under the leadership of Robert FitzHamon(d.1107), Lord of
Gloucester. Now in ruins, it stands in the Community of Coity Higher
near the town of Bridgend, in the County Borough of Bridgend. Very
close to the castle is the battlemented parish church of St Mary the
Virgin, dating from the 14th century.

Castle Construction and Modification
The castle began as a late 11th century ringwork. A rectangular stone keep and the main curtain wall were added by
the Normans in the 12th century, under the de Turberville family. The three-storey keep was primarily a defensive
structure.[1]

Remains of central octagonal pier for the vaults
of Coity Castle

Extensive reworking took place in the 14th century, when a domestic
range was attached to the keep by the middle gatehouse. New stone
vaults replaced the earlier timber floors. The central octagonal pier for
the vaults is still prominent among the castle ruins. An adjoining
chapel wing with a tall east window was added to the first floor at the
eastern end of the domestic range in the 15th century.
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View of the remains of the ground floor service
rooms taken from the third floor stairway of the

living quarters, Coity Castle

During the 16th century Coity Castle, by then owned by the Gamage
family, underwent a complete remodelling of the living quarters,
including the addition of a storey, new windows and two chimney
stacks. The principal chambers lay on the upper floors. The range of
domestic apartments comprised a central first-floor hall set above a
vaulted undercroft, from which it was reached by a grand spiral stair.
To the west were ground-floor service rooms, probably including a
kitchen, with ovens. The base of a ruined large malting kiln remains.
On the far side of the range, a tower projecting from the curtain wall
contained latrines. The second floor housed private apartments.[2]

The Lordship of Coity

Tomb effigy of Katherine de Turberville, heiress of last
of the Turbervilles and Sir Roger Berkerolles (d.1351).
Their son was Sir Lawrence Berkerolles (d.1411). St.

Athan's Church, Glamorgan

Turberville

The de Turberville family held the Lordship of Coity from c. 1092
to 1360, which had been founded by Sir Payn de Turberville, one
of the legendary Twelve Knights of Glamorgan of Robert
FitzHamon, 1st. Lord of Glamorgan. Richard de Turberville,
seemingly his 6th great grandson, died in 1384 without male heir,
leaving his four sisters as co-heiresses. Katherine the eldest had
married Sir Roger Berkerolles (d.1351), another descendant of one
of the Twelve Knights of Glamorgan, of East Orchard, St Athan.
The tomb effigies of Katherine and Sir Roger can be seen in St
Athan's Church. Margaret, the second daughter, married Sir
Richard Stackpole, whose daughter Joan married Sir Richard
Verney. The third daughter, Agnes, married Sir John de la Bere of
Weobly Castle, Gower. Sarah, the fourth and youngest, married
William Gamage of Rogiet.
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Berkerolles

Seal of Sir Lawrence Berkerolles, 1392. "Azure, a
chevron or between 3 crescents argent"

It was Sir Lawrence Berkerolles (d.1411), son of Katherine the eldest
daughter, who succeeded to Coity. His sister Wenllian Berkerolles had
married Sir Edward Stradling of nearby St. Donat's Castle. Under his
tenure Coity Castle resisted an attack by the forces of Owain Glyndŵr
(Owen Glendower) and a long siege followed lasting into 1405. King
Henry IV was petitioned by Parliament to send a relief force and he
dispatched three Bristol sea captains to resupply the besieged garrison.
The Berkerolles' tenure of Coiety ended on October 18, 1411, on the
death of Sir Lawrence sine prole.

De la Bere

The heir of Sir Lawrence Berkerolles was his 1st. cousin once
removed, the minor Thomas de la Bere, the son of John de la Bere
deceased, son of Agnes Turberville (3rd. sister of Richard) and Sir
John de la Bere. Margaret de Turberville the 2nd. sister appears to have
produced no male progeny, only a daughter, Johanna, Lady Vernon.
During the minority of Thomas, Coity briefly escheated to the King,
under the hand Isabel Despenser, seemingly in her capacity as Lord of
Glamorgan, she being the wife of Richard de Beauchamp, Lord of

Bergavenny,[3]

Gamage

Thomas de la Bere died as a minor on 28 October 1414, following which the lordship reverted to Sarah de
Turberville, the youngest sister of Richard de Turberville, who had apparently produced male progeny from her
marriage to William Gamage. There was in the few years following Sir Lawrence Berkerolles's death much general
re-shuffling of property interests in Glamorgan, for example with the Stradling family. Sarah's marriage to Sir
William Gamage of Roggiett, Gwent brought the lordship into the Gamage family, where it remained until 1584.
The Gamage succession was not however easily achieved for in September 1412, that is to say whilst the supposed
true heir the minor Thomas de la Bere was still alive, William Gamage assisted by Sir Gilbert Denys(d.1422) of
Siston, Gloucestershire and formerly of Waterton-by-Ewenny,[4] in Coity lordship, besieged Coity for a month,
trying to oust Lady Joan Verney, wife of Sir Richard Verney and daughter of Margaret de Turberville, from the
Castle. Joan it seems had taken up residence to assert her own claim to Coity in the confusion following
Berkerolles's death. As she was a female, a widower and without a son, clearly her claim was deemed tenuous or
rather completely spurious. The entry in the Patent Rolls is as follows:

Westminster Sept. 16, 1412. Commission to William Newport, Chivaler, Rees ap Thomas, John Organ,
William Sparenore, Richard Delabere and Robert Wytney on information that Gilbert Denys, Chivaler,
and William Gamedge, with no moderate multitude of armed men have gone to the castle of Coytif in
Wales and besiege it and purpose to expel Joan, late the wife of Richard Vernon, Chivaler, from her
possession of it, to go as quietly as they can to the castle and raise the siege, cause proclamation to be
made that no one under pain of forfeiture shall besiege it, but those who pretend right and title in it shall
sue according to law and custom. Arrest and imprison all who oppose them and certify thereon to the
King in Chancery. By K.

The king had therefore given a commission to his local tenants-in-chief to raise the siege and gave another 
commission a month later to John Grendour for the same purpose.[5] Denys and Gamage ended up in the Tower of
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London for having taken the law into their own hands, from 19th. November 1412 until 3rd. June 1413, being
released after the death of Henry IV.[6] Their action however proved successful in enforcing the Gamage claim to
Coity. Denys's eldest daughter Joan was the wife of a certain Thomas Gamage,[7] possibly brother of William.
Another of Denys's daughters, Matilda, by his 2nd. wife, married another Thomas Gamage, son or grandson of
William and Sarah, and thereby became Lady of Coity on her husband's succession, producing a son & heir John
Gamage.[8]

Sidney

The Gamage family held Coity until the death of John Gamage in 1584.[9] His sole heiress Barbara Gamage had
married Robert Sidney, 1st Earl of Leicester and thus Coity passed to the Sidney family, whose chief seat was
Penshurst Place in Kent, which held it until the 18th. century. Barbara died at Coity in 1621.

Edwin & Earls of Dunraven

The lordship was sold in the 18th. c. to the Edwins of Llanfihangel. Through the Edwins, the Coity lordship passed
to the Earls of Dunraven.[10]

Decline
The castle was abandoned around the 17th century and the castle ruins are now in the care of Cadw.
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[1] Cadw informational sign posted at Coity Castle
[2][2] Cadw informational sign posted at Coity Castle
[3][3] Cal. of Fine Rolls, 1413-1422 (1934): 100, 441/442. Entry dated 16/1/1415, includes a long list of the tenants holding under Berkerolles,

"lands held of Isabel wife of Richard de Bello Campo of Bergavenny, chivaler, as to the lordship of Kerdyf and the co. of Glamorgan by
service of a moiety of a knight's fee..."

[4] Denys was probably the son of John Denys of Waterton mentioned in Clark's Cartae no. MXLIII, 1376, Who was granted a lease by Margam
Abbey. Sir Gilbert Denys is mentioned as renting property at Waterton from Sir Roger Berkerolles in the latter's Inq.p.m.

[5][5] Patent Rolls, 12 Oct 1412, at Westminster.
[6][6] Roskell, J.S. History of Parliament: House of Commons 1386-1421 (vol.2) 1992, p772. Biog. of Sir Gilbert Denys.
[7][7] See the will of Sir Gilbert Denys in which he names his da. Joan "wife of Thomas Gamage" as his executrix. Line 12: "Ordino et confirmo

Johnam filiam meam uxorem Thom. Gamage..."National Archives, PROB 11/2B Image Ref:413/285.
[8][8] Dictionary of Welsh Biography, National Library of Wales. Welsh Biography Online. (Gamage)
[9] Griffiths, Royston; William John Morgan, Vaughan Richards (2007). A History of the Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin. Parish Church of

St. Mary the Virgin, Coity.
[10] Griffiths, Royston; William John Morgan, Vaughan Richards (2007). A History of the Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin. Parish Church

of St. Mary the Virgin, Coity.
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Conwy Castle

Conwy Castle

Part of the County Borough of Conwy

Conwy, Wales

A view of the castle's massive defensive wall and its original gateway (right).

Location in Wales

Type Rectangular enclosure castle

Coordinates 53°16′48″N 3°49′32″W

Built 1283-89

Built by James of St. George

Construction
materials

Limestone
Sandstone

Current
condition

Ruined

Current
owner

Cadw

Events Revolt of Madog ap Llywelyn
(1294–95)
Revolt of Owain Glyndŵr (1400–09)
English Civil War (1642–46)

Conwy Castle (Medieval English: Conway Castle; Welsh: Castell Conwy) is a medieval fortification in Conwy, on
the north coast of Wales. It was built by Edward I, during his conquest of Wales, between 1283 and 1289.
Constructed as part of a wider project to create the walled town of Conwy, the combined defences cost around
£15,000, a huge sum for the period. Over the next few centuries, the castle played an important part in several wars.
It withstood the siege of Madog ap Llywelyn in the winter of 1294–95, acted as a temporary haven for Richard II in
1399 and was held for several months by forces loyal to Owain Glyndŵr in 1401.
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Following the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642, the castle was held by forces loyal to Charles I, holding out
until 1646 when it surrendered to the Parliamentary armies. In the aftermath the castle was partially slighted by
Parliament to prevent it being used in any further revolt, and was finally completely ruined in 1665 when its
remaining iron and lead was stripped and sold off. Conwy Castle became an attractive destination for painters in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries. Visitor numbers grew and initial restoration work was carried out in the second
half of the 19th century. In the 21st century the ruined castle is managed by Cadw as a tourist attraction.
UNESCO considers Conwy to be one of "the finest examples of late 13th century and early 14th century military
architecture in Europe", and it is classed as a World Heritage site.[1] The rectangular castle is built from local and
imported stone and occupies a coastal ridge, originally overlooking an important crossing point over the River
Conwy. Divided into an Inner and an Outer Ward, it is defended by eight large towers and two barbicans, with a
postern gate leading down to the river, allowing the castle to be resupplied from the sea. It retains the earliest
surviving stone machicolations in Britain and what historian Jeremy Ashbee has described as the "best preserved
suite of medieval private royal chambers in England and Wales".[2] In keeping with other Edwardian castles in North
Wales, the architecture of Conwy has close to links to that found in the kingdom of Savoy during the same period, an
influence probably derived from the Savoy origins of the main architect, James of Saint George.

History

13th century

Before the English construction of the town of Conwy, the site was occupied by Aberconwy Abbey, a Cistercian
monastery favoured by the Welsh princes.[3] The site also controlled an important crossing point over the River
Conwy between the coastal and inland areas of North Wales, and was defended for many years by Deganwy
Castle.[3] The kings of England and the Welsh princes had vied for control of the region since the 1070s and the
conflict had been renewed during the 13th century, leading to Edward I intervening in North Wales for the second
time during his reign in 1282.[4]

Reconstruction of Conwy Castle and town walls at the end of the 13th century

Edward invaded with a huge army,
pushing north from Carmarthen and
westwards from Montgomery and
Chester. Edward captured Aberconwy
in March 1283 and decided that the
location would form the centre of a
new county: the abbey would be
relocated eight miles inland and a new
English castle and walled town would
be built on the monastery's former
site.[5] The ruined castle of Deganwy
was abandoned and never rebuilt.[6]

Edward's plan was a colonial enterprise and placing the new town and walls on top of such a high-status native
Welsh site was in part a symbolic act to demonstrate English power.[7]

Work began on cutting the ditch around Conwy Castle within days of Edward's decision.[8] The work was controlled 
by Sir John Bonvillars and overseen by master mason James of St. George, and the first phase of work between 1283 
and 1284 focused on creating the exterior curtain walls and towers.[9] In the second phase, from 1284 and 1286, the 
interior buildings were erected, while work began on the walls for the neighbouring town.[10] By 1287, the castle was 
complete.[10] Huge amounts of labourers were mobilised from across England for the task, massed at Chester and 
then brought into Wales for each summer building season.[11] Edward's accountants did not separate the costs of the 
town walls from that of the castle, and the total cost of the two projects came to around £15,000, a huge sum for the
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period.[12][13]

The castle's constable was, by a royal charter of 1284, also the mayor of the new town of Conwy, and oversaw a
castle garrison of 30 soldiers, including 15 crossbowmen, supported by a carpenter, chaplain, blacksmith, engineer
and a stonemason.[14] In 1294 Madog ap Llywelyn rebelled against English rule. Edward was besieged at Conwy by
the Welsh between December and January 1295, supplied only by sea, before forces arrived to relieve him in
February.[15] Chronicler Walter of Guisborough suggested that given the austere conditions Edward refused to drink
his own private supply of wine, and instead had it shared out amongst the garrison.[16] For some years afterwards,
the castle formed the main residence for visiting senior figures, and hosted Edward's son, the future Edward II in
1301 when he visited the region to receive homage from the Welsh leaders.[17]

14th-15th centuries

Conwy Castle seen from the west, showing the
barbican guarding the Outer Ward

Conwy Castle was not well maintained during the early 14th century
and by 1321 a survey reported it was poorly equipped, with limited
stores and suffering from leaking roofs and rotten timbers.[18] These
problems persisted until Edward, the Black Prince took over control of
the castle in 1343.[18] Sir John Weston, his chamberlain, conducted
repairs, building new stone support arches for the great hall and other
parts of the castle.[18] After the death of the Black Prince, however,
Conwy fell into neglect again.[18]

At the end of the 14th century, the castle was used as a refuge by
Richard II from the forces of his rival, Henry Bolingbroke.[19] On
12 August 1399, after returning from Ireland, Richard made his way to
the castle where he met with Henry Percy, Bolingbroke's emissary, in negotiations.[20] Henry Percy swore in the
chapel not to harm the king, but when Richard left the castle he was then taken prisoner by Percy, dying later in
captivity at Pontefract Castle.[20]

Henry Bolingbroke took the English throne to rule as Henry IV in 1400, but rebellion broke out in North Wales
shortly afterwards under the leadership of Owain Glyndŵr.[20] In March 1401, Rhys ap Tudur and his brother
Gwilym, cousins of Owain Glyndŵr, undertook a surprise attack on Conwy Castle.[20] Pretending to be carpenters
repairing the castle, the two gained entry, killed the two watchmen on duty and took control of the fortress.[20] Welsh
rebels then attacked and captured the rest of the walled town.[21] The brothers held out for around three months,
before negotiating a surrender; as part of this agreement the pair were given a royal pardon by Henry.[20]

During the War of the Roses between 1455 and 1485, fought by the rival factions of the Lancastrians and the
Yorkists, Conwy was reinforced, but played little part in the fighting.[22] Henry VIII conducted restoration work in
the 1520s and 1530s, during which time the castle was being used as a prison, a depot and as a potential residence
for visitors.[22]
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17th-21st centuries

The Bakehouse Tower with watchtower, guarding
the Inner Ward, overlooking the North Wales

Coast Line

Conwy Castle fell into disrepair again by the early 17th century.[23]

Charles I sold it to Edward Conway in 1627 for £100, and Edward's
son, also called Edward, inherited the ruin in in 1631.[23][24] In 1642
the English Civil War broke out between the Charles' royalist
supporters and Parliament.[23] John Williams, the Archbishop of York,
took charge of the castle on behalf of the king, and set about repairing
and garrisoning it at his own expense.[23] In 1645, Sir John Owen was
appointed governor of the castle instead, however, leading to a bitter
dispute between the two men.[25] The Archbishop defected to
Parliament, the town of Conwy fell in August 1646 and in November
General Thomas Mytton finally took the castle itself after a substantial
siege.[26]

In the aftermath of the siege, Colonel John Carter was appointed
governor of the castle and fresh repairs were carried out.[26] In 1655
the Council of State appointed by Parliament ordered the castle to be
slighted, or put beyond military use: the Bakehouse tower was
probably deliberately partially pulled down at this time as part of the
slighting.[26] With the restoration of Charles II in 1660, Conway was
returned to Edward Conway, the Earl of Conway, but five years later
Edward decided to strip the remaining iron and lead from the castle
and sell it off.[27] The work was completed under the supervision of Edward Conway's overseer William Milward,
despite opposition from the leading citizens of Conwy, and turned the castle into a total ruin.[28]

By the end of the 18th century, the ruins were considered picturesque and sublime, attracting visitors and artists, and
paintings of the castle were made by Thomas Girtin, Moses Griffith, Julius Caesar Ibbetson, Paul Sandby and J. M.
W. Turner.[28] Several bridges were built across the River Conwy to linking the town and Llandudno during the 19th
century, including a road bridge in 1826 and a rail bridge in 1848. These improved communication links with the
castle and further increased tourist numbers.[29] In 1865 Conwy Castle passed from the Holland family, who had
leased it from the descendants of the Conways, to the civic leadership of Conwy town. Restoration work on the ruins
then began, including the reconstruction of the damaged Bakehouse tower.[29] In 1953 the castle was leased to the
Ministry of Works and Arnold Taylor undertook a wide range of repairs and extensive research into the castle's
history.[30] An additional road bridge was built to the castle in 1958.[29] Already protected as a scheduled monument,
in 1986 it was also declared part of the World Heritage Site of the "Castles and Town Walls of King Edward in
Gwynedd".[31]

In the 21st century the castle is managed by Cadw as a tourist attraction and 186,897 tourists visited the castle in
2010; a new visitor centre was opened in 2012.[32] The castle requires ongoing maintenance and repairs cost £30,000
over the 2002-03 financial year.[33]
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Architecture

Plan of the castle

UNESCO considers Conwy Castle one
of "the finest examples of late 13th
century and early 14th century military
architecture in Europe".[1] It hugs a
rocky coastal ridge of grey sand- and
limestone, and much of the stone from
the castle is largely taken from the
ridge itself, probably when the site was
first cleared..[34] The local stone was
not of sufficient quality to be used for
carving, however, and accordingly
sandstone was brought in from the
Creuddyn peninsula, Chester and the
Wirral.[35] This sandstone was more
colourful than the local grey stone, and
was probably deliberately chosen for its appearance.[35]

The castle has a rectangular plan and is divided into an Inner and Outer Ward, with four large, 70-foot (21 m) tall
towers on each side; originally the castle would have been white-washed using a lime render.[36] The outside of the
towers still have the putlog holes from their original construction, where timbers were inserted to create a spiralling
ramp for the builders.[37] Although now somewhat decayed, the battlements originally sported triple finial designs
and featured a sequence of square holes running along the outside of the walls.[38] It is uncertain what these holes
were used for - they may have been drainage holes, supports for defensive hoarding or for displaying ornamental
shields.[38]

The main entrance to the castle is through the western barbican, an exterior defence in front of the main gate.[39]

When first built, the barbican was reached over a drawbridge and a masonry ramp that came up sharply from the
town below; the modern path cuts east along the outside of the walls.[39] The barbican features the earliest surviving
stone machicolations in Britain, and the gate would originally have been protected by a portcullis.[40]

The Outer Ward, with the great hall and chapel
(r)

The gate leads through to the Outer Ward which, when first built,
would have been full of various administrative and service
buildings.[41] The north-west tower was reached through the porter's
lodge and contained limited accommodation and space for stores.[42]

The south-west tower may have been used either by the castle's
constable, or by the castle's garrison, and also contained a
bakehouse.[42] On the south side of the ward is a range of buildings
that included the great hall and chapel, sitting on top of the cellars,
which are now exposed.[43] The stubs and one surviving stone arches
from the 1340s can still be seen.[44] Behind the great hall was the tower
used by the constable for detaining prisoners; this included a special
room for holding prisoners, called the "dettors chambre" ("debtors'

chamber") in the 16th century, and an underground dungeon.[45] On the north side of the ward was a range of service
buildings, including a kitchen, brewhouse and bakehouse, backed onto by the kitchen tower, containing
accommodation and store rooms.[46]

The Inner Ward was originally separated from the Outer Ward by an internal wall, a drawbridge and a gate, 
protected by a ditch cut into the rock.[47] The ditch was filled in during the 16th century and the drawbridge
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removed.[48] The spring-fed castle well built alongside the gate survives, and today is 91-foot (28 m) deep.[48] Inside,
the ward contained the chambers for the royal household, their immediate staff and service facilities; today, historian
Jeremy Ashbee considers them to be the "best preserved suite of medieval private royal chambers in England and
Wales".[2] They were designed to form a royal palace in miniature, that could, if necessary, be sealed off from the
rest of castle and supplied from the eastern gate by sea almost indefinitely.[49]

The castle seen from the east, showing the east
barbican, the Inner Ward and (l to r) the 1848 rail

bridge, and the road bridges built in 1826 and
1958

The royal rooms were positioned on the first floor of a range of
buildings that ran around the outside of the ward, facing onto a
courtyard.[50] The four towers that protected the Inner Ward contained
service facilities, with the Chapel Tower containing the private royal
chapel.[50] Each tower has an additional watchtower turret, probably
intended both for security and to allow the prominent display of the
royal flag.[51] The arrangement was originally similar to that of the
13th century Gloriette at Corfe Castle, and provided a combination of
privacy for the king while providing extensive personal security.[52]

The two sets of apartments were later unified into a single set of
rooms, including a great chamber, outer chamber and inner
chamber.[53]

On the east side of the Inner Ward is another barbican, enclosing the castle garden.[54] This was overlooked by the
royal apartments, and changed in style over the years: in the early 14th century there was a lawn, in the late 14th
century vines, in the 16th century crab-apple trees and a lawn and in the 17th century formal ornamental flowers.[55]

A postern gate originally led down to the river where a small dock was built, allowing key visitors to enter the castle
in private and for the fortress to be resupplied by boat, although this gate is now concealed by the later bridges built
on the site.[56]

The architecture of Conwy has close to links to that found in the kingdom of Savoy in the same period.[57] These
include window styles, the type of crenellation used on the towers and positioning of putlog holes, and are usually
ascribed to the influence of the Savoy architect Master James.[57] The links between Conwy and Savoy are not
straightforward, however, as in some cases the relevant Savoy structures were built after James had left the
region.[58] The similarity in architectural details may, therefore, be the result of the wider role played by Savoy
craftsmen and engineers on the Conwy project.[58]
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Conwy town walls

Conwy town walls

Conwy, North Wales

The south side of the walls, looking towards Mill Gate

Shown within Wales

Type Town wall

Coordinates grid reference SH775775
53°16′57″N 3°49′45″W

Construction
materials

Sandstone, limestone and rhyolite

Current
condition

Intact

Current
owner

Cadw

 Open to
the public

Yes

Conwy's town walls are a medieval defensive structure around the town of Conwy in North Wales. The walls were
constructed between 1283 and 1287 after the foundation of Conwy by Edward I, and were designed to form an
integrated system of defence alongside Conwy Castle. The walls are 1.3 km (0.81 mi) long and include 21 towers
and three gatehouses. The project was completed using large quantities of labourers brought in from England; the
cost of building the castle and walls together came to around £15,000, a huge sum for the period. The walls were
slightly damaged during the rebellion of Owain Glyndŵr in 1401, but political changes in the 16th century reduced
the need to maintain such defences around the town. The fortifications were treated sympathetically during the
development of the road and railway systems in Conwy during the 19th century and survived largely intact into the
modern period. Today the walls form part of the UNESCO world heritage site administered by Cadw. Historians
Oliver Creighton and Robert Higham describe the defences as "one of the most impressive walled circuits" in
Europe.[1]
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History

13th century

Before the English construction of the town of Conwy, the site was occupied by Aberconwy Abbey, a Cistercian
monastery favoured by the Welsh princes.[2] The site also controlled an important crossing point over the river
Conwy between the coastal and inland areas of North Wales, and was defended for many years by Deganwy
Castle.[2] The English kings and Welsh princes had vied for control of the region since the 1070s and the conflict had
been renewed during the 13th century, leading to Edward I intervening in North Wales for the second time during his
reign in 1282.[3] Edward invaded with a huge army, pushing north from Carmarthen and westwards from
Montgomery and Chester. Edward captured Aberconwy in March 1283 and decided that the location would form the
centre of a new county: the abbey would be relocated eight miles inland and a new English castle and walled town
would be built on the monastery's former site.[4] The ruined castle of Deganwy was abandoned and never rebuilt.[5]

Edward's plan was a colonial enterprise and placing the new town and walls on top of such a high-status native
Welsh site was in part a symbolic act to demonstrate English power.[6]

Reconstruction of the town walls shortly after their completion in the
13th century, seen from the east

Traditionally Conwy's design and defences have been
thought to have been inspired by the growth of the
bastides. The bastides were new planned towns created
in both France and English-held Gascony during the
period, characterised by grids of straight streets, often
defended by combinations of castles and town walls.[7]

More recent research, however, has shown that English
town design played a more significant role in shaping
Conwy and other Edwardian town plans.[8] Analysis of
the new towns in Wales and England of the period has
identified common similarities in their design, with
most featuring a "T"-shaped street plan stretching away
from the coast or river, aligned with a castle which is
usually positioned at a top corner of the "T".[9] The
street plan of Conwy forms a mirror image of
Beaumaris, for example, although the latter was
defended by ditches and palisades rather than a stone

wall.[10]

The walls of Conwy were built at around the same time as the castle itself, under the overall supervision of Master
James of Saint George, Edward's chief architect in North Wales.[11] Huge amounts of labourers were mobilised from
across England for the task, massed at Chester and then brought into Wales for each summer building season.[12] The
first phase of work on the walls in 1283 involved digging ditches and erecting a palisade around the future town to
secure the area in order to allow further work to commence.[13] The stone walls and towers were then constructed in
three phases. Between 1284 and 1285, Richard the Engineer, Master James' second in command in North Wales,
built the western side of the walls; this was the most vulnerable side of the town and was deliberately given
priority.[14] In 1286, John Francis, a Savoyard mason, finished the south wall and in 1287 the remainder of the walls
along the eastern quayside were completed under the supervision of Philip of Darley.[15] Edward's accountants did
not separate the costs of the town walls from that of the castle, and the total cost of the two projects came to around
£15,000, a huge sum for the period.[16][17]
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14th – 18th centuries

Western stretch of the walls, showing an area on
the right cleared of housing after 1953

The new town of Conwy was populated by English settlers,
particularly from nearby Cheshire and Lancashire, and the town walls
were in part designed to encourage immigrants to settle there in
safety.[18] The town of Conwy was only modestly successful, however;
by 1312 it had 124 burgage tenements – properties paying rent to the
king – making it more successful than neighbouring Caernarfon, but
less so than Beaumaris.[19] Welsh residents appear to have slowly
arrived inside the town during the 14th century, and even then were
subject to considerable suspicion.[20] Protecting the town remained a
priority and during this period the constable charged with the security
of the castle was also the mayor of Conwy, although protecting the
town walls was probably the duty of the citizens rather than the forces
attached to the castle.[21] The walls were guarded by crossbowmen, and improved firing positions for them were
built into the town walls at the start of the 14th century.[22]

In 1400 the Welsh prince Owain Glyndŵr rose in rebellion against English rule.[23] Two of Owain's cousins
infiltrated and took control of Conwy Castle in 1401 and, despite the defensive walls, in the aftermath the town of
Conwy was occupied for two months and sacked by Welsh forces.[24] The townspeople complained that £5,000
worth of damage had been done, including the destruction of the gates and the bridges along the town walls.[23][25]

Over a century later, there are records of the walls being repaired in the 1520s and 1530s by Henry VIII in
preparation for a potential royal visit, but the ascension of the Tudor dynasty to the English throne had heralded a
change in the way Wales was administered.[26] The Tudors were Welsh in origin, and their rule eased hostilities
between the Welsh and English.[27] The priority given to Conwy's defences declined and the walls' defensive ditches
became used as for discarding rubbish.[28] Parts of the town walls were robbed for their stone during this period for
use in the construction of local buildings.[29]

19th – 21st centuries

The Mill Gate gatehouse, showing a rectangular
recess for a drawbridge [30]

During the 19th century some changes to Conwy's town walls were
made in order to accommodate a new railway line and roads. The
engineer Thomas Telford built two new gateways into the walls in 1826
to accommodate the traffic from the new suspension bridge across the
river Conwy.[31] In 1848 Robert Stephenson constructed the Chester to
Holyhead railway line, which ran through Conwy; unusually for the
period, attempts were made to sensitively protect the appearance of the
medieval fortifications and the entrance for the railway through the
walls on the south side of the town was built in the form of a
mock-Gothic archway, while an exit tunnel was dug under the western
walls.[32]

Interest in the town walls grew and in the 19th century one of the towers
was restored and part of the wall-walk opened up for tourists.[31] The
walls were architecturally surveyed for the first time between 1928 and
1930, with the results published in 1938.[33] The town walls were leased
from Conwy's local authority by the Ministry of Works in 1953, and a
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concerted effort began to conserve and protect the fortifications.[34] Many of the houses and buildings which had
grown up against the walls since the 14th century were removed in an effort to improve the appearance of the walled
circuit and to assist in conservation and archaeological work, and one of the 19th-century gateways inserted by
Telford was demolished in 1958.[35] Arnold J. Taylor, a prominent historian of the Edwardian castles, conducted
extensive academic work on the history and architecture of Conwy's walls during the 1950s and 1960s, adding to
their prominence.[36]

Today Conwy's walls are managed by the Welsh heritage organisation Cadw as a tourist attraction; they form a
popular walk around the town, although not all of the walls are safe for tourists to use.[37] The walls require ongoing
maintenance; in the financial year between 2002 and 2003, for example, this cost £145,000 (£184,000 in 2010
terms).[38] The walls were declared part of a UNESCO world heritage site in 1986 and are classed as a grade 1 listed
building and hold scheduled monument status.[39] They are considered by historians Oliver Creighton and Robert
Higham to be "one of the most impressive walled circuits" in Europe.[1]

Architecture

Plan of the walls in 21st century

The Conwy town walls today present a
largely unbroken, 1.3 km (0.81 mi)
long triangular circuit around the town,
enclosing 10 hectares (25 acres), and –
thanks in part to Conwy remaining a
relatively small town – are unusually
well preserved.[40] They are mostly
built from the same local sand- and
limestone used at the castle, but with
additional rhyolite stone used along the
upper parts of the eastern walls.[41]

When first built, the historical record
shows that the walls were "daubed" –
it unclear precisely what this involved,
but it implies the walls were not simply
bare stone, and were possibly
whitewashed.[42] The 21 surviving towers are mostly "gap-backed", lacking walls on the inside of the towers, and
originally included removable wooden bridges to allow sections of the walls to be sealed off from attackers.[43] The
tops of the walls feature an unusual design that uses a sequence of corbels to provide a flat, relatively wide
wall-walk.[44]

The east side of the walls emerge from Conwy Castle, but are gapped where the Chester to Holyhead road enters the
town.[45] The east side has four towers, with a postern gate and the Lower Gate both giving access to the town's
quay; all of these features have been substantially altered from their original medieval appearances.[45] The Lower
Gate, equipped with twin towers and a portcullis, controlled access to both the quayside and, prior to the construction
of the bridge, the ferry across the estuary.[45] The wall here was originally only 3.6 m (12 ft) high in places, and was
later raised to its current height using rhyolite stone in the early 14th century.[46]
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The walls and Conwy Castle, seen from the north-west

The west side of the walls include nine
towers, rising upwards towards the
south-west corner.[46] Two of the towers
were significantly effected by 19th-century
developments; one was converted into an
entrance way for the Bangor Road in 1827,
whilst another suffered a deep fissure caused
by subsidence from the excavation of the
Chester to Holyhead railway tunnel in 1845,
and had to be underpinned in 1963.[47] One
of the remaining merlons on this stretch of
the walls' battlements has a stone finial on
top, a design originally used along all of the
town walls.[47] The western wall originally

extended out to the river Conwy itself, ending in a round tower, but this has since been lost; a similar spur
arrangement was seen at Chester and Lincoln.[48]

The walls stretch along the south of the town with eight towers and two gatehouses. The Upper Gate formed the
main inland entrance to the town during the medieval period, and, in addition to its twin towers, was originally
protected by a stone barbican, of which some stonework still remains – a rare survival for town barbicans of this
period.[49] A gatekeeper would have lived over the entrance during the medieval period.[50] The original defensive
ditch and drawbridge have been filled in, however, and replaced by a modern road.[51] The second gatehouse, Mill
Gate, was designed to allow access to the royal watermill that lay just outside the main town, and similarly features
twin protective towers.[52] In between the two gatehouses are the remains of Llywelyn's Hall, a grand building
originally built into the town walls by Edward I before being dismantled and moved to Caernarfon Castle in 1316.[53]

Further along the walls is the mock-Gothic archway built in 1846 to accommodate the local railway, possibly
drawing on similar designs used in Chester.[54] A unique set of twelve medieval latrines is built into the southern
town walls, first constructed for the use of royal staff working in adjacent buildings in the 13th century.[55]
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Cotehele

Courtyard of the house

Cotehele, (Cornish: Koesheyl) (grid reference SX422685), is a
mediaeval/Tudor house located in the parish of Calstock, Cornwall,
England, UK. In Cornish the placename is Koesheyl (the creek in the
wood perhaps). Probably originating circa 1300, the main phases of
building appear to have been by Sir Richard Edgcumbe from 1485–89
and his son, Sir Piers Edgcumbe, from 1489-1520.[1] This house is one
of the least altered of the Tudor houses in the United Kingdom. The
outbuildings include a stone dovecote in a remarkable state of
preservation.[2] For centuries a home of the Edgcumbe family, the
house and estate are now under the care of the National Trust. The
grounds stretch down to a quay on the River Tamar where there is an
outpost of the National Maritime Museum.

The gardens and parkland are listed as Grade II* on the Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in
England[3]

Film location

Cotehele and terraces of its Italian garden

• Cotehele was used in the filming of
Trevor Nunn's 1996 film adaptation of
Twelfth Night.
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[3] http:/ / www. parksandgardens. ac. uk/ component/

option,com_parksandgardens/ task,site/ id,940/ tab,description/ Itemid,293/ Parks & Gardens Data Services Ltd database account
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• Cotehele information at the National Trust (http:/ / www. nationaltrust. org. uk/ cotehele/ )
• Cotehele Mill information at the National Trust (http:/ / www. nationaltrust. org. uk/ cotehele-mill/ )
• Details from listed building database (60778) (http:/ / www. imagesofengland. org. uk/ Details/ Default.

aspx?id=60778). Images of England. English Heritage.
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Criccieth Castle

Criccieth Castle

Part of Gwynedd

Criccieth, North Wales

The remains of the great gatehouse at Criccieth Castle.

Location in Wales

Type Enclosure Castle

Coordinates 52°54′58″N 4°13′57″W

Built c.1230-1280s

Built by Llywelyn the Great
Llywelyn the Last
James of St George

Construction
materials

Siltstone

In use Open to public

Current
condition

Ruinous

Controlled by Cadw

Events Welsh Wars
Prince Madoc's Rebellion
Owain Glyndŵr rebellion

Criccieth Castle (Welsh: Castell Cricieth) is a native Welsh castle situated on the headland between two beaches in
Criccieth, Gwynedd, in North Wales, on a rocky peninsula overlooking Tremadog Bay. It was built by Llywelyn the
Great of the kingdom of Gwynedd but it was heavily modified following its capture by English forces of Edward I in
the late 13th century.
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Construction
Although the stone castle was begun in the 1230s, there were three main building phases plus several periods of
remodelling. The earliest part of the masonry castle is the inner ward which was started by Llywelyn the Great.
Unlike most other Welsh native strongholds, the inner ward at Criccieth was protected by a twin D-shaped towered
gateway that was protected by a gate and portcullis, with murder holes in the passage, and outward facing arrowslits
in each tower. A design that might have been copied from English designs on the Marches such as Beeston Castle,
Cheshire or Montgomery Castle, Shropshire. The two towers of the gatehouse provided accommodation and their
height was later raised in the Edwardian period. The castle's well was also in the gatehouse passage which was
supplied by a spring fed cistern.
In the 1260s or 1270s, an outer ward was added during the second building phase under Llywelyn the Last. A new
gateway was added in the outer curtain with a large two-storey rectangular tower. The castle, although not a proper
concentric design, now had two circuits of circular defences.
Criccieth was taken by English forces in 1283. Under James of Saint George another two storey rectangular tower,
connected to the rest of the castle by a curtain wall, the "Engine Tower" (now in ruins) might have been the
foundation for a siege engine. The gatehouse had another storey added and several Welsh mural towers were
strengthened. An outer barbican was added to the outer curtain wall.
Under Welsh stewardship, the principal residence was in the SW tower but when the castle was taken over by the
English, accommodation was situated in the towers of the D-shaped gatehouse. Timber buildings, which included a
great hall, were erected within the inner ward.

History
A Motte and bailey stood at a different site in Criccieth before the masonry castle was built. In 1283 the castle was
captured by English under the command of Edward I. It was then remodelled by James of St George.
In 1294, Madoc ap Llywelyn, a distant relation of Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, began an uprising against English rule that
spread quickly through Wales. Several English-held towns were razed and Criccieth (along with Harlech Castle and
Aberystwyth Castle) were besieged that winter. Its residents survived until spring when the castle was resupplied.
In the 14th century the castle had a notable later constable called Hywel ap Gryffd who fought for Edward III at the
Battle of Crecy in 1346.
The castle was used as a prison until 1404 when Welsh forces captured the castle during the rebellion of Owain
Glyndŵr. The Welsh then tore down its walls and set the castle alight. Some stonework still show the scorch marks.
Criccieth was also one of several locations Romantic artist Joseph Mallord William Turner used for his famous
series of paintings depicting shipwrecked mariners.

Present day
The castle is maintained by Cadw. It includes exhibits and information on Welsh castles as well as the
Anglo-Norman writer Gerald of Wales.

External links
• Criccieth Castle Information [1]

• Criccieth Castle ground plan [2]

• www.geograph.co.uk : photos of Criccieth castle [3]
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Crown Buildings, Cathays Park

Cathays Park 1

Cathays Park 2

The Crown Buildings (Welsh: Adeilad y Goron) aka Cathays Park

Buildings, are the Welsh Government's main offices in Cardiff, Wales.
The buildings were formerly used by the Welsh Office and are situated
in Cathays Park. The complex consists of two buildings, Cathays Park
1 (Grade 2 listed building) and Cathays Park 2, joined by two
skybridges.

Cathays Park 1 (aka CP1 or old Crown Building) is an older
four-storey building with 3,599 m2 (38,740 sq ft) of floorspace.
Cathays Park 2 (aka CP2 or new Crown Building) is a five-storey
office building with 34,305 m2 (369,260 sq ft) of floorspace, including
an underground car park and a central atrium housing a cafe for the
office staff.[1] The Encyclopedia of Wales describes CP2, completed in
1979, as conveying an impression of "bureaucracy under siege".[2]

The sky bridge between Cathays Park 1 and 2 'the link' has been the
subject of some discussion amongst staff based in the building. People
have reported and eerie feeling, a general sense of something
'unworldly' with people catching fleeting glimpses out of the corner of
their eye which had led to rumors of the area being haunted.[3]

Notes
[1] The National Asset Register 2007 - HM Treasury (http:/ / www. hm-treasury. gov. uk/ psr_investment_nar_2007_index. htm)
[2][2] The Welsh Academy Encyclopedia of Wales. Cardiff: University of Wales Press 2008.
[3][3] 'Something over your shoulder in the Link?' Seren (The Welsh Assembly Government Staff Magazine), February 2009

External links
• Aerial photograph of Cathays Park (the Crown Buildings are in the middle foreground) (http:/ / www. gtj. org. uk/

en/ blowup1/ 413)
• The National Assembly for Wales - A Home For the Assembly (http:/ / www. assembly. wales. gov. uk/

assemblybuilding/ projectupdate/ press4. htm)
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Dolbadarn Castle

Dolbadarn Castle

Gwynedd, Wales

Dolbadarn Castle

Shown within Wales

Coordinates grid reference SH586598

Construction
materials

Slate stone

Current
condition

Ruined

Current
owner

Cadw

 Open to
the public

Yes

Events 1283 invasion of North Wales

Dolbadarn Castle is a fortification built by the Welsh prince Llywelyn the Great during the early 13th century, at
the base of the Llanberis Pass, in North Wales. The castle was important both militarily and as a symbol of
Llywelyn's power and authority. The castle features a large stone keep, which historian Richard Avent considers "the
finest surviving example of a Welsh round tower".[1] In 1284 Dolbadarn was taken by Edward I, who removed some
of its timbers to build his new castle at Caernarfon. The castle was used as a manor house for some years, before
falling into ruin. In the 18th and 19th century it was a popular destination for painters interested in Sublime and
Picturesque landscapes. It is now owned by Cadw and managed as a tourist attraction.
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History

1220–40

Dolbadarn Castle was built in either the 1220s or the 1230s by Llywelyn the Great, at the base of the Llanberis Pass,
overlooking the lake of Llyn Padarn in North Wales.[2] Traditionally the Welsh princes had not constructed castles,
instead using undefended palaces called llysoedd, or courts.[3] From the late 11th century onwards, the Normans had
advanced into Wales, taking lands in the north and establishing a band of occupied territory in the south called the
Welsh Marches. During the 12th century some timber and earthwork castles began to be built, but in small
numbers.[4]

Plan of the castle: A – South Tower; B – Keep; C – West Tower; D – East Building; E –
Hall

Llywelyn the Great initially controlled
the princedom of Gwynedd, but grew
more powerful over the course of his
reign, extending his influence over
much of Wales during the early years
of the 13th century.[5] Llywelyn was
faced by several challenges, including
dealing with the threat from the kings
of England, and maintaining his
authority over the native Welsh.[6] As
part of this strategy, Llywelyn built
Castell y Bere, an innovative stone
Welsh castle, in the 1220s.[7] Shortly
afterwards he began the first phases of

Dolbadarn Castle, constructing the initial stone fortifications on the site, including two square stone towers.[8]

The location of the castle was important both because it controlled an important mountain pass, and possibly because
Llywelyn claimed authority as the lord of the mountains and coasts of Wales: several of his castles appear to have
been located with such political symbolism in mind.[9] It is also possible that Llywelyn may have built his castle on
top of the remains of a previous fortification constructed by Maelgwn Gwynedd, a king of Gwynedd in the 6th
century, although no such remains have been found.[10]

As part of his strategy for dealing with the Marcher Lords, Llywelyn married his eldest son, Dafydd, to Isabella, the
daughter of William de Braose, a powerful lord in Brecon, Builth and Abergavenny.[6] The Marcher Lords had
adopted a style of stone castle that included circular keeps and an integrated system of curtain walls. Following
Dafydd's marriage, Llywelyn appears to have started a second phase of building at Dolbadarn, probably in the 1240s,
adding these elements to the existing castle.[11] The prince was probably aiming not only to incorporate the latest
military technology, but also to create a castle of equal prestige to those of his new allies in the south.[12][13]

Traditionally the surrounding district of Is Gwyrfai had been run from the town of Llanbeblig; after the 1240s, this
role was transferred to Dolbadarn.[14]
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1240–1300

The keep, seen across the hall and courtyard

Following Llywelyn's death in 1240, Gwynedd's power declined and
many of its eastern lands were taken by Henry III of England in
1247.[15] Llywelyn's grandson, Llywelyn the Last, took power in 1255
and imprisoned his brother Owain ap Gruffudd before extending his
power across Wales.[15] Owain was eventually released in 1277 and
there has been much historical debate over which castle he was held in.
Hywel Foel ap Griffri wrote a famous poem describing Owain's long
imprisonment in a round tower; historians believe that this refers to the
keep at Dolbardarn.[16]

The conflict between the Welsh princes and the English kings
continued in the reign of Edward I. In 1282 Llweyln fought a final campaign against Edward, ending in the prince's
death near Builth that December.[17] His brother, Dafydd ap Gruffydd, assumed power but during 1283 was forced
south into Snowdonia and by May his government was based from Dolbadarn Castle.[17] Edward deployed 7,000
troops to detain Dafydd who was finally captured and executed in October; Dolbadarn was occupied by Norman
forces.[17]

Edward was determined to prevent any further rebellion in North Wales and set about building a sequence of new
castles and walled towns, replacing the old Welsh administrative system with a new principality governed from
Caernarfon.[18] Dolbadarn was no longer relevant and within two years timber from the castle was being used by the
Normans for the construction of Caernarfon Castle.[18] This was both a practical and a symbolic action,
demonstrating Norman power over one of the most important possessions of the Welsh princes.[18]

14th – 21st centuries

The remaining parts of the castle continued to be used as a manor house into the 14th century.[18] By the 18th
century, however, Dolbadarn Castle was ruined and uninhabited.[19] From the 1760s onwards, however, it became a
popular topic for painters interested in the then fashionable landscape styles of the Sublime and the Picturesque.[20]

Typically the castle was painted in the middle ground, allowing the viewer's eye to contrast its ruined outline with
the lakes and mountains of Snowdonia; frequently the landscape was misrepresented by the artist, to create a more
striking or dramatic effect.[21] J. M. W. Turner's 1802 work depicted the back-lit castle looming over the landscape
and became particularly famous, but the paintings of the castle by Richard Wilson and Paul Sandby also represent
important artistic works of the period.[21]

In 1941 the castle was given to the State by Sir Michael Duff.[19] It is now maintained by Cadw and is protected as a
Grade I* listed building and as a scheduled monument.[22] In the light of Welsh devolution and other political
changes, the history of Dolbadarn Castle and similar Welsh castles has become increasing prominent. In response,
Cadw have noted that they intend to give an increased priority to communicating the history of these castles and the
Welsh princes.[23]
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Architecture

The castle seen from the north-west, showing (near to far) the hall,
the courtyard, the west tower, the east building, the keep and the

south tower

Dolbadarn Castle comprises a courtyard, surrounded by
a number of towers and a round keep.[24] The castle is
built from purple and green slate stone, mainly
constructed in a dry stone fashion without mortar, with
the exception of the keep.[24] The courtyard follows the
natural shape of the hill and is protected by a curtain
wall; originally perhaps 15 feet (5 m) high, it is now
only at most 3 feet (1 m) high.[25] Of the castle
buildings, only the keep remains to any significant
height.[26]

The keep today is 46 feet (14 m) high and is modelled
on early 13th-century English round towers built in the
south of the Welsh Marches.[27] As with other
Welsh-constructed towers, the entrance is on the first storey, not at ground level; it may originally have been
protected by a porch.[24] The keep had a portcullis which would have been drawn up past the window on the second
storey of the tower.[28] While the castle's flooring has long since disappeared, its interior staircase to the upper storey
may still be climbed.[29] This second storey would have formed the main chamber in the keep and had a large
fireplace and a latrine.[29] Originally the keep would have had a parapet and battlements, since destroyed.[29]

Historian Richard Avent considers it "the finest surviving example of a Welsh round tower".[1]

The rectangular west tower was a relatively short defensive structure, designed to protect the more vulnerable
western slope of the ridge.[25] A similar tower in the south overlooks the entrance to the castle.[26] At the north end
of the castle is the hall, stretching across the courtyard; in the east corner is an additional building, probably built by
the English at the end of the 13th century.[30] Although the hall is relatively large, 50 by 27 feet (15 by 8 m), these
buildings follow a simpler design to those current in England at the time, where a combination of a hall, chamber
and a service block in castles was becoming more common.[31]

Notes
[1][1] Avent, p.11.
[2][2] Avent, p.12.
[3][3] Avent, p.3.
[4][4] Avent, p.4.
[5][5] Avent, p.6.
[6][6] Avent, p.7.
[7][7] Avent, p.8.
[8][8] Avent, p.12; Butler, p.31
[9][9] Butler, p.29.
[10] Castell Dolbadarn, Llanberis (http:/ / www. cofiadurcahcymru. org. uk/ arch/ query/ page. php?watprn=GAT5550& dbname=gat&

tbname=core), Gwynedd Archaeological Trust, Regional Historic Environment Record, accessed 22 October 2011.
[11][11] Avent, pp.7, 12.
[12][12] Avent, p.12; Crouch, p.278.
[13][13] The interpretation of Dolbadarn, like other Norman and Welsh castles, has shifted over time. Post-war historians such as R. Allen Brown

focused on the military advantages of circular keeps, ascribing the design at Dolbadarn to the increased military competition in Wales during
the period. Similarly Cathcart King saw the keep as being "very well developed", noting that it "might pass for an English addition". Richard
Avent's later work on the social and political aspects of these princely castles has led to a more multi-faceted interpretation.Brown, p.54;
Avent, p.12; Crouch, p.278; King, p.135.

[14][14] Avent, p.12.
[15][15] Avent, p.14.
[16] Avent, pp.14–15.
[17][17] Avent, p.16.
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[19][19] Avent, p.21.
[20][20] Avent, p.22.
[21][21] Avent, p.22; Andrews, p.135.
[22] Dolbadarn Castle (http:/ / www. gatehouse-gazetteer. info/ Welshsites/ 101. html), Gatehouse website, accessed 22 October 2011.
[23] Jones, pp.200–201.
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Dolmen

Circassian dolmen near the Zhane river, Russia

Dolmen in Salvatierra, Spain

A dolmen, also known as a portal tomb, portal grave, or quoit,
is a type of single-chamber megalithic tomb, usually consisting of
three or more upright stones supporting a large flat horizontal
capstone (table). Most date from the early Neolithic period (4000
to 3000 BC). Dolmens were usually covered with earth or smaller
stones to form a barrow, though in many cases that covering has
weathered away, leaving only the stone "skeleton" of the burial
mound intact.

It remains unclear when, why, and by whom the earliest dolmens
were made. The oldest known dolmen are in Western Europe,
where they were set in place around 7000 years ago, at the same
time as the ancient civilisations of Egypt, India, and the Middle
East. Archaeologists still do not know who erected these dolmens,
which makes it difficult to know why they did it. The most widely
accepted theory is that all dolmen are tombs or burial chambers.
Human remains, sometimes accompanied by artefacts, have been
found in or close to them, which allowed a scientific dating. There
is however no firm evidence that even this theory is correct. It has
been impossible to prove that these archeologic remains date back
to the time when the stones were set in place.[1]

Etymology

The term dolmen originates from the expression taol maen, which
means "stone table" in Breton, and was first used archaeologically
in Théophile Corret de la Tour d'Auvergne's Origines gauloises.[2]

The etymology of the German Hünenbett or Hünengrab and Dutch
Hunebed all evoke the image of giants building the structures. Of
other Celtic languages, cromlech derives from Welsh and quoit is
commonly used in Cornwall. Anta is the term used in Portugal and
Galicia, Spain. Dös or dyss is used in Sweden. Since all the names come from languages used long after the dolmens
were erected, they don't indicate the intentions of the civilisations that constructed them.[3]

Dolmens are known by a variety of names in other languages including dolmain (Irish), cromlech (Welsh), anta
(Portuguese and Galician), Hünengrab/Hünenbett (German), Adamra (Abkhazian), Ispun (Circassian), Hunebed
(Dutch), dysse (Danish and Norwegian), dös (Swedish), and goindol (Korean).
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Dolmen di Avola (SR), Italia

Poulnabrone dolmen in the Burren, County Clare,
Ireland

Kilclooney dolmen near Ardara in County Donegal,
Ireland

Dolmen sites
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T-shaped Hunebed D27 in Borger-Odoorn, Netherlands.

Dólmen da Aboboreira, Baião, Portugal.

The dolmen Er-Roc'h-Feutet in Carnac, Brittany, France.

Crucuno dolmen in Plouharnel, Brittany, France.

Lancken-Granitz dolmen, Germany

Europe

Megalithic tombs are found from the Baltic Sea and North Sea coasts south to Spain and Portugal. Hunebedden are
chamber tombs similar to dolmens and date to the middle Neolithic (Funnelbeaker culture, 4th millennium BC).
They consist of a kerb surrounding an oval mound, which covered a rectangular chamber of stones with the entrance
on one of the long sides. Some have a more complex layout and include an entrance passage giving them a T-shape.
It has been suggested that this means they are related to the passage graves found in Denmark and elsewhere.
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Dolmen sites fringe the Irish Sea and are found in south-east Ireland, Wales, Devon and Cornwall. In Ireland,
however, more dolmens are found on the west coast, particularly in the Burren—and Connemara, which includes
some of the better-known examples, such as Poulnabrone dolmen. Examples, such as the Annadorn dolmen, have
also been found in northern Ireland, where they may have co-existed with the court cairn tombs. Some believe the
dolmens evolved from a simpler cist burial method.
Many examples appear on the Channel Islands of Jersey and Guernsey, such as La Pouquelaye de Faldouet, La
Sergenté, and La Hougue des Géonnais. The term Houge derives from the Old Norse word haugr, meaning a mound
or barrow. The most famous of these sites is La Hougue Bie, a 6,000 year old neolithic site that sits inside a large
mound; later a chapel was built on the top of the mound.[4]

Amongst the vast Neolithic collections of the Carnac stones in Brittany, France, several dozen dolmens are found.
And all around the country, several dolmens still stand, such as the ones of Passebonneau and des Gorces near
Saint-Benoît-du-Sault.
Various menhirs and dolmens are located around the Mediterranean islands of Malta and Gozo. Pottery uncovered in
these structures allowed the attribution of the monuments to the Tarxien cemetery culture of the Early Bronze Age.[5]

This later culture is not to be confused with the Neolithic inhabitants of Malta, who built the Tarxien Temples circa
3100 BC.
In France, important megalithic zones are situated in Brittany, Vendée, Quercy and in the south of France
(Languedoc, Rouergue and Corsica). More than 10,000 dolmens and menhirs cover a large part of the country (west
and south). Importants menhirs alignments in Brittany (Carnac's alignments count more than 1,000 menhirs)
In Spain dolmens can be found in Galicia (such as Axeitos, pictured below), Basque Country and Navarre (like the
Sorgin Etxea) and the basque name for theme is Trikuharri or Jentiletxe, Catalonia (like Cova d'en Daina or Creu
d'en Cobertella), Andalusia (like the Cueva de Menga) and Extremadura (like "Dolmen de Lácara").
Dolmens can be found across Portugal, from simple ones [6] to the more complex examples of megalithic
architecture, such as the Almendres Cromlech or the Anta Grande do Zambujeiro.
In Mecklenburg and Pomerania/Pomorze in (Germany) and (Poland), Drenthe (Netherlands), large numbers of these
graves were disturbed when harbours, towns, and cities were built. The boulders were used in construction and road
building. There are still many thousands left today in Europe.
In Italy dolmens can be found in Apulia, Sardinia and in Sicily where they are located in Mura Pregne (Palermo),
Sciacca (Agrigento), Monte Bubbonia (Caltanissetta), Butera (Caltanissetta), Cava Lazzaro (Siracusa), Cava dei
Servi (Ragusa), Avola (Siracusa).[7]

In Turkey, there are some dolmens in the Regions of Lalapasa and Suloglu in the Province of Edirne and the Regions
of KOfcaz, Kirklareli and Demirkoy in the Province of Kirklareli, in the Eastern Thrace. They have been studied by
Prof. Dr. Engin Beksaç, since 2004. And also, some of so-called monuments are in the different regions of Anatolia,
in Turkey.
There are interesting dolmens in the regions related to the Sakar and Rhodope and Strandzha Mountains in Bulgaria.
The largest dolmen in Europe is the Brownshill Dolmen in County Carlow, Ireland. Its capstone weighs about 150
tonnes.[8]

Lanyon Quoit is a dolmen in Cornwall, 2 miles southeast of Morvah. It stands next to the road leading from Madron
to Morvah. The capstone rested at 7 feet high with dimensions of 9 feet by 17.5 feet weighing 13.5 tons.
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Asia

Korea

A Dolmen on Ganghwa, Republic of Korea.

The largest concentration of dolmen in the world is found on the
Korean peninsula. With an estimated 35,000 dolmen, Korea alone
accounts for nearly 40% of the world’s total.[9] The largest
distribution of these is on the west coast area of South Korea.
Three specific UNESCO World Heritage sites at Gochang,
Hwasun and Ganghwa by themselves account for over 1,000
dolmen.[10]

The Korean word for dolmen is goindol (hangul:고인돌). Serious
studies of the Korean megalithic monuments were not undertaken
until relatively recently, well after much research had already been
conducted on dolmen in other regions of the world. After 1945, new research on Korean dolmen was conducted
mostly by Korean scholars.

Korean dolmen have a different morphology than the more widely known Atlantic European dolmen.[11] In 1981 a
curator of Seoul's National Museum of Korea, Gon-Gil Ji, classified Korean dolmen into two types which he called
northern and southern. He put the boundary between these at about the North Han River although both groups can be
found on both sides. Northern style dolmens are above ground with a four sided chamber and a megalithic roof (also
referred to as table type), while southern style (usually but not always underground) are made up of a stone chest or
pit covered by a slab.[12] Another typology divides them into 3 main types, the table type, the go-table type and the
unsupported capstone type. The dolmen in Ganghwa is a northern-type, table-shaped dolmen and is the biggest stone
of this kind in South Korea, measuring 2.6 by 7.1 by 5.5 metres. There are many sub-types and different styles.[13]

Southern type dolmen are associated with burials but the reason for building northern style dolmen is
uncertain.[14][15]

Due to the vast numbers and great variation in styles, it has not been possible yet to establish an absolute chronology
of dolmens in Korea. It is generally accepted that the Korean megalithic culture emerged from the late Neolithic age,
which brought agriculture to the peninsula, and existed throughout the Bronze Age. Thus, it is estimated that the
Korean dolmens were built in the first millennium BC. Another important question remains unanswered. It cannot be
said with certainty from where the megalithic culture of Korea originated, and therefore it is difficult to define its
true cultural character. Northern style dolmens are found in Manchuria and the Shandong Peninsula. Although found
in smaller numbers outside of Korea, they are often considerably larger than Korean dolmen.[16] It is unclear why
this culture only flourished so extensively on the Korean peninsula and its vicinity in Northeast Asia.

Gochang Dolmen, a table-style dolmen Hongseong Dolmen, a dissection-style dolmen
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India

Dolmens of Marayoor in Kerala, South India

Dolmens of Marayoor

There are also dolmens in Kerala, South India, about 7 km from
Marayoor near the small village of Pius Nagar, also known as
Alinchuvad. These dolmens are set in clusters of two to five dolmens
presumably for the burial of a family. There are hundreds of such
dolmen clusters in the area. Apart from overground dolmens,
underground burial chambers built with dressed stone slabs have also
been discovered in Marayoor. All these dolmens are made from heavy
granite slabs, mined using primitive technology. This was a burial
ground for several centuries for a noble tribal dynasty known as Adi
Cheras, the royal family, which rose as a paramount power in South
India in the first century. The Adi Chera tribe traded with the Egyptian
and Roman empires of the time. Most of the overground dolmens
found in Alinchuvad were made before the Iron Age since no tools
were used to dress the granite slabs. On a nearby hill tool-made granite
dolmens are also seen. One is underground and the other is
overground. The overground dolmen of this type was not used for
burial. The length of the dolmens range from 11 feet (3.4 m) to 4 feet
(1.2 m). There are scores of 4 feet (1.2 m) versions of underground
type. They had two earthenware pots, one containing the ornaments
and weapons of the individual and the other contained the cremation remains. Such underground dolmens are located
in various places, including Chelamala, in Ernakulam District, Mattathipara]], Muniyara and Panapilavu in the
district of Idukki in Kerala State, where Marayoor also is located. It appears that the tribe continued to use this burial
practice until the tribe was destroyed in the beginning of third century.

Middle East

Dolmens are also found in Israel, Syria and Jordan. Numerous large dolmens can be viewed in the Israeli National
park at Gamla.
There are many examples of flint dolmens in the historical villages of Johfiyeh and Natifah in northern Jordan. The
greatest number of dolmens are around Madaba, like the ones at Al Faiha village, 10 km to the west of Madaba city
see Madaba dolmens [17]. Two dolmens are in Hisbone, and the most have been found at Zarqa Ma'in at
Al-Murayghat, which are being destroyed by gravel quarries see where have all the dolmens gone? [18] .

Flint Dolmen in Johfiyeh, Jordan Flint Dolmen in Johfiyeh, Jordan
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Eurasia (North Western Caucasus) Circassia

Over 3,000 dolmens and other structures can be found in the North-Western Caucasus region in Russia, where more
and more dolmens are discovered in the mountains each year.
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• World heritage site of dolmen in Korea (http:/ / www. heritage. go. kr/ eng/ her/ her_08. jsp)
• The Megalithic Portal and Megalith Map (http:/ / www. megalithic. co. uk)
• Goindol: Dolmen of Korea (http:/ / www. sebastianschutyser. com/ engels/ dolmen. html)
• Research Centre of Dolmens in Northeast Asia (http:/ / www. idolmen. org)

Dover Castle

Dover Castle

Dover, Kent, England

Entrance to Dover Castle viewed from the north-west

Shown within Kent

Type Norman castle

Coordinates 51°07′47″N 1°19′17″E

Built 12th century

Built by Henry II

Current
condition

Unfinished

Current
owner

English Heritage

Events First Barons' War

Dover Castle is a medieval castle in the town of the same name in the English county of Kent. It was founded in the
12th century and has been described as the "Key to England" due to its defensive significance throughout
history.[1][2] It is the largest castle in England.[3]

http://www.heritage.go.kr/eng/her/her_08.jsp
http://www.megalithic.co.uk
http://www.sebastianschutyser.com/engels/dolmen.html
http://www.idolmen.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dover
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Keep_and_entrance_of_Dover_Castle%2C_2007.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Kent_UK_location_map.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Red_pog.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norman_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Castle
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Henry_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=English_Heritage
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_Barons%27_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dover
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kent


Dover Castle 280

History

The Roman lighthouse at Dover
Castle

Originally the site may have been fortified with earthworks in the Iron Age or
earlier, before the Romans invaded in AD43. This is suggested on the basis of the
unusual pattern of the earthworks which does not seem to be a perfect fit for the
medieval castle, excavations have provided evidence of Iron Age occupation
within the locality of the castle, but it is not certain whether this is associated
with the hillfort.[4] There have also been excavations on the mound which the
church and Roman Pharos are situated on and has been discovered to be a Bronze
Age mound.

The site also contained one of Dover's two 80-foot (24 m) Roman lighthouses (or
Pharoses), one of which still survives, whilst the remains of the other is located
on the opposing Western Heights, across the city of Dover. On the site is a
classic montrol (campsite) where the Normans landed after their victorious
conquest.

Saxon and early Norman

The view down from the Castle to the Church, possible Saxon burgh, and Harbour
beyond.

After the Battle of Hastings in October
1066, William the Conqueror and his forces
marched to Westminster Abbey for his
coronation. They took a roundabout route
via Romney, Dover, Canterbury, Surrey and
Berkshire. From the Cinque Ports
foundation in 1050, Dover has always been
a chief member—it may also have been this
that first attracted William's attention, and
got Kent the motto of Invicta. In the words
of William of Poitiers:

Then he marched to Dover, which had been reported impregnable and held by a large force. The English, stricken with fear at his approach had
confidence neither in their ramparts nor in the numbers of their troops ... While the inhabitants were preparing to surrender unconditionally, [the
Normans], greedy for money, set the castle on fire and the great part of it was soon enveloped in flames...[William then paid for the repair and]
having taken possession of the castle, the Duke spent eight days adding new fortifications to it'. The Castle was first built, entirely out of clay. It
collapsed to the ground and the clay was then used as the flooring for many of the ground-floor rooms.

This may have been repairs and improvements to an existing Saxon fort or burgh, centred on the Saxon church of St
Mary de Castro, although archaeological evidence suggests that it was actually a new motte and bailey design castle
built from scratch nearby.
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Henry II to early modern times

Section of the western curtain wall leading to Peverell's
Gateway

It was during the reign of Henry II that the castle began to take
recognisable shape. The inner and outer baileys and the great Keep
belong to this time. Maurice the Engineer was responsible for
building the keep,[5] one of the last rectangular keeps ever built.

In 1216, a group of rebel barons invited Louis VIII of France to
come and take the English crown. He had some success breaching
the walls but was unable ultimately to take the castle (see The First
Barons' War).

The vulnerable north gate that had been breached in the siege was
converted into an underground forward-defence complex
(including St John's Tower), and new gates built into the outer
curtain wall on the western (Fitzwilliam's Gate) and eastern
(Constable's Gate) sides. During the siege, the English defenders
tunnelled outwards and attacked the French, thus creating the only
counter tunnel in the world. This can still be seen in the medieval
works.
By the Tudor age, the defences themselves had been superseded
by gunpowder. They were improved by Henry VIII, who made a
personal visit, and added to it with the Moat Bulwark.
During the English Civil War it was held for the king but then taken by a Parliamentarian trick without a shot being
fired (hence it avoided being ravaged and survives far better than most castles) in 1642.

Napoleonic

Undated sketch by Amelia Long (d.1837)

Massive rebuilding took place at the end of the 18th century during the
Napoleonic Wars. William Twiss, the Commanding Engineer of the
Southern District, as part of his brief to improve the town's defences,
completed the remodelling of the outer defences of Dover Castle
adding the huge Horseshoe, Hudson's, East Arrow and East
Demi-Bastions to provide extra gun positions on the eastern side, and
constructing the Constable's Bastion for additional protection on the
west. Twiss further strengthened the Spur at the northern end of the
castle, adding a redan, or raised gun platform. By taking the roof off
the keep and replacing it with massive brick vaults he was able to
mount heavy artillery on the top. Twiss also constructed Canon's
Gateway to link the defences of the castle with those of the town.

With Dover becoming a garrison town, there was a need for barracks
and storerooms for the additional troops and their equipment. The
solution adopted by Twiss and the Royal Engineers was to create a complex of barracks tunnels about 15 metres
below the cliff top and the first troops were accommodated in 1803. At the height of the Napoleonic Wars, the
tunnels housed more than 2,000 men and to date are the only underground barracks ever built in Britain.

At the end of the Napoleonic Wars, the tunnels were partly converted and used by the Coast Blockade Service to
combat smuggling. This was a short-term endeavour though, and in 1826 the headquarters were moved closer to
shore. The tunnels then remained abandoned for more than a century.
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The secret wartime tunnels

The Second World War Coastal Artillery Operations
Room in the Secret Wartime Tunnels

The outbreak of the Second World War in 1939 saw the tunnels
converted first into an air-raid shelter and then later into a military
command centre and underground hospital. In May 1940, Admiral
Sir Bertram Ramsey directed the evacuation of French and British
soldiers from Dunkirk, code-named Operation Dynamo, from his
headquarters in the cliff tunnels.

A military telephone exchange was installed in 1941 and served
the underground headquarters. The switchboards were constantly
in use and had to have a new tunnel created alongside it to house
the batteries and chargers necessary to keep them functioning. The
navy used the exchange to enable direct communication with
vessels, as well as using it to direct air-sea rescue craft to pick up
pilots shot down in the Straits of Dover.

Later the tunnels were to be used as a shelter for the Regional
Seats of Government in the event of a nuclear attack. This plan
was abandoned for various reasons, including the realisation that
the chalk of the cliffs would not provide significant protection
from radiation, and because of the inconvenient form of the
tunnels and their generally poor condition.

Tunnel levels are denoted as A - Annexe, B - Bastion, C - Casemate, D - DUMPY and E - Esplanade. Annexe and
Casemate levels are open to the public, Bastion is 'lost' but investigations continue to gain access, DUMPY
(converted from Second World War use to serve as a Regional Seat of Government in event of an atomic war) is
closed, as is Esplanade (last used as an air raid shelter in the Second World War). DUMPY is an acronym for Deep
Underground Military Position Yellow.[6]

The Annexe level was excavated in 1941 to serve as a medical dressing station for wounded soldiers. Soldiers would
be sent for emergency treatment in the tunnels and then transferred to inland hospitals. Within the Annexe level was
dormitories, kitchens and mess rooms.
A statue of Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay was erected in November 2000 outside the tunnels in honour of his work
on the Dunkirk evacuation and protecting Dover during the Second World War.[7]

If they were being attacked they would have to move quickly as the enemies were just nine minutes away from
Dover by plane. There are over three miles of these Tunnels going deep down into the chalky cliffs, some still
undiscovered. There are tunnels that are far too dangerous to walk down.

The castle today

Dover Castle is a Scheduled Monument,[8] which means it is a "nationally important" historic building and
archaeological site that has been given protection against unauthorised change.[9] It is also a Grade I listed
building,[10] and recognised as an internationally important structure.[11] The castle, secret tunnels, and surrounding
land are now owned by English Heritage and the site is a major tourist attraction. The Lord Warden of the Cinque
Ports is officially head of the castle, in his conjoint position of Constable of Dover Castle, and the Deputy Constable
has his residence in Constable's Gate.
The wartime tunnels are studied in many schools as they are such a significant aspect of Britain's history.
The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment Museum is located in the castle.
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Between 2007 and 2009, English Heritage spent £2.45 million on recreating the castle's interior.[12] According to
figures released by the Association of Leading Visitor Attractions, nearly 350,000 people visited Dover Castle in
2010.[13]

In film and TV
• The castle has 'played' the Tower of London in To Kill a King, Lady Jane, The Other Boleyn Girl, and the initial

scene of Kevin & Perry Go Large.
• The 1996 version of The Wind in the Willows
• The 1990 film version of Hamlet, directed by Franco Zeffirelli.
• The castle served as a destination in the US TV series Treasure Hunters.
• The castle was used as a filming location for the Doctor Who serial The Mind of Evil.
• Scene of a 2002 Christmas original Most Haunted Live event.
• The castle was featured in a 1994 episode of ITV paranormal series Strange but True?.
• The castle and its tunnels served as locations in 2009 for the episode The Clocks in ITV's Agatha Christie's Poirot

series with David Suchet.
• It was used for the 2003 production Johnny English.

Churches and chapels within its walls

Royal chapel

Within the keep, dedicated to Thomas Becket.

St Mary in Castro

Saxon church, rebuilt in the Victorian era.
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Edinburgh Festival Fringe

Edinburgh Festival Fringe

A street performer on the High Street in 2010

Location(s) Edinburgh, Scotland

Years active 1947-present

Inaugurated 1947

Genre Arts festival

Website edfringe.com [1]

The Edinburgh Festival Fringe (The Fringe) is the world's largest arts festival, with the 2012 event spanning 25
days totalling over 2,695 shows from 47 countries in 279 venues.[2][3][4] Established in 1947 as an alternative to the
Edinburgh International Festival, it takes place annually in Scotland's capital, in the month of August. [5] The Fringe
is a showcase for the performing arts, particularly theatre and comedy (which has seen substantial growth in recent
years), although dance and music are also represented. In 2012, 36% of shows were comedy and 28% theatrical
productions.[5] Theatrical productions range from the classics of ancient Greece to William Shakespeare, Samuel
Beckett and contemporary works. In 2012, 1,418 shows were having their world premiere.[5]

The Fringe is an unjuried festival – with no selection committee, and therefore any type of performance may
participate. The Fringe has often showcased experimental works that might not be invited to a more conservative arts
festival. In addition to ticketed, programmed events, the Festival has included a street fair, located primarily on the
Royal Mile. The Festival is organized by the Festival Fringe Society, which publishes the programme, sells tickets,
and offers advice to performers. Their offices are on the Royal Mile.
The Board of Directors is drawn from members of the Festival Fringe Society, who are often Fringe participants
themselves - performers or administrators. Elections are held once a year, in August, and Board members serve a
term of three years. The Board appoints the Fringe CEO (formerly known as the Fringe Administrator or Director)
and operates under the chairmanship of a well-known public personality. The first chairman was Lord Grant, a High
Court judge, who gave way in 1970 to the actor Andrew Cruikshank. He was succeeded in 1983, by Dr. Jonathan
Miller, and then by Elizabeth Smith, Baroness Smith (widow of former Labour Leader John Smith).
The first full-time Fringe chief was former teacher, John Milligan, who left in 1976 to run the Craigmillar Festival.
He was succeeded by writer and historian Alistair Moffat, who left in 1981 to become Head of Arts at Scottish
Television. He was replaced by Michael Dale, who departed in 1986 to become Head of Events for the Glasgow
Garden Festival. He was succeeded by his deputy, Mhairi Mackenzie-Robinson, who left in 1993 to pursue a career
in business. Hilary Strong served in the position until 1999, when she then became director of the Greenwich
Theatre. She was followed by Paul Gudgin (2000-2007), Jon Morgan (2007-2008), and Kath Mainland, the current
CEO.
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The 2011 Fringe sold 1,877,119 tickets[3] for 41,689 performances of 2,542 shows, in 258 venues, over 25 days,[5]

for an average of more than 75,000 admissions and 1,360 performances per day. There were an estimated 21,192
performers, from 60 countries participating. There were 607 free shows.

History

John Bishop performing at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe.

Early years

The Fringe started life when eight theatre companies turned up
uninvited to the inaugural Edinburgh International Festival in 1947.
Seven performed in Edinburgh, and one undertook a version of the
medieval morality play "Everyman" in Dunfermline Cathedral, about
20 miles north, across the river Forth, in Fife. These groups aimed to
take advantage of the large assembled theatre crowds to showcase their
own, alternative, theatre. The Fringe got its name the following year
(1948) after Robert Kemp, a Scottish playwright and journalist, wrote
during the second Edinburgh International Festival: ‘Round the fringe
of official Festival drama, there seems to be more private enterprise than before ... I am afraid some of us are not
going to be at home during the evenings!’.[6]

The Fringe did not benefit from any official organization until 1951, when students of the University of Edinburgh
set up a drop-in centre in the YMCA, where cheap food and a bed for the night were made available to participating
groups. It was 1955 before the first attempt was made to provide a central booking service.[7]

The advent of the Fringe was not warmly greeted by some sections of the International Festival (and the Edinburgh
establishment), leading to outbursts of animosity between the two festivals. This lasted well into the 1970s.
Formal organization progressed in 1959, with the formation of the Festival Fringe Society. A constitution was drawn
up, in which the policy of not vetting or censoring shows was set out, and the Society produced the first guide to
Fringe shows. Nineteen companies participated in the Fringe in that year.
The artistic credentials of the Fringe were established by the creators of the Traverse Theatre, John Calder, Jim
Haynes and Richard Demarco in 1963. While their original objective was to maintain something of the Festival
atmosphere in Edinburgh all year round, the Traverse Theatre quickly and regularly presented cutting edge drama to
an international audience on both the Edinburgh International Festival and on the Fringe during August. It set a
standard to which other companies on the Fringe aspired. The Traverse is occasionally referred to as 'The Fringe
venue that got away', reflecting its current status as a permanent and integral part of the Edinburgh arts scene.
Problems began to arise as the Fringe became too big for students and volunteers to deal with. Eventually in 1969 the
Society became a constituted body, and in 1970 it employed its first administrator, John Milligan, who left in
1976.[7]

Between 1976 and 1981, under the direction of Alistair Moffat, the number of companies performing rose from 182
to 494, thus achieving its position of the largest arts festival in the world. At this point, the Fringe operated on only
two full-time members of staff. In 1988 the Society moved from 170 High Street to its current expanded
headquarters on the Royal Mile.
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The Fringe today

A street performer on the Royal Mile, with
volunteer (2004).

The Fringe has grown dramatically since its inception. Statistics for
2011 Edinburgh Festival Fringe concluded that it was the largest on
record: there were over 40,000 performances of over 2,500 different
shows in 258 venues.[3] Ticket sales amounted to around 1.8 million.[3]

There are now 12 full-time members of staff.

Of the shows, theatre had been the largest genre in terms of number of
shows until 2008, when it was overtaken by comedy, which has been
the major growth area over the last 20 years. The other genres are, in
order of number of shows: Music, Dance & Physical Theatre, Musicals
& Opera, and Children's Shows, in addition to assorted Events and
Exhibitions.

It is possible to sample shows before committing to a full performance. For many years, the Fringe Club (variously
in the High Street from 1971 and at Teviot Row Student Union from 1981) provided nightly showcases of Fringe
fare to allow audiences to sample shows. The Fringe Club closed down in 2004, and various venues still provide "the
Best of the Fest" and similar. The best opportunity used to be afforded by "Fringe Sunday", started in the High Street
in 1981 and moved through pressure of popularity to Holyrood Park in 1983. Fringe Sunday was held on the second
Sunday of the Fringe when companies performed for free. Having outgrown even Holyrood Park, this showcase took
place on The Meadows until 2008. Alternatively, on any day during the Fringe the pedestrianised area of the High
Street around St Giles' Cathedral and the Fringe Office becomes the focal point for theatre companies to hand out
flyers, perform scenes from their shows, and attempt to sell tickets. Many shows are "2 for 1" on the opening
weekend of the Festival.

Venues

The Pleasance Courtyard during the 2006
Edinburgh Festival Fringe

According to the Fringe Society there were 258 venues in 2011,
although over 80 of them housed events or exhibitions, which are not
part of the main performing art genres that the Fringe is generally
known for.
Over the first 20 years each performing group had its own performing
space, or venue. However, by around 1970 the concept of sharing a
venue became popular, principally as a means of cutting costs. It soon
became possible to host up to 6 or 7 different shows per day in a hall.
The obvious next step was to partition a venue into two or more
performing spaces; the majority of today's venues fit into this category.
This approach was taken a stage further by the early 1980s with the
arrival of the "super-venue" – a location that contains multiple performing spaces. The Assembly Rooms started the
trend in 1981, taking over the empty Georgian building that had once hosted the International Festival Club, and the
following year The Circuit was prominent; it was in fact a "tented village”, that was situated on a piece of empty
ground, popularly known as “The Hole in The Ground”, once the site of a snooker club (Pool's), where the Saltire
complex was subsequently built in the early 1990s. The new Traverse Theatre opened here in 1993.

Venues now come in all shapes and sizes, with use being made of every conceivable space from proper theatres (e.g.
Traverse or Bedlam Theatre), custom-made theatres (e.g. Music Hall in the Assembly Rooms), historic castles (C
venues), to lecture theatres (Pleasance, George Square Theatre and Sweet ECA), conference centres, other university
rooms and spaces, temporary structures (The Famous Spiegeltent and the Udderbelly ), churches and church halls,
schools, a public toilet, the back of a taxi, and even in the audience's own homes.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Royal_Mile
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AEdinburgh_fringe_royal_mile_street_performance.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Holyrood_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St_Giles%27_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2006_Edinburgh_Festival_Fringe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=2006_Edinburgh_Festival_Fringe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3APleasance_Courtyard.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Assembly_Rooms_%28Edinburgh%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Traverse_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bedlam_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=C_venues
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=C_venues
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=George_Square_Theatre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Famous_Spiegeltent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Udderbelly


Edinburgh Festival Fringe 288

The groups that operate the venues are also very diverse: some are commercial and others not-for-profit; some
operate year-round, while others exist only to run venues at the Fringe. Many are based in London.
From the performers' perspective, the decision on where to perform is typically based on a mixture of cost, location
(close proximity to other venues is seen as a plus), and the philosophy of the venue – some of whom specialise in
amateur, school or college productions, some of whom are semi or wholly professional.
The professionalism of venues and of organisations has greatly increased. The church hall at Lauriston Place, used
by Edinburgh University Theatre Company as Bedlam Theatre, was taken over by Richard Crane and Faynia
Williams from the University of Bradford in 1975 to house "Satan's Ball". This was an ambitious benchmark
production which inspired others. By 1980 when William Burdett-Coutts set up the Assembly Theatre in the
Assembly Rooms on George Street (formerly the EIF Festival Club), the investment in staging, lighting and sound
meant that the original amateur or student theatricals were left behind. There was still theatre done on a shoestring,
but several cultural entrepreneurs had raised the stakes to the point where a venue like Aurora (St Stephen's Church,
Stockbridge) could hold its head up in any major world festival.

Computerised box office

A computerised booking system was first installed in the early 1990s, allowing tickets to be bought at a number of
locations around the city. The Internet arrived in 2000 with the launching of its official website, which sold over half
a million tickets online by 2005. In the following year, a Half Price Ticket Tent was added in association with Metro,
offering special ticket prices for different shows each day, selling 45,000 tickets in its first year.
Several venues use their own ticketing systems; this is partly due to issues of commissions and how ticket revenue is
distributed,[8] and was reinforced by the 2008 failure of the main box office.

2008 problems

In 2008 the Fringe faced the biggest crisis in its history when the computerised ticketing system failed. The director
of the Fringe resigned and the Board decided that the post of "Director" (invented in 1992 after years of being called
"Fringe Administrator") would be abolished and replaced by a Chief Executive, thus reinforcing the Fringe chief's
basic administrative function. A report into the failure was commissioned from accountancy firm Scott-Moncrieff.[8]

The events surrounding the failed box office software led to the resignation of Fringe Director Jon Morgan after only
one full year in post. The resultant financial loss suffered by the Fringe Society has been estimated at £300,000
which it was forced to meet from its reserves. These events attracted much comment from the UK and world media.
More debts emerged as the year went on, and an independent report criticised the Board and the current and previous
Fringe Directors for a failure of management and an inability to provide the basic service.
To make matters worse, Fringe Sunday – a vast free showcase of events held on the Meadows – was cancelled as a
sponsor could not be secured.[9] After an interim period, when Tim Hawkins from Brighton held the reins,
established Edinburgh Book Festival and Fringe manager Kath Mainland was appointed in February 2009 to stabilise
the situation, and became the Fringe's first Chief Executive.

Notable shows

Edinburgh has spawned many notable original shows and helped establish the careers of many writers and
performers.
In 1960 Alan Bennett, Dudley Moore, Peter Cook and Jonathan Miller performed at the Royal Lyceum theatre in
Beyond the Fringe, introducing a new wave of British satire and heralding a change in attitudes towards politicians
and the establishment. Ironically, this show was put together by the Edinburgh International Festival as a rebuff to
the emerging Fringe. But its title alone helped publicise "the Fringe", especially when it went on to London's West
End and New York's Broadway for the next 12 months.[10]
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Tom Stoppard's play Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead was first performed in its full version at the 1966
Fringe.[11]

It has also launched or advanced the careers of a number of noted actors, such as Derek Jacobi, who starred in a
sixth-form production of Hamlet, which was very well regarded.[12]

During 1980s the Festival Fringe attracted a number of major touring companies. Joint Stock Theatre Company,
arguably the leading innovative touring company at that time, brought two productions to the Fringe. These were The
Great Celestial Cow by Sue Townsend and Fire in the Lake by Karim Alrawi. In 1986 the Fringe saw the breakout
performance of Craig Ferguson as "Bing Hitler", a "parody of all the über-patriotic native folk singers who seemed
to infect every public performance in Scotland."[13]

2003 saw a very successful production of 12 Angry Men staged at the Assembly Rooms using established comedians
in the roles of the twelve jurors. It starred Owen O'Neill in the role made famous by Henry Fonda, Juror #8. Stephen
Frost, Phil Nichol and Bill Bailey also featured.[14]

A 2004 version of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest was beset by problems, including the lead actor Christian Slater
contracting chicken pox and the original director, Guy Masterson, quitting the project before it opened. Masterson
was replaced by Terry Johnson.[15]

In 2005, a production of Neil Simon's The Odd Couple starring Bill Bailey and Alan Davies was staged at the
Assembly Hall, the meeting place on the Mound of the Church of Scotland. This had been taken over by Assembly
Theatre and transformed into an 840-seat theatre.[16]

The Tattoo set-up at Edinburgh Castle served as the 6,000-seat venue for a one-off performance by Ricky Gervais of
his latest stand-up show Fame in 2007. Gervais was accused of greed[17] and taking audiences away from smaller
shows. Gervais donated the profits from the show to Macmillan Cancer Support.[18]

Fringe legacy
The concept of fringe theatre has been copied around the world. The largest and most celebrated of these spawned
festivals are Adelaide Fringe Festival, National Arts Festival in Grahamstown, South Africa, and Edmonton
International Fringe Festival. The number of such events continues to grow, particularly in the USA and Canada. In
the case of Edinburgh (est 1947) the Fringe is an addition to the Festival proper. Hence the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe. But where there is no actual Festival to be added to – such as New York (est 1997) – or where the festival is
more "fringe" than anything else, the word comes before the word "festival", thus the "Adelaide Fringe Festival."
(est 1979).
In the field of drama, the Edinburgh Fringe has premièred several plays, most notably Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
Are Dead by Tom Stoppard (1966) and Moscow Stations (1994) which starred Tom Courtenay. Over the years, it has
attracted a number of companies that have made repeated visits to the Fringe, and in doing so helped to set high
artistic standards. They have included: the London Club Theatre Group (1950s), 7:84 Scotland (1970s), the
Children's Music Theatre, later the National Youth Music Theatre under Jeremy James Taylor, the National Student
Theatre Company (from the 1970s), Communicado (1980s and 1990s), Red Shift (1990s), Grid Iron, and Fitchburg
State University. The Fringe is also the staging ground of the American High School Theatre Festival.
In the field of comedy, the Fringe has provided a platform that has allowed the careers of many performers to bloom.
In the 1960s, various members of the Monty Python team appeared in student productions, as subsequently did
Rowan Atkinson, Stephen Fry, Hugh Laurie and Emma Thompson, the latter three with the 1981 Cambridge
Footlights. Atkinson was at Oxford. Notable companies in the 1980s have included Complicite and the National
Theatre of Brent. More recent comedy performers to have been 'discovered' include Rory Bremner, Fascinating
Aïda, Reduced Shakespeare Company, Steve Coogan, Jenny Eclair, The League of Gentlemen, Al Murray and Rich
Hall.
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Criticism

Open Access Arts Festival

The role of the Fringe Society is to facilitate the festival, concentrating mainly on the challenging logistics of
organising such a large event. Alistair Moffat (Fringe administrator 1976–1981) summarised the role of the Society
when he said, “As a direct result of the wishes of the participants, the Society had been set up to help the performers
that come to Edinburgh and to promote them collectively to the public. It did not come together so that groups could
be invited, or in some way artistically vetted. What was performed and how it was done was left entirely to each
Fringe group”. This approach is now sometimes referred to as an unjuried festival, open access arts festival or a
fringe festival.[4]

Quality

Over the years this approach has led to adverse criticism about the quality of the Fringe. Much of this criticism
comes from individual arts critics in national newspapers, hard-line aficionados of the Edinburgh International
Festival, and occasionally from the Edinburgh International Festival itself.
The Fringe's own position on this debate may be summed up by Michael Dale (Fringe Administrator 1982–1986) in
his book Sore Throats & Overdrafts, "No-one can say what the quality will be like overall. It does not much matter,
actually, for that is not the point of the Fringe ... The Fringe is a forum for ideas and achievement unique in the UK,
and in the whole world ... Where else could all this be attempted, let alone work?". Views from the middle ground of
this perennial debate point out that the Fringe is not complete artistic anarchy. Some venues do influence or decide
on the content of their programme, such as the Traverse and the now defunct Aurora Nova.
A frequent criticism, well-aired in the media over the last 20 years, has been that "stand-up comedy is taking over"
the Fringe, that a large proportion of newer audiences are drawn almost exclusively to stand-up comics (particularly
to television comedy stars in famous venues), and that they are starting to regard non-comedy events as "peripheral".
The 2008 Fringe marked the first time that comedy has made up the largest category of entertainment.[19]

The freedom to put on any show has led periodically to controversy when individual tastes in sexual explicitness or
religion have been contravened. This has brought some into conflict with local city councillors. There have been the
occasional performing groups who have deliberately tried to provoke controversy as a means of advertising their
shows.

Ticket prices

In the mid 1990s only the occasional top show charged £10 per seat, while the average price was £5–£7; in 2006,
prices were frequently over £10, and £20 was reached for the first time in 2006 for a show that lasted 1 hour. Some
of the reasons that are put forward for the increases include: the increasing costs associated with hiring large venues;
theatre licences and related costs; plus the price of accommodation during the Edinburgh Festival which is expensive
for performers as well as for audiences.
In recent years a different business model has been adopted by two organisations; The Free Fringe and The Laughing
Horse Free Edinburgh Fringe Festival have introduced the concept of the free entry show, though there are
collections at the end of each performance. There were 22 shows that came under this banner in 2005, growing
rapidly to over 600 in 2011. There was also the "pay what you can" model of the Forest Fringe, discussed below.
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Costs to performers

Putting on a show at the Fringe is costly to performers,[20] due to registration fees, venue hire, cost of
accommodations, and travel to Edinburgh. There are graduated registration fees, inexpensive venues, and
inexpensive accommodations, but despite this, few shows even break even. Instead, the festival is touted as a
networking opportunity, training ground or springboard for future career advancement, and exciting and fun for
performers as well as spectators.[21]

Costs to venues

Putting on shows is costly to venues as well, due to theatre license fees which by 2009 had risen 800% in the
preceding three years, and were eight times as high as fees in English cities, starting at £824 for a venue of up to 200
people and rising to £2,472 for a venue of up to 5,000 people.[22] These fees have been cited as punitive to smaller
venues and site-specific performances by such figures as Julian Caddy,[23] which in 2009 featured site-specific
shows in such venues as Inchcolm island and a swimming pool at the Apex International Hotel.

Fringe of the Fringe

The Fringe itself at times sprouts a fringe. While the festival is unjuried, participating in the Fringe requires
registration, payment of a registration fee,[20] and use of a Fringe venue. For example, the 2008 registration fee was
£289.05.[24] Some outdoor spaces also require registration, notably the Royal Mile.[25][26] Thus some artists perform
outside of the auspices of the Fringe, either individually or as part of a festival or in association with a venue, either
outdoors or in non-Fringe venues.
Started by Deborah Pearson in 2007, and continuing in 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011, under the co-directorship of
Andy Field and Deborah Pearson, a primary "Fringe of the Fringe" festival is the,[27][28] at The Forest, with support
from 2008 to 2010 by the Battersea Arts Centre (BAC) and currently supported by several organisations including
the Jerwood Foundation and Queen's University in Canada. The aim is to encourage experimentation by reducing
costs to performers – not charging for space, and providing accommodation. The same applies to audiences: all
shows being "pay what you can".[29]

Reviews and awards

Sources of reviews

For many groups at the Fringe the ultimate goal is a favourable review which, apart from the welcome kudos, may
help to minimise any financial losses that are suffered in putting on the show.
Edinburgh based newspaper The Scotsman, known for its comprehensive coverage of the Edinburgh Festival,
originally aimed to review every show on the Fringe. Now they are more selective, as there are simply too many
shows to cover, although they do see almost every new play being staged as part of the Fringe's theatre programme,
because of their Fringe First awards.
Other Scottish media outlets that provide coverage include: The Herald, Scotland on Sunday, Sunday Herald and the
Scottish edition of Metro. Scottish arts and entertainment magazines The List and Fest Magazine – also provide
extensive coverage.
A number of independent reviewing organisations cover the Fringe, including Broadway Baby, ThreeWeeks,
Chortle, FringeReview, and FringeGuru.
The Festival Media Network was founded in 2010 to act as a trade organisation for these independent media. Its
members are Broadway Baby, Festival Previews, Fringe Guru, FringeReview, Hairline, iFringe, ThreeWeeks, The
Podcast Network and WhatsOnStage.com.[30]
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In 2012, the most prolific reviewers were Broadway Baby which published over 1900 reviews, [31] ThreeWeeks,
which published 1000 reviews during August,[32] and The Scotsman with 826 reviews[33]. The List published 480
reviews and WhatsOnStage.com published 52.[34]

Most of the London-based broadsheets also review, in particular The Guardian and The Independent, while arts
industry weekly The Stage publish a large number of Edinburgh reviews, especially of the drama programme.

Awards

Gabriel Byrne holding his Herald Angel

There are a growing number of awards for Fringe shows, particularly
in the field of drama:
• The Scotsman introduced the prestigious 'Fringe First' awards in

1973. These awards were established by Scotsman arts editor Allen
Wright to encourage new theatre writing, and are given only to new
plays (or new translations), and several are awarded for each of the
three weeks of the Fringe – usually by a celebrity at a prestigious
ceremony.

• Herald Angels are awarded by the team of arts writers of The
Herald to performers or shows deemed worthy of recognition.
Similar to Fringe Firsts, they are given each week of the Fringe.

• The Stage has awarded the Stage Awards for Acting Excellence since 1995. There are currently four categories:
best actor, actress, ensemble and solo show.

• 'Total Theatre Awards' has presented their Total Theatre Awards for excellence in the field of physical and visual
theatre since 1997. The categories under which these awards are given vary from year to year. A notable addition
in 2007 was the inclusion of a 'Wild Card' award chosen by the festival-going public.

• Amnesty International introduced the Amnesty Freedom of Expression Award in 2002.[35]

• The Carol Tambor Best of Edinburgh Award for best drama was introduced in 2004. To be eligible for this award
a show must have received a four or five star rating in The Scotsman and must not have previously played in New
York, as the prize is to put the show on in New York.

• The ThreeWeeks Editors' Awards[36] was introduced in 2005 and are given to the ten things that have most excited
the ThreeWeeks editors each year.

• The Bobby[37] was launched by Broadway Baby in 2011 and are given to the best shows of the festival as decided
by the Broadway Baby judging panel. In 2012 a second type of Bobby was launched called the Technical Bobby,
awarded for technical achievement at the Fringe, such as lighting or set design.

• The Terrier Awards (hosted by The Scotsman Piano Bar) joined The Tap Water Awards (hosted by the Holyrood
Tavern) as alternative awards in 2006.

• The Edinburgh Musical Theatre Awards were introduced in 2007 by Musical Theatre Matters, to encourage the
writing and production of new musicals on the Fringe.

• The Holden Street Theatres Edinburgh Award – presented at The Scotsman Fringe Awards Ceremony. The
Award offers an outstanding production the opportunity to tour as the headline act for Holden Street Theatres in
its Adelaide Fringe Program in the following year.
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The Malcolm Hardee Award

• The Perrier Awards for Comedy came into existence in 1981 when
the award was won by the Cambridge Footlights. (Two further
award categories have since been added.) Perrier, the mineral water
manufacturer ended its long association in 2006 and was succeeded
by the Scottish-based company Intelligent Finance. In 2009 IF also
withdrew and could not be replaced so the awards are now
temporarily being funded by promoter Nica Burns and rebranded as
the Edinburgh Comedy awards, or "Eddies".

• The Malcolm Hardee Award "for comic originality of thought or
performance"[38] is to be presented for ten years, 2008–2017.[39][40]

An initial one-off Malcolm Hardee Award had been made at the Fringe in 2005, the year of Hardee's death, to
American musical comic Reggie Watts.[41]
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Evesham Abbey

Evesham Abbey bell tower

Evesham Abbey was founded by Saint Egwin at Evesham in England
between 700 and 710 A.D. following a vision of the Virgin Mary by
Eof.[1]

According to the monastic history, Evesham came through the Norman
Conquest unusually well, because of a quick approach by Abbot
Æthelwig to William the Conqueror.[2] Only one section of walling
survives from the actual abbey, although fragments of the chapter
house, the bell tower and the gateway remain, which were added later:
the chapter house in the 13th century and the bell tower in the 16th
century. Simon de Montfort (1208–1265) is buried beneath the high
altar of the ruined abbey, the spot marked by an altar-like memorial
monument dedicated by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1965.[3] The
abbey is of Benedictine origin, and became in its heyday one of the
wealthiest in the country. During the Dissolution of the Monasteries,
the abbey was demolished leaving only the bell tower surviving into
the 21st century.

Early foundation

The year of the foundation of Evesham Abbey (that is, when a
monastic community was first established) is problematic. William
Tindal (1794) comments that "I have a MS. but without name or
reference, which says that he [Ecgwine] began his Abbey in the year
682. This is before he was made bishop, and seems improbable. Tanner [Not. Mon. p.168] says in 701. The date of
Constantine’s charter may decide the point as to the consecration of his Abbey, but there is reason to suppose that
Egwin began to build as early as the year 702".[4] George May gives 701 as the year that Ethelred conferred on
Ecgwine the whole peninsula [5] with the erection of the monastery commencing in the same year.[6]

On the other hand, the year of the consecration derives from the grant of the first privilege to the Abbey from Pope
Constantine "written in the seven hundred and ninth year of our Lord’s incarnation."[7] Ecgwine returned from Rome
bearing this charter, which was apparently read out by Archbishop Berhtwald at a council of “the whole of England”

held at Alcester,[8] although that meeting was probably fictitious.[9] Thomas of Marlborough records that, in
accordance with the apostolic command, a community of monks was then established[10] (meaning the foundation
can also be dated to 709):
"When the blessed Ecgwine saw that longed-for day when the place which he had built would be consecrated, and a
monastic order established to serve God in that place, he then abandoned all concerns for worldly matters, and
devoted himself to a contemplative way of life. Following the example of the Lord by humbling himself, he resigned
his bishop’s see, and became abbot of the monastery."[11]

The charter of Ecgwine (written 714) records that on the feast of All Saints “Bishop Wilfrid and I consecrated the
church which I had built to God, the Blessed Mary, and to all Christ’s elect”.[12] The feast of All Saints became
established in the West after 609 or 610 under Pope Boniface IV; its observance on 1 November dates from the time
of Pope Gregory III (died 741).[13] Bishop Wilfrid was Egwin’s successor to the see of Worcester (though he is
sometimes confused with Wilfrid, Archbishop of York, who died c. 709).
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Although the exact year of the foundation remains unclear, it can be reasonably assumed that the date of the abbey's
consecration was the feast of All Saints in 709. That the consecration occurred on this feast day provides a neat
connection with All Saints Church. That Abbot Clement Lichfield lies buried beneath the Chantry Chapel, now
known as the Lichfield Chapel in consequence, provides the link to the closing days of the life of the abbey.

Dissolution
During the Dissolution of the Monasteries of the 16th century, on its surrender to the king in 1540, the abbey was
plundered and demolished by the townsfolk.[14] Only the bell tower survives. The coat of arms of Evesham Abbey is
still used in modern times as the crest of Prince Henry's High School, Evesham.

Excavations
The antiquary Edward Rudge began excavtions of the abbey, on parts of his property, between 1811 and 1834. The
results were given to the Society of Antiquaries of London, illustrations of the discoveries were published in their
Vetusta Monumenta with by a memoir by his son, Edward John Rudge. Rudge commissioned an octagon tower for
the site of the battlefield in 1842, to honour Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester.[15]

Burials of saints
• Saint Egwin, third bishop of Worcester and founder of Evesham Abbey
• Saint Credan[16]

• Saint Wigstan of Mercia (aka Wulstan and Wystan)[17]

• Saint Odulf[18][19]

Other burials
• Simon de Montfort, 6th Earl of Leicester[20]

• Henry de Montfort[21]

• Hugh le Despencer, 1st Baron le Despencer[22]

GWR Star Class steam engine
One of the Great Western Railway Star class locomotives was named Evesham Abbey and numbered 4065. It was
subsequently rebuilt as a Castle class locomotive being renumbered as 5085 while retaining the name Evesham
Abbey.
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(1834), p.47 refers to St Wulstan. Also see The Victoria History of the County of Worcester, p.387 and ‘The Mitred Abbey of St. Mary,
Evesham’, p.12.

[18] On St. Odulf see ‘The Medieval Hagiography of Saint Ecgwine’, p.79 & p.83. This notes that Abbot Ælfweard occupied himself with
increasing Evesham’s prestige, and purchased the relics of Saint Odulf.

[19] Evesham Abbey and the Parish Churches: A Guide, p.8; The Victoria History of the County of Worcester, p.387
[20] On the burial of Simon de Montfort see George May, The History of Evesham (1834), p.65; E.J. Rudge, A Short History of Evesham, p.141;

William Tindal, History and Antiquities of Evesham, p.137; Evesham Abbey and the Parish Churches: A Guide, p.8.
[21][21] see George May (1834), p.65; E.J. Rudge, p.141; Tindal, p.137; Douglas Greenwood, p.81
[22][22] George May (1834), p.65; Tindal, p.137; E.J. Rudge, p.141.
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Ewenny Priory

Transept of Ewenny Priory by J. M. W. Turner

Ewenny Priory, in Ewenny in the Vale of Glamorgan, Wales, was a
monastery of the Benedictine order, founded in the 12th century.

The building was unusual in having military-style defences. Following
the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the priory, like many of its kind,
was converted into a private house. However, the priory church is still
in use, and restoration work has recently been carried out by Cadw.

External links

• Website for the Priory Church [1]

• Contains more information and pictures of the Priory [2]

• BBC Wales feature on Ewenny Priory [3]
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Exeter Cathedral

Exeter Cathedral

Cathedral Church of Saint Peter

Exeter Cathedral
Shown within Devon

50°43′21″N 3°31′48″W

Location Exeter, Devon

Country United Kingdom

Denomination Church of England

Tradition High Church

Website www.exeter-cathedral.org.uk [1]

Architecture

Previous cathedrals 2

Style Norman, Gothic

Years built 1112-1400

Administration

Diocese Exeter (since 1050)

Province Canterbury

Clergy

Bishop(s) The Rt Revd Michael Langrish DD

Dean The Very Revd Dr Jonathan Draper

Precentor Fr Carl Turner

Canon Chancellor Fr Andrew Godsall
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Canon(s) Dr Paul Avis, Theologian

Canon Missioner Mthr

Canon Treasurer Fr Ian Morter SCP

Laity

Director of music Andrew Millington

Organist(s) David Davies, Assistant Director of
Music
Stephen Tanner, Assistant Organist

Exeter Cathedral, the Cathedral Church of Saint Peter at Exeter, is an Anglican cathedral, and the seat of the
Bishop of Exeter, in the city of Exeter, Devon, in South West England.
The present building was complete by about 1400, and has several notable features, including an early set of
misericords, an astronomical clock and the longest uninterrupted vaulted ceiling in England.

History
The founding of the cathedral at Exeter, dedicated to Saint Peter, dates from 1050, when the seat of the bishop of
Devon and Cornwall was transferred from Crediton because of a fear of sea-raids. A Saxon minster already existing
within the town (and dedicated to Saint Mary and Saint Peter) was used by Bishop Leofric as his seat, but services
were often held out of doors, close to the site of the present cathedral building.
In 1107 William Warelwast, a nephew of William the Conqueror, was appointed to the see, and this was the catalyst
for the building of a new cathedral in the Norman style. Its official foundation was in 1133, during Warelwast's time,
but it took many more years to complete.[2] Following the appointment of Walter Bronescombe as bishop in 1258,
the building was already recognized as outmoded, and it was rebuilt in the Decorated Gothic style, following the
example of nearby Salisbury. However, much of the Norman building was kept, including the two massive square
towers and part of the walls. It was constructed entirely of local stone, including Purbeck Marble. The new cathedral
was complete by about 1400, apart from the addition of the chapter house and chantry chapels.
Like most English cathedrals, Exeter suffered during the Dissolution of the Monasteries, but not as much as it would
have done had it been a monastic foundation. Further damage was done during the English Civil War, when the
cloisters were destroyed. Following the restoration of Charles II, a new pipe organ was built in the cathedral by John
Loosemore. Charles II's sister Henrietta Anne of England was baptised here in 1644. During the Victorian era, some
refurbishment was carried out by George Gilbert Scott.
As a boy, The composer Matthew Locke was trained in the choir of Exeter Cathedral, under Edward Gibbons, the
brother of Orlando Gibbons. His name can be found scribed into the stone organ 'screen'.
On 4 May 1942 an early-morning air raid took place over Exeter. The cathedral sustained a direct hit by a large
high-explosive bomb on the chapel of St James, completely demolishing it. The muniment room above, three bays of
the aisle and two flying buttresses were also destroyed in the blast. The medieval wooden screen opposite the chapel
was smashed into many pieces by the blast, but it has been reconstructed and restored.[3] Many of the cathedral's
most important artifacts, such as the ancient glass (including the great east window), the misericords, the bishop's
throne, the Exeter Book, the ancient charters (of King Athelstan and King Edward the Confessor) and other precious
documents from the library had been removed in anticipation of such an attack. The precious effigy of Bishop
Bronscombe had been protected by sand bags.[4] Subsequent repairs and the clearance of the area around the western
end of the building uncovered portions of earlier structures, including remains of the Roman city and of the original
Norman cathedral.
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Notable features
Notable features of the interior include the misericords, the minstrels' gallery, the astronomical clock and the organ.
The 18 m (59 ft) high bishop's throne in the quire was made from Devon oak between 1312 and 1316; the nearby
choir stalls were made by George Gilbert Scott in the 1870s. The east window contains much 14th-century glass, and
there are over 400 ceiling bosses, one of which depicts the murder of Thomas Becket. Because there is no centre
tower, Exeter Cathedral has the longest uninterrupted medieval vaulted ceiling in the world, at about 96 m (315 ft).[3]

One of the misericords, depicting a pipe and tabor
player

Misericords

The fifty misericords are the earliest complete set in the United
Kingdom.[5] They date from two periods: 1220–1230 and 1250–1260.
Amongst other things, they depict the earliest known wooden
representation of an elephant in the UK. Also, unusually for
misericords of this period, they have supporters.

Minstrels' gallery

The minstrels' gallery in the nave dates to around 1360 and is unique in English cathedrals. Its front is decorated with
12 carved and painted angels playing medieval musical instruments, including the cittern, bagpipe, hautboy, crwth,
harp, trumpet, organ, guitar, tambourine and cymbals, with two others which are uncertain.[6]

Astronomical clock

The clock

The clock is one of the group of famous 14th- to 16th-century astronomical
clocks to be found in the West of England. Others are at Wells, Ottery St Mary,
and Wimborne Minster.

The main, lower, dial is the oldest part of the clock, dating from 1484.[3] The
fleur-de-lys 'hand' indicates the time (and the position of the sun in the sky) on a
24-hour analogue dial. The numbering consists of two sets of I-XII Roman
numerals. The silver ball and inner dial shows both the age of the moon and its
phase (using a rotating black shield to indicate the moon's phase). The upper dial,
added in 1760, shows the minutes.[3]

The Latin phrase Pereunt et Imputantur, a favourite motto for clocks and
sundials, was written by the Latin poet Martial. It is usually translated as "they
perish and are reckoned to our account", referring to the hours that we spend,
wisely or not. The original clockwork mechanism, much modified, repaired, and

neglected until it was replaced in the early 20th century, can be seen on the floor below. The door below the clock
has a round hole near its base. This was cut in the early 17th century to allow entry for the Bishop's cat to deter
vermin that were attracted to the animal fat used to lubricate the clock mechanism.[3]
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Library

Si quis illum inde abstulerit eterne subiaceat maledictioni. Fiat. Fiat.
(If any one removes this he shall be eternally cursed. So be it! So be it!)

Curse written by Leofric on some of the books in his library[7]

The library began during the episcopate of Bishop Leofric (1050–72) who presented the cathedral with 66 books,
only one of which remains in the library: this is the Exeter Book (Exeter Cathedral Library MS 3501) of
Anglo-Saxon poetry. 16 others have survived and are in the British Library, the Bodleian Library or Cambridge
University Library. A 10th-century manuscript of Hrabanus Maurus's De Computo and Isidore of Seville's De
Natura Rerum may have belonged to Leofric also but the earliest record of it is in an inventory of 1327. The
inventory was compiled by the Sub-Dean, William de Braileghe, and 230 titles were listed. Service books were not
included and a note at the end mentions many other books in French, English and Latin which were then considered
worthless. In 1412-13 a new lectrinum was fitted out for the books by two carpenters working for 40 weeks. Those
books in need of repair were repaired and some were fitted with chains. The catalogue compiled in 1506 shows that
the library furnished some 90 years earlier had 11 desks for books. The most beautiful manuscript in the library is a
Psalter (MS. 3508) probably written for the Church of St Helen at Worcester in the early 13th century).[8]

The earliest printed book in the library is represented by only a single leaf: this is Cicero's De officiis (Mainz: Fust
and Schoeffer, 1465–66).[8] There is a good collection of early medical books, part of which came in 1948 from the
Exeter Medical Library (founded 1814), and part on permanent loan from the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital
(1300 volumes, 1965). A catalogue of the cathedral's books made in 1506 records over 530 titles, of which more than
a third are service books.[8] In 1566 the Dean and Chapter presented to Archbishop Matthew Parker a manuscript of
the Anglo-Saxon Gospels which had been given by Bishop Leofric;[9] in 1602 81 manuscripts from the library were
presented to Sir Thomas Bodley for the Bodleian Library at Oxford. In 1657 under the Commonwealth the Cathedral
was deprived of several of its ancillary buildings, including the reading room of 1412-13. Some books were lost but
a large part of them were saved due to the efforts of Dr Robert Vilvaine, who had them transferred to St John's
Hospital. At a later date he provided funds to convert the Lady Chapel into a library, and the books were brought
back. By 1752 it is thought the collection had grown considerably to some 5,000 volumes, to a large extent by
benefactions. In 1761 the Dean Charles Lyttelton describes it as having over 6,000 books and some good
manuscripts. He describes the work which has been done to repair and list the contents of the manuscripts. At the
same time the muniments and records had been cleaned and moved to a suitable muniment room.[8]

The 17th-century organ case
(enlarged in 1891)[10]

In 1820 the library was moved from the Lady Chapel to the Chapter House. In
the later 19th century two large collections were received by the Cathedral, and it
was necessary to construct a new building to accommodate the whole library.
The collections of Chancellor Edward Harington and Canon F. C. Cook were
together more than twice the size of the existing library, and John Loughborough
Pearson was the architect of the new building on the site of the old cloister.
During the 20th century the greater part of the library was transferred to rooms in
the Bishop's Palace, while the remainder was kept in Pearson's cloister library.[8]

Organ

The Cathedral organ stands on the ornate medieval screen, preserving the old
classical distinction between quire and nave. The first organ was built by John
Loosemore in 1665. There was a radical rebuild by Henry Willis in 1891, and
again by Harrison & Harrison in 1931.[11] The largest pipes, the lower octave of

the 32 ft Contra Violone, stand just inside the south transept. The organ has one of only three trompette militaire 
stops in the country (the others are in Liverpool Cathedral and London's St Paul's Cathedral), housed in the minstrels'

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leofric_%28bishop%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Exeter_Book
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cambridge_University_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cambridge_University_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hrabanus_Maurus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isidore_of_Seville
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Worcester
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Matthew_Parker
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thomas_Bodley
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bodleian_Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charles_Lyttelton_%28bishop%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AExeter_cathedral_007.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Loughborough_Pearson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Loughborough_Pearson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Quire_%28architecture%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nave
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Loosemore
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Loosemore
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Henry_Willis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harrison_%26_Harrison
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Transept
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trompette_militaire
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Liverpool_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Minstrels%27_gallery


Exeter Cathedral 303

gallery, along with a chorus of diapason pipes.[10]

Organists / Directors of Music

•• 1586 Matthew Godwin •• 1693 Richard Henman •• 1842 Alfred Angel • 1933 Alfred William
Wilcock

•• 1591 Arthur Cocke •• 1741 John Silvester • 1876 Daniel Joseph Wood • 1953 Reginald Moore
•• 1609 John Lugge •• 1753 Richard Langdon • 1919 Ernest Bullock (later Organist of Westminster

Abbey)
• 1957 Lionel Frederick

Dakers
•• 1665 Theodore Coleby •• 1777 William Jackson • 1928 Thomas Armstrong (later Principal of the

Royal Academy of Music)
• 1973 Lucian

Nethsingha
•• 1674 Henry Hall •• 1804 James Paddon • 1999 Andrew

Millington
•• 1686 Peter Passmore and

John White
• 1835 Samuel Sebastian

Wesley

Assistant Organists (Organist from 1999)
This list is incomplete.

•• 1856 H. G. Halfyard • 1900 - 1906 Revd Arnold Duncan
Culley[12]

•• 1937 - 1940 John Norman Hind •• 1969 - 2010 Paul
Morgan (titled
'Organist' in 1999)

•• 1861 - 1870 W. Pinney •• 1906 - 1918 F. J. Pinn •• 1945 - 1946 John Norman Hind
•• Graham Clarke • 1919 - 1927 Ernest Bullock[13] (later

Organist of Westminster Abbey)

•• 1946 - Edgar S. Landen

•• ???? - 1880? Mr.
Vinnicombe

• 1929 - 1937 William Harry Gabb[14] (later
Organist of H.M. Chapels Royal & Sub
Organist at St Paul's Cathedral, London)

• 1950 - 1955 Howard
Stephens[15]

•• 1881 - 1889 Ernest Slater •• 1956 - 1961 Stuart Marston
Smith

• Frederick Gandy
Bradford[16]

• 1961 - 1969 Christopher Gower
(later Master of the Music at
Peterborough Cathedral)

• ???? - 1898 Walter
Hoyle[17] (later organist of
Coventry Cathedral)

Assistant Directors of Music
This list is incomplete.

•• 2010 David Davies

Assistant Organists and organ scholars
•• 1994 Stephen Tanner (Assistant Organist)
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Burials

Effigies of Hugh Courtenay, 2nd Earl of Devon
(1303-1377) and his wife Margaret de Bohun

(d.1391), south transept, Exeter Cathedral, Devon

This list is incomplete.

• Leofric (bishop), first Bishop of Exeter (1050–1072)
• Robert Warelwast, Bishop of Exeter (1138–1155)
• Bartholomew Iscanus, Bishop of Exeter (1161–1184)
• John the Chanter, Bishop of Exeter (1186–1191)
• Henry Marshal, Bishop of Exeter (1194–1206)
• Simon of Apulia, Bishop of Exeter (1214–1223)
• Walter Branscombe, Bishop of Exeter (1258–1280)
• Peter Quinel, Bishop of Exeter (1280–1291)
• Henry de Bracton, English ecclesiastic and jurist
• Walter de Stapledon, Bishop of Exeter (1308–1326)
• John Grandisson, Bishop of Exeter (1327–1369)
• Hugh Courtenay, 2nd Earl of Devon (1303-1377) and his wife

Margaret de Bohun (d.1391)
• Thomas de Brantingham, English lord treasurer and Bishop of

Exeter (1370–1394)
• Edmund Stafford, Lord Privy Seal, Lord Chancellor, Baron

Stafford and Bishop of Exeter (1395–1419)
• Hugh Oldham, Bishop of Exeter (1504–1519)
• William Alley, Bishop of Exeter (1560–1571)
• William Bradbridge, Bishop of Exeter (1571–1578)
• John Woolton, Bishop of Exeter (1579–1594)
•• Sir Gawen Carew
•• Peter (Pierre) of Courtenay (1126-1183), youngest son of Louis VI

of France and his second Queen consort Adélaide de Maurienne.
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Rubbing from monumental brass of Sir Peter
Courtenay (d.1405), 5th son of Hugh Courtenay, 2nd
Earl of Devon (1303-1377), Exeter Cathedral, south

aisle

Holy relics

Prest's wife and the Stonemason
from an 1887 edition of Foxe's Book

of Martyrs

It is recorded in an 11th-century missal that King Athelstan had brought together
a great collection of holy relics at Exeter Cathedral; sending out emissaries at
great expense to the continent to acquire them. Amongst these items were a little
of the bush in which the Lord spoke to Moses, and a bit of the candle which the
angel of the Lord lit in Christ's tomb.[18]

Legends

According to the semi-legendary tale, Agnes Prest, during her brief time of
liberty in Exeter before her execution in 1557, met a stonemason repairing the
statues at the Cathedral. She stated that there was no use repairing their noses,
since "within a few days shall all lose their heads".[19] There is a memorial to her
and another Protestant martyr, Thomas Benet, in the Livery Dole area of Exeter.
The memorial was designed by Harry Hems and raised by public subscription in
1909.[20]
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Wildlife
The Tube web spider Segestria florentina, notable for its metallic green fangs, can be found within the outer walls.
The walls are made of calcerous sandstone, which decay from acidic pollution, to form cracks and crevices which the
spider and invertebrates inhabit.[21]

Lay Vicars and Choral Scholars

Decani Alto

•• Mike Dobson (1976-Present)
•• Richard Abbott (2004-2008)
•• Peter Oakley (2009-2010)
•• William Morrison (2010 - 2011)
•• Frazer MacDiarmid (2011-Present)

Decani Tenor

•• Michael Gormley (2007-2010)
•• Thomas Castle (2010-2011)
•• Edward Woodhouse (2011-Present)

Decani Bass

•• Edward Lougher (2008-2009)
•• Charlie Hughes (2009-Present)

Cantoris Alto

•• Laurence Blyth (2004-2012)
•• Alasdair Forbes (2008-2009)
•• Christopher West (2010-2011)
•• Harry Castle (2011-2012)

Cantoris Tenor

•• Richard Brain (2008-2011)

Cantoris Bass

•• Michael Vian Clark (???-2009)
•• Andrew Henley (2009-2012)
•• Julian Rippon (2009-Present)

Images
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Ceiling bosses including
Thomas Becket
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More ceiling bosses
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Further reading
• Henry, Avril K.; Hulbert, Anna C.. "Exeter Cathedral Keystones & Carvings: A Catalogue Raisonné of the

Sculptures & Their Polychromy" (http:/ / hds. essex. ac. uk/ exetercath/ index. html). Universities of Essex –
History Data Service. Retrieved 2010-08-23.

• Barlow, Frank, et al. (1972) Leofric of Exeter: essays in commemoration of the foundation of Exeter Cathedral
Library in A.D. 1072; by Frank Barlow, Kathleen M. Dexter, Audrey M. Erskine, L. J. Lloyd. Exeter: Univeity of
Exeter

• Orme, Nicholas (2009) Exeter Cathedral: the first thousand years, 400-1550. Exeter: Impress ISBN
0-9556239-8-7 (a history of the successive churches on the site from Roman to early Tudor times)
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• Official website (http:/ / www. exeter-cathedral. org. uk/ )
• A history of the choristers of Exeter Cathedral (http:/ / www. ofchoristers. net/ Chapters/ Exeter. htm)
• Photos and drawings (http:/ / www. gotik-romanik. de/ ExeterThumbnails/ Thumbnails. html)
• Flickr images tagged Exeter Cathedral (http:/ / www. flickr. com/ search/ ?s=int& w=all& q=Exeter+ Cathedral&

m=text)
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Fashion Museum, Bath

Fashion Museum

Location within Somerset and the United Kingdom

Established 1963

Location Bath, Somerset

Coordinates 51°23′10″N 2°21′45″W

Website Official website [1]

The Fashion Museum (known before 2007 as the Museum of Costume) is housed in the Assembly Rooms in Bath,
Somerset, England.
The collection was started by Doris Langley Moore, who gave her collection to the city of Bath in 1963. It focuses
on fashionable dress for men, women and children from the late 16th century to the present day and has more than
30,000 objects.[2] The earliest pieces are embroidered shirts and gloves from about 1600.

Dress of the Year
Every year from its creation in 1963, an independent fashion expert has been asked to select a dress for entry into
this part of the collection. The designers whose work is represented include: Mary Quant, John Bates, Ossie Clark,
Jean Muir, Bill Gibb, Giorgio Armani, John Galliano, Ralph Lauren, Alexander McQueen, Donatella Versace and
Alber Elbaz.[2]

For further details, see Dress Of The Year.
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Gadfield Elm Chapel

Gadfield Elm Chapel, near Pendock

The Gadfield Elm Chapel near the village of Pendock in
Worcestershire, England, is the oldest extant chapel of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church).

The structure was built in 1836 as a religious meetinghouse by the
United Brethren, a group of breakaway Primitive Methodists led by
Thomas Knighton. In 1840, Latter Day Saint missionary and apostle
Wilford Woodruff preached among the United Brethren; ultimately all
but one of the 600 members of the United Brethren were converted to
Mormonism. After the conversions, the structure was deeded to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints by Knighton and John
Benbow.

As a chapel of the early Latter Day Saint movement, the building was a centre of activity for the church in the
Malvern Hills area. Several regional conferences of the church were held in the chapel, and Brigham Young, who at
the time was President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, spoke there at least once. The chapel was sold by the
church in 1842 to help fund the emigration of British Latter Day Saints to America.

The building was privately owned until it was purchased in 1994 by the Gadfield Elm Trust, a group of LDS Church
members interested in preserving the chapel. The Trust renovated and restored the chapel, and it was dedicated by
LDS Church apostle Jeffrey R. Holland on 23 April 2000.
In 2004, the Gadfield Elm Trust donated ownership of the chapel to the LDS Church, and it was rededicated by
church president Gordon B. Hinckley on 26 May 2004. The chapel is operated as a historical tourist site by the LDS
Church and admission to the public is free.

Gadfield Elm Chapel, interior
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Gadfield Elm Chapel, from the picnic area

External links
• Gadfield Elm Chapel [6]: official website, includes virtual tour
• Gadfield Elm [7]: Mormon Historic Sites Registry
• Gadfield Elm blog [8]: collection of personal stories and media about Gadfield Elm
• Dedicatory Prayer of Gadfield Elm Chapel [9]: delivered by Gordon B. Hinckley on 2004-05-26
• Gadfield Elm [10]: blog about Gadfield Elm by Andrew Mason
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Glastonbury Tor

Glastonbury Tor

Elevation 158 m (518 ft)[1]

Prominence 145 m (476 ft)

Listing Sub-Marilyn

Location

Location Somerset, England

OS grid ST512386

Coordinates 51°8′36″N 2°41′57″W

Topo map OS Landrangers 182, 183

Glastonbury Tor is a hill at Glastonbury, Somerset, England, which features the roofless St. Michael's Tower. The
site is managed by the National Trust. It has been designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument (No: 196702).[2]

Tor is a local word of Celtic origin meaning 'rock outcropping' or 'hill'. The Tor has a striking location in the middle
of a plain called the Summerland Meadows, part of the Somerset Levels. The plain is actually reclaimed fenland out
of which the Tor once rose like an island, but now, with the surrounding flats, is a peninsula washed on three sides
by the River Brue. The remains of Glastonbury Lake Village nearby were identified in 1892, showing that there was
an Iron Age settlement about 300–200 BC on what was an easily defended island in the fens.[3][4] Earthworks and
Roman remains prove later occupation. The spot seems to have been called Ynys yr Afalon (meaning "The Isle of
Avalon") by the Britons, and it is believed by some to be the Avalon of Arthurian legend.
A model of Glastonbury Tor was incorporated into the opening ceremony of the 2012 Summer Olympics in London.
As the athletes entered the stadium, their flags were displayed on the terraces of the model. [5]
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Pre-history and history

Ruin of St Michael's Church

Interior of St Michael's Church

Some Neolithic flint tools recovered from the top of the Tor show that
the site has been visited and perhaps occupied throughout human
prehistory. Excavations on Glastonbury Tor, undertaken by a team led
by Philip Rahtz between 1964 and 1966, revealed evidence of Dark
Age occupation around the later medieval church of St. Michael:
postholes, two hearths including a metalworker's forge, two burials
oriented north-south (thus unlikely to be Christian), fragments of 6th
century Mediterranean amphorae (vases for wine or cooking oil), and a
worn hollow bronze head which may have topped a Saxon staff.[6] The
Celtic name of the Tor was "Ynys Wydryn", or sometimes "Ynys
Gutrin", meaning "Isle of Glass". At this time the plain was flooded,
the isle becoming a peninsula at low tide.

Remains of a 5th century fort have been found on the Tor. This was
replaced by the medieval St. Michael's church that remained until
1275. According to the British Geological Survey, an earthquake was
recorded on 11 September 1275, which was felt in London, Canterbury
and Wales, and this quake destroyed the church.[7] The quake was also
reported to have destroyed many houses and churches in England,
suggesting intensities greater than 7 MSK and an epicentre in the area
around Portsmouth or Chichester, South England. It is possible that the
shape of the tor led to a local amplification of the seismic waves where
the church was situated.

A second church, built in the 1360s, survived until the Dissolution of
the Monasteries in 1539 when the Tor was the place of execution
where Richard Whiting, the last Abbot of Glastonbury Abbey, was
hanged, drawn and quartered along with two of his monks. The
remains of St. Michael's Tower were restored in modern times. It is a grade I listed building and is managed by the
National Trust.[8]

The site of the fair held at the foot of the Tor is embodied in the traditional name of "Fair Field" given to an
agricultural enclosure, the enclosures in the local landscape dating from the 18th century.

Mythology

View from Glastonbury Tor, c2000

The Tor has been associated with the name Avalon, and identified with
King Arthur, since the alleged discovery of King Arthur and Queen
Guinevere's neatly labelled coffins in 1191, recounted by Gerald of
Wales.[9] Modern archaeology has revealed several sub-Roman
structures.[10]

With the 19th-century resurgence of interest in Celtic mythology, the
Tor became associated with Gwyn ap Nudd, who was first Lord of the
Underworld, and later King of the Fairies. The Tor came to be
represented as an entrance to Annwn or Avalon, the land of the fairies.[11]
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View towards Brent Knoll from Glastonbury Tor.

A persistent myth of more modern origin is that of the Glastonbury
Zodiac, an astrological zodiac of gargantuan proportions said to have
been carved into the land along ancient hedgerows and trackways. The
theory was first put forward in 1927 by Katherine Maltwood, an artist
with an interest in the occult, who thought the zodiac was constructed
approximately 5,000 years ago. However, the vast majority of the land
said to be covered by the zodiac was under several feet of water at the
proposed time of its construction.

Christopher Hodapp asserts in his book The Templar Code For
Dummies that Glastonbury Tor is one of the possible locations of the
Holy Grail. This is because it is close to the location of the monastery that housed the Nanteos Cup.[12]

Another speculation is that the Tor was reshaped into a spiral maze for use in religious ritual, incorporating the myth
that the Tor was the location of the underworld king's spiral castle.[11]

Terraces

Terraces on the Tor

The seven deep, roughly symmetrical terraces are one of the Tor's
enduring mysteries. A number of possible explanations for them have
been put forward:
• Agriculture — many cultures, not least the British farmers of the

Middle Ages have terraced hills to make ploughing for crops easier.
Mann, however, observes that if agriculture had been the reason for
the creation of the terraces, it would be expected that the effort
would be concentrated on the south side, where the sunny
conditions would provide a good yield, however it may be seen that
the terraces are equally deep on the north, where there would be
little benefit. Additionally, none of the other slopes of the island have been terraced, even though the more
sheltered locations would provide a greater return on the labour involved.

• Cattle grazing — over long periods of time, cattle grazing can cause terraces to develop, but these are usually of a
much smaller size than those observed at Glastonbury and also tend to run parallel to the contours of the hill. In
some places, the terraces of Glastonbury are quite steep and it is difficult to point to other hills with comparable
patterns of livestock-induced erosion.

• Defensive ramparts — Other Iron Age hill forts in the area show evidence of extensive fortification of the slopes
of hills, (for example, South Cadbury Castle). However, the normal form of these ramparts is that of a bank and
ditch and on the Tor, there is no evidence of this arrangement. Additionally, South Cadbury, as one of the most
extensively fortified places in early Britain had three concentric rings of banks and ditches supporting an 18
hectare enclosure. By contrast, the Tor has seven rings and very little space on top for the safekeeping of a
community, making it a strange thing indeed to have spent so much effort to have gained so little.

• Labyrinth — Professor Rahtz felt that the theory that the Tor terraces formed the remains of a three dimensional
labyrinth was "well worth consideration" (in Mann, 1993). The theory, first put forward by Geoffrey Russell in
1968, states that the 'classical labyrinth' (Caerdroia), a design found all over the Neolithic world, can be easily
transposed onto the Tor so that by walking around the terraces one eventually reaches the top in the same pattern.
Evaluating this hypothesis is not easy. A Labyrinth would very likely place the terraces in the Neolithic era
(Rahtz, in Mann, 1993), but given the amount of occupation since then, there may have been substantial
modifications by farmers and/or monks and conclusive excavations have not been carried out.
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Geology

The last few yards of the walk up the Tor. The
concrete path encourages visitors to avoid the

steeper, more direct, routes which could lead to
erosion.

The Tor consists of layers of clay and blue lias strata (Jurassic
sandstone) with a cap of hard midford sandstone, whose resistance to
erosion compared to the lower layers is responsible for its height. The
iron-rich waters of Chalice Well, a spring, have been flowing out as an
artesian well for millions of years, impregnating the sandstone round it
with iron oxides that have reinforced it. Iron-rich but oxygen-poor
water in the aquifer carries dissolved Iron (II) "ferrous" iron, but as the
water surfaces and its oxygen content rises, the oxidized Iron (III)
"ferric" iron drops out as insoluble "rusty" oxides that bind to the
surrounding stone, hardening it. As the surrounding soft sandstone has
eroded away, Glastonbury Tor has slowly been revealed.
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External links
• Glastonbury Tor information at the National Trust (http:/ / www. nationaltrust. org. uk/ Glastonbury-tor/ )
• bbc.co.uk/somerset: The Glastonbury To(u)r (http:/ / www. bbc. co. uk/ somerset/ nature/ walks/ )
• National Trust conservation statement, 1999 (http:/ / www. glastonburytor. org. uk/ tor-conserve. html):

topography, archaeology, associative values, policies - page not found
• Explanation of the geological origin of Glastonbury Tor (http:/ / www. bbc. co. uk/ dna/ 360/ A633070)
• British Geological Survey (http:/ / www. quakes. bgs. ac. uk/ earthquakes/ historical/ historical_listing. htm) (in

relation to the quake of 1275. If you go to this link, scroll down to the quake of 11 September 1275) - page not
found

• The Ancient Landscape around Glastonbury (http:/ / www. palden. co. uk/ leymap/ mapallmap. html)
self-published map (1982), Palden Jenkins. Online version (2004)

locations of ley lines and topography visualized using historic sea levels, featuring impact of notable
events such as the Irish Sea tsunami of 1607

Gloucester Abbey
Gloucester Abbey was a Benedictine abbey for monks in the city of Gloucester, England. The abbey was founded
about 1022 and was dedicated to Saint Peter.[1] It is recorded that the abbey lost about a quarter of its complement of
monks in 1377 due to the Black Death.
In 1540, the abbey was dissolved by Henry VIII, and became Gloucester Cathedral the following year.[2]
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Gloucester Cathedral

Gloucester Cathedral

Cathedral Church of St Peter and the Holy and Indivisible Trinity

Gloucester Cathedral
Shown within Gloucestershire

51°52′03″N 2°14′48″W

Location Gloucester, Gloucestershire

Country England

Denomination Church of England

Website www.gloucester cathedral.org.uk [1]

Architecture

Style Romanesque & Gothic

Years built 1089–1499

Specifications

Length 130m

Width across transepts 43.9m

Height 68.6m

Number of towers 1

Tower height 68.6m

Administration

Diocese Gloucester (since 1541)

Province Canterbury
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Gloucester Cathedral, or the Cathedral Church of St Peter and the Holy and Indivisible Trinity, in Gloucester,
England, stands in the north of the city near the river. It originated in 678 or 679 with the foundation of an abbey
dedicated to Saint Peter (dissolved by King Henry VIII).

History

Foundations

The foundations of the present church were laid by Abbot Serlo (1072–1104). Walter Gloucester (d. 1412) the
abbey's historian, became its first mitred abbot in 1381. Until 1541, Gloucester lay in the see of Worcester, but the
separate see was then constituted, with John Wakeman, last abbot of Tewkesbury, as its first bishop. The diocese
covers the greater part of Gloucestershire, with small parts of Herefordshire and Wiltshire. The cathedral has a
stained glass window containing the earliest images of golf. This dates from 1350, over 300 years earlier than the
earliest image of golf from Scotland.[2] There is also a carved image of people playing a ball game, believed by some
to be one of the earliest images of medieval football.

Construction and architecture

The cathedral, built as the abbey church, consists of a Norman nucleus (Walter de Lacy is buried there), with
additions in every style of Gothic architecture. It is 420 feet (130 m) long, and 144 feet (44 m) wide, with a fine
central tower of the 15th century rising to the height of 225 ft (69 m) and topped by four delicate pinnacles, a famous
landmark. The nave is massive Norman with an Early English roof; the crypt, under the choir, aisles and chapels, is
Norman, as is the chapter house. The crypt is one of the four apsidal cathedral crypts in England, the others being at
Worcester, Winchester and Canterbury.
The south porch is in the Perpendicular style, with a fan-vaulted roof, as also is the north transept, the south being
transitional Decorated Gothic. The choir has Perpendicular tracery over Norman work, with an apsidal chapel on
each side: the choir vaulting is particularly rich. The late Decorated east window is partly filled with surviving
medieval stained glass. Between the apsidal chapels is a cross Lady chapel, and north of the nave are the cloisters,
the carrels or stalls for the monks' study and writing lying to the south. The cloisters at Gloucester are the earliest
surviving fan vaults, having been designed between 1351 and 1377 by Thomas de Cambridge.[3]

The most notable monument is the canopied shrine of King Edward II of England who was murdered at nearby
Berkeley Castle (illustration below). The building and sanctuary were enriched by the visits of pilgrims to this
shrine. In a side-chapel is a monument in coloured bog oak of Robert Curthose, eldest son of William the Conqueror
and a great benefactor of the abbey, who was interred there. Monuments of Bishop Warburton and Dr Edward Jenner
are also worthy of note.
Between 1873 and 1890, and in 1897, the cathedral was extensively restored by Sir George Gilbert Scott.
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Misericords

The cathedral has forty-six 14th-century misericords and twelve 19th-century replacements by George Gilbert Scott.
Both types have a wide range of subject matter: mythology, everyday occurrences, religious symbolism and folklore.

Gallery

Gloucester Cathedral
in 1828.

"Monk's lavatory" a 14th
century shared washing
basin running along the
north walk cloisters.[4]

Gloucester cathedral cloisters
courtyard panoramic view.

A view of
the stained
glass work

over the west
front

entrance.

Music

The Three Choirs Festival

An annual musical festival, the Three Choirs Festival, is hosted by turns in this cathedral and those of Worcester and
Hereford in rotation.[5] The Three Choirs is the oldest annual musical festival in the world. Three Choirs Festival [6]

Organ

Details of the organ from the National Pipe Organ Register [7]

Organists

The known organists of the cathedral are listed below. In modern times, the most senior post has become known as
Director of Music; only these names are recorded here.

•• 1582 Robert Lichfield • 1679 Daniel Rosingrave •• 1876 Charles Harford Lloyd
•• 1620 Elias Smith •• 1682 Stephen Jeffries •• 1882 Charles Williams
•• 1620 Philip Hosier • 1710 William Hine • 1897 Sir Arthur Herbert Brewer
•• 1638 Berkeley Wrench • 1730 Barnabas Gunn • 1928 Herbert Sumsion
•• 1640 John Okeover •• 1743 Martin Smith • 1967 John Sanders
•• 1662 Robert Webb •• 1782 William Mutlow • 1994 David Briggs
•• 1665 Thomas Lowe •• 1832 John Amott • 2002 Andrew Nethsingha
•• 1666 Daniel Henstridge • 1865 Samuel Sebastian Wesley • 2007 Adrian Partington[8]

•• 1673 Charles Wren
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The organ, rebuilt by Henry Willis in 1847.

Assistant organists

• William Hine 1707–1710 (later organist of Gloucester Cathedral)
• John Alexander Matthews 1862 – 1865
• Henry John Vaughan ? – 1873
• George Robertson Sinclair 1879–1880 (later organist at Truro

Cathedral and Hereford Cathedral)
• A. Herbert Brewer 1880 – 1882
•• George Washbourn Morgan
•• James Capener
• A. Herbert Brewer – 1896
•• Ivor Morgan 1898
• Ambrose Robert Porter 1907–1913 (later organist of Lichfield

Cathedral)
• Harold C. Organ 1915 –
• Reginald Tustin Baker 1920–1926 (later organist of Sheffield

Cathedral)
• William O Minay 1926–1927 (later organist of Wigan Parish Church)
• Arthur John Pritchard 1927–1932[9]

• (Alfred) Melville Cook 1932–1937[10] (later organist of Hereford Cathedral)
•• W. Lugg 1938
•• Peter Stuart Rodway
• Donald Frederick Hunt 1948–1954
• Wallace Michael Ross 1954–1958 (later organist of Derby Cathedral)
• John Sanders 1958–1963[11]

•• Richard Latham
•• John Francis Clough
• Andrew Millington 1975–1983 (later organist of Guildford Cathedral)
• Mark Blatchly 1983–1990
• Mark Lee 1990–1998
• Ian Ball 1998–2002
• Robert Houssart 2002–2008
• Ashley Grote 2008 – 2012
•• Anthony Gowing 2012-

This list is incomplete.
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Burials

Tomb of Edward II

• Robert Curthose, eldest son of William the
Conqueror

• Edward II of England, seventh Plantagenet king of
England (1307–1327).

• John Wakeman, last Abbot of Tewkesbury and first
Bishop of Gloucester (1541–1550).

• James Brooks Bishop of Gloucester (1554–1558).
• Richard Cheyney, Bishop of Gloucester

(1562–1579).
• John Bullingham, Bishop of Gloucester

(1581–1598).
• William Nicholson Bishop of Gloucester

(1660–1672).
• Martin Benson, Bishop of Gloucester (1734–1752).
• Richard Pate, landowner and Member of Parliament for Gloucester.
• Thomas Machen, mercer who was mayor of Gloucester three times and one time Member of Parliament for the

city.
• Dorothea Beale, Principal of the Cheltenham Ladies' College, educational reformer and suffragist.

Use as a film/TV location

Harry Potter films

South cloisters with fan vaulted roof was used
extensively in the Harry Potter film series

The cathedral has been used from 2000 as a location for filming the
first, second and sixth Harry Potter films, which has generated revenue
and publicity, but caused some controversy amongst those who suggest
that the theme of the films was unsuitable for a church.

Doctor Who

In 2008 the Cathedral was used by BBC Wales as a location for the
Doctor Who Christmas Special.

Academic use
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University of Gloucestershire

Degree ceremonies of the University of Gloucestershire take place at the cathedral.[12]

University of the West of England

Degree ceremonies for students studying at the University of the West of England through Hartpury College take
place at the cathedral every July and November.[13]

The King's School

The cathedral is also used during school term-time as the venue for regular school assemblies, known as morning
chapel by The King's School, Gloucester which is deeply historically and physically connected to the cathedral, and
for events by the High School for Girls (Denmark Road, Gloucester), the Crypt Grammar School for boys and
Ribston Hall High School.

Timeline
• 678-9 A small religious community was founded here in Saxon times by Osric of the Hwicce. His sister

Kyneburga was the first Abbess.
• 1017 Secular priests expelled; the monastery given to Benedictine monks.
• 1072 Serlo, the first Norman abbot, appointed to the almost defunct monastery by William I.
• 1089 Foundation stone of the new abbey church laid by Robert de Losinga, Bishop of Hereford.
• 1100 Consecration of St. Peter’s Abbey.
• 1216 First coronation of King Henry III.
• 1327 Burial of King Edward II.
• 1331 Perpendicular remodelling of the quire.
• 1373 Great Cloister begun by Abbot Horton; completed by Abbott Frouster (1381–1412).
•• 1420 West End rebuilt by Abbot Morwent
• 1450 Tower begun by Abbot Sebrok; completed by Robert Tully.
• 1470 Lady Chapel rebuilt by Abbot Hanley; completed by Abbot Farley (1472–98)
•• 1540 Dissolution of Abbey
• 1541 Refounded as a Cathedral by King Henry VIII.
• 1616–21 William Laud holds the office of dean of Gloucester.
• 1649–60 Abolition of Dean and Chapter, reinstated by Charles II.
• 1735–52 Martin Benson, Bishop of Gloucester carried out major repairs and alterations to the cathedral.
• 1847–73 Beginning of extensive Victorian restoration work (Frederick S. Waller and Sir G. Gilbert Scott,

architects).
•• 1953 Major appeal for the restoration of the cathedral; renewed
•• 1968 Cathedral largely re-roofed and other major work completed.
•• 1989 900th anniversary appeal.
•• 1994 Restoration of tower completed.
• 2000 Celebration of the novecentennial of the consecration of St Peter’s Abbey
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External links
• Official website (http:/ / www. gloucestercathedral. org. uk/ )
• A history of the choristers of Gloucester Cathedral (http:/ / www. ofchoristers. net/ Chapters/ Gloucester. htm)
• A history of Harry Potter at Gloucester Cathedral (http:/ / www. gloucestershireonscreen. co. uk)
• Adrian Fletcher’s Paradoxplace – Gloucester Cathedral Pages – Photos (http:/ / www. paradoxplace. com/ Photo
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Goodrich Castle

Goodrich Castle

Herefordshire, England

Goodrich Castle, seen from the east

Shown within Herefordshire

Type Concentric castle

Coordinates grid reference SO579199

Construction
materials

Sandstone

Current
condition

Ruined

Current
owner

English Heritage

 Open to
the public

yes

Controlled by English Heritage

Goodrich Castle is a now ruinous Norman medieval castle situated to the north of the village of Goodrich in
Herefordshire, England, controlling a key location between Monmouth and Ross-on-Wye. It was praised by William
Wordsworth as the "noblest ruin in Herefordshire"[1] and is considered by historian Adrian Pettifer to be the "most
splendid in the county, and one of the best examples of English military architecture".[2]

Goodrich Castle was probably built by Godric of Mappestone after the Norman invasion of England, initially as an
earth and wooden fortification. In the middle of the 12th century the original castle was replaced with a stone keep,
and was then expanded significantly during the late 13th century into a concentric structure combining luxurious
living quarters with extensive defences. The success of Goodrich's design influenced many other constructions
across England over the following years. It became the seat of the powerful Talbot family before falling out of
favour as a residence in late Tudor times.
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Held first by Parliamentary and then Royalist forces in the English Civil War of the 1640s, Goodrich was finally
successfully besieged by Colonel John Birch in 1646 with the help of the huge "Roaring Meg" mortar, resulting in
the subsequent slighting of the castle and its descent into ruin. At the end of the 18th century, however, Goodrich
became a noted picturesque ruin and the subject of many paintings and poems; events at the castle provided the
inspiration for Wordsworth's famous 1798 poem We are Seven. By the 20th century the site was a well-known tourist
location, now owned by English Heritage and open to the public.

Architecture

The south-eastern tower shows the characteristic right-angled "spur",
designed to prevent its undermining during a siege.

Goodrich Castle stands on a high rocky sandstone
outcrop overlooking the River Wye. It commands a
crossing of the river, known as Walesford or Walford,
Ross-on-Wye, about 26 kilometres (16 mi) from
Hereford and 6.4 kilometres (4 mi) from
Ross-on-Wye.[3] The castle guards the line of the
former Roman road from Gloucester to Caerleon as it
crosses from England into Wales.[4]

At the heart of the castle is an early Norman square
keep of light grey sandstone, with Norman windows
and pilaster buttresses.[5] Although the keep had thick
walls, its relatively small size – the single chambers on
each floor measure only 5.5 by 4.5 metres (18 by 15 ft)
internally[6] – would have made it more useful for

defence than for day-to-day living.[7] The keep originally had a first-storey door for safety, this was later turned into
a window and the entrance brought down to the ground floor.[2] The keep would originally have had an earth mound
built up against the base of it to protect against attack, and the stone work remains rougher in the first few courses of
masonry.[7]

Around the keep is an essentially square structure guarded by three large towers, all built during the 1280s from
somewhat darker sandstone.[1] On the more vulnerable southern and eastern sides of the castle, ditches 27 metres
(90 ft) long and 9 metres (28 ft) deep have been cut into the rock,[8] exploiting a natural fissure.[5] These towers have
large "spurs", resulting from the interface of a solid, square-based pyramid with the circular towers rising up against
the walls. This feature is characteristic of castles in the Welsh Marches, including St Briavel's and Tonbridge Castle,
and was intended to prevent the undermining of the towers by attackers.[9]

The gatehouse is reached by an exposed
causeway covered by the barbican to the right of

the picture. The chapel window can be seen in the
left-hand tower.

The castle's fourth corner forms its gatehouse. Here the classic
Edwardian gatehouse design has been transformed into an
asymmetrical structure, with one tower much larger than the other.[10]

The gatehouse included portcullises, murder-holes and a drawbridge.
Beyond the gatehouse lies a large barbican, inspired by a similar
design of the period at the Tower of London and possibly built by the
same workmen, designed to protect the causeway leading to the
gatehouse.[11] The barbican today is only half of its original height, and
includes its own gate, designed to trap intruders within the inner
defences.[12] The gatehouse and barbican are linked by a stone
causeway.
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The gatehouse's eastwards-facing tower contains the chapel, an unusual arrangement driven by a lack of space, with
a recently restored east window of reset 15th-century glass designed by Nicola Hopwood, which illuminates the
priest's seat, or sedile.[13] The 15th-century window frame itself replaced an even taller, earlier 13th-century
window.[14] The chapel's west window is modern, and commemorates British servicemen who died between
1936–76 in radar development.[15] The altar itself is particularly old, possibly pre-dating the castle.[16]

The bailey was designed to include a number of spacious domestic buildings. These include a great hall, a solarium,
kitchen, buttery and pantry,[10] with a luxuriously large number of gardrobes and fireplaces.[17] The large towers
provided additional accommodation.[10] The design of the domestic buildings was skilfully interlocked to support the
defensive arrangements of the bailey.[17] The great hall for example, 20 by 9 metres (66 by 30 ft), was placed in the
strongest position overlooking the river Wye, allowing it to benefit from multiple large windows and a huge
fireplace without sacrificing defensive strength.[16] Water for the castle was originally raised from the courtyard
well, but was later piped in from a spring across the valley;[18] the castle kitchens had acquired running water by the
beginning of the 17th century.[1] The design of the buildings ensured that the servants and nobility were able to live
separately from one another in the confined space of the castle, revolutionary at the time.[19]

Beyond the main bailey walls lies the stable block, now ruined but with a visible cobble floor.[20] The stables and the
north and west sides of the castle were protected by another, smaller curtain wall, but this is now largely ruined.[21]

Accounts suggest that the original stables could hold around 60 horses, although by the 17th century they had been
expanded to accommodate more.[22]

History

Medieval history

11th and 12th centuries

The Great Keep replaced Godric of Mappestone's
original earth and timber fortification on the site

in the mid-12th century.

Goodrich Castle appears to have been in existence by 1101, when it
was known as Godric’s Castle, named probably after Godric of
Mappestone, a local Anglo-Saxon thane and landowner mentioned in
the Domesday Book of 1086.[5] Victorian historians, however, believed
the castle to date back further to the pre-Norman conquest days of
King Canute,[23] and the site may have been among a small number of
Saxon fortifications along the Welsh border.[24] By Norman times,
Goodrich formed part of the Welsh Marches, a sequence of territories
granted to Norman nobles in, and alongside, Wales. Although
Goodrich lay on the safer, English side of the border, the threat of raids
and attacks continued throughout most of the period.[25]

During the 12th century the attitudes of the English nobility towards
the Welsh began to harden; the policies of successive rulers, but
especially Henry II, began to become more aggressive in the region.[26]

In the mid-12th century Godric's original earth and timber fortification
was dismantled and replaced by a tall but relatively small square keep
built of stone,[2] sometimes known as "Macbeth's Tower".[27] The keep
was designed to be secure and imposing but relatively cheap to
build.[28] It is uncertain, however, precisely who was responsible for this rebuilding or the date of the work, which
may have been between 1120 and 1176.[29]

At the beginning of the 12th century, the castle had passed from Godric to William Fitz Baderon, thought to be his 
son-in-law, and on to his son, Baderon of Monmouth, in the 1120s.[30] England descended into anarchy, however,
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during the 1130s as the rival factions of Stephen and his cousin the Empress Matilda vied for power. Baderon of
Monmouth married Rohese de Clare, a member of the powerful de Clare family who usually supported Stephen, and
there are records of Baderon having to seize Goodrich Castle during the fighting in the region, which was primarily
held by supporters of Matilda.[31] Some suspect that Baderon may have therefore built the stone keep in the early
years of the conflict.[2][32] Stephen went on, however, to appoint Baderon's brother-in-law, Gilbert de Claire, the Earl
of Pembroke, and Gilbert de Clare eventually acquired Goodrich Castle himself.[30] Gilbert's son, Richard de Clare,
known as "Strongbow", succeeded him in 1148, and Richard is another candidate for the construction of the keep.[29]

In 1154 Richard fell out of favour with King Henry II because of the de Clares' support for Stephen, and the castle
was taken into royal hands. Some argue that the king himself may have ordered the construction of the great keep.[1]

13th and 14th centuries

The private solarium was incorporated into the
defensive walls during the expansion under

William de Valence.

During the following reigns of King Richard I and his brother John, the
castle and manor were held by the Crown. King John, however, lost
many of his lands in France which in turn deprived key English nobles
of their own estates – John became concerned about possible
opposition to his rule. Accordingly, in 1203 John transferred Goodrich
Castle and the surrounding manor to William Marshal, Earl of
Pembroke, to partially compensate him for his lost lands on the
continent.[33] Marshal was a famous English knight with reputation as
a heroic warrior, and he expanded Goodrich by building an additional
towered curtain wall in stone, around the existing keep.[5] Marshal had
to intervene to protect Goodrich Castle from Welsh attack, most
famously in 1216 when he was obliged to leave Henry III's coronation

feast in Gloucester to hurry back to Goodrich to reinforce the castle.[34]

Marshal's sons inherited the castle after their father's death; Marshal left the castle to his eldest son, William, who in
turn gave it to his younger brother, Walter.[34] After William's death, however, Marshal's second son, Richard, took
over the castle. Richard led the baronial opposition to Henry III and allied himself with the Welsh, resulting in King
Henry besieging Goodrich Castle in 1233 and retaking personal control for a period.[34] Walter was eventually given
Goodrich back once more, but died shortly afterwards in 1245.[35]

The castle briefly reverted to the Crown again, but in 1247 passed by marriage to William de Valence, half brother to
Henry III.[36] De Valence was a French nobleman from Poitiers and a noted soldier who spent most of his life
fighting in military campaigns; Henry arranged his marriage to Joan de Munchensi, one of the heiresses to the
Marshal estate. The marriage made Valence immensely rich and gave him the title of Earl of Pembroke.[35]
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The massive south-east tower

The Welsh border situation remained unsettled however, and in the
decades after 1250 security grew significantly worse, as the Welsh
prince Llwelyn up Gruffudd conducted numerous raids into English
territories.[25] The Wye valley and Goodrich were particularly affected
by these raids.[37]

Accordingly William de Valence began to build a much larger castle
around the original keep from the 1280s onwards, demolishing
Marshal's earlier work.[37] As part of the extremely expensive
construction work, Valence used oak trees drawn from several royal
forests.[38] Valence was building at the same time that his nephew
Edward I was constructing his major castles in the north of Wales, and
the concentric castle that he built at Goodrich is both very similar in
design and a rarity in England itself.[2] Valence's son, Aymer de
Valence built an additional line of outer defences before his death in
1324, including the external barbican,[10] inspired by that at the Tower
of London, and for which the earlier Valence barbican at Pembroke
may have been an experimental forerunner.[12] The effect was an early
success in converting a fortress into a major dwelling, without damaging its defensive arrangements, and influenced
the later castle conversion at Berkeley.[39]

The castle then passed to Aymer's niece, Elizabeth de Comyn, a well-connected young noblewoman. By the middle
of the 1320s, however, England was in the grip of the oppressive rule of the Marcher lords Hugh le Despenser the
older and his son Hugh Despenser the younger, the royal favourites of King Edward II.[40] As part of a "sweeping
revenge" on their rivals, especially in the Marches, the Despensers illegally seized a wide range of properties,
particularly from vulnerable targets such as widows, wives whose husbands were out of favour with the king or
unmarried women.[41] Upon her inheritance, Hugh le Despenser the younger promptly kidnapped Elizabeth in
London and transported her to Herefordshire to be imprisoned in her own castle at Goodrich.[1] Threatened with
death, Elizabeth was finally forced to sign over the castle and other lands to the Despensers in April 1325.[42]

Elizabeth then married Richard Talbot, the 2nd Baron Talbot, who seized back the castle in 1326 shortly before
Queen Isabella of France landed in England and deposed both the Despensers and her husband Edward II; Talbot
and Elizabeth regained their legal title to the castle the following year.[43] Richard later received permission from
Isabella's son Edward III to create a dungeon under the keep for holding prisoners.[44]
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15th and 16th centuries

The current stained glass window in the chapel was
designed in 2000 but used 15th-century glass.

Goodrich remained the favourite home of the Richard Talbot's
descendants for many years. During the early years, the security
situation in Wales remained of concern. Owain Glyndŵr rebelled
against English rule in 1402 and Welsh forces invaded the
Goodrich area in 1404 and 1405. Gilbert Talbot was responsible
for fighting back the Welsh advance and securing the castle.[45] As
time went on, however, the threat began to diminish. During the
15th century the Talbots considerably expanded the size of the
lord's quarters in the castle[16] and provided additional
accommodation for servants and retainers.[45]

The Talbots became the Earls of Shrewsbury in 1442, shortly
before the Wars of the Roses in which they supported the
Lancastrian faction.[10] The wars meant that the Talbots were
frequently fighting elsewhere in England, and often staying at their
castle in Sheffield.[38] John Talbot died in the Lancastrian defeat at
Northampton in 1460, and the castle was forfeited and transferred
to the Yorkist William Herbert. John's son, also called John
Talbot, later made his peace with the king, however, and regained
control of his lands and Goodrich Castle before his death in
1473.[46]

By the 16th century the castle was becoming less fashionable as a residence. Goodrich was too distant from London
to be a useful power base, and was gradually abandoned in favour of more stylish residences,[47] Goodrich continued
to be used as a judicial centre however; the antiquarian John Leland noted that the some of the castle was used to
hold prisoners for the local court during the 1530s, and the castle ditch was sometimes used to store confiscated
cattle taken from local farmers.[48]

In 1616, Gilbert Talbot died with no male heir and Goodrich passed into the hands of Henry Grey, Earl of Kent.[46]

The Greys chose not to live at Goodrich, but instead rented the castle to a series of tenants.[49]

English Civil War

What remains of the stables, destroyed by Colonel John Birch during
a night attack in May 1646

Goodrich Castle became the scene of one of the most
desperate sieges during the English Civil War in the
1640s, which saw the rival factions of Parliament and
the king vie for power across England. In the years
before the war, there had been a resurgence of building
at the castle. Richard Tyler, a local lawyer, became the
tenant and constable of the castle, and during the early
1630s there had been considerable renovation work.[49]

Shortly after the outbreak of war, the Earl of Stamford,
with support from Tyler, garrisoned the castle for
Parliament until December 1643, when increasing
Royalist pressure in the region forced his withdrawal to
Gloucester.[50] The castle was then occupied by a
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garrison led by the Royalist Sir Henry Lingen.[51] The occupation was not peaceful, with Royalist troops burning
surrounding farm buildings – Tyler himself was imprisoned by Lingen, although not before he had begun to sell off
his livestock and other moveable property.[52] Some references to Goodrich Castle during this period refer to it as
Guthridge Castle, a variant on the name Goodrich.[53]

As the Royalist situation deteriorated, the south-west became one of the few remaining Royalist strongholds.[54]

Lingen, with 200 men and 90 horses at Goodrich Castle, conducted raids on Parliamentary forces in the region,
representing a continuing challenge.[55] No action had been taken, however, to strengthen the castle's defences with
more modern 17th-century earthworks, and the castle remained essentially in its medieval condition.[56]

In 1646, the Parliamentary Colonels John Birch and Robert Kyrle marched south from their successful Siege of
Hereford and besieged the castle, with the aim of eliminating one of the few remaining Royalist strongholds.[51]

There was some personal animosity between Lingen and Birch, and both were outspoken, impulsive men.[55] Birch's
first move was to prevent further attacks from Lingen, and on 9 March he burned the weakly defended stables in a
surprise night attack, driving away the Royalist horses and temporarily denying the Royalist forces' mobility.[57]

Birch was unable to press home his advantage however, and over the next few months Lingen succeeded in replacing
some of his horses and resumed his attacks on Parliamentary forces.[58]

The "Roaring Meg" mortar used against the castle in March 1646

In June, Birch returned and besieged the castle
itself.[56] He found that it was too strong to be taken by
direct attack, and instead began laying down trenches
to allow him to bring artillery to bear on the
structure.[58] Parliamentary attacks broke the pipe
carrying water into the castle, and the cisterns in the
courtyard were destroyed by exploding shells, forcing
the garrison to depend on the older castle well.[56] With
the castle still holding out, Colonel Birch built an
enormous mortar called "Roaring Meg", able to fire a
gunpowder-filled shell 85–90 kilograms (190–200 lb)
in weight, in a local forge.[59]

Birch concentrated his efforts on the north-west tower,
using his mortar against the masonry and undermining the foundations with his sappers.[60] Lingen responded with a
counter-mine tunnel dug out under Parliament's own tunnel.[61] This would probably have succeeded, but Birch
brought his mortar forward under the cover of darkness and launched a close-range attack on the tower, which
collapsed and buried Lingen's counter-mine.[58] Down to their last four barrels of gunpowder and thirty barrels of
beer, and with a direct assault now imminent, the Royalists surrendered.[62] According to tradition, the garrison left
to the tune of "Sir Henry Lingen's Fancy".[27]

Despite the damage, Tyler was able to move back into his castle, which was now protected by a small Parliamentary
garrison.[63] After investigation by Parliamentary agents Brown and Selden, however, the castle was slighted the
following year, which rendered it impossible to defend.[64] The Countess of Kent, the new owner of the castle, was
given £1,000 in damages, but chose not to rebuild the fortification as it was by then virtually uninhabitable.[27]
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18th and 19th-century history

The picturesque ruins of the castle inspired many artists' work, including
David Cox, who produced this watercolour in 1815.

After the Civil War, Goodrich Castle remained
with the Earls of Kent until 1740, when it was
sold by Henry Grey to Admiral Thomas
Griffin.[65] Griffin undertook some restoration of
the castle but retained it as a ruin.[1]

During the 1780s the concept of the picturesque
ruin was popularised by the English clergyman
William Gilpin. Goodrich Castle was one of the
ruins he captured in his book Observations on the
River Wye in 1782, writing that the castle was an
example of the "correctly picturesque"
landscape.[66] By this time, the castle was in a
slow state of decay. Theodore Fielding, an early
Victorian historian, noted how the "castle's
situation, far from human dwellings, and the

stillness which that solitude, insures to its precinct, leaves contemplation to all the solemnity, that is inspired by the
sight of grandeur sinking in dignity, into decay".[67] The Regency and Victorian watercolour artists David Cox and
William Callow also captured Goodrich Castle and its landscape in paint, again invoking the picturesque, romantic
mood of the setting at the time.[68]

The castle was praised by William Wordsworth as the "noblest ruin in Herefordshire".[1] Wordsworth first visited
Goodrich Castle in 1793, and an encounter with a little girl he met while exploring the ruins led him to write the
poem We are Seven in 1798.[69] Other poets from this period were also inspired by the castle, including Henry Neele
in 1827.[70]

By the 1820s, visitors could purchase an early guidebook at the site outlining the castle's history,[71] and Victorian
tourists recorded being charged six-pence to wander around the castle.[72] In the early 1820s, the antiquarian Sir
Samuel Rush Meyrick attempted to purchase the site, with the aim of converting the castle back into a private
dwelling, but was unable to convince the owners to sell.[73] Instead, Meyrick built the neo-gothic Goodrich Court in
a similar style next door, which greatly displeased Wordsworth when he returned to Goodrich in 1841 and found the
view spoilt by the new building.[74][75] The new bridge over the river Wye, built in 1828, and the 1873 railway line
added to the number of visitors.[76][77]

Goodrich Castle then passed through various hands, until in 1915 the Office of Works began discussions with its
then owner, Mrs Edmund Bosanquet; large-scale collapses of parts of the north-west tower and curtain wall in 1919
contributed to Bosanquet's decision to grant the castle to the Commissioner of Works in 1920. The Commissioners
began a programme of repairs to stabilise the ruin in its current state.[1]
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Today

The ruins, depicted here by Hugh William 'Grecian' Williams in 1801, were a
tourist attraction by Victorian times.

Today, the castle at Goodrich is considered
by historians to be the "most splendid in the
county, and one the best examples of
English military architecture".[2] The castle
is classed as a Grade I listed building and as
a Scheduled Monument.[78]

Substantial remains still exist and are open
to the public, managed by English Heritage.
The adjacent Victorian castle of Goodrich
Court was demolished in 1949, restoring the
original landscape.[79] The Roaring Meg
mortar, preserved by Herefordshire Council,
has been returned to the site, along with a
number of civil war cannon-balls found at
Goodrich during excavations in the
1920s.[80]

Folklore

Several legends surround the castle at Goodrich. The Great Keep has the alternative name of the "Macbeth tower",
after stories of an Irish chieftain held prisoner there. According to some tales, he died attempting to escape and his
ghost is said to still haunt the tower.[81]

The events of the English Civil War also have left their mark. Local stories tell that Colonel Birch's niece, Alice
Birch, fell in love with a handsome Royalist, Charles Clifford; according to these stories the two attempted to escape
before the final assault but died in a flash flood while trying to cross the River Wye, and live on as ghosts on the
site.[51]
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Great Malvern
This article relates to the town centre of Malvern. For in-depth treatment see Malvern, Worcestershire.

Great Malvern

View of the junction of Church Street and Bellevue Terrace in Great Malvern, the town centre of Malvern, with North Hill in background, and the
Elgar Enigma statue to the left.

Great Malvern

  Great Malvern shown within Worcestershire
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Malvinha Fountain on Belle Vue Island not far from Elgar's statue
and the Enigma Fountain

Great Malvern is an area of Malvern, Worcestershire,
England. It lies at the foot of the Malvern Hills, a
designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, on the
eastern flanks of the Worcestershire Beacon and North
Hill which are easily accessed from the town centre. It
is the historical centre of the town and is a designated a
Conservation Area in recognition of the special
architectural and historic interest of the area. It is the
location of the headquarters buildings of the of Malvern
Town Council, the governing body of the Malvern civil
parish, and Malvern Hills District council of the county
of Worcestershire, England, and a number of the town's
amenities including the Malvern Theatres complex, a
park, a swimming pool, a library, and a large indoor
and outdoor sports facility.

It is the original main urban centre of the area of Malvern, Worcestershire that began with the founding of an 11th
century priory. During the 19th century, it became a popular centre for hydrotherapy and swelled to include the
bordering settlements of Barnards Green, Little Malvern, Malvern Link with Link Top, Malvern Wells, North
Malvern, and West Malvern, and often referred to collectively - along with the hills - as The Malverns. In 1900 the
former urban districts and towns of Great Malvern and Malvern Link were merged and form the current (2009) six
wards governed by Malvern Town Council.[1][2]

Belle Vue Island in Great Malvern is the finishing point for the Worcestershire Way, a waymarked long-distance
trail that runs 31 miles (50 km) from Bewdley to Great Malvern.[3]

Location
Great Malvern is approximately 8 miles (13 km) south-west of the city of Worcester, on the eastern slopes of the
Malvern Hills. The altitude of the town ranges from about 50 to 200 metres (164 to 656 feet) above sea level. The
River Severn runs roughly north-south about 4 miles (6.4 km) to the east of the town.

Town centre
The town centre comprises two main streets at right angles to each other: the steep Church Street and Bellevue
Terrace, a relatively flat north–south extension of the A449 which forms Malvern's western extremity along the flank
of the hills. In the heart of the town is a statue of the composer Edward Elgar, while other statuary is dedicated to
Malvern water. Among the many shops are two large modern supermarkets, both in Edith Walk, formerly a steep
and unmade lane that served the rear entrances of the shops in Church Street. As well as traditional high street shops
such as butchers, bakers, grocers etc., there are also cafés, bookshops, health food shops, art and craft shops,
galleries, antique dealers, delis, restaurants, complementary therapists, charity shops, law firms, and estate
agents.[4][5] There is also a Public Library that includes access to many community services. On the Worcester to
Hereford railway line is the Victorian Great Malvern station, a listed example of classical Victorian railway
architecture close to the nearby former Imperial Hotel by the same architect, E. W. Elmslie.[]

There are many specimens of mature trees in Great Malvern. When Lady Foley, the widow of Edward Thomas
Foley, sold off parts of her estate in the 1800s, she stipulated that all plots around the town centre should be planted
with trees.[6]
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History

Monastic Malvern

Great Malvern Priory

Medieval stained glass windows at Great Malvern Priory

The town developed around its 11th-century priory, a
Benedictine monastery, the remains of which make up
some of the early parts of Great Malvern Priory, now a
large parish church.[7] Several slightly different
histories explain the actual founding of the religious
community. Legend tells that the settlement began
following the murder of St. Werstan, a monk of
Deerhurst, who escaped and fled through the Malvern
Chase, finding sanctuary on the Malvern Hills and
establishing a hermitage near St. Ann's Well.[8][9]

[10][11] St Werstan's oratory is thought to have been
located on the site of St Michael's Chapel, which is
believed to have stood on the site of Bello Sguardo, a
Victorian Villa. Bello Sguardo was built on the site of
Hermitage Cottage. The cottage was demolished in
1825 and ecclesiastical carvings were found within it.
A Mediaeval undercroft, human bones and parts of a
coffin were also uncovered.[12] Although the legend
may be monastic mythology, historians have however
concluded that St. Werstan was the original martyr.[13]

The first prior was Aldwyn,[10] who founded the
monastery on his bishop's advice, and by 1135 the
monastery included thirty monks. Aldwyn was
succeeded by Walcher of Malvern, an astronomer and
philosopher from Lorraine,[10] whose gravestone inside
the priory church records details that the priory arose in
1085 from a hermitage endowed by Edward the
Confessor. An ancient stained glass window[14] in the
Priory church depicts the legend of St. Werstan, with
details of his vision, the consecration of his chapel,
Edward the Confessor granting the charter for the site,
and Werstan's martyrdom.[15]

An 18th century document states that in the 18th year of William's kingship (probably 1083), a priory was dedicated
to St Mary the Virgin.[16] Victoria County History describes how a hermit Aldwyn, who lived in the reign of Edward
the Confessor, had petitioned the Earl of Gloucester for the original site (of the Priory) in the wood, and cites his
source as "Gervase of Canterbury, Mappa Mundi (Rolls ser.)".[17]

Large estates in Malvern were part of crown lands given to Gilbert "the Red", the seventh Earl of Gloucester and 
sixth Earl of Hertford, on his marriage to Joan of Acre the daughter of Edward I, in 1290. Disputed hunting rights on 
these led to several armed conflicts with Humphrey de Bohun, 3rd Earl of Hereford, that Edward resolved.[18] Nott 
states that Gilbert made gifts to the Priory, and describes his "great conflict" with Thomas de Cantilupe, Bishop of 
Hereford,[9] also about hunting rights and a ditch that Gilbert dug, that was settled by costly litigation. Gilbert had a 
similar conflict with Godfrey Giffard, Bishop and Administrator of Worcester Cathedral (and formerly Chancellor of
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England. Godfrey, who had granted land to the Priory,[9] had jurisdictional disputes about Malvern Priory, resolved
by Robert Burnell, the current Chancellor. [19]

A discussion in 2005 about the stained glass windows of Great Malvern Priory in terms of the relationship between
Church and Laity stresses the importance of Malvern in the development of stained glass. It refers to "the vast and
strategically important estates of which Malvern was a part" in the 15th and 16th centuries, to a widespread
awareness of Great Malvern Priory, to the likelihood of a pilgrimage route through the town. The discussion also
mentions Thomas Walsingham's view that Malvern was a hiding place of the Lollard knight Sir John Oldcastle in
1414.[20] Chambers wrote, in relation to the stained glass, "the situation of Malvern was so much admired by Henry
VII, his Queen (Elizabeth of York) and their two Sons, Prince Arthur, and Prince Henry" that they made substantial
endowments.[21]

Post dissolution

The Abbey Gateway in the town centre is now the home of the
Malvern Museum.

During the Dissolution of the Monasteries the local
commissioners were instructed to ensure that, where
abbey churches were also used for parish worship, they
should continue or could be purchased by parishioners.
Accordingly, Malvern Priory survived by being
acquired by a William Pinnocke and with it, much of
the 15th century stained glass windows.[21] The
monastic buildings were taken apart and anything
usable was sold off. With the exception of the church
building (of which the south transept adjoining the
monastery's cloisters was destroyed), all that remains of
Malvern's monastery is the Abbey Gateway (also
known as the Priory Gatehouse) that houses today's
Malvern Museum.

Development as a spa (17th-19th centuries)

St. Ann's Well, Great Malvern, a popular café for walkers on the
hills. The building on the right houses the spout from which the

water surges into a basin.

The health-giving properties of Malvern water and the
natural beauty of the surroundings led to the
development of Malvern as a spa, with resources for
invalids and for tourists, seeking cures, rest and
entertainment.[22] Local legend has it that the curative
benefit of the spring water was known in mediaeval
times.[23] The medicinal value and the bottling of
Malvern water are mentioned "in a poem attributed to
the Reverend Edmund Rea, who became Vicar of Great
Malvern in 1612".[23] Richard Banister, the pioneering
oculist,[24] wrote about the Eye Well,[25] close to the
Holy Well, in a short poem in his Breviary of the Eyes
(see Malvern water), in 1622.[24] In 1756, Dr. John
Wall published a 14 page pamphlet on the benefits of Malvern water, that reached a 158 page 3rd edition in 1763.[26]

Further praise came from the botanist Benjamin Stillingfleet in 1757, the poet Thomas Warton in 1790, and William
Addison, the physician of the Duchess of Kent (mother of Queen Victoria) in 1828, all quoted in a review [27] by the
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medical historian W.H. McMenemy. [28] In his lecture about Malvern at the Royal Institution, Addison spoke of "its
pure and invigorating air, the excellence of its water, and the romantic beauty of its scenery".[29] Similar views
appeared in the press,[30] Nicholas Vansittart brought his wife Catherine to Malvern for a rest cure in 1809.[31]

Chambers, in his book about Malvern, praised Elizabeth, Countess Harcourt (daughter-in-law of the 1st Earl
Harcourt), whose patronage contributed to the development of hillside walks.[21]

Bottling and shipping of the Malvern water grew in volume. In 1842, Dr. James Wilson and Dr. James Manby Gully,
leading exponents of hydrotherapy, set up clinics in Malvern[32] (Holyrood House for women and Tudor House for
men).[33] Malvern expanded rapidly as a residential spa.[22] Several large hotels and many of the large villas in
Malvern date from its heyday. Many smaller hotels and guest houses were built between about 1842 and 1875. By
1855 there were already 95 hotels and boarding houses and by 1865 over a quarter of the town's 800 houses were
boarding and lodging houses.[22][34] Most were in Great Malvern, the town centre, while others were in the
surrounding settlements of Malvern Wells, Malvern Link, North Malvern and West Malvern.

Malvern St James (formerly the Imperial Hotel)

Queen Adelaide visited St. Ann's Well in September
1842.[22] "Throughout the 1840s and 1850s Malvern
attracted a stream of celebrated visitors, including
royalty."[32] Patients included Charles Darwin,[35]

Catherine, wife of Charles Dickens, [36][37] Thomas
Carlyle, Florence Nightingale,[32] Lord Lytton, who
was an outspoken protagonist,[38][39] Lord Tennyson
and Samuel Wilberforce.[32] The hydrotherapists came
under heavy criticism from Sir Charles Hastings (a
founder of the British Medical Association) and other
physicians.

The extension of the railway from Worcester to
Malvern Link was completed on 25 May 1859.[40] The following year, "Besides middle class visitors ... the railway
also brought working class excursionists from the Black Country with dramatic effect ... At Whitsuntide ... 10,000
came from the Black Country to the newly opened stations at Great Malvern and Malvern Wells.[22] Throughout
June to September, day trips were frequent, causing the "town to be crowded with 'the most curious specimens of the
British shopkeeper and artisan on an outing' ".[22] Following Malvern's new-found fame as a spa and area of natural
beauty, and fully exploiting its new rail connections, factories from as far as Manchester were organising day trips
for their employees, often attracting as many as 5,000 visitors a day. In 1865, a public meeting of residents
denounced the rising rail fares – by then twice that of other lines – that were exploiting the tourism industry, and
demanded a limitation to the number of excursion trains. The arrival of the railway also enabled the delivery of coal
in large quantities, which accelerated the area's popularity as a winter resort.[22]
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Great Malvern railway station

The 1887 Baedeker's includes Malvern in a
London–Worcester–Hereford itinerary and described
as "an inland health resort, famous for its bracing air
and pleasant situation" and "a great educational centre",
with five hotels that are "well spoken of", a commercial
hotel, the Assembly Rooms and Gardens, and many
excursions on foot, pony and by carriage.[41] Other
descriptions of the diversions mention bands,
quadrilles, cricket (residents vs visitors) and billiard
rooms.[22][11] The Duchess of Teck stayed, with her
daughter Mary (later queen consort of George V), in
Malvern in the Autumn of 1891, joined by Lady Eva
Greville. [42] and the Duke of Teck.[43] The Duchess
was "perfectly enchanted with Malvern and its
surroundings" and, with the Duke, visited Malvern
College.[44] The Duchess returned to open the new
waterworks at Camp Hill in 1895.[11] In 1897, the
painter Edward Burne-Jones came to Malvern for the
"bracing air", on the recommendation of his doctor, but
stayed in his hotel for a week.[45] The 7 year old
Franklin D. Roosevelt visited in 1889, during a trip to
Europe with his parents.[46]

Fearing that Malvern would become the "Metropolis of Hydrotherapy", a Malvern Hills Act had been secured in
parliament in 1884 and later Acts empowered the Malvern Hills Conservators to acquire land to prevent further
encroachment on common land and by 1925 they had bought much of the manorial wastelands.[22]

Towards the end of the 19th century, the popularity of the hydrotherapy had declined to the extent that many hotels
were already being converted into private boarding schools and rest homes, and education became the basis of
Malvern's economy.[22] By 1865, the town already had 17 single-gender private schools, increasing to 25 by 1885.
The area was well suited for schools due to its established attractive environment and access by rail. Children could
travel unaccompanied with their trunks by rail to their boarding schools near the stations in Great Malvern, Malvern
Wells, and Malvern Link. The Girls College, in a former hotel directly opposite Great Malvern railway station, has a
dedicated (now derelict) tunnel to the basement of the building, which is clearly visible from both platforms of the
station.[47]
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Governance
As Great Malvern is no longer an area with a clearly defined boundary, it straddles Priory and Chase, two of the six
wards of Malvern Town Council. The area governed by the town council is a civil parish in the Malvern Hills
District of Worcestershire.

Culture and leisure

Priory Park with Malvern Theatres complex and
Priory Church tower in the background

The Priory Park with its adjoining Malvern Splash pool and Winter
Gardens occupies a large area in the centre of the town. The Winter
Gardens complex is home to the Malvern Theatre, a leading provincial
centre for dramatic arts,[48] a cinema (film theatre), a concert
venue/banqueting room, bars and cafeterias.

For almost half a century, the Malvern Winter Gardens has also been a
major regional venue for classical music, and concerts by legendary
rock bands of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s.[49] In 1998 a £7.2 million
major redesign and refurbishment of the Winter Gardens complex took
place with the help of contributions from The National Lottery
Distribution Fund (NLDF), administered by the government Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

The Splash Leisure Complex flanks the eastern boundary of Priory Park and has an indoor swimming pool and
gymnasium.
Located between the hospital and the Malvern Hills College are the grounds and buildings of the Manor Park Club
Multi Sports Complex[50] that provides the Malvern area with extensive indoor and outdoor sports facilities. It is
assisted by grants and loans from various bodies, including the Malvern Hills District Council, the Sport of England
(Lottery) and the Lawn Tennis Association.

Drama

Priory Park and the Malvern Theatre complex

Malvern Theatres, housed in the Winter Gardens
complex in the town centre, is a provincial centre for
the arts.[51] The first Malvern Drama Festival, which
took place in 1929, was dedicated to Bernard Shaw and
planned by Sir Barry Jackson.[52] A number of works
have had their first performances at Malvern, six by
Shaw including In Good King Charles' Golden Days,
the 1929 English première of The Apple Cart,[53] and
the world première of Geneva in 1938.[54][55] In 1956
Malvern held a Shaw centenary week.[56] In February
1965 a Malvern Festival Theatre Trust was set up, and
extensive refurbishment was undertaken. J B Priestley
presided over the opening ceremony of the first
summer season.[57] In 1998, a further £7.2 million major redesign and refurbishment took place with the help of
contributions from the National Lottery Distribution Fund (NLDF), administered by the government Department for
Culture, Media and Sport.[51]

The Theatre of Small Convenience entered the Guinness Book of World Records in 2002 as the smallest theatre in 
the world. Located in a former Victorian public convenience in the centre of the town in Edith Walk in, the theatre 
has a capacity of 12 people.[58] The theatre regularly hosts puppetry, professional and amateur actors, drama, poetry,
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storytelling and opera, and has become a regular venue of the Malvern Fringe Festival.

Literature

C.S. Lewis Plaque on the Unicorn Inn

William Langland's famous 14th century poem The
Visions of Piers Plowman (1362) was inspired by the
Malvern Hills and the earliest poetic allusion to them
occurs in the poem And on a Maye mornynge on
Malverne hylles. Langland, was possibly educated at
the priory of Great Malvern.[59]

C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien are among the authors
that have frequented Malvern. Legend states that, after
drinking in a Malvern pub one winter evening, they
were walking home when it started to snow. They saw
a lamp post shining out through the snow and Lewis
turned to his friends and said "that would make a very
nice opening line to a book". The novel The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe by Lewis later used that image
as the characters enter the realm of Narnia.[60][61]

J.R.R. Tolkien found inspiration in the Malvern
landscape. He was introduced to the area by C. S. Lewis, who had brought him here to meet George Sayer, the Head
of English at Malvern College. Sayer had been a student of Lewis, and became his biographer, and together with
them Tolkien would walk the Malvern Hills. Recordings of Tolkien reading excerpts from The Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings were made in Malvern in 1952, at the home of George Sayer. The recordings were later issued on
long-playing gramophone records.[62] In the liner notes for J.R.R Tolkien Reads and Sings his The Hobbit & The
Fellowship of the Rings, George Sayer wrote that Tolkien would relive the book as they walked and compared parts
of the Malvern Hills to the White Mountains of Gondor.[63]

Architecture

Prior's Croft, Grange Road (Victorian Gothic
architecture)

In 1969 Great Malvern was designated a Conservation Area by the
Local Authority in recognition of the architecture which includes
Stuccoed, Classical, Victorian, Regency, Edwardian, Gothic Revival
and Italianate styled buildings.[64] Many of the houses were built
during the Industrial Revolution, and Malvern's boom years as a spa
town, by wealthy families from the nearby Birmingham area.
Following the collapse of the spa industry, many of the hotels and
villas became schools, and some have since been further converted to
apartments, while some of the smaller hotels are now retirement
homes. The Imperial Hotel in red brick with stone dressings, which
later became a school, is one of the largest buildings in Malvern. It was
built in 1860 by the architect E. W. Elmslie who also designed the
Great Malvern railway station, and the Council House on the plot where Dr. Gully's original house stood. The Grove
in Avenue Road in 1867, originally to be his private residence in 1927 became part of the Lawnside School for
girls,[65] and in 1860 Whitbourne Hall, a Grade II* listed building, in Herefordshire. [66] The Imperial was the first
hotel to be lit by incandescent gas. It was equipped with all types of baths and brine was brought specially by rail
from Droitwich.[67]
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Sir Edward Elgar, Belle Vue Island, Great
Malvern

Much architecture and statuary in the town centre is dedicated to
Malvern water, including the St Ann's Well, which is housed in a
building dating from 1813.[22] The drinking spout, Malvhina, by the
sculptor Rose Garrard, was unveiled on 4 September 1998. The
Enigma Fountain, also by Garrard, was unveiled by The Duke of York
in 2000.[68]

Music

Sir Edward Elgar, British composer and Master of the King's Musick,
lived much of his life around Malvern and is buried in Little Malvern
cemetery. A sculpture group by artist Rose Garrard comprising the
Enigma fountain together with a statue of Elgar gazing over Great
Malvern stands on Belle Vue Terrace in the town centre. The Elgar
Route, a 40-mile (64 km) drive passing some key landmarks from
Elgar's life, passes through Malvern.[69]

Malvern Concert Club, founded in 1903 by Elgar, holds concerts are
held in the Forum Theatre, Malvern Theatres. Its programmes focus on
in renaissance, baroque, classical, romantic and contemporary
music.[70]

In the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s, the Malvern Winter Gardens was a major regional venue for concerts by popular rock
bands, including T-Rex, The Jam, AC/DC, Black Sabbath, The Undertones, and Joy Division.[49] Many of the events
were promoted by Cherry Red, a London-based independent record label formed in 1978.[71]

The Chandos Symphony Orchestra, under the professional direction of Michael Lloyd, has over 100 players. It
specialises in performances of major works of the 19th and 20th Centuries.[72] The Autumn in Malvern Festival is an
annual event featuring performances of artists of music, poetry, writers and film makers held during October every
year.[73] The Colwell and other brass bands of the early century were part of the music of the town.[74] The opera
singer Jenny Lind lived and died in Malvern, and is buried in Great Malvern cemetery. Julius Harrison (1885–1963),
who was a contemporary of Elgar and Professor of Composition at the Royal Academy of Music, lived in
Pickersleigh Road for most of the 1940s.[75] He was music director at Malvern College and director of the early
Elgar Festivals in Malvern.
Malvern Fringe Festival was officially founded in 1977 as a reaction to the Malvern Festival which was perceived to
be biased towards classical music and appealing towards a national and international audience rather than a local
one.[76][77] It takes place over three days in June as a fringe to the Elgar Festival. The Fringe also organise the
Malvern May Day and Parade, an annual community event which has been held in Priory Park on the Saturday
before the May Bank Holiday since 1993[78] and various musical and other live events throughout the year.[79] The
Fringe aims to be inclusive; bridging the generation gap by providing a varied programme of events for the local
people of Malvern aimed at all ages.
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Art

Works of art in Great Malvern include fountains, statues, and Malvern water spouts by the sculptor Rose Garrard.
Among her sculptures are the statue of Sir Edward Elgar and the Enigma Fountain (Unveiled by Prince Andrew,
Duke of York on Belle Vue Terrace, Malvern on 26 May 2000).[80] and the drinking spout, Malvhina, also on Belle
Vue Terrace, which was unveiled on 4 September 1998.
Paintings of Great Malvern include Joseph Powell's Great Malvern Priory ... from the North East (1797), now in the
British Watercolours collection of the Victoria and Albert Museum[81] and J. M. W. Turner's Porch of Great
Malvern Abbey.

Education

Malvern College Chapel

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries following the
decline in Malvern's popularity as a spa town, many
private boarding schools were established in Great
Malvern, often occupying the premises of former hotels
and large villas. Two large independent 'public' schools
– Malvern College for boys and girls and Malvern St
James for girls – now remain following mergers of
Malvern's many private primary and secondary schools.
[82][83]

Malvern College is a coeducational public school,
founded in 1865. Until 1992, it was a school for boys
aged 13 to 18. Following a series of mergers from 1992
to 2008 with private primary schools in the area it has
become coeducational with pupils from 3 to 18 years
old. Among its alumni are two Nobel Laureates (James Meade[84] and Francis William Aston[85]), an Olympic Gold
medalist (Arnold Jackson),[86] and leading politicians.

Malvern St James was formed in 2006 by the merger of Malvern Girls' College and St. James' School, West Malvern
(formerly St James' and The Abbey) and other mergers with local private schools over the last thirty years. It is now
the last of the independent girls' schools in the Malvern area. The main building of Malvern St James on the campus
of the former Malvern Girls' College is the former Imperial Hotel, built in the second half of the 19th century.[82]

There are several state controlled or voluntary assisted primary schools in the Great Malvern area. Secondary schools
serving the area are located in the suburbs of Barnards Green, Malvern Link, and the nearby village of Hanley
Castle, and further afield in the city of Worcester.

Transport

Rail

Great Malvern railway station is located in Avenue Road about 0.3 miles (0.48 km) from the Barnards Green
roundabout, and provides direct services to Worcester, Hereford, Birmingham, Oxford and London.

Bus

Several local bus services connect Great Malvern with the surrounding area[87] [88] including the 42, S42 operated by 
Astons coaches stopping in Barnards Green bus shelter. Serving areas further afield are: the Malvern to Worcester 
route 44, 44A, 44B operated by First Diamond serving stops at the Barnards Green bus shelter and Pound Bank; The
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Worcester - Upton-upon-Severn - Malvern route 362/363 operated by Diamond serves that stops at the Barnards
Green bus shelter and the Malvern - Gloucester - Cheltenham route 377 (Saturdays only) operated by Diamond,
stopping at the Court Road shops and the Barnards Green bus shelter.

Air

The nearest major airport is Birmingham International approximately one hour by road via the M5 and M42
motorways. Gloucestershire Airport located at Staverton, in the Borough of Tewkesbury near Malvern is a busy
General Aviation airport used mainly for private charter and scheduled flights to destinations such as the islands of
Jersey, Guernsey, and the Isle of Mann, pilot training, and by the aircraft of emergency services.

Notable people

Blue plaque commemorating Haile Selassie's stay
at the Abbey Hotel in Great Malvern

• Anne Darwin, Charles Darwin's daughter, is buried in the graveyard
of Malvern Priory.[89]

• Edward Elgar, composer, taught in Great Malvern.
• Haile Selassie, emperor of Ethiopia, visited Malvern during his

1936–1941 exile, staying at the Abbey Hotel.[90]

• Jenny Lind, opera singer, lived and died in Malvern, and is buried in
Great Malvern cemetery.

• Franklin D. Roosevelt, later President of the USA, stayed at the
Aldwyn Tower Hotel in St Ann's Road, Great Malvern, while
convalescing from an illness at the age of 7.[91]

Further reading

• Brian Smith (1978) A History of Malvern ISBN 0-904387-31-3
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